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Kirsten Flagstad's American Friends {|(N"T WANT (RY Rio Conf News Reaching 
Sadly Hear She Sings for the Nazi South Americans Via N. Y. Radi 
adly Hear She Sings for the Nazis) fH (}S7 WALKING u ericans Via N.Y. Nadie 
segeeeittaieshenptmisinandi ‘+ eae ee 
Kirsten Flagstad, Norwegian singer The Bearded Kid . ; : Noted in Passing Most of South America this week 
who has not been heard from Niteries and Bars Planning is hearing reports on the anti-Axis 
a ae : erent ad : - . —— conference in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
directly since she left the United Hartford, Jan. 20. Stricter Self Regulation for Last week’s ‘Variety’ carried that have traveled an average of 
States in June, 1941, is reported per- As a gag to maintain some in- Soldiers, Sailors and De- 12 inches of text reporting mar- 10,000 miles—up to New York and 
forming a Wagnerian cycle in Berlin; terest in frequency modulation fense Workers—Laxity in riages and six inches of text re- back. Transmission journey is made 
Thereby hangs a wartime mystery. development locally, mikeman r porting births. Both way above _ | necessary by the fact that large parts 
sat a ‘ . Keyes Perrin of WTIC’s auxili- Some Areas Brings Crack- average. | of Latin America lack networks and 
Miss Flagstad was commonly credited re. , a : Fe . ‘ y : 

‘ . } ary, W53H, is raising a beard. down Marriages which are simple to depend on radio coverage from the 
by her American admiiers with be- Mikeman has announced that arrange might be related to powerful shortwave transmitters of 
ing anti-Nazi in sentiment. How- he won’t shave but will elimi- =" Pearl Harbor Dec. 7 but a more the United States and the commer- 
ever, her husband is said to be pro- nate beard through pulling of DETROIT PADLOCKING profound explanation is needed cial point-to-point transmission facil- 
Quisling politically and this fact is one hair for each F-M set sold. to account for the profession's ities of RCA and International Tele- 
given in New York as the probable oe stepped-up production. phone & Telegraph. 
explanation for the singer’s reported Chicago, Jan. 20. a) —— coverage S - ce of 
presence in the Nazi capital. Faced with mounting indignation | eae TIEy mee cee ee 

Rumors concerning Miss Flagstad ' . . day (15) was probably the neatest 
have been rife in operatic circles for 2 4 on the part of local police and ee trick of the week. It had previously 
some time. Her failure to write to control authorities in principal cities, sent Buck Canel, chief of the Spanish 
the United States, although her hus- strong steps for self-regulation of | Section of the international depart- 
band has done so, caused consider- bar trade in night clubs are ee | | ment, to Rio to cover the meeting. 
able wonderment. This wifely silence plated to circumvent drastic rules | After a five-minute intro from 
coupled with the Berlin "boakine which may lead to prohibition of | New York, NBC switched to Rio and 

| Canel came on. His voice was sent 
|north by point-to-point (commer. 


(not officially confirmed because of liquor sales to men in the military 
the wartime news blackout) has Set 'ViCes. CRITICS 


alarmed her friends. They do not In World War I, on the eve of | cial) radio and then back by point- 


ladoption of national prohibition, | to-point to 11 countries. Received 
dispensers of alcoholic beverages there, it was aired by local longwave 





fail to appreciate that it would be a 
propaganda triumph and a morale | 





| contribution for Goebbels to have| Advertising agencies report that) Were prohibited from servicing men and SROFSWave, with other stations 

her at this time bring the greatest | more than $18,000,000 in outdoor ad-|i" Uniform. No such rigid regula- Boston, Jan. 20 a ara, ll a + one: ee me 

| Wagnerian voice in the world to the | vertising has been cancelled since the tion has been proposed currently,| flissa Landi advocated that dra-|~ th ength rng stig ent ta 
home town of Wagnerian opera. beginning of the year due to the but the more conservative interests |} matic critics ‘temper their honesty ~ontinued 6n page 53) 

| priority situation. . Restrictions on in the liquor industry interpret num- until the theatre again flourishes,’ 

| obi [ees SS. See ae ae speaking at the Ford Hall Forum 


E . ° Iona: rubber, mechanical ap- 
quity, With $199,000 


pliance, and refrigerator factories | 1°ckings as indicative of a trend here on the subject, ‘The Theatre of Show Biz Names Enlist 


| which can be stopped only by vigor- Today—What’s Good About it and 


have all had their effect : : ; 
Z ous self-imposed rules from within | ;,, 9 ioe > F A ( T 
In Idle Cash, Looking |, Maeezine advertising has not yet| the industry itsel What's Bad ___| For Army Camp Tours; 
, been affected to any great extent} She hastily added that she didn’t 


Some 30 of the key nitery opera- ‘ : 
bd ‘wan % jc ¢ icipate Pre - ted want the critics to ‘temper thei 
For Like! Investments but . eee antic ipated sFOm | tors in town met at the Chez Paree abel dow’ int aabied! “of commend u y ar and, 0 on 
4 spring until fall, with a gradual de-| .-entiy. called together by the| 20mesty for the actors and actresses 
° . . 7? < = 7 y ¢ ~ > a a 
crease likely from now until May. tee brake sake, ‘but for the sake of the the 
. | Amusement and Recreation Division atre. The Broadway theatre is fight 1 , bi 
; ey og ‘ tap re. - é ignt- show ames, anxious 
Having a large amount of reserve Radio receiving set manufacturers| of the Chicago Defense Commission vas for its existence. In fact, the the- |q pil * aa — names, Prag pet oA to 
: : . y S exis . -\, - = oO ineir ar "tz ; 
cash on hand, Equity has appointed | may also be affected before long (in|to be addressed by Col. Norman wed has been fighting for about 2,000 aa clone see Sar ae soldiers 
J . ° as 2e ( ~ ane Sz "S av 2 r( +e ) 
a committee on investments. Under- | Canada manufacture of receiving! Wood. morale officer. and Lieut. H — irs. It is very sick now n f oe gp Alen 1 pes : = oe 
a | . °° . “ > 5 Ss ary §$ WwW. l orce F » as wee 
stood that the association has a/| sets for civilian use has been halted),|E. Hutchings of the Intelligence | - little | tour fo1 co t nd £ USO-C = 
: . — , , : ‘ . r r ; Y ais ays ed a little | LOU! or ‘e inder JDO-Cz 
$199,000 bank balance to its credit in| With resultant decline of revenues| Dept. Cafe owners were instructed The angels of plays none & Em Shor es a poi 
‘ ‘situations’ | encouragement. They are born, not | Sows Inc., auspices. Al Jolson and 














additio : . cavinge | for periodicals from this source also.} directly how to deal with ’ ; 
tion to some $40,000 in savings } ' : made. It costs $15,000 to bring a new | Judy Garland head the list of volun- 
banks "} latte sarne . In the radio set manufacturing field| involving men in uniform oi _—s 
: . ne latter sum earns some > ee : S -| play up to the rehearsal point, and | tee most of whom will appear for 
interest, and it is deemed advisable | Opinion is that industry wil continue Where men in uniform get out of | ¥*¢#7 “Pr ee ees n% + f 10 dave tn twa weel ; 
= . eemec advisable . “ 2 . . : therefore | would suggest that f the Y 0 day to two wee and even 7 
that the larger cash reserve al } on a healthy basis due tor y il line due, maybe to too n : rive e oo ‘ ‘ . 
a asn reserve aiso be - , : players were willing to work for le eir own traveling expenses. 

aut *k creased Government orade for field| bibing, the cafe men were told to| F*#s***. “™ aidreaiss : , Mi: : 
I to work. eré sere . 4 ; ; than $40 a week. say $27 to $30, that Booking are arranged through 

Last ae sets, airplane and speaker services; call the military police or the shore | *™°*™ A ; Pez ' CSI which acts t spread the 

aie Equity ordered the ew of all type I ich volume that pro-/| pati )] depending o1 whether the | maybe the plays would run longe! ] rn eer : ; oe 
chase of $30.000 in Defense Bonds. saber di Sl ora Hote ; ps , ; flee ; ws und the players would be better off | 44rsesse of first-rate performers over 
: ‘tion 1 \ an use may be cCur-; men are solaiers or Ssaliol ne i oe eee ‘ . , 
not counting approximately $2 Guction fOr Civilian § NG) parties . ‘ n the long run.’ as Many camps as possible and to 
Inve g approximately $20,000 tailed, even if there is no specific (Continued on page 21) nue me Te : conflicts wit] , Slee’ -abessen . 
invested similarly by Chorus Equity G 3 » Canad Though Equity has 4,000 or more | * Old CORDIC WIR OLNEF SHOWS OF 
t fo liavead - : rovernment Dan, a n anada a eo oe ‘vents 
7 s believed that the amount put in Pict pany utdoor advel members, she said that there are not : ron | j ina” 7 
rovernment securitie will be cage ll te wie oh 2: Tag gibi B’ rs St G atti ' ere ae rs ritirize : variana, accompanies by 
‘ S \ y . oC enough skilled actors. She criticized : 

, ; . a ng remains unaffected, with sev- Way Stars FELLING : ; : hubby Dave Rose, begins a 10-d: 
pomranee and whether other stock oe ole a etaaie planning exe! : F theatres that still have auditoriums me " oniaht (Wednesda, ¥ t Fox 
an inv er , eral majors currently é >X = », . . : ; our to sday) a or 

id bond investments will be made Fi ayn nino athe APE ose oe ae First Aid Instruction. done in vintage style. ee sn \y 
will follow the report of the com-| tensive campaigns. National mag ad-| ae Soa Custer, Mich. They give another 
mittee. Financial security of Equity | vertising from film companies also} Every leading lady on Broadway |show there tomorrow night and 
- la Son ce ac e139] , J > P ° ! > ss 
is further evidenced by the owner- | Continues as usua’, is in the first aid class taking a Fo | mbs Club Unit —_ rig " mt al Ky. oo 
s P stints tasgeiatait : rm iy and Saturday); Jefferson Bar- 
hip of gilt edge investments, plus | course at the American Theatre " y 


property including the headquarters racks, Mo, (Monday); Camp Robin- 


building on West 47th street, N.Y. It Took a War to Inspire | Wi% Te Red Cross assisned in| Foy Servicemen Shows (Continued on page 52) 


Equity functions along extremely oe for bag Age Hm ag the | 
suggestion of the ing. was er 

an —_ Tooters to Play Anthem pointed out that most stage volun- | The Lambs Club has elaborate Mum Waxes Paine Talk 
: ? teers are occupied at night, when, plans for the welfare of servicemen 
other courses hold forth in all] sec- | on furlough in New York, includ- Aitiiidindiait 
tions of the city. Classes are con-j| ing a unit composed of Lambs Club; pay] Muni has signed with Victor 
ducted on Tuesdays and Fridays members which will tour theatres to go on wax with Thomas Paine’s 
from 11 a.m. to 1. and cantonments, and the profits of ‘The American Crisis,’ which he did 
from two different record compa-_ pay for an orchestra that did not There are 60 in the Wing class and whieh vall be used. for me enter- | on the U. S. Treasury Hour several 
nies to wax four sides. If accept- even appear in the pit during the | another is to be formed as soon as/tainment of the boys in olive drab | woeks ago. It is Muni’s first record- 
ing, she'll do the special songs she | engagements of dramatic shows, the | the Red Cross can supply instructors. and navy blue. ling, with cutting tomorrow (Thurs- 














———_ | 


Milwaukee, Jan. 20. 
While the Davidson (UBO) has 
long been compelled by the Mil- 
Gypsy Rose Lee is mulling offers | waukee musicians’ union Local 8 to 


| Undresser’s Pressings 





sings in accompaniment to her stage impasse finally was broken this past | In addition to takirfg intensified first Idea of the unit was broached by | qo, 
Stripping. . week under wartime pressure, and | aid instruction, nearly all the play- Charles H. Allen, agent-member of Understood that Muni may do a 
CCK I € Wa FT LITT Tessul it cas Atdovs AMAA, » es ect 1 P . x ’ n1INne , : 7 
She'll be the first known clothes- | now the m Cia? led by Sol Sha- el ire also active in air raid warden the Lambs and the club’s council ss of platters with scenes from 


peeler to ever get on wax. i (Continued on page 47) ' work i (Co ed on page 18 - 2 is appeared in. 
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Lombard’s Tragic End; Saga of Small | 
Town Girl Who Rose to Screen Heights 


+ 


Homeward bound to Hollywood 
after fulfilling a kighly successful 
patriotic mission as official guest of 
a U. S. Treasury War Bond sale in 
Indianapolis, Carole Lombard, wife 
of Clark Gable and internationally 
known film star, met tragic death 


in the crash of a TWA airliner on | 
(16) in the mountains | 
35 miles west of Las Vegas, N. M. 
Elizabeth K. | 
the | 


Friday night 


Her mother, Mrs. 
Peters, and Otto Winkler, of 
Metro studio publicity staff, who | 
had accompanied her east, also were 
killed. In all, 22 lost their lives, 
including 15 Army aviators return- 
ing to Coast bases. 

Expressions of deepest sorrow and | 
sympathy, which have poured in | 
unending stream to Gable from the 
public and the show world, testify 
to the affection in which Miss Lom- 
bard was held. No tragedy has 
struck the theatrical field with such 
widespread sorrow since the death, 
also by airplane disaster, of Will 
Rogers, in August, 1935. | 

Miss Lombard, who was 32, was | 
at the peak of her acting career. | 
She had completed two weeks ago a | 
feature film entitled “To Be or Not 
To Be,’ directed by Ernst Lubitsch 

| 
| 
| 


for United Artists release. In this | 
she was co-starred with Jack 
Benny, who was so stricken by news 
of her death that he withdrew from | 
his scheduled national broadcast on 
Sunday night (18). Just prior to 
her departure for the Indianapolis | 
War Bond rally last week, she | 
signed a contract to appear opposite | 
Melvyn Douglas in a film for Co- 
Jumbia, which was to go into produc- 
tion this week. 

In the interim, Miss Lombard had 
volunteered her services to assist 
the Government agencies that have 


called on outstanding Hollywood 
personalities to further patriotic 
movements. By coincidence, her 


husband, Gable, is chairman of the 
eommittee of actors in charge of 
assignments. She eagerly volunteered 
for the Indianapolis meeting, which 
was attended also by Will H. Hays, | 
president of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors of America, 
Ine. She was born in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and the projected visit to her 
home state, accompanied by her 
mother, had special appeal. 
Winkler A Close Friend 
Winkler, formerly a newspaper 
man in Los Angeles, was invited to 
be the third member of the party. 
He was a member of the Metro 
studio publicity staff, directly as- 
signed to Gable’s publicity, and a 


close personal friend of the couple. | 


He was best man at the Gable-Lom- 
bard wedding at Kingman, Ariz., in 
1939. 

At the conclusion of the activities 
in Indianapolis, Hays sent the fol- 
lowing wire to Gable: 

‘Great day here today. Carole 
was perfect. Really, she was 
magnificient and they sold in 
this one day $2,017,513 worth of 


bonds, with a quota of only 
$500,000. Every one deeply 
grateful. I feel I must send you 


this expression of my personal 
appreciation.’ 
In a statement Hays added: 


‘Carole Lombard gave her life in | 


the service of America. 
magnificient and completely 
the hearts and affections of 


and bought bonds. Ske wanted to 
serve and help her nation in 
hour of its greatest crisis. In 
£ervice 
cause—a first-line casualty of the 
war.’ 

En route westward by plane, the 
routine of the trip was disturbed at 
Albuquerque, N. M., when the group 


of 15 officers and enlisted men of | 


the Air Corps was taken aboard. 
This necessitated four of the pass- 


(Continued on page 55) 


H’wood Refuses Exhibs’ 





Plea for Lombard Reissues. 


No reissues of Carole Lombard 
pictures are contemplated at this 
time. This is Hollywood’s answer to 


exhibitors eager to cash in on pub- | 


licity of tragedy. 

Exchanges are flooded with re- 
quests, but producing companies are 
determined that no capital be made 
of star’s tragic end, refusing point- 
blank to sell past pictures in which 
she appeared. 

Only change decreed by U.A. 
execs in her last film, ‘To Be or Not 
to Be,’ will be line of dialog re- 
ferring to woman in plane. 


| Benny starrer, ‘To Be or Not to Be,’ 


| time. 
, weeks as a matter of good taste, in 


| vised ad campaign. 
| with virtually the whole eastern and 


She was | 
won | 
the | 
i thousands who attended the rallies 


this | 
that 
she gave her life for the 





Benny’s Gesture 





Jack Benny cancelled his reg- 
ular program Sunday night (18) 
via NBC-Red (WEAF) as a ges- 
ture of respect for Carole Lom- 


bard, his close personal friend 
and with whom he recently 
co-starred in ‘To Be or Not To 


Be.’ for United Artists. Actress 
was to have guested on his Jello 
program next Sunday night (25). 
Benny, Mary Livingston, Phil 
Harris and Eddie (‘Rochester’) 
Anderson were among those who 
did not appear Sunday night. 
Fill-in show was all-musical, 
with Dennis Day remaining as 
vocalist and Don Wilson read- 
ing the commercials, but not 
otherwise participating. 


UA Scrapping Entire Ad 
Campaign on ‘To Be’ in 
View of Lombard Tragedy 


United Artists definitely will re- 
lease the Carole Lombard-Jack 











as planned, although the entire ad- 
vertising campaign set up by the 
company was scrapped on Monday 
(19). No definite date was set for 
the release, UA originally figuring 
to get the pic out in March some- 
It may be pushed back a few 
view of Miss Lombard’s 
death. 

Monroe Greenthal, UA advertis- 
ing-publicity chief, flew to the Coast 
this week to lay plans for the re- 
He’s confabbing 


tragic 


western UA exec staff, which had 














Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 


cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and _ postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 


PIC, RADIO STARS IN 











Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Vaudeville for Victory, a new en- 
terprise to collect funds for various 
camp activities, has been initiated 
by Peter Godfrey, RKO director, and 
Howard Young, manager @f the 
Music Box. Plan is to stage bene- 
fits at the Music Box every two 
or three weeks, with talent here 
volunteering appearances. 

First show slated for Jan. 22, will 
have such names as Red Skelton, 
Edgar Bergen, Chester Morris, 
Richard Haydn, Herbert Marshall, 
Allan Jones, Reginald Gardiner and 
Nicholas Bros. Entire gross goes to 
the soldier fund. 





Groucho As Sherlock In 


Kaufman-Hart Satire 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
What do you make of it, Watson? 








gathered last week on other matters. 
Handling of the film which stars 
Miss Lombard and Jack Benny be- 
came a major topic of business at 
the huddles this week. ‘To Se’ is 
the initial pic completely financed by 
UA and the company has a tremen- 
dous investment in it, not only in 
actual coin but as the bulwark of its 
entire program for the second half 
of the film season. Alexander Korda 
is nominal producer of the pic, hav- 
ing gotten the deal together, for 
which he will receive a percentage 


of receipts. 
UA’s ad campaign was along 
humorous lines, but the projected 


campaign will eliminate all humor 
and be completely dignified, consist- 
ing only of type and rules. The 
only illustration will be a sketch of 
Miss Lombard’s head. Somber word- 
ing will be something like: ‘United 
| Artists presents Carole Lombard’s 

Similar ads were 


| last picture...’ 
|} used on release of Jean Harlow’s 


| last film, following her death, 


| Groucho 


Marx is moving into the 
Baker Street diggings to play the 
world’s greatest detective. George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart have re- 
written ‘Sherlock Holmes’ in a way 
that Conan Doyle would never un- 
derstand. 

Satire is slated for a month on the 
road in spring, a summer vacation 
and a Broadway opening in the fall. 





Philo Higley to Films 


Philo Higley, radio writer and 





playwright, has gone to the Coast on 
a term scripting deal for Columbia 
Pictures. He left last week. 

Besides collaborating with Philip 
| Dunning on ‘Remember the Day’ 
jand authoring other plays, Higley 
| has written various commercial 
| programs. He alternated with 
Therese Lewis last season as script- 
er of the Helen Hayes series for 
Lipton’s Tea. 
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Universal Pictures 

















ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘Certainly one of the funniest teams of zanies — these two boys 
could snatch any show from the doldrums.’ ? 
—Laura Lee, Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


COAST CAMP BENEFITS 





Tired Out 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Stage tours by film actors are 
threatened with curtailment by 
the wartime restrictions on tires. 
Train schedules are too deliberate 
-to cover the many one-night 
stands, which require automobile 
travel. 


Speeding from town to town, 
the actors sometimes wear out a 
set of tires on one tour. Smiley 
Burnette, Roy Rogers and Don 
Barry are thinking about calling 
off their travels unless they can 
make new arrangements about 
; rubber. 











‘Show People Among 
Prime Offenders Of 
Air-Line Courtesy 


If in the months of wartime to 
come the polite airline reservations 
clerks at New York’s LaGuardia 
Field tell you they are sorry but 
they have no space for you aboard 
their ship. they may be doing so be- 
cause the Government, through one 
of its many arms, has requisitioned 
the space. But if you are one of the 
swarm of airport blights who is for- 
ever cancelling reservations and can 
never seem to break away from a 
city for a multitude of reasons—best 
known, of course, to yourself only— 
then you can be certain that you 
have won a place on the unwritten 
airline blacklists as a person they 
will carry only if they have nothing 
better to do. 

Tacitly, but nevertheless firmly, 
the airlines have decided that the 
‘no show’ must go. Show people, 
usually extremely considerate of the 
needs of others, are, strangely 
enough, among the prime ‘no show’ 
offenders. 

While the airlines will not turn 
down ‘no show’ offenders in an overt 
manner, the turndown will be there 
whether the story be army and navy 
seat priorities, cancelled flights 
any one of the other score of per- 

(Continued on page 54) 





‘Traveltalks in Latin 
To Build Goodwill 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Combining patriotism 
ness, James A. FitzPatrick crossed 
the southern border 
(Mon.) with a crew of five to make 
a series of Technicolor Traveltalks 


with Latin American countries in 
cooperation with the Motion Picture 
Society for the Americas. Filming 
unit wil] travel for two months over 
the Pan-American highway from 
Laredo, Texas, to Panama. 


Rooney’s Patriotic P.A. 





Boston, Jan. 20. 
Mickey Rooney is making a per- 
| sonal appearance here Thursday (22) 
|in the Boston Gardens for the open- 
ling of the United War Fund drive 
'in the Metropolitan Boston area. 
Rooney is donating his services and 
will not do a p.a. in any local the- 
atre. 











Drive is a combination appeal by 
the Community Fund, U.S.O. and the 
Red Cross, and the quota is $7.- 
700,000, to be raised in less than a 
month. 





Dean Hudson Into Army 


Dean Hudson becomes the first 
well known bandleader to wind up 
in the Army. He’s to report Jan. 27 
at Morrison Field, Florida, for a 
physical and will then be assigned 


to Fort McClellan, Alabama, as a 
second lieutenant. 


There are a number of other lead- 
ers virtually certain of being called, 
but so far none have been singled 
.Qut. 





or | 


with busi- | 


yesterday | 


in Mexico, Guatemala, Costa Rica, 
San Salvador, Panama and Nica- 
raugua. 

Idea is to consolidate friendship | 


Variety’ Correspondent Pens Graphic 
Picture of Terror Striking Honolulu 


By MABEL THOMAS 


Honolulu, Jan. 9. 
Dear ‘Variety’: 

Shail always regret more Yanks 
were not able to visit Honolulu be- 
fore the transfiguration took place, 
changing a city that was well on its 
way to be considered the world’s 
ideal playground to a mighty for- 
tress. 

Had anticipated some day a real 
scoop for ‘Variety’ from here, and, 
} when it actually happened, censor- 
ship clamped down completely, but 
wisely, for the time being. Now all 
I have to do is to start hoping for 
another 20 years. 


mainlanders 
who were 
many ways. 

Like thousands of others here, am 
still too stunned to realize that it 
j}actually happened, especially when 
all my correspondence consistently 
assured that Honolulu was the saf- 
est place in all the world. 

I was up very early that fateful 
morning (such a beautiful Sunday), 
and when I heard the first explosion 
I dashed over to the beach, as I live 
less than 100 feet from the ocean, 
at Waikiki Beach, to see if it was 
anything on the waterfront. What 
I saw shall never leave my mind as 
long as I live. Spellbound, I 
watched until I thought it would 
only be a few minutes and they 
would be at the beach, So I dashed 
back home, awakened the rest of a 
very unbelieving family, and then 
got my roadster and tore madly for 
the Red Cross station I was to re- 
port to. I had taken that training 
for months. 


Fat Lady’s Record Dash 


Finding no one there, I continued 
on to Pearl Harbor and Hickam 
Field way, I made it as far as Hic- 
kam and ran the car into a ditch. 
I then began a run that, for a fat 
woman, never will be equalled in 
history. I was joined by many 
| others, all nationalities, as I remem- 
bed now, until we had to duck un- 
|der cars for shelter from the as- 


Am positive you 
knew more than we 
right on the spot, in 





| saulting planes that were flying so 
| low we could actually see the pilots. 
We watched car after car being 
| Tiddled with machine gun bullets 


left unwritten, but certainly 
never to be forgotten. So, I began 
working like a fiend, incensed with 
| a rage that did not subside for eight 
| long day and nights. Then somehow, 
| how I still cannot remember, some 
Colonel asked me to come with him 
jas he had a place for me where I 
could be 


of more service than 
| where I was at the time he found 
ime. I finaly landed up in one of 


| the finest outfits in all of Uncle 
Sam’s departments—the United 
| States Engineers Dept. (U. S. E. D.) 
and what profitable experience the 
motion picture business could gather 
from this outfit. What the U.S.E.D. 
has accomplished already is tre- 
mendous, considering the time, and 
I am working the lobster shift, and, 
for an old gal in her late, yes, very 
late 50’s, it’s something to know you 
are part and pack of such an out- 


(Continued on page 52) 





H ’wood Poised For 
FDR Birthday Drive 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Film industry’s Infantile Paralysis 
Drive in connection with President 
| Roosevelt's birthday has been set for 
| Jan. 26-30 by Edward Arnold, chair- 
|man of the Motion Picture Perma- 
nent Charities Committee. 

Every studio in Hollywood has re- 
ceived a supply of stamps to be sold 
| this year instead of the metal but- 
| tons formerly used. Spencer Tracy 
is chairman of the industry’s com- 
mittee for the birthday celebration. 


Foliage Ripe—Shoot 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Filming of ‘The Gentlemen Mis- 
behave’ started at Columbia with 
Cary Grant, Jean Arthur and Ronald 
Colman in the top roles, after a de- 
lay caused by whisker difficulties. 
George Steven, director, and 
|rest of the crew had to wait 
tColman grew a Van Dyke. beard. 
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‘London Bridge’ Next 


Why persons unfamiliar with theatricals are permitted to interfere 
with camp entertainment is a mystery to show people. There are 
professionals who sit in on camp show conferences, but every now 


and then unscheduled ‘participation’ occurs. Case in point preceded 
a show especially sent to a naval base to entertain over 1,000 sailors 
just in from convoy duty. Regular theatre was used. 

Just before the show was about to start a matron assigned by the 
Y. M. C. A. suddenly walked in front of the curtain with two stage- 
hands rolling in a piano. She called to the men in the booth to project 
slides and then to the gobs said: ‘Boys, we will start with ‘Jingle Bells..’ 
For half an hour she coaxed them to sing similar tunes, while the 
actors were fit to be tied. What the sailors thought was not revealed. 
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Cleanup of ‘Jr. Miss’ Excites Equity 


In Behalf of More Plays for Camps 


> 





Enthusiastic reports were received | 
following the opening of ‘Junior 
Miss’ in the army camps about 10 
days ago, with the result that fresh 
efforts on the part of Equity are be- 
ing made to get more legit shows to 
the men in service. ‘Miss,’ running 
at the Lyceum, N. Y., is one of the 
top-rated comedies on Broadway 
this season. There are but two plays 
touring the camps, the other being 
‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ which was a 
mild grosser in N. Y. last season. 

Blue-nose influence appears to be 
a main factor in holding down le- 
gis in the canrps. ‘My Sister Eileen’ 

ras abruptly cancelled on the eve | 
of opening, but the explanation that | 
the show was called off because of | 
technical problems was known to| 
be phoney. 





Stated authoritatively | 
that complaints had been made to 
army heads, either from the clergy 
gr others, that ‘Eileen’ was not suited 
to men in uniform because two girl 
@haracters prepared for bed and ap- 
peared in nighties. Yet at that time 
the play was chosen by a New York 
teachers’ board for a special matinee 

hich was given to students around 





5 years of age or less. 
Even more pig-headed was the | 
comment of a USO-Camp Shows of- | 
(Continued on page 21) 


Publicity Puts USO’s 
Plans for Iceland Troupe 
In a State of Indecision 


Plans for sending a troupe of eight 
vaudevillians to Iceland have been 
Sreatly upset by the publicity given 
the performers’ impending depar- 
ture, Abe Lastfogel, exec director of 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., said yester- 
day (Tuesday). Lastfogel declined 
to say whether the trip had been 
postponed, called off altogether, or 
exactly what had occurred because 
of the newspaper stories. 


Departure of the vaude troupe, 
like that of soldiers leaving the 
country, was being kept a great 


secret, with even the USO-CSI execs 
making the arrangements by 
talking about it to each other, 
whispers. Plan leaked from one of 
the performers slated to go, how- 
ever, and a two-column story and 
picture appeared in a Dayton paper. | 
That caused much hullabaloo among 
both CSI and Army officials, par- 
ticularly inasmuch as it carried even 
the date of departure, port of em- 
barkation and type of transportation. 

Yesterday (Tuesday), the N. Y./| 
Times carried the story of the Ice- | 
land trip and Lastfogel declared that | 
was the last straw in upsetting plans. 
Troupe that was slated to go con- 
sisted of eight variety acts, includ- 
ing both men and women. They 
were expected to be in Iceland about 
eight weeks, 


only 





entertaining troops 
there and then perhaps moving to | 
Other U. S. island bases. 








Honus Wises ’Em Up | 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Hans Wagner, one of baseball’s 
former greats, is working with 
Scripters Lee Loeb and Harold Buch- 
Man at 20th-Fox. 

He's helping them get the jargon 
Of the diamond in a picture called 
Dem Lovely Bums.’ 





They’re At It Again 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


Old weather feud between 
California and Florida is being 
heated up by Republic in ‘Sleepy- 
time Gal.’ In one scene the map 
of the United States is shown 
with only 47 states, eliminating 
California. 

In retaliation, Tom Brown, 
playing a Californian, holds out 
his hand in every Florida scene 
as if he expects a rainstorm. 





r. 


WB Puts 3,000th 
Picture Into Prod.: 


Ist Was War Epic 








Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Warners shoved off its 3,000th pic- 
ture when ‘Shadow of Their Wings’ 
rolled Jan. 15. 
ture, the rest consisting of short sub- 
jects. From 1918 to the present year, 


the studio has gone through all the | 


jitters of two wars and is still pro- 
ducing war pictures. 

First Warners film was ‘My 
Years in Germany,’ based on the ac- 
of James J. Gerard, American 
ambassador Germany during 
World War 1. First audible musical 
arrived in 1927 through the 
Warners release of ‘Don Juan.’ First 
word of film dialog was spoken by 
Al in the Warners picture, 
‘Jazz Singer,’ and a year later came 


count 


LO 


score 


Jolson 


‘The Lights of New York,’ first all- 
talker, followed by ‘The Singing 
Fool.’ First National Studio and the 


Stanley Company of America were 
absorbed by the Warners in 1928. 


JOE PENNER’S PARENTS 
FIGHT ESTATE ACC’TING 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Objection to court approval of the 
J pI 
first accounting of the estate of Joe 


| Penner was filed by John and Sophie 
| Pinter, parents of the comedian, who 


claimed extravagance in paying $9,- 


1579 out of the estate for an ornate 


crypt. 

Estate of Penner, who died about 
a year ago, was valued at over $100,- 
000. Parents also charge that they 
were deprived of their legal rights 
because Penner’s widow is alleged to 
have advised them not to engage an 


attorney as she would look after 
their interests. 
Penner willed 60% of his estate| 


to his widow, the remainder to-his | 


parents. 





Out in the Open 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
‘Sheltered Lady’ went into work at 


Universal with Patric Knowles as a| 
last-minute entry to play the male | 


lead opposite Irene Dunne. 
Gregory LaCava is producing and 
directing, 


It was the 950th fea- | 


Four | 


HUGE U 
ill; 


Public’s Investment in Sets| 
and Advertising’s Invest- 
ment in Programs All 
Adds Up—Juice to Oper-| 
ate Sets a $220,000,000 


Annual Item 


REGEN ER 





F-M’S SPREAD 


Scope of the radio (and broad- 
casting) industries in terms of sta- 
tistical estimates on plant, sets, etc., 
is pictured in charts just prepared 
by the magazine, ‘Radio Retailing.’ 
These figures represent radio as a 
billion-dollar annual industry, in- | 
cluding all its ramifications. The | 
‘radio bill’ for 1941 is given as: fol- | 
. lows: 
Sales of time by broad- 





casters, 1941 (net)... $180,000,000 | 
Telent COBB. 60 kota vs 50,000,000 | 
Electricity, batteries, 

etc., to operate 53,- 

600,000 receivers 


(average for year)... 220,000,000 | 
13,100,000 radios sold in 

106] Bt POCA... 0400 
33,000,000 replacement 

tubes Ot S107. ..% ..<% 
Radio parts, supplies, 
Servicing radio sets.... 


500,000,000 
35,000,000 | 


63,000,000 
75,000,000 


Total $1,123,000,000 
The industry’s con_ponent elements 
| include these: 

















| | Manufacturers | 
| Radio receivers...........se0s 82 
| Radio tubes.........e.- penees ° 7 
Le OMEN. i Cit ecenscecenes 734 
| Test equipment............... 51 
Broadcast and amateur equip- 
NE cd 540s kd GOs CRON ee 105 
Sound equipment............. 95 
Others | 
| Set and parts distributors..... 2,100 
Manufacturers’ agents......... 297 
Retail outlets selling radios. ... 59,000 
gg.) er rere arene a rae 40,000 
| Amateurs and experimenters.. 95,000 
Broadcasting stations 915 


Retailing ’give 
+ 1 


Additionally ‘Radio 


the following estimates on the sale 
of equipment in 1941 and the pres- 
ent probable totals of set owner- 
hip, ete.: 


Total sets sold during 1941 
Reaio sets exported 
Automobile 


Home 


13,800,000 
700,000 
radios 2,000,000 


radios sold in 


. 11,100,000 

BO ae a eee es 1,500,000 
Table models. ..ecccec ee. 6,300,000 
{Combinations ......... . 1,700,090 
Portables, battery........ 1,600,000 


Farm radios, battery. 1,000,000 
Home sets sold as replace- 
ments 
Home 
previously 
radios 
Home r: 
sets 
Tube 
Tubes, 
Total 


cludl 


3,300,000 


sets sold to homes 


without 
2,200,000 


600.000 
000.000 
500.000 


replacements 


initial equipment 92 
tubes 1941, 


5,500,000 


sold in- 


ng ex 
as 137 
Phonograph records... 117, 


Radio Sets in Use 


|U. S. homes with radios... 30,300,000 
Secondary sets in above 


000,000 
000,000 


ported 


UE isis v0 0 0 8 eS bee 14,600,000 
Battery portables......... 3,000,000 
PUSS ORIOE is bo 04 60s Rn sees 9,500,000 


Total sets in use, U. S... 57,400,000 
Sets with shortwave re- 


| MARIO isceascpnsth ins 35,000,000 
fo aie 2 | ee ee 200,000 
Phonograph player units, 


6,500,000 
10,000 


including combination.. 
Television receivers....... 


Sherlock in Chaps 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
| Gene Autry’s next starrer at Re- 
public is a cowboy whodunit, ‘Home 
in Wyoming.’ 
Start is for Feb. 15, with 
Harry Grey holding the production 
i reins. 


slated 





OUTLAY {1T00 Leader Warns Exhibs Equipment — 


Shortages Acute; Asks Conservation 





With replacement parts for booth 
equipment available for the equivas 
lent of approximately 750 complete 
projection units, against over 16,000 
houses in daily operation in the 
U. S., Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio has issued a 


But Idea Isn’t Popular 





Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
In a poll among Army and 
Navy servicemen for their choice 
of band or singer for inglusion 


" people far 


on Lucky Strike’s ‘Hit Parade’ warning to 
it was found that Bing Crosby members that theatres face a seri- 
had the largest number of votes. ous shortage in necessary items. P, 
Lord & Thomas, agency on the | J. Wood, secretary of the ITOO, 


cig account, is now trying to pre- 
vail upon the Kraft Cheese Corp. 
and the J. Walter Thompson 
agency to release Crosby from 
the exclusive clause in his con- 
tract so that he may take a 
‘Parade’ date. 

L. & T. hopes to be able to 
cut in whatever bands or sing- 
ers are preferred. 








Oregon Ist To 
Unify Theatres 


points out that, as a result of OPM 
restrictions, there also looms a 
scarcity of radiotrons, theatre chairs, 


carbon — tetrachloride, freon gas, 
projector carbons, motor cork and 
wool carpet. 

Wood advises exhibitors to ex- 
amine all their equipment imme- 
ditely and put it in best possible 


operating condition so that wear and 
tear will be at a minimum. Wood 
states that the supply situation is 
‘really serious’ and that theatre own- 
ers should not wait until equipment 
breaks down before servicing it. 
Exhibitors wanting to purchase 
restricted materials must now fill out 
Form PD-1. It usually takes from 
seven to 25 days to secure approval 





War Precautions 


| 


of the OPM, added to length of time 


required for the dealer to fill the 
order, indicating an unavoidable 
slowing in service. 

Board of Directors of National 


| Allied will meet in New York shorte 


Operators 


including 


the far northwest, 
Evergreen circuit 


in 
the 


which is a part of the National The- | 


atres group, believe that the state of 
Oregon is the first to 
unified plan for air-raid precaution- 
ary measures for theatres, 

The detailed manual 
approved by the Civilian 
Council of Oregon, was compiled by 


H. B. Sobottka, of the Evergreen 
circuit; William B. McCurdy, J. J. 


Parker Theatres; O. J. Miller, of the 
Independent Theatre Owners of Ore- | 
gon, and Capt. E. A. Ranes, of the | 
Portland (Ore.) Fire Bureau. | 

Exhibitors throughout Oregon and | 
from the southern part of Washing- | 
ton met during the past week at 
Portland to receive and discuss in- 
structions in event of blackouts, air- 
raids, etc. 


NAZI HECKLERS FAIL TO 
UPSET ‘HITLER’ IN B. A. 


De 
hecklers 
Peace 


Time) 


pite attempts of paid Nazi 

prevent its howing, 
Adolf Hitler’ (March of 
playing in Buenos 
Aires and doing big business, accord- 
ing to word received in N.Y. It has/} 
gone into a run at the Opera thea- 
tre there. 

M. of T. release is being 
under the title of ‘Promise: 
slight cut 
Response by Ar 


dience indicates 


to 
By 


now 1S 


shown 
of Peace,’ 
aiter one the 


in original 


version gentine au- 


that 


boos that 


Detroit Looks All Set | 
For Atr-Raid Shelters 


Detroit, Jan. 20. 

First survey made of downtown 
structures here which would be suit- 
able as air raid shelters listed only | 
one theatre. Oddity is that the house, 
the Gayety, given to burlesque, is one 
of the oldest in the loop area, having 
been erected more than 40 years ago. 

Detroit took its precautions because 
it was figured that it is one of the 
major arsenals of democracy and an 
air raid could sweep in without 
warning because of the ease of flight 
across sparsely settled sections of 
Canada. 
to worry about for one 
suitable shelter. It developed there | 
is salt mine under the city in which 
diggings have been going on for over 
a century and which could easily ac- 
commodate upward of 1,000,000 
inderground. 


formulate a | 


for theatres, | 
Defense | 


LAEMMLE, JR., AYRES 


However, the town doesn’t | || 
| have much 


ly to discuss OPM restrictions with 
object of protecting exhib interests 
as far as possible. 

Latest ITOO service bulletin urges 
exhibs to show OEM defense shorts 
entitled ‘Bomber,’ ‘Women in De- 
|fense,’ ‘Pots to Planes’ and ‘Food 
For Freedom.’ 


OKAYED FOR U.S. ARMY 


Hollywood, Jan 
Carl Laemmle, Jr... passed his 
physical and has been ordered to 
stand by for induction into the army. 
Lew Ayres (‘Dr. 
also okayed by the 
medicos. 
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Hwood Told by Mellett to Keep _—Miw. Exchange Men | Eastman Buys Back Containers 


Implement ‘Dime’ Drive 


On Making Pictures Without Fear | With Own Coin-Catchers) as vura-tn of war. parle on ment ss ii 


affecting a basic coauininn in the film industry. In cOnsequence, East. 
man Kodak Company is making a nation-wide drive to repurchase 


’ Milwaukee Jan. 2. | steel shipping cases and containers in which raw film is distributed to 
ensors D; ils or e se r ara — - ; aan studios and laboratories. 
f sconsin and ipper : 


: ee ee Steel is on the priority lists, and the prospect of shortage of metal to 
Mic ch gan mo ot — nev Ban ~ meet film needs was seen as early as last August, when the Eastman 
. for the rch of Dimes camr 
i 
! 
| 











————= | 





es : a il company initiated steps to reclaim containers from custOmers. The 
—_"* tart hore y | ) in 
-_ W H whi starts Thursday (22) im a lack of metal available for manufacturing new cases now has reached 
é - ar umor theatres here the film exchange > offi .- bstit 
F MEAT ' . a. P the critical stage, according to a company officia NO substitute has 
mot nen have developed their own iaea o 
en ha : been discovered. 


Stick proc gw ‘ San Francisco. Jan. 20 f aiding the cause. — ge Every user of raw stock film is impertuned to return all steel ship- ‘ 
fe of ent t h f Ww t wit sare time Theatre men now, instead of pre- 
a vi X 4 cet > = »- ‘ ’ v c V ‘ >Va 


: : ing cases for continued use. 
. ; : lee ia Miceli viewing pictures free, pay a dime ping 

their nr tars — *s . > »s = ava at s tne Val 4 (zea ss : : 

— grease Eg an ee reen solved by tax. If they bring a guest they 

. senegee, “Scag srcenter, Pay another dime. If they ask a 


pointed executive assis t to Presi- Sam Rasey. local percenter. pa) oom “ a . ee ° e 
ta pS eae ee ee eee ae tals tm ie ae favor of the exchange. such as mak- 

dent Roosevelt and Coordinator for me puts gag acs i ine ews- a Prva | 

he Film ! : sree Se ng a phone call or borrowing a 

the Film Iinaustry tapers 


Patek «is ‘ , telephone blank, they pay a dime 
Meeting with chiefs of the picture pigs oe peta. gh for each favor. If they forget to 


. — - erco: < tor eacn . . 

making business in a friendiy spirit > * tA —— Se 2 heck in or out of the office. the 

Meliett told the: rgb ee ee fine’ is a dime a f ell on rom e er 
with 1941 Pontiac desires to meet ine’ is a dim 


‘Uniess the Army. Navy some 7 th fi oniae an The exchanges have also set up 
ment ee carl, sete ver balers and every + 


















you for a specific t @ates “a - bit vas from all ex- | 
Xs .- 2 e is a DOX I OCT WO aia a "2 A j ; . 
War service i pe stay : rere he oi st for laughs changes goes into them nightly until That Potent? In announcing the expansion of the 
on the tz v . < ~ mint: —_-. the President's birthday with ex- | | War Activities Committee-Motion 
€ 





tures. We are ping that most of pectations that about five tons will erie aee Picture Industry (formerly the Na- 


you and your fe workers will ’e realized before the deadline. Em- Hollywood, Jan. 20. |tional Defense Activity setup), 
keep doing what you are doing. ployees bringing old paper and What's in a title? | George J. Schaefer, chairma: e- 
because your pictures are a . magazines from their homes to | vealed last week he | 


A ‘Sti y t priority 
a as - 20th-Fox changed Strictly hat the priorit; 
defense swell the coluection. 


niribution t total ¢ : ay Dynamite’ to ‘The Magnificent problems of the film business are 
effor: Every film salesman anc all ex- ° 

oy ‘ “were o, | verk. 

‘Not only has the ee ae change managers have pledged to 

. Ps us iia ehaudsis Vian ° a . . . 
tested areatin ;' pear é] bring back from their trips 500 dime | 


7 








becoming increasingly sericus. He 
tributed greaily to ni nal morale in quest, Eastman Kodak Co. had ar- 


stated that at the mmittee’s ree 

iain ee . . : > | . ; : , 
keeping the people happy with pic- cards, filled. each card holding $2) ranged for Donald E. Hyndman, of 
tures, but it has accomplished a great | worth of aes, one already $250 | | the company’s N. Y. staff. to devote 
educational feat. Some day. some has been collected from incidental |a large portion of his time during 


serious student of our day may figure sources. | | the next 90 days in assisting Francis 
' 


out exactly how it was tha Harold J. Fitzgerald, head of the S. Harmon, executive vice-chairman 
st and coordinator, to work on such 
priorities. 


Men picture indestr¥ and se Fox theatres, is state chairman of 
‘ ‘ a 4 ust) a > 
Priorities naturally must be ar- 


the March o imes nmi : 
wate able te see what was hanoenit the March of Dimes committee: Sam 
re . ° ° ° . 
tax levy sainst h » i me ' re 
tax levy aga ns change, is chief of the film distr bu IN , (? ranged so that the film business may 








ening te ni » 
tay gga 8 ae pent — Detroit, Jan. 20. ‘Shurman, head of the M-G ex- 
2 7 ¥ We ate ~ ahee obaeleas 
sight and wisdom. ; 
the Michigan State tors’ group, and Harry Perlewitz, continue an uninterrupted supply 
Administration has business manager of the Indepen- | bats gate 
, : of motion ictures. While some 
seeking to collect dent Theatre Protective Assn. of » 


Strictly ‘Advisery’ 
Censorship is not under considera- | 
tion by the Government. Mellett ex- 














: i | properties employed in photograph- 
film rentals in this , Wisconsin rd N i gh , 
r th t. it film rentals in th s W SCOr sin and upper fichigan, is ing films are made of rubber. sub- 
plained. Instead, his office will act an off-shoot of t Milwaukee chairman. stitutes may be found for them 
mar dy mn an advicor: iad Sin om eyes —, 73) +}, . a . natu! lly % . . abual stile} he sVuliu Ul the 
primarily in an advisory capacity on sales tax on all While the industry naturally has! pou ever j; the matter of ingredi- 
views of the international situation commodities, and is leveled on the 5 


as they reiate to the 
tures. He will appoint a 
make his Hollywood 
, sp ¢ : 





e c n forebodings for forthcoming months! ents used on raw film stock a 
f pic asis of tangible goods purchased by , a eer eas , ‘ , = ; 
ant to | Michigan resiaents Irom sources out- > : w+: | hoth at nicture ct n +} 

ng is the State taxes and longer work weeks, Wall; °°" ae Pp — stud - ios a _— 


| Street and financial men with major; ..’, 


J rot ¢ e overlooked in setting up 
| Alm companies are taking an op-/ national prioritise 
timistic attitude for business in the Schaefer also revealed that Ar- 





ai ' ais 
be utilize y Pp ucers. Although | action against the Allied 
Mellett did not name his a tant be- 
fore going back to Was ton, it is 
generally understood that D Le 





. - e Ri: t Si F: \ 
Rosten will get the liais nomi ad F j ; 
: accom. | 2€ac r na greed : 
Meeting was held with Y. Fra ~urrent | tO act as to H 
Fr aaats : . . 7 “rent . a . ri< 
reen eS.ci ing rrese = . rn Bi t e - 
Bert Allenberg. E A eg PETS o I , 
John A F W.B Sa i v- : - ‘ 
. : . pees am + 3 
B- " r DQ . inte - pl 2v a e ne * S ¢ - ‘ , ~ ana are 7 
ris R Block. Sidney fF - Y. Frank Freeman, \v m of Para- _ : seve! s dail e 
man "he : 
mal a P ke ‘ 


n charge of production at the Lape egpee . “ ; , ‘ 
tudio. arrived in New ‘York. Mon- Fy cara Eey, genhe copies siiaae the Alm 
day (19) for annual conferences to “~“""*™ “™™ —* ‘ names 
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Wobber Resigns As Head of 20th Sales 
For S. F. Post; Tom Connors Replacing 


‘ALERT’ RULES ON 
STUDIO CALL SHEETS 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Paramount is training its actors, 
direciors, camera crews and every- 
body else on the lot to duck under 
cover the moment an alert siren 








Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
As reported planned when Tom 
Connors joined 20th-Fox in Decem- 


ber as executive assistant to S. R. 
Kent, president, Herman Wobber re- 
linquishes post of general sales man- 
ager for the company to take over 
the job of western district manager 
for 20th-Fox on the Pacific Coast 
with headquarters in San Francisco, 





where he has other business inter-| sounds. Every call sheet contains 
ests. detailed instructions to every em- 
ploye, in case of danger from the 


Connors, for many years a high 
Metro distribution exec as eastern- 
southern- Canadian division man- 
ager, is slated to take over Wobber’s 
duties with three divisional sales 
heads under him, Bill Sussman, Bill 
Gehring and Bill Kupper, 

Wobber took over the top salés 
post in 20th several years ago at the 
instance of Kent, his lifelong friend 
and associate, following the sudden 
death of John L, Clark, and has re- 
mained on the job in the east, plus 
traveling considerably, only because 
of his friendship for the 20th-Fox 
president. 

Official announcement of Wobber’s 
appointment as Coast district man- 
ager will be made at a meeting here 
to be attended by Kent, Connors, 
Wobber, Darryl Zanuck and William 
Goetz. 


sky, 

Emergency zones have been desig- 
nated in various sound stages, with 
orders for companies outdoors to 
take refuge in appointed spots in- 
doors, One command reads: ‘Sit 
down on floor along east wall. Stay 
away from doors.’ Company has ap- 
pointed air raid wardens, with full 
authority, for each department, 


FOX COLLAPSES 
ON WITNESS 
STAND 


Philadelphia, Jan, 20. 
Fox collapsed under 
today (Tuesday) 
while testifying at a hearing on dis- 
barment of Morgan S. Kaufman. 
Kaufman was alleged to have been 
the go-between in loans by Fox to 
Federal Judge J. Warren Davis pre- 
ceding Fox’s trial before Davis re- 
sulting from Fox’s bankruptcy. 
Fox’s testimony was being taken 
by three special masters appointed 
to consider Kaufman’s fitness by the 
Federal Court at the request of At- 





Kent, Connors Off Friday 
Having postponed their departure 
for the Coast three times, S. R. Kent 
and Tom Connors, his executive as- 
sistant, now have reservations to 
shove off Friday (23). At first the 
20th-Fox execs deferred their trip 
west due to press of matters at the 
h.o. Since then they have been de- 
layed due to New York labor nego- 
tiations with Coast studio locals. 
Herman Wobber, at present on the 
Coast, is expected to remain there 
until Kent and Connors arrive. 


Edmund Reek May Get 


William 
cross-examination 








, P 20 F e |torney General Francis Biddle. 
Talley S ost at Fs Ox, Former film producer’s testimony 
was substantially the same as he 


Newsree! Realignment 


gave during the two trials of Kauf- 
| man and Davis, both of which ended 








A ; 'in jury disagreements. 

While a complete realignment of | Hearing was adjourned until to- 
the short features and newsreel pro-| Wednesday 
6 morrow (Wednesday ) following 
duction heads may take place at | Fox's eolianse 

‘ ss : OX coliapse. 
20th-Fox in the next few weeks as | <r e 
a result of Truman H. Talley’s | 
death Sunday (18), indications are | 
that Edmund Reek, presently gen- PAR BUSY: ll FILMS 
eral manager of Movietone News, | 
will be moved up to the top spot AWAY IN FOUR WEEKS 
over shorts and the newsreel. He | 
kas been actively in charge for ee 
Rearly six months, during which Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Talley was ill. Production slate at Paramount 

Reason for likelihood of a com-| calls for 11 starters in the next four 
plete realignment is that Lew Lehr, weeks, with five scheduled to roll 
who headed the short features de- before the end of peat ‘y. Quintet 
partment, has not returned. and may | are ‘Black Curtain.’ ‘The Forest 
not be able to carry on his full ac- | Rangers ‘My Heart Belongs to 
tivities when he does recover. He Daddy.” ‘I Married a Witch’ and 
has been away now for about a year, | ‘Wildcat.’ 
suffering from a nervous breakdown. | , : eft 8 ee 
At last reports Lehr was consider- | February gsi are Mrs. Wig go 
ably improved. | of the Cabba ‘ he The R ad to 

Bulk of shorts production in re- _ gta — ag eenry 
Cent years has been done in the Alt - h, Edi ag scrone mae aren 
east, much of it being an editing} *"° Happy Go Lucky. 
and voice entaniinens sal ia ever’ 

ne = LIKE OLDEN DAYS 
A-C’S ‘SARONG’ 
NG MAY NOT Once Abandoned Fox Lot Bristles 


with Production 





BE ON THIS YR.’S SKED 


Indications are that the next Ab- 
bott and Costello picture scheduled 
at Universal, Jules Levey (Mayfair) 


20. 
where 


Hollywood, Jan. 

Old Western Avenue lot, 
Tom Mix did his stuff in the early 
now than it 





picture days, is busier 


Production called ‘Pardon My Sa-|has been in the last three years, 
en, until the Pa pee for re-| with five 20th-Fox pictures before 
son, selling sea- the cameras Ordinarily used to 

Universal has one Abbott and take care of the big studio overflow, 
Costello, ‘Ride ’Em Cowboy,’ made| the ancient place is housing ‘My 








Prior to ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ which has | Gal Sal’, ‘Rings On Her Fingers’ 
hes 7; oO, into releas se, while Metro ‘Secret Agent of Japan’, ‘Hearses 
has an A&C starrer, ‘Rio Rita,’ now|, ,,. ws : v RRP 
in production and also slated for | Dont Hurry and ‘Whispering 
distribution this season, Ghosts’. 
seg is that ‘Sarong’ will be held} On the main lot in Westwood, 11 
0 as not to come too soon after} productions are taking up all the 
the other two A&C releases. space on 18 stages. 


Hn WK. NEW 
THREAT TO PIX 


Defense and Armament In- 
dustries Planning Ex- 
tended Working Time— 
Would Curtail Theatre- 
Going 


—_—-— 


TOP BIZ BOFFER 


Possibility that a 60-hour work 
week may be installed by all defense 
and armament factories now is re- 
garded as the most serious threat to 


the nation’s film theatre boxoffice. 
It is figured as likely to-cut drasti- 
cally into the public’s recreation 
time, and mean just that many less 
patrons for the theatres, 

Longer work week now is viewed 
as more of a potential threat to film 
revenue than daylight savings, pri- 
orities or a tire shortage, because 
it’s likely to take in many thousands 
of workers who are free spenders 
at theatres. 

Even the drafting of 2,000,000 more 
men into the U. S. army is not 
viewed as likely to create much im- 
print on b.o. figures, because there 
always is a percentage of army men 
on furlough. Also their absence from 
present jobs will give employment 
to others, who in turn would be- 
come regular cinema patrons where 
10w only occasional theatregoers. 

While numerous exhibitors for 
years have conpplained that daylight 
savings time cut deeply into their 
business, just as many others never 
have been wholly convinced that the 
clock-setting back did any more 
harm than the hot weather. They 
contend there is just as much de- 
cline at cinemas in states with no 
daylight savings as those having it— 
simply because hot weather always 
takes its toll in attendance, 


COL. LOADING UP ON 





Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


pictures the 
its history. 


|\for individual 
list of film names in 

Among them are Cary Grant, 
vyn Douglas, Jean Arthur, Franchot 
Tone, Joan Bennett, Fredric March, 
Loretta ‘Young, Fred MacMurray, 
Fred Astaire, Rita Hayworth, Pat | 
O’Brien, Brian Donlevy, Claire Tre- 
vor and Glenn Ford. 


McCarey On His Own 


Saeré aumento, Jan. 

Leo McCarey Productions, 
filed notice of incorporation 
independent picture making 


20. 

Inc., 
as an 

com- 








TOP MARQUEE BLAZERS 





Currently Columbia has contracted 
largest | 
| 


|} into the Fox Film setup. 
Mel- | 





pany. 

In addi 
tors are Loyd 
kan and Herscl 


ition to 


Wright, Charles 


shareholders meeting scheduled 


ing 


in. June. 


Opinion ex] ressed in some — 
ters is that current lineup of execu- 
tive operation, with George J. 
Schaefer as executive head, is ideal 


in some respects though paradoxical 





in others. Under current setup 
Richard C. Patterson, Jr., chairman 
of the board of directors, now re- 
| pt rts 7 » Schaefer, an unusual pro- 
: wp 
| n company e! LOT reo- 
| cer it ‘stre amlining, which made’ the} 







| Schaefer 


| key 


| matters under discus 


Films Total U.S. Gross $1,100,000,000 
‘41, $100,000,000 Better Than “40, 
According to Hays Office Annual 





HORNBLOW DEPARTING 
PAR PRODUCTION POST 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., is tossing 
over his producer job at Paramcunt, 
although his contract has several 
months to run, Parting is said to be 
friendly, based on questions of 
policy. 

Recent Hornblow productions have 
been ‘Arise My Love’ and ‘Hold Back 
the Dawn,’ with a Charles Boyer- 
Ginger Rogers co-starrer still on his 
schedule. He is reported intent on 
organizing an independent producing 
unit, 


ROGELL LEAVES 
RKO; SHAKE 
IMPENDS 


Hollywood, Jan. 

Joseph I, Breen, chief of studio 
operations at RKO, currently laid 
up with a throat infection, confirmed 
rumors of an impending shakeup in 
the production staff. From his 
sickbed, Breen announced that the 
producing personnel would be reor- 
ganized as soon as he is able to re- 
turn to work, 

Meanwhile Earl Rettig, assistant 
treasurer at RKO Studios, moved in 
today as studio manager, Sid Rogell, 
studio manager for past six years, is 
shoving off when his contract expires 
Feb. 16. Several months ago Rogel 
asked the studio for his release to 
make new connections, but his re- 
quest was turned down. 

Rettig, closely associated with the 











20. 


Floyd Odlum interests, first came to| 
the Coast as the Halsey Stuart rep-| 


resentative when the bankers moved 
Odlum set 
months ago 


RKO several 


him in at 


‘Ghost Towns Just Not 
The Type, U Builds Own 


Hollywood, Jan. 

Old ghost towns 
hills are no longer the type for film 
ghost towns, so Universal is building 
a new one on Superstition Mountain 
near Phoenix, Ariz., for the filming 
of ‘Sheltered Lady,’ with 
LaCava directing Irene Dunne, start- 
Jan. 
Crew 


s building 


20. 


ing 25. 
of 100 constructi< 
new town, with 


it tnale old. 


worke! 


oO “ 


No More RKO Administrative <a 
Seen Until Election of New Board 


No further administrative changes | new company controller, Garrett Van 
are expected at RKO for the next | Wagner, directly responsible to 
five or six months, pen iding election ese instead of to another chief ! 

financial officer under the president, 
of a new Board of Directors follow-| ;. -egarded as sound. 


Indications are that the June meet- 


ing will likely be followed by some 
realignment in executive positions. 
Possibility is foreseen of the appoint- 


ment of a financial officer to whom | 
others would be accountable, either | 


number two executive 
or 
tive functions, Establishment of 
position of this type was one of 
ion prior to the 


of executive 


as under 


streamlining 


in the western | 


Gregory 


with equal administra- | 
a 





Estimated weekly average motion 
picture theatre attendance in the 
U. S. climbed 5,000,000 per week to 
85,000,000 weekly last year, and es- 
timated gross boxoffice receipts in 
U. S. cinemas rose $100,000,000 to 
$1,100,000,000 for 1941, according to 
figures compiled for Film Facts- 
1942, annual publication of the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Assn. released this week. 
Average film theatre admission ad- 
vanced to 25.2c. from 23c. in 1940, 
this book estimated. 

Film Facts places the number of 
picture houses open in 1941 at 16,951 
with 10,471,842 total capacity, against 
theatres having 10,462,808 seats in 
operation in 1940. The Hays office 
publication devotes the principal 
portion of its new issue to the in- 
dustry’s war effort, after keynoting 
the 20 years of the association’s ex- 
istence. 

Book’s figures on employment re- 
veal that the estimated number regu- 
larly employed by the _ industry 
slumped from 282,000 in 1940 to 
193,600 in the past year, and the 
payrolls declined from $406,560.000 
to $322,500,000. Only group to show 
an increase in wages is production, 
which rose from $129,000,000 in 1940 
to $139,000,000 last year. Outlay for 
exhibition dipped $90,000,000 to $160,- 


000,000, and dilistribution fell off 

$4,060,000 to $23,500,000. 
$215,600,000 Production Cost 
The film industry’s Federal tax 


bill rose $60,000,000 to $160,000,000, 
while estimated taxes paid state and 
local governments in 1941 remained 
about the same at $250,000,000. Total 
production cost of all U. S. pictures 
during the past year is estimated at 
| $215,600,000. 

Growth of double features con- 
tinued in 1941, according to Film 
Facts, although the total percentage 
varied little from 1940, is being fig- 
| ured that 59% of all U. S. theatres 
| ran duals last year; 30% used them 
| every day, while 29% only part 
| time. Listed 10,349 cinemas as show- 
double features daily or part of 
compared to 10,031 in 1940, 

houses employing single 
rams against 6,972 in 
year. Most dualing is 
| in the northeastern section, where it 
| runs about 72% of the total. It’s 
| smallest in the south, where it rep- 
| re: ents only about 28%. 

Percentage of total admis to 
all film theatres placed at 75-85% 
between 7:30 and 8:30 p. m. by Film 
Book breaks down the cost 
of picture theatregoing to prove that 
|the average charge is only 8c. per 
hour for the average screen show, as 





ing 
| the time, 
and 6,612 
feature prog 
| the previou 


e sions 


| Facts. 


| compared with 10c. per hour 22 years 
ago. Then the theatre patron paid 
an average of 20c. for two hours or 
le of screen entertainment, while 
odav the average admish (including 
] x) is 25.2c. for a three-hour 
Ye f different companies to spice 
ip their advertising matter and ex- 
| pl n ideas, along with an evie 
dent trend in that direction with the 
I 4 | completed in 1941, is re- 
veal by the upbeat in stills, ads, 
posters, publicity stories and exploi- 
ation ideas discarded or revised. 
tejects or revisions on stills climbed 
nearly 0.7% over 1940; advertise- 
ments about 1.4%; posters less than 
0.1%, and exploitation ideas about 
0.2% There was an actual decline 
in revisions on trailers as compared 
with 1940 
| Gov’t Cooperation 
| More than 12,090 theatres volun- 
tarily are cooperating by exhibiting 
| films which are released under the 
aegis of the industry’s War Activities 
Committee. Of those submitted, 25 
have been approved for showing in 
lleading U. S. houses. Film Facts 
|points out that the U. S. Army 
throu its Motion Picture Service, 
has become the largest single ex- 
hibitor of }{ in the country. 
It o 5 at 277 army 
(Co n page 16) 
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Van Schmus, Non-Show Biz Showman 
~ Of Radio City M.H., Dies in N.Y. at 66 


William G. Van Schmus, known to 
almost everyone in the trade as ‘Mr. 
Van, managing director of the 
Radio City Music Hall and Center, 
N. Y., passed away Wednesday (14) 
at the St. Luke’s Hospital, N. Y., fol- 
lowing a heart attack. He was 66. 

For the past three years periodi- 
cally away from his duties as result 
of a heart condition, Van Schmus 
had returned to his Music Hall offices 
shortly before Christmas, but on Dec. 
29 he suffered another attack and 
went home. The following day he 
entered the hospital and since then 
his health steadily declined. 

Formerly in department store, ad- 
vertising agency work and industrial 
engineering, Van Schmus had had no 
theatrical experience until taking 
over the management of the Hall in 
March, 1933, at the behest of the 
Rockefeller interests, whom his en- 
gineering firm of Van Schmus, 
McDermid & Crawford had served 
in the construction of Rockefeller 
Center. ; 

However, unlike outsiders without 
showmanship experience, Van 
Schmus gave close study to the reac- 
tions of the public, looked at hun- 
dreds of pictures and always was an 
eager listener when around persons 
having theatrical knowledge or back- 
ground. He went out of his way to 
seek opinions, including among the 
trade as well as lay press, and made 
careful mental note of everything 
that was said. He seldom argued, lis- 
tening instead. 

Van Schmus liked to hold recep- | 
tions and cocktail parties at the Hall | 
at which he could meet people from 
various walks of show business life 
who had been invited, often in large 
numbers. Frequently, even if the 
hour was late, he was among the last 
to leave. Also, Van Schmus inaugu- 
rated luncheons, served in the re- 
ception-dining room quarters at the 
Hall, where he could informally 
lunch and discuss policy or other 
matters with his department heads. 


Missed New Year’s Party 


One of his bitterest disappoint- 
ments before passing away was to 
miss the annual New Year’s Eve 
party, which he incepted for the 
more than 600 employees of the Hall. 
They were entertained during the 
day in relays between shows, with 
music as well as food and refresh- 
ments provided, and at these affairs 
the ushers danced with the Rockettes 
and learned to know each other. 
Through these parties and in other 
ways, Van Schmus held the esteem 
as well as the affection of everyone 
working for him from pageboys up. 
Members of the various unions work- 
ing in the Hall, which provided them 
with every possible comfort, were no 
less shocked at his death. 


Van Schmus was president of 
Radio City Music Hall Corp., a sub- 
sidiary of Rockefeller Center, Inc., 
and was a member of the board of 
the latter as well as of RKO. On the 
latter directorate he represented the 
Rockefeller interests. 

Impressive funeral services, with 
around 1,000 attending and floral dis- 
plays in profusion, were held Friday 
afternoon (16) at the Episcopal 
Church of the Ascension, N. Y., with 
cremation following in Westchester 
county. 


Surviving are the widow, three 
daughters, two brothers and three 
sisters, 


MPTOA VOTES OKAY 
OF CHI UNITY PROGRAM 


The board of directors of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America has voted approval of its 
participation in the unity program 
as outlined at Chicago recently. Ed 
Kuykendall, president of the 
MPTOA, has so advised Jack Kirsch, 
Allied States leader of Chicago, who 
is chairman of the Motion Picture 
Industry Conference Committce on 
unity. 

In his letter Kuykendall suggested 
that there be a meeting of the mas- 
ter committee in Chicago yesterday 
(Tues. ). 

Leo F. Wolcott, president of Al- 
lied Independent Theatre Owners of 
Iowa-Nebraska, has also advised 
unanimous approval of its board on 
the unity platform, 








From Dawn to Dusk 





Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Current 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. work- 
ing schedule at 20th-Fox will be 
continued after the new daylight 
savings law goes into effect, 
making the boys and girl arise 
one hour earlier, according to 
sun time. 

Shift from 9 to 8 start for all 


Westwood studio workers was 
adopted shortly after the first 
blackout. 





GUS $. EYSSELL 
TO HEAD MH. 


When the board of directors of the 
Radio City Musie Hall Corp. met 


Monday (19) te eonsider a successor 
to the late W. G. Van Schmus as 
managing director of the Music Hall. 
Gus S. Eyssell was chosen to fill the 
vacated role, at the same time as- 
suming the presidency of R.C.M.H. 
Corp., which Van Schmus held. 

At the Monday session three new 
directors were added—Russell V. 
Downing, treasurer of R.C.M.H. 
Corp.; Lawrence Kirkland, acting 
executive manager of Rockefeller 
Center, and Vanderbilt Webb, R. C. 
attorney. Another attorney for the 
Rockefeller interests, Rudolph Tra- 
vers, has been elected secretary of 
R.C.M.H., to succeed Eyssell in that 
post. M. H. Aylesworth remains 
chairman of the board. 


At the theatre since shortly after 
its opening, when the late S. L. 
Rothafel was its managing director, 
Eyssell remained as second in com- 
mand by appointment of Van 
Schmus in March, 1933, and of late 
years during the latter’s illness has 
directed ali operations of the theatre 
in association with Downing, Leon 
Leonidoff, production chief, and 
heads of other departiments. 

Eyssell, with a substantial back- 
ground behind him in theatre op- 
eration, came to the Music Hall from 
the old Publix circuit (Par) follow- 
ing managerial and operating posts 
in various parts of the country for 
Publix 

Nelson Rockefeller for a time de- 
voted most of his attention to poli- 
cies concerning the Music Hall, but 
since then has become co-ordinator 
of Latin-American’ relations in 
Washington and is giving all his 
time to that work. 


Ratoff Sets Himself Up 


Sacramento, Jan. 20. 
picture-making company, 
Gregory Ratoff Productions, Inc., 
| was granted corporation papers 
here, with permission to issue 1,000 
shares of no-par stock. 

In addition to Ratoff, the directors 
are Harry M. Goetz, Vernon Wood 
| and Edwin Loeb. 











New 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


Arline Judge inked three-picture 
contract with William Pine and 
William Thomas. 

Don Terry drew a player ticket 
at Universal. 

Vivian Mason’s player 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Johnny Mattison signed as dance 
director at Universal. 

Shirley Patterson inked player 
ticket at Columbia. 

Roger Clark's actor option picked 
up by Columbia. 

Richard Blumenthal renewed for 
one year as associate producer at 
Paramount. 

Dorothy Lovett drew a new 
player contract at RKO. 

Frank Ryan’s option as writer-di- 
rector picked up by RKO. 

Robert Kellard, legit actor, signed 
with Columbia and changed his 
name to Robert Stevens. 

Marguerite Chapman inked player 
deal with Columbia. 

Don DeFore drew a player con- 
tract at Warners. 








option 








JAP WAR NOT 
VERY COSTLY 
TO U.S. PIX 


Loss of business in the Philippines 
because of Japanese invasion and the 
takeover of U. S. major film com- 
pany business by the Japan Govern- 
ment syndicate represents only an 
insignificant dent in American pic- 
ture company foreign revenue, home- 
offices were advised this week. 

Ordinarily the loss of the Japanese 
market would have wiped out 1% 
of total foreign revenue, but ship- 
ments of U. S. pictures were so dras- 
tically restricted during the last 12 
months that only about 0.2% of for- 
eign total was rated as coming from 
the Nipponese market. Imports to 
Japan were curtailed so much that 
American distributors were allowed 
only around 20 features annually for 
release in Japan. Matter of getting 
revenue for business done there dur- 
ing the last three years still was un- 
decided when U. S. went to war 
against Japan. However, the great- 
est loss is expected to result from 
Japanese confiscation of exchange 
and office properties, films and equip- 
ment. 

Revenue from the Philippines is 
figured to run at less than 1% of all 
foreign coin, and obviously this has 
been written off. Take over of 





loss of around one-half of 1% for 
most U. S. distributors, the large for- 
eign and American colony there 
making it the largest single source of 
revenue in China. 





Shearer, Taylor Duet 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
‘Slightly Platonic’ went into work 
at Metro with Norma Shearer and 
| Robert Taylor in the top spots and 
| George Sanders as the heavy. : 
George Cukor directs the J. Walter 
Ruben production. 











Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 20. 

Rev. David Rhys Williams, pastor 
| of First Unitarian Church, flayed the 
| film ‘One Foot in Heaven’ in his Sun- 
day sermon as ‘an insult to the 
Protestant Church in America.’ He 
particularly took exception to its 
portraying a minister raising money 
to build a church ‘by a form of 
blackmail and the impression that 
erecting a chuyth is the climax of 
Christian achievement. 

‘I do not know,’ he said, ‘any such 
high-handed, nonchalant, mercenary 
character as portrayed by Fredric 
March.’ 

The minister advocated a banding 
together of Protestants in the manner 
of the Catholic League of Decency 
to insist on at least fair play in films 
to the Protestant cause. 

His blast boosted the gross for the 
last two days of-the picture’s run at 








the Century. 


Roch. Minister Registers First Blast 
At ‘Heaven, Which Won Church Praise 





Fuller, Par’s N.Y. Talent 





Lester Fuller, eastern talent scout 
for Paramount, has been inked by 
the studio to a directorial pact. He 
leaves New York for the Coast some 
time in February. Studio execs 
handed him the new job partially 
because they were impressed with 
his direction of screen tests made 
by Par in the east during the past 
few years. 

: Fuller worked in an indie produc- 
tion unit on the Coast some years 
ago and was also active in New York 
legit. It is understood Par will not 
immediately name anyone to take 
Fuller’s place as assistant to eastern 
talent chief Boris Kaplan. 





Shanghai by Japs also represented a | 


Scout, Made a Director 


| ten reports on various phases of de- | 


OEM Enters ‘Bomber’ for Academy — 
Oscar; More Detense Briefies on Way 





. 


Just a Reminder 





Hollywood, Jan. 30. 

Life is one honeymoon after 
another for Ann Sheridan, who 
recently married George Brent. 

Her next two pictures at War- 
ners, ‘Juke Girl’ and ‘Shadows 
of Their Wings,’ deal with new- 
lyweds. 


THEATRE BLDG. 
HALTED IN CAL. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 20. 

There will be no building of thea- 
tres or any other houses of amuse- 
ment for the duration of the war in 
the California district, under restric- 
tions governing war materials, man 
power and other needs in the na- 
tional naval and military efforts. 
Only buildings for amusement pur- 
poses will be adjacent to service 
camps. . 

World War No. 2 differs from War 
No. 1 in theatre building. From 1914 
to 1919, the show business broke out 
with a burst of construction. Many 
circuits and indie operators had 
similar plans for this war, but have 
laid the blue prints away. Their 
chief concern now is to keep up with 
replacements on their mechanical 
equipment. 














JOHN FORD'S WORK 
IN D.C. A MYSTERY 


| pon. 
|annual interest saving, the company 


Mystery as to the activities in 
Washington of John Ford and a 
large coterie of other Hollywoodites | 
he has working for him gets deeper 
with each succeeding day. Ford, | 
who is on active Navy duty with | 
rank of lieutenant commander, is in 

charge of a unit assigned to the Of- 


fice of the Coordinator of Informa- | 
tion (William J. Donovan). All the 
men working with him are also | 


| Naval reservists, many of them from | 


Coast studios. 

One description of Ford’s work is 
reported to be collection of film ma- 
terial for the eyes of the President | 
and Coordinator only. It is said that | 
just as the Coordinator makes writ- 


| 


fense and war for the President, so 
Ford’s unit makes visual reports. 
Although the Navy has a separate 
camera setup in the Bureau of Aero- 
nautics, which is charged with pro- 





| 


| 





| 





viding newsreel, public relations and 
other pictures of and for the Navy, 
Ford recently provided newsreels of | 
a gun crew practicing and a ship | 
launching. Only explanation he 
gave to the reels was that he would | 
not be competing with them regu- | 
larly. 

_ Ford’s organization has set up shop 
in part of the film lab of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Civilian engi- 
neers employed by major studios 
have been called in to design and 
install enlarged facilities. 


Mirish With RKO 


Harold J. Mirish, with Warner | 
Bros. in Milwaukee for tesies 
years, has been added to the film 
booking-buying department of RKO 
at the home office, headed by Ed- 
die Alperson. 

He took up his new duties Mon- 
day (19). 

Prior to joining Warners, Mirisch 
managed two independent’ theatres 
in Milwaukee. 








Wald’s ‘Hard Way’ 


Hoilywood, Jan. 20. 

Second solo flight by Jerry Wald 
under his associate producer con- 
tract with Warners is ‘Tre Hard 
Way,’ slated to start Feb. 1. 

Vincent Sherman is_ director, 
working on a screenplay by Irwin 
Shaw. ‘ 








Office of Emergency Management's 
film unit has entered its short, 
‘Bomber,’ into competition for an 
academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences’ Oscar. There's a special 
academy classification for documen- 
taries this year for the first time. 

Briefie, made by Guy Bolte, one 
of the OEM’s regular producers, was 
filmed at the Glenn L. Martin plant 
in Baltimore last summer. It shows 


the making of the B-26 medium 
bomber. Carl Sandburg did the 
commentary. 


Spencer Tracy next week will do 
the narration for Garson Kanin’s 
initial pic as an employee of the 
OEM _ unit. A  civilian-morale 
builder, it’s called ‘The Shield’ and 
will picture the training and work 
of a soldier. It will be released in 
about two weeks. 

Another OEM entry, “Tanks,’ has 
been okayed by the film industry’s 
new War Activities Committee for 
release in the nation’s theatres and 
is about to go into distribution. It 
was made in the Chrysler tank 
arsenal in Detroit and at Fort Knox, 
Ky., headquarters of the U. S, 
Armored Forces. Orson Welles does 
@he commentary written by George 
Gercke, of the film unit. A _ two- 
reel, 16 mm. version of the pic for 
non-theatrical distribution is also 
being prepared. 

In the cutting room now is ‘Lake 
Carrier,’ a story of the ore ships in 
the Great Lakes, and ‘Defense Re- 
view No. 3,’ consisting of news 
clips. Films generally run about 10 
minutes in length. 


WB’S $2,000,000 LOAN 
FIGURES PROFIT-MAKER 


Warner Bros. has arranged a $2.,- 
000,000 loan at 2%%, and will seek 
tenders of 6% debentures, gue in 
1948, up to that amount, these not 
to exceed 96% of the face amount 
after payment of the March 1 cou- 
Besides representing a 34% 





also secures a beneficiary 4% pre- 
mium on the maximum price it will 
pay to tenders of the 1948 debentures 
because par is 100, whereas the com- 
pany will not buy for more than 
96%. WB will use the $2,000,000 ob- 
tained in the bank loan to pay up 
to 96% of face value of debentures 
which are tendered on next Feb. 9. 

The loan was obtained from the 
N. Y. Trust Co., Guaranty Trust Co. 
of N. Y. and the Continental Illinois 
Bank & Trust Co. of Chicago. It 


| will be repayable $1,000,000 on Oct. 
|1, 1945, and a like amount on April 


1, 1946. Loan, it was stated, will be 
secured by collateral now pledged to 
the same banks as security for the 
existing $4,000,000 loans. It is sub- 
ject to substantially the same terms 


land conditions. 


Warner Bros. pointed out that it 
had in its treasury sufficient deben- 
tures to meet sinking-fund require- 
ments through 1944. And that fur- 


ither acquisitions would be held and 


used for sinking-fund requirements 
for 1945 and 1946. 

In asking for tenders, the company 
pointed out it will accept offers in 
the order of the lowest price, mean- 
ing that those of lower price would 


|be accepted before those of a higher 


figure. It also was stated in the 
notice to 6% debenture holders, sig- 
natured by Joseph Bernhard, vice- 
president, that the company has 
been informed that certain officers 
and directors may tender debentures 
under this offer, held directly or in- 
directly by them. 

Universal used a similar tender 
arrangement to bring in a block of 
preferred shares, but did not 
limit the price to 96%. 


Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz 
Back West for RKO Pix 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz 
wound up their joint personal ap- 
pearance tour here at Stanley 
Thursday night (15) and departed 
immediately for Hollywood, where 
both are scheduled to start new 
pictures at RKO within the next 10 
days. Miss Ball will go into ‘Grand 
Canyon,’ but Arnaz’s next assign- 
ment isn’t definitely set yet. 

Couple had previously been sched- 
uled for six weeks of dates in South 
America, but called that off when 
war broke outi ‘ 
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New York Warns Studios on War Pix 
Which Changing Scene May Soon ‘Date’ 


+ 





Production of features having con- 


temporary war locale is being dis- 
couraged by N. Y. homeoffice execu- 
tives because of the possibility that 
the completed picture may have to 
be shelved. The rapidly shifting 
war scene and trend of world events 
could well damage a feature’s box- 
office possibilities, they have advised 
Coast producers. Because it takes 
four to six months to ready a pic- 
ture for distribution, this lapse might 
spell the difference between a 
profitable film and a loser. 

Most. major companies recently 
have had experience, mostly bitter, 
in attempting to cash in on current 
headlines. Veteran production ad- 
visors in N. Y. have warned Coast 
producers that. they would have te 
possess more insight into the future 
than Hitler’s star gazers in order to 
size up newsworthy events next 
June. 

While screen yarns based on Pearl 
Harbor and the Americans’ heroic 
stand in the Philippines doubtlessly 
are so indelibly imprinted on the 
public’s mind they will be as timely 
six months hence as now, such is 
not true of stories on the Russo- 
Nazi war, the Italian situation or the 
campaign in Libya. Producers have 
been tipped thdf there always is a 
possibility of change in regime in 
Italy, Germany or Japan; also pos- 
sibly France. Consequently, stories 
on present incidents may well fade 
into insignificance in a few months. 

No Uncertainty Now 

Uncertainty and indecision which 
gripped Hollywood in the weeks 
immediately following Pearl Harbor 
has resolved itself. The big ques- 
tion, ‘Shall we concentrate on war 
pictures or escapist comedy?’ has 
been answered. Reply is, ‘Make ’em 
both, but choose judiciously.’ 

With tne excitement and shock of 
United States’ entry into the war 
having died down, and with some 
experience having been gained at 
the b.o. with both types of films in 





the six weeks since Dec. 7, the an- | 
swer to Hollywood's dilemma has | 
made itself clear. 

Pictures must have a strong and | 
intelligent war or defense angle or 
they must be completely escapist 
comedies, is the concensus of ma- 
jor company story editots, whose 
jobs depend on ability to put a 
finger on the public taste months in 
advance. 

Well-done war themes are going 
to catch the heavy coin of the fu- 
ture, story eds believe. And the 
only big-money competish these 
films are going to get, it is predicted, 
will come from exaggerated comedy 
and musicals which depend on their 
humor for such far-fetched ideas 
that they are completely remote 
from reality. 

Mediocre war themes and me- 
diocre comedies will fetch relatively | 
poor returns, the seers say. Quick- | 
ie mellers with military back- | 
grounds, made with the idea that | 
the present world catastrophe is 
merely a grand-scale exploitation 
Stunt, will meet with public apathy 
and perhaps disgust. 

Best example of what the swiftie 
meller can expect is ‘Pacific Black- | 
out’ (Par), currently at the Cri-| 
terion on Broadway. In addition to | 
getting critical catcalls in the pa- 
pers, business is hitting approxi- 
mately $4,000 for the week, against 
the house average of around $7,500. 

‘Blackout’ was finished by Par be- 
fore the U. S. entered the war, and 
Was to be released under the title of 
Midnight Angel.’ Then, bang, came 
Pearl Harbor and Par rushed the 
release date forward and changed 
the title to ‘Pacific Blackout.’ 

N. Y. Times’ review, by Bosley 
Crowther, termed it ‘Exactly the 
sort of picture which should NOT 
be shown at this time,’ adding it 
was ‘deplorable indiscretion and 
truly shocking bad taste.’ Crowther 
objected to the effect the picture 
might have on morale of the Amer- 
can peeple, with its story of ‘an 
unannounced ‘raid’ on a U. S. city 
and bombers droning overhead while 
— whole town shivers in darkness, 

aware that it’s only a test. 








| spot. At the same time, the tents 


| mands for war 


vv 





Heavy, Though 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Barefoot boy stuff solved a 





mechanical problem in_ the 
lensing of the Orson Welles 
picture, ‘The Magnificent Am- 


bersons,’ at RKO. Idea was to 
shoot scenes envisioned by an 
actor's eyes as he walked up 
a curving staircase to the sec- 
ond floor of a mansion. With 
ceilings overhead it was impos- 
sible to use a mechanical dolly, 

After four days of conniving, 
Stanley Cortez, chief camera- 
man, strapped a 65-pound cam- 
era on the chest of an as- 
sistant, but it didn’t work so 
well. There was too much jig- 
gling as the carrier climbed the 
Stairs. Finally Cortez removed 
his assistant’s shoes and socks. 
Walking conservatively on nude 
insteps, the camera. carrier 
climbed the stairs without a jig- 
gle. 


VARIETY CLUB 
IN NATL. DRIVE 


Formation of additional Variety 
Club tents in exchange cities not 
presently represented with a unit is 








announced as the purpose of the na- 
tional officers in an organization 
drive to commence Feb. 1. Efforts 
will center on New York, Chicago, 


Seattle, Portland, San Francisco, 
Denver, Salt Lake City and New 
Haven. _ 

John H. Harris, of Pittsburgh, 


national chief barker and Robert J. 
O’Donnell, assistant chief, will make 
a Coast to Coast tour and discuss 
plans with local showmen in each 


already organized in 23 cities will 
put on membership drives to enroll 
all eligible film, radio and legitimate 
showmen to bring the strength of the 
Variety Clubs to the limit of pos- 
Sibilities. 

To give impetus to the campaign, 
the slogan, ‘Hey Rube’ has been | 
adopted nationally. Phrase is the 
familiar call for assistance when 
attack is launched against a travel- 
ing circus or carnival. Its new con- 
notation has taken on a patriotic 
aspect. 

Variety Clubs have attained na- 
tional recognition for the charitable 
work which has been carried on for 
children in the cities where or- 


TeaTa 6 PIX Ik 
WKo, POLICY 


First Positive Step to Assure 
Extended Runs — Means 
Three Changes Over Two- 
Week Period Instead of 
Four in N.Y. Nabes 











Cheaper to Close 


Milwaukee, Jan. 20. 
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What may become a general trend 
with a view to establishing a more 
definite, policy to obtain extended 
time out of pictures is the step being 
taken by Loew’s, which all opera- 
tors are watching closely, in spacing 
bookings so that there are only three 
changes over a two-week period in- 


stead of four. 

The plan, started by Loew’s yes- 
terday (Tues.), applies to double- 
feature split-week houses, several of 
which have been selected in the 
Greater New York area to test the 
experiment. Houses which changed 
twice weel:ly, using four films on the 
seven days, will in the future at- 
tempt to reduce the number of at- 
|tractions to six over a two-week 
stretch. 

New shows will open on Thurs- 
days and run through Monday, to be 
followed by a second running four 
days. Then the third will go a total 
of five days. 


policy are the 83d St., 72d St., 175th 
St., Olympia, Lexington and Zieg- 
feld, all in N. Y. proper. It has 
been the habit of these and other 
Loew’s houses during the past year 
to pad pictures into full-week runs 
where they are of outstanding char- 
acter, but this has been done on 
only a few occasions, whereas under 
the new try Loew’s anticipates 
stretching all playdates. 

Others Will Probably Follow 

Like Loew’s, RKO has now and 
then given a full week to certain 
top films, as have independents be- 
hind these circuits, 
now using only six pictures on 14| 
days, this very probably will have 
the effect of encouraging similar | 
policies among indies who follow | 
this chain on film. Otherwise in- 
dies will have difficulty in filling | 


dates because product is moving | 
slower on Loew’s time. RKQ’s | 


adoption of a similar policy, which | 
is probable, would make it all the | 
more unanimous as far as_ the| 
Greater N. Y. indies are concerned, 

Extension of playing time gen- 
erally throughout the country, long 
sought by the distributors, would 
relieve the product situation to the 





ganized. At a recent meeting in 
New York, when Harris was guest 
of Associated Motion Picture Adver- 
tires, Inc.,a film was shown visualiz- 
ing the benefits from the charities | 


| of the various units During 1941 | ¢ 
the clubs pledged to raise and ex- 
pend $600,000 for this type of as- 
| sistance In effect, the expendi- 
tures were nearly $900,000 

Proposal for formation of a Va- 


riety Club in N. Y. has been dis- 

With the de- 
relief work 
stantly increasing, it is believed the | 
time is ripe for unification of in- | 
dustry effort which will result from 
organization here. 


cussed frequently 


con- 





Variety Club Handles Ball 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. | 
Variety Club of Pittsburgh will be | 


in complete charge of annual Presi- | company Grad Sears, Carl Leser- | 
man and W. E. Callaway. | 
| 


dent’s Birthday Ball celebration lo- 
cally, arranging for all music and 
entertainment. Affair previously has 
been in the hands of individual 
showmen; this is the first time show- 
men’s organizations as a whole have 
been behind it. 

Club committee named to work 
out detaiis includes John H. Harris, 
national chief barker of Variety 
Clubs; Joe Hiller, local chief barker: 
Moe Silver, WB zone manager here: 
Brian McDonald, I. Elmer Ecker and 


‘signed, is reported shifting to United 


| 
| 


|served by the New York-Brooklyn- 


extent that theatres would not re- 

quire so many pictures over the year | 
and could select their film more | 
carefully without resort to cheaper | 
indie product or releases in order | 


SCHNITZER MAY 
GO WITH UA 


Eddie Schnitzer, district sales man- 
ager for Warner Bros., who has re- | 


Artists in an executive distribution 
capacity. He thus follows into that 


Washing up with Warners in two 
weeks, Schnitzer has been with the 
company since 1938, having come 
over from Republic. He kas been 
in sales for many years. 

Schnitzer has been metropolitan 
district manager for WB, with jur- 
isdiction over the large territory 


‘New Jersey exchange, with head- 
quarters in N.Y. Previously his 
district also embraced all of New 


Bob Fiske. ; England, Buffalo and Albany. 


Loew’s houses initiating the new | 


With Loew’s | film was scratched. 


With projectionists preparing 
to demand more money when 
present contracts expire in Janu- 


TRAIL-BLAZER | ary, many indie theatre oper- 


ators assert that, with business 
at the lowest ebb they have ever 
known, and the men who run 
the machines already getting 
more than the managers them- 
Selves, they will simply shut up 
shop for the duration. 


KANE’ AGAIN 
GUT OF PHILLY 


—_——. 








Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 

It’s ‘in-again-out-again’ for RKO’s 

‘Citizen Kané’ in Philly. This time 
|Orson Welles’ epic is ‘out-again,’ 
jafter having 
| opening at Warner Bros.’ Boyd 
|Thursday (15) In a last-minute 
| switch, ‘Kane’ was pulled and ‘Sus- 
| picion’ (RKO) held over. 
WB execs maintain that last week’s 
| cancellation and the long delay be- 
|fore the pic was even dated into 
Philly was entirely a matter of not 
being able to agree with RKO on 
terms. Angle of William Randolph 
Hearst’s alleged opposition to the 
film is said not to have entered into 
ithe matter in any way. 

RKO reportedly has been demand- 
ing higher terms than WB is willing 
to pay. WB, however, agreed to put 
the film into the Boyd on the under- 
|standing that a compromise would 
| be arrived at before opening day. 
| When the parties couldn’t agree, 





been advertised as 





Cancellation caused much com- 
ment, especially since film has been 
shown in subsequent-runs in other 
parts of Pennsylvania and in New 
Jersey. Special screening for critics 
and columnists, set before pic was 
yanked, was held anyhow to avoid 
disappointing the newsmen. 





FIRE CAUSES $26,000 
DAMAGE TO N.0. HOUSE 


New Orleans, Jan. 20. 
Fanned by a stiff northerly wind, 
flames Friday (16) destroyed the 
Queen theatre and 
whole square before it was extin- 
by firemen. Cause of the 


fire in the theatre, which had been 





guished 


closed for hours, is unknow!: 
The nabe he 
Hemstreet estate V 
of $18,000, with the con- 
equipment, etc., repre- 
senting an additional $8,000 lo ac- 
cording to Louis Hemstreet, man- 


ager. House seated about 800. 


‘ owned Vv the 
damaged to 
the extent 


tant + 
tents eats 


Blaze Shutters Buff. House 
Buffalo, Jan. 20. 


William Zeilinski, operator at the | 
Ellen Terry, was severely burned in | 
| a booth blaze. 


Fire did $5,000 damage to the thea- 


house for several days. 
$10,000 Damage By Fire 
Denver, Jan. 20. 

Fire caused around $10,000 damage 
to the Salida theatre, Salida, Colo. 
| Fire broke out in early morning. 
| Formerly owned and operated by 
| Frank Kelley, the house is under 
|lease to the Atlas Theatre Corp. 

The house will be rehabilitated and 
|} in the meantime the Isis is being 
| used. 
| blistered on the face when he opened 
‘the doors 


threatened the | 


| tre and necessitated shuttering the | 


George Hodge, manager, was | 


ETCHING FILM 


Par Nearing Break with Skouras 
On Product Deal for 65 Theatres: 
Co. Takes ‘Take ‘Em, or Else, Stance 


+ inal 





Holding up its product, shelving it 
rather than give in to stubborn de- 
mands of buyers, Paramount is re- 
ported having virtually reached an 
impasse with the eastern Skouras 
circuit headed by George P. Skouras. 

Chain, numbering 65 theatres in 


Greater New York, Westchester and 
upstate N. Y., refuses to negotiate a 
deal at the terms demanded by Par, 
although following many weeks of 
huddling the company finally broke 
down the resistance of Loew’s, which 
has Par first-run through the metro- 
politan N. Y. area. 

Basing its demands for terms on 
the increased value of its product 
this season, Par nearly came to a 
break with Loew’s and only after 
the intervention of Nicholas M., 
Schenck, president, was accord 
ultimately got what it asked for and 
is adopting this policy throughout 
the country, with its stand being 
tantamount to ‘take ’em or leave 
"em.’ 

As result of the difficulties with 
| Skouras, Paramount is reported con- 
tacting opposition operators with a 
view to selling away at any moment. 

Because of the delay on a deal 
with Skouras, regular customers of 
Par’s, the company’s pictures are 
beached following dates first-run on 
Loew’s time. They were late in get- 
| ting Loew’s dating to begin with due 
ito the protracted negotiations with 
this circuit, and prior to closing the 
Loew’s deal Par initiated no nego- 
tiations with subsequent-runs like 
Skouras. 





Fox-WC Buys ‘Dumbo’ 

RKO last week set deal for 
‘Dumbo’ with Fox-West Coast chain 
covering 125 runs in northern and 
southern California districts. 

Contract covers approximately 
165% of F-WC circuit. 





PHILLY CENSORS BAN 
| ‘SHANGHAI GESTURE’ 


Philadelphia, Jan, 20. 

Pennsylvania State Board of Cen- 
sors today banned ‘Shanghai Ges- 
ture,” produced by Arnold Press- 
burger for United Artists release. 
Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, chairman of 
the board, refused to reveal what's 
objected to in the film, but said she 
would demand changes in it before 
giving it a seal. 

Legit version of ‘Gesture,’ with 
Florence Reed, was also banned in 
Philly in 1926. Film was slated to 


open at the Boyd in about two 
weeks It's currently playing the 
Astor, N. Y 


Would Examine Col. 
Officers Before Trial 


Five Columbia 
apply to the N. Y. supreme court 
Feb. 3 to examine officers and di- 
rectors of Columbia Pictures, Inc., 
before trial. The stockholders seek 
| an accounting on alleged misman- 
| agement and waste. 
| Those officers sought to be exe 
| amined are Jack and Harry Cohn, 
| Charles Schwartz, Abraham Schnei- 
der, Abe Montague, Dave Fogelson, 
Nate Spingold, Jack Kerner, Samuel 
Briskin, and Leo Blanche. 


tockholders will 





Metro Tests 2 


Metro last week screentested in 
New York Lucille Norman, warbler 
on WLW, Cincinnati. Femme was 
spied by studio’s talent snoopers on 
Metropolitan Auditions of the Air 
broadcast. 

Patricia Ryan, who was in the cast 
of the ‘Claudia’ radio show and is 
now on a number of others, was also 


as the fire was in progress. | tested by Metro. 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 


CAPTAINS OF CLOUDS 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. | 


Warner Bros. release of William Cagney | 
Production. Stars James Cagney; features | 
Dennis Morvan Brenda Marshall, Alan 
Ha'e, George Tobias and Reginald Gardiner 

Directed by Michael Curtiz; screen play by | 
Arthur T. Horman, Richard Macaulay and 
Norman Reilly Raine; from story by Hor- 
Man and Roland Gillett; camera, Sol Polito | 


and Wilfrid M. Cline: aerial photography by | 
Elmer Dyer. Charles Mevshelt, and Winton |} 
C. Foch: film editer, George Amy; special 

eifects by Byron Haskin and Rex Wimpy | 
Technical advisor, Squadron Leader 0. | 
Cathcart-Jones. Dialog director, Hugh Me- | 
Mullan; title song by Harold Arlen and 

Johnny Merce: Tredeshown in L. A. Jan. 

19, ‘42. Running time, 113 MINS, 

Brian MacLean........ P James Cagney 

Johnny Dutton...........-: Dennis Morgan 

DE OGLE. cccccceccceess l.renda Marshall 

oe ee eee ..Alan Hale 

EE ee ‘ ..George Tobias 

Scrounger Harris........R¢ginald Gardiner | 
Air Marshall WW. A. Bishop...... Himself | 
Commanding Officer........ Reginald Denny | 
Prentiae...... isa cone ees 6 a5 serene: eT 
Group Captain.......-cecs -Paul Cavanagh | 
Store-Teeth Morrison..........Clem Bevans 

SE re J. M. Kerrigan | 
i MDs octane ctecksd J. Farrell Macdonald | 
area Shakey en Aes Mien 6 Patrick O'Meore 

ee), rn ....Morton Lowry 

Chief Instructor.......5. L. Cathcart-Jones 

President of Court-Murtial. Frederic Worlock 

re ‘ ..+e,.. Roland Drew | 
ES ee eer? ere Lucia Carroll | 
ET cc tok EG CSRs nee Os 06% George Meeker | 
PORCOTD TGRIMS.. 2. cccccccsves Benny Baker | 
6x ss baketnent> .Hardie Albright | 
0 eee ..Ray Walker | 
ENS chee ares de Seal atic Charles Walton 

Provost Marshall......... Louis Jean Heydt 


§ Byron Bart 

? Michael Ames 
Pc th heks ks sopeees Obs es esas Willie Fung 
Carl Harbord | 


Student Pilots.........06.. 


‘Captains of the Clouds’ is a strato- 
sphere flyer for outstanding box- | 
office attention. Timely, topical, and | 
strongly patriotic in theme, it zooms 
along at a zestful, attention-arresting | 
pace to rank as a holdover of no/| 
small pretentions for all runs. 


Picture, produced last summer in 
close cooperation with the Canadian 
government and the Royal Canadian 
Air Force, is a particular patriotism- 
arouser for audiences in all parts of 
the British Empire and should be 
accepted as such in Canada, England, 
Australia and South Africa with 
maximum patronage. 


With the United States now ac- 
tively in the war, and the present | 
public stress of importance of air | 
supremacy in both flyers and planes, | 
this picture is also a bell-ringer for 
American audiences. Back of this 
important fact is its dramatic tale, 
which—although lengthy in running | 
time—is chockful of attention-hold- 
ing episodes. An added factor of in- | 
terest is the Technicolor photography, 
which is among the best allAround 
exterior camera work that has so far | 
hit the screen. 


Story splits into two sections—first 
half depicts the adventurous and 
rowdy experiences of a greup of 
free-lance bush flyers of northern 
Canada who pilot supplies to the set- 
tlers and prospectors along the lakes 
and rivers of the northland—and sec- 
ond portion outlines their adventures 
as members of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force training schools. 


Bush pilots Dennis Morgan, Alan 
Hale, Reginald Gardiner and George 
Tobias understandingly split up the | 
flying business of the territory, un- | 
til James Cagney appears to aggres- | 
sively cut fees and disrupt things | 
generally. Cagney, daredevil tough- | 
guy, outwits the veteran quartet, but | 
they all join up for group deal with 
a mine to ferry supplies and explo- 
sives. When the se2son’s over, and 
all nab hefty coin for their work, 
reproduced radio broadcast of Wins- 
ton Churchill’s ‘We Shell Never Sur- 
render’ speech following Dunkirk 
sends them all to Ottawa to enlist 
in the air force. Age and experience 
set them all down as _ instructors 
rather than fighters overseas, but 
only Morgan settles down to the rules 
and regulations of the service. 

Cagney is w-shed out of the RCAF, 
geis into further difficulties, but then 
redeems himself when, as a civilian 
pilot of a bomber to England, he 
crashes his ship into an attacking 
German fighter plane to save the 








a sauadron over the Atlantic. 


There’s lusty romance and conflict. 
with Cagney deliberately marrying 
gold-digging and trifling Brenda Mar- 
shall to save Morgan from a destruc- 
tive marriage. 

Picture is studded with numerous 
unusual flying seouences that get 
away from the usual run of air ma- 
terial in pictures. There’s a sweep 


to the adventures of the bush pilots | 


operating over the broad stretches of 
mountains and lakes of northern 
Canada, enhanced to maximum values 
via outstanding color photography. 
Same holds true of the varicus pilot 
training schools and fields of the 
RCAF in-Ontario, where deftly cut 
sequences of procedure in training 
recruits from all parts of the world 
are briefly but interestingly dis- 
played. 

Cast is of topnotch calibre through- 
out. Cagney holds attention through- 
out as the nervy, adventorous and 
happy-go-lucky flying expert. It’s a 
spotlight performance for Cagney in 
every foot of film. Morgan is excel- 
lent as the more sober member of the 
flying bushers; while Hale, Gardiner 
and Tobias are prominent with in- 
dividual socko  characterizations. 
Miss Marshall grooves competently 
as the northwoods vixen. Air Mar- 
shali W. A. Bishop of Canada is 
prominent in ene sequence for pre- 
sentation of wings to graduating | 
pilot studerts—a particularly effec- ! 


based in part on “Tonight at 8:30" by Noel 
Coward. Camera, Robert Planck; editor, 
George Boemler. Tradeshown in New York, 
Jon. 14. 1942. Running time, 93 MINS. 
Vicki Wilomirsky...........Norma Shearer 
Nicki Prax.....--cee. ..Melvyn Douglas 
Linda Waymne......+eseeess Gail Patrick 
Hubert Tyler. ....-ccccceesees Lee Bowman 
| Judge Sidne y Hawkes,.,.....Mzerjorie Main 
Major Tyler-Blane........+-- Reginald Owen 
G-eand Duke Basil.......+.+4 Alan Mowbray 
Mrs, Vanderlip....-+cecees+> Florence Bates 
Mrs. Tyler-Blane......--- Heather Thatcher 
Olive Ransome............Connie Gilchrist 
Prince Wilomirsky......+++-- Dennis Hoey 
Basen PeABe.ccscccessceseesscs es Nan 
} Bice, Wemtsey...acrcensccescesseeue Walker 


| scene. 
to marry Bowman and, in a repeti- 


tive episode for patriotic apprecia- 
tion. 


Screenplay is a fine admixture of 
vigorous adventure with narrative 
insight of pilot training procedure 
across the border; Michael Curtiz di- 
rected with a positive straight-line 
objective of pointing up the sweep- 
ing drama. Sol Polito and Wilfrid 
Cline turn in an outstanding job of 
color photography that does much 
to enhance the all-around technical 
excellence of the production. Title 
song is a rousing march used briefly 
in one spot for male chorus. Walt. 


WE WERE DANCING 


Robert Z. Leonard and 
Dull production Stars Norma 
Melvyn Douglas: features Gail 
Marjorie Main Di- 
by Claudine 
hel, 


Metro release of 
Orville ©. 

Shearer and 
Patrick, Lee Bowman, 
rected by Leonard. Screenplay 
West, Hans Rameau and George roe 








The Norma Shearer-Melvyn Doug- 
las names are overstrained by a dull 
and slow picture. Pic is billed as be- 
ing ‘based in part on Coward's ‘To- 
night at 8:30’ Actually, by some 
imagination-stretching, it appears to 
have taken the inkling of an idea 
from two of the series of nine short 
plays which comprised ‘8:30.’ One of 
the two plays is ‘We were Dancing,’ 
from which the current pic takes its 
title. 

Claudine West, Hans Rameau and 
George Froeschel have concocted 
from ‘8:30,’ an entertainment which, 
without the frothy Coward dialog, 
and with a plot that amounts to little 
is just a tired and meandering 
comedy effort. 

Strange part about the film is how 
dated it seems, although the original 
Coward items were written only five 
years ago. Such uppercrust antics as} 
the yarn pictures seem entirely out 
of place in times like these. Were 
the antics humorous it might cover 
the datedness, but there’s no com- 
pensating angle apparen, 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Captains of the Clouds’ (WB) 
(With Song) (color). Socko air_ 
adventure with timely patriotic 
appeal. Big b.o. and geared for 
holdovers generally. 

‘We Were Dancing’ ‘M-G). 
Norma Shearer and Melvyn 
Douglas in a dull film based 
partially on Noel Coward's ‘To- 
night at 8:30.’ 

‘The Lady Has Plans’ (Par). 
Absorbing and at times amusing 
espionage meller; should pull 


business. 
‘The Fleet’s In’ (Par) (Musi-.. 
cal). Good entertainment in 


musical comedy version of ‘Sailor 
Beware,’ and good b.o. 

‘Right to the Heart’ (20th). 
Well-made dualer with good per- 
formances by cast of lukewarm 
names, 

‘Fly By Night’ (Par). Spy 
meller for the lower brackets. 

‘Born to Sing’ (M-G) (Musi- 
cal). Weak musical comedy about 
kids doing their own show, with 
‘Ballad for Americans’ wasted as 
a finale; no-name cast. 

‘Salute to Courage’ (M-G). Spy 
meller will suit for general pro- 
gram purposes. 

‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par). Light- 
weight action-romancer headed 
for the lesser duals. 

‘Nerth to the Klondike’ (U). 
Northwoods drama of obvious 
pattern; okay dual filler. 

‘The Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Par). Moderately entertaining 
fantasy about a youth ‘advised’ 
by historical American figures. 

‘College Sweethearts’ (Mono) 
(With Songs). Low-rating dualer 
with vaude-nitery performers 
Grace Hayes and her son, Peter 
Lind Hayes. 

‘Underground Rustlers’ (Mono). 


Range Busters take it easy 
through familiar western rut; 
fair. 


‘Treat "Em Rough’ (U). 
melier for lower dual slot. 


Light 








What’s virtually a comeback for 
Norma Shearer, who hasn’t appeared 
in a film for well over a year, Is a 
sad shambles. Melvyn Douglas, no 
doubt the screen’s most pajama-clad 
figure, is again ruyning around in 
night attire, consorting with a woman 
whom other people don’t know is his 
wife. Douglas does a masterful job, 
but it’s to no avail in the uphill 
struggle against the script. Gail Pat- 
rick and Lee Bowman are okay in 
featured roles, while Marjorie Main, 
as a femme judge, earns the only 
genuine laughs with her mugging. 

Douglas is a bankrupt baron who’s 
a professional guest, because of his 
title, at the homes of socialites. At- 
tending, in this manner, the marriage 
of Miss Shearer and Lee Bowman, 
wealthy divorce lawyer, he and Miss 
Shearer dance and fall in love. Mar- 
riage ends in divorce when Miss 
Patrick, a Douglas ex, appears on the 
gain Miss Shearer is about 


tion of the original scene, Douglas 
|dances with her to the same waltz 
}and again snatches her away from 


|Bowman just as the preacher is 
readying ‘TI do.’ 
| Pie has been given production 


| value in the Metro manner. Herb. 
' 





THE LADY HAS PLANS 


Kohlmar pro- 
Mil- 


Paramount release of Fred 





duction. Stars Paulette Goddard, Ray 

| land: features Roland Young Albert 

Dekker Directed by Sidney Lanfield. 

; Screenplay, Harry Tugend, from story by 
Leo Birinski; camera, Charles Lang: film 

| editor, William Shea. Tradeshown in N. Y., 

} Jan. 15, °42. Running time, 77 MINS, | 

Blaney Hoyee..,.cscccers Paulette Goddard | 

} Kenneth Harper. ..ccccccecces: Ray ‘young | 

| Ronald Dean......+..ee+..--Roland Young 
Baron von Kemp...cece..: Albert Dekker 
Rita Lenox.......eccecee.-Margaret Hayes } 
aeee 2G. . i ceemescanne ...Cecil Kellaway | 
Pet A, nd nc b cgeees.ees Addison Richards 

i Joe Scalsi ee eee eeCeeseetess Gerald Mohr 

Frank Richards..........- Kdward Norris 

| Abner Spencer. ..ccceocece: Thomas W. Ross 
Weston....... , «+....--Arthur Loft 


| If ‘The Lady Has Plans’ is a fair 


|Sample, the war-background pic- 
| tures due from Hollywood for the | 
duration will be all right. This | 


Paramount feature is just an unpre- 
tentious action meller, but it’s skill- 
fully made and grips attention all 
the way. Paulette Goddard and Ray 
Milland are only moderate marquee 
names, but the film should get favor- 
able comment and draw good busi- 
ness in first-runs and probably even 
better in subsequents. 

Yarn is about Nazi espionage, and 
U. S. and British counter-espionage 
in Lisbon. Hero is a radio cor- 
respondent. He and his femme as- 
sistant are instrumental in uncover- 
ing the Nazi spy ring and its head- 
quarters in the Portuguese seaport. 
It’s all pretty lightweight plot ma- 
terial, but expertly contrived and 
artfully handled in production and 
performance. Result is an atmos- 
pheric story that pyramids suspense 
to a rousing climax. 

Some of the plot and incidents are 
a trifle far-fetched, such as the la- | 
bored mistaken-identity angle, or the | 








broadcaster’s independent sleuthing 
and carelessness in not tipping off 
his colleagues about his plans, or 
even the way one of his aides turns 
out to be a Nazi operative. How- 
ever, ali such flaws are of minor 
consequence and easily overlooked 
in the taut yarn about how a Nazi 
spy, with a secret message printed 
in invisible ink on her back, im- 
personates the femme broadcasting 
assistant and thus precipitates a 
series of slowly unraveling mysteries. 
Early scenes are lightened with 
plenty of amusing dialog, while the 


romance between the radio cor- 
respondent and his gal helper is 
— integrated with the main 
plot. 


Sidney Lanfield’s direction creates 
persuasive atmosphere, deft varia- 
tion of mood and a steadily acceler- 
ating pace. 

Miss Goddard has been badly pho- 
tographed and looks somewhat hard 
and not too attractive, but her per- 
formance is passable. Milland has 
the proper dashing manner as the 
broadcaster, though his playing is 
occasionally too broad. Among the 
supporting players, Roland Young is 
a satisfactory British consul, Albert 
Dekker is a rightly sinister Nazi 


; consul and Margaret Hayes a good- 


Hobe. 


THE FLEET’S IN 


(MUSICAL) 


looking femme fatale. 


Paramount release of Paul Jones produc- 
tion Stars Derothy Lamour, William 
Holden and Eddie Bracken; features Betty 
Hutton, Cass Daley, Gil Lamb, Leif Erick- 
son Bob Eberly, Helen O'Connell, Betty 
Jane Rhodes, Lorraine and Rognan, Jimmy 
Dorsey and orch Based on play by Ken- 
yon Nicholson and Charles Robinson, and | 
story by Monte Brice and J. Walter Ruben: 
adaptation, Walter DeLeon, Sid Silvers 
and Ralph Spence; music and lyrics, Vic- 
tor Schertzinger and Johnny Mercer: film 
editor, Paul Weatherwax; camera, William 
Mellor Tradeshown in N, Zz wan. 16, '42. 
Running time, 93 MINS. 

See CORREA. 4 é0kisceecs Dorothy Lamour 
oo gf ae William Holden 
Barney WaterS...cececsecese. adie Bracken 
Bessie 2 a evcccseesee- betty Hutton 
CiSSI€......seccccces eeeeceses+s.-Cass Daley 
SPIES. occeusve ecccecece $0060 06.6800 Gil Lamb 
“OP ree pee eo rt eee Leif Erickson 
Jimmy Dorsey and Band 

Vocalists with band: Bob Eberly and 
Helen O'Connell. : 
Diana Golden.......... Betty Jane Rhodes 
Dance Wess 6 deuess Lorraine and Rognan 
PT ory torr ae ..Jack Nerton 


Paul Jones, the producer of this 
musical version of ‘Sailor Beware,’ 
has surrounded Dorothy Lamour 
with a miscellaneous collection of 
talent, including two first-starters 
who click strongly, but while he has 
turned out something that generally 
pleases, it falls short of being a smash. 
However, backed by the Lamour 
name, plus the boxoffice value of 
Jimmy Dorsey, the business poten- 
tialities appear good. This being war- 
time the title may also count to some 
degree, 

In most of her pictures Miss La- 
mour has had stronger name talent 
for support. This time she has Wil- 


liam Holden, Eddie Bracken and oth- 
ers. Included are two who may not 
be so widely known now, but, giver 
the right breaks in the future, will 
go ahead fast. They are Betty Hut- 
ton, bombshell jitterbug singer, and 
Cass Daley, singing comedienne. 
Both are making their screen debuts 
and they are strong stanchions for a 
musical comedy type of film which, 
at other times, has a tendency to 
drag, particularly toward the end. 
Among other things, too much vo- 
calizing, too much of Gil Lamb and 
an overlong routine by Lorraine and 
Rognan, dance team, tend to slacken 
the action. 

Jones, who has given his picture 
good background and is a producer 
who has much on the ball, would 
have emerged with a better piece of 
entertainment had he chopped the 
running time of 93 minutes. Or his 
editor, Paul Weatherwax, should 
easily have seen certain spots where 
judicious scissoring would have 
tightened up the entire works. 

A flock of writers in one way or 
another had their hand in the mak- 
ing of ‘Fleet’s In.’ Credits indicate 
that the adaptation, by three writers, 
was made from a story by Monte 
Brice and J. Walter Ruben, based on 
the bawdy play by Kenyon Nichol- 
son and Charles Robinson. Adapters 
who have done a generally meritori- 
ous job, with the dialog and the 
whole scoring, are Walter DeLeon, 
Sid Silvers and Ralph Spence. They 
sapolioed the original script plenty. 

The quarrel is less with the story 
itself than the musical side. There 
are no production numbers but an 
overdose of vocalists, backed by the 
Dorsey band, in addition to the 
padded routine of Lamb and_ the 
comedy ballroom dance by the Lor- 
raine-Rognan team. Miss Lamour 
works some songs, while others on 
vocal assignments include Bob 
Eberly, Helen O’Connell, Betty Jane 
Rhodes, Miss Hutton and Miss Daley. 
Miss Hutton is spotted in a sup- 
porting romance chore with Bracken, 
but also figures in several tunes, in- 
cluding one in which she pulls her 
favorite roughhouse, in this case 
with a sailor. There’s not too much 
of Miss Hutton, however, nor of Miss 
Daley. Latter gets her main chance 
toward the last when she makes 
those funny faces of hers count 
plenty. A hardboiled bunch of ex- 
hibitors at the tradeshowing of the 
picture nearly forgot themselves and 
started to applaud her. That in itself 
is unusual. Eberly, with the Dorsey 
band, does not show to the best ad- 
vantage on the screen. He has an ac- 
ceptabie voice of the soft baritone 
class, but he fails to sell himself 
effectively, nor does the camera treat 
him in a flattering manner. 

Among the songs, written by the 
late Victor Schertzinger and Johnny 
Mercer, best appear to be the theme 
song, ‘Fleet’s In,’ ‘Why Doesn’t Any- 
thing Happen to Me’ and ‘It’s Some- 
body Else’s Moon.’ ‘I Remember 
You’ listens pretty well, also. Music 
of the Dorsey band is always an 
asset. 

Holden handles himself well oppo- 
site Miss Lamour as the sailor who 
falls for her while the battleship 
crew is on furlough in Frisco. Ship- 
mates, erroneously figuring he’s a 
lady-killer, have made a bet he'll be 
able to kiss the chilly dance-hall 
entertainer (Miss Lamour), with re- 
sult unique situations develop when 
Miss Lamour learns of the wager and 
figures he isn’t on the level. 

Bracken, digging for laughs, is ex- 


Minerva Bromley......cccceses Ethel Griffies 
Ph <tr kistrvenkbahesenena ood Frank Orth 
SEN haete éasdmeiede mie Phil Tead 
SOT William Hande 
WS 00006 64 ern ota sae Spencer Charters 


‘Right to the Heart’ adds up to an 
entertaining, occasionally comical 
‘B’ picture that will give a good ac- 
count of itself in dual situations. 
Lack of marquee strength makes it a 
dubious solo starter, but once seats 
are occupied it will prove very satis- 
factory. 

Eugene Ford’s direction keeps the 
story of a nephew of the ‘400,’ out to 
right the wrong of a publicly de- 
livered right cross, moving at a brisk 
pace. It’s slowed up a bit at the 
outset by weak dialog and eager 
over-acting of juve Stanley Clements, 
but as it wends its way toward an 
inevitable conclusion the early weak- 
nesses smooth out. 


Performances of the various fea- 
tured and supporting players do as 
much as the tale in making the 
whole thing a believable session of 
make-believe. Brenda Joyce, as the 
daughter of a training camp-owner- 
fight manager, and Joseph Allen, Jr., 
as the excoriated blueblood, the lead 
characters, handle their assign- 
ments easily. Allen’s deep voice and 
looks make him a goéd bet for the 
future, and the same thing goes for 





Miss Joyce. Ethel Griffies makes the 





cellent. Leif Erickson doesn’t have | 
much to do but okay. Char. 
20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Features Brenda Jove Joseph 
Allen, Jr., Cobina Wright, Jr., Stanley Cle- 
ments Directed by Eugene Forde. Screen- 
play by Walter Bullock from original by 
Harold McGrath; camera, Virgil Miller; 
editor, Louis Loeffler; musical direction, 
Emil Newman. Tradeshown in N. Y., Jan. 
15, '42. Running time, 71 MINS. 
SON TEA. c cccveccker Brenda Joyce 
John T. Bromley, IIIT.,.....Joseph Allen, Jr. 
Barbara Paxten.........Cobina Wright, Jr. 
DS 64496 os ue kas ees bon Stanley Clements 
Pe DOMES. co cccetonsens Don De Fore 
Willie Donovan............Hugh Reanumont 
ER - 6 tk'eacarelans Charles D. Brown 





| 
| 





| 


most of a stern dowager; Cobina 
Wright, Jr., has comparatively little 
to do, appearing in short sequences 
only necessary to smoothly carry the 
theme. Rest are adequate. 

Allen gets himself disowned by his 
rich aunt and disdained by fortune- 
hunting Miss Wright when he’s flat- 
tened in a nitery brawl by an ex- 
pug. He hies hirmself to a backwoods 
training camp to condition himself 
for a return bout with both, but 
there falls for Miss Joyce. Clemerts, 
foster brother of Miss Joyce, takes 
an instant dislike to the newcomer 
and makes things as tough as pos- 
sible for him all around. His atti- 
tude changes, however, near the 
finale, when Allen aids juve’s dog to 
give birth. Sequence has good mo- 
ments with youngster hitting all the 
characteristics of an anguished male 
parent. 

Most of the action is outdoors. 

Wood. 


FLY BY NIGHT 


Paramount release of Sol ©. Siegel (Col- 
bert Clark) production, Features Nancy 
Kelly, Richard Carlson, Albert Basserman. 
Directed by Robert Siodmak; screenplay by 
Jay Dratler, with additional dialog by F. 
Hugh Herbert; original story by Ben Rob- 
erts and Sidney Sheldon. Camera, John 
Seitz; editor, Arthur Schmidt. Tradeshown 
in New York Jan, 16, '42. Running time, 


74 MINS, 

ee BO did oene cs even sbéacs Nancy Kelly 
lee PTOI. 6. 05 cé6000 600000 Richard Carlson 
De. Btermh. ccc eocccecced Albert Basserman 
Geers Taye. ceccccocecsss Martin Kosleck 
Ss 600treuease eoeeeess Walter Kingsford 
og, EE Pe ee eee er eee Nestor Paiva 
Charlie Prescott...... ese... Kdward Gargan 
Da Preesetst. ..scces eocceccece. Mary Gordon 
TR. PUONINUR 540 008536sn0ces. + <e0er 0 ikea 
PVOl. LARGE. cccececs eeseees Miles Mander 
John Prescott......... eeeee- Michael Morrise 
Inspector Karns........ee.+..--.Arthur Loft 
rrr eeccccsecese- JOHN Butler 
fe ee eeeeess- JOHN Dilson 
ED 06 Wecweeccend } Che eesed os Cy Kendall 


This is one of those sinister mel- 
lers, photographed in low light tones, 
with ae ge implausible story 
populated with spies, secret weapons 
and nice young couples who get in- 
noceptly mixed up in espionage. It’s 
well done, but the maddeningly im- 
possible. plot sets it down as routine. 

Nancy Kelly and Richard Carlson, 
as the innocents who get caught in 
the meshes of the spy ring, both give 
surprisingly good performances for 
roles of this type. Albert Basserman, 
as chief of the villains, is the only 
other featured player, but the entire 
cast is okay, although somewhat over- 
drawn. 

Carlson is a young physician into 
whose car climbs an inventor who 
had escaped from a_ée sanitarium, 
where he had been held by the spies. 
When the man is mysteriously mur- 
dered, Carlson is arrested on sus- 
picion. He escapes from the cops 
with the aid of Miss Kelly and then 
sets out to discover what ‘G-32’ (the 
secret weapon) is so that he can 
prove his innocence. 

Robert Siodmak’s direction varies 
from the slow place of mystery thrill- 
ers to chase sequences, but never 
achieves full success at either end of 
the scale. That’s largely due, how- 
ever, to the unreal story. Herb. 


BORN TO SING 


(MUSICAL) 


Metro release of Frederick Stephani pro- 
duction, Features Virginia Weidler, Ray 
McDonald, Leo Gorcey, Rags Ragland. Di- 
rected by *Edward Ludwig reenplay, 
Harry Clork and Franz G. Spencer, from 
story by Franz G. Spencer words and 
music, Karl Brent; musical direction, Dae 
vid Snell and Lennie Hayton; dance direce 
tion, Sammy Lee; vocals and orchestration, 
Wally Haglin and Leonid Raab; musical 
presentation, Merrill Pye; Ballad for 
\{merican’ number written by Earl Robin- 
son and John Latouche, and directed by 
Busby Berkeley; camera, Sidney Wagner; 
film editor, Robert J. Kern. Tradeshown in 
N. Y., Jan. 16, '42. Running time, 82 MINS, 
Patsy Eastman...... .Virginia Weidler 
Steve.... .enekeus Ray McDonald 
"eee? COCMRE, cvesceeeseves Leo Gorcey 
RE os vensccrsdisescccess ROBS Tage 
Murray Saunders......... Douglas MePhail 
Pete Detroit..............-Sheldon Leonard 
Wem WOStMAMs .sccicccoceses Henry O'Neill 
ee TTC ee Larry Nunn 
Mrs. E. V. Lawson......Marguret Dumont 
PEneerte® COOBGE .cccccocovees Beverly Hudson 
Mamart CoOpels.ccceiccesessa. Richard Hall 
Se ee ee Darla Hood 
_ ere Joe Yule 


‘Ballad for Americans’ has been 
tacked onto a threadbare little yarn 
about kids staging their own Broad- 
way revue to provide an exasperat- 
ingly inept musical called ‘Born to 
Sing.’ It’s a hodge-podge of coy 
juve stuff, trite melodrama and light- 
weight song and dance, with ‘Ballad 
for Americans’ as the incongruous, 
absurdly over-produced finale. With 
Virginia Weidler as the nearest 
thing to a boxoffice name, the pic- 
ture is obviously for lower-dualling. 

‘Ballad for Americans,’ originally 
presented in the Federal Theatre 
production of ‘Sing for Your Sup- 
per,’ became a radio sensation when 
sung later by Paul Robeson on the 
CBS ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ series. 
It had various other network pres- 
entations and was done at the last 
Republican national convention and 
elsewhere, always to a rousing emo- 
tional response. Metro bought the 
film rights, but the number is strong 
enough probably to survive this 
presentation. 

Trite plot of ‘Born to Sing’ is 
about a trio of youngsters who save 
a would-be suicide whose musical 
comedy score has been stolen. With 
the composer’s daughter, they decide 
to put on their own show to pre- 


|Sent the music to the public and 


with the connivance of a strong-arm 
(Continued on page 18) 
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‘Green Valley’ Fine 


$27,000 Heads 


New Films in Snappy Chi; ‘Chipper’ 
And Laurel-Hardy 216 Ball’ 126 3d 


+ 








Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Trade in the downtown theatres 
continues fairly good, with the auto 
restrictions indicating considerable 
aid to loop houses. In fact, the war 
situation points to an upturn for 
downtown theatres. : > 

Oriental is having a big week with 
Laurel and Hardy on the stage plus 
‘Bombay Clipper.’ Comedy team 1s 
the big attraction, with a bright $21,- 
000 in sight. State-Lake is doing 
well with ‘How Green Was My Val- 
ley.’ Headed for $27,000 or better. 
The remainder of the town is loaded 
with holdovers. 

However, the Chicago, with the 
Griff Williams band and ‘They Died 
With Their Boots On’ is sturdy with 
$33,000 for second week of this 
combo. 

‘Ball of Fire’ is holding on well 
and wiil do a healthy $12,000 on its 
third session at the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Moved here 
from the State-Lake and figures all 
right for fourth week in loop at $6,- 


000. Last week, ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) 
faded to so-so $5,200. 
Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 


—Died Boots On’ (WB) and Griff 
Williams orchestra on stage (2d wk). 
Nifty $33,000 for second session. Last 
week, same combination, bright 
$41,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G),. This 
makes four weeks in loop, oke $4,500 
after fine $5,900 last week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 33-44- 
55)—‘Bombay Clipper’ (U) and 
vaude. Laurel and Hardy headlining 
stage show and accounting for much 
of excellent business, brilliant $21,- 
000. Last week, ‘Go West’ (Col) and 
‘Meet the People’ unit on stage, nice 
$17,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). Business continues 
great. Cooper-Stanwyck film sold in 
trim fashion. Healthy $12,000, after 
strong $16,500 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Night Jan. 
16’ (Par) (2d wk). Sticks currently 
for fair $8,000. Last week, better 
than expected at $11,600. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 
65-75) —‘Green Valley’ (20th). Got 
away fast even before the excellent 
notices broke, excellent $27,000. Last 
week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) finished 
the third week for a neat $11,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Babes Broadway’ (M- 
G) (3d wk). Will hold to good $12,- 
000 this week after a smashing $15,- 
800 last week. 
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since holiday splurge. Last week, 
‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and Clyde 
McCoy’s band, with Lucille Ball, Desi 
Arnaz and Hal LeRoy, mighty trim 
$20,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Fairbanks swashbuckler has consid- 
erable stuff left after hefty week at 
Penn; good $5,800. Last week, ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G), nearly $6,000. 


‘CORSICAN’ 166 
ST. LOUIS ACE 


ee 





St. Louis, Jan. 20. 

Switching of the weather from 
near zero to spring-like temperature 
in less than a week is not helping 
business at the big houses. Hence, 
another week of only fair takes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Hayfoot’ 
(UA). Good $16,000. Last week, 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and shorts 
(2d wk), fair $11,800 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50 )—‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Biue in 
Night’ (WB). Set for nice $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) and 
‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO), neat 
$9,500. 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Through Night’ (WB) and ‘Body Dis- 
appears’ (WB). Weekend biz will 
bring take up to fair $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Died With Boots Qn’ (WB) 
and ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB), good 
$15,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50)— 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB) and 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Moveovers from 
Fox and Ambassador, fair $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Birth of Blues’ (Par) and ‘Re- 
member the Day’ (20th), average 
$6,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 


‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) and ‘Little 
Foxes’ (RKO). Not more than $3,- 
000, fair. Last week, ‘Wolf Man’ (U) 


and ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), below 
average at $3,500. 


‘Swamp -Weems $15,000 
Omaha Topper; ‘Valley’ 
$7,800 for Second Wk. 


Omaha, Jan. 20. 
Better weather has upped grosses 
here. Ted Weems stage show and 








‘Thru Night’-Spitalny 
Smash $21,000 in Pitt.; 


Taylor-Turner 166 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 


Couple of ace attractions heading | 
town’s two biggest houses to healthy | 


figures this week. Lana 
Robert Taylor combo is zipping 
Johnny Eager’ to a neat take at 
Penn, while Phil Spitalny is bolster- 
ing ‘All Through Night’ to Stanley’s 
best since the holidays. 


Turner- 


In meantime, ‘How Green Was My |} 


alley’ continues to turn in an amaz- 
ing b. 0. performance at the Fulton. 
Estimates for This Week 


_fulton (Shea) (1,700: 
Green Valley’ (20th) (83d wk). No 
let-up for this picture. Current ses- | 


sion may top second week at great 
$11,000. That's another all-time rec- 
ord for a third sesh at Fulton, just 


as last week’s $10,000 was for a sec- | 


ond 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300: 30-40-50) | 


—Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Generally 
praised by the crix and shooting for 
a slick $16,000. Last week, ‘Corsican 
Brothers’ (UA), satisfactory $15,000. 
Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G) (3d wk). Pre- 
viously played Warner and before 
that nine days at Penn. About $2,- 
800, all right. Last week, ‘Sundown’ 
(UA), moveover, barely $1,600. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—Paris Calling’ (U). Meller of 
Free French underground activities 
not doing so well here. Will be lucky 
to get $3,000 despite heavy outlay for 
advertising. Last week, ‘Belong to 
Me’ (Col), n.s.h. at $4,200. 
hasn't had a good week since late in 
ecember. 
opbtanley (WB) (3,800: 30-44-60-66 )— 
trough Night’ (WB) and Phil 
Spitalny’s orch. Spitalny grabbed 
front-page space 
Press in tie-up for special Sunday 


30-50)— | 


House | 


three days from | 


| ‘Swamp Water’ at the Orpheum is 
pacing downtown biz. ‘Unfinished 
Business’ and ‘Among the Living’ at 
the Omaha will be up, too, as will 
ithe second week of ‘How Green Was 
My Valley.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 

55)—Ted Weems stage show and 
|‘Swamp Water’ (20th). Fine $15,000, 
|Last week (10-30-44), ‘Green Valley 
(20th) and ‘American Co-Ed’ (UA), 
extremely good $11,500. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
| 44)—‘Unfinished Business’ (U) and 
|‘Among Living’ (Par). Neat $9,000. 
| Last week, ‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) 
land ‘Fiesta’ (UA), fine $10,200. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Playmates’ (RKO) and 
|‘Confessions Boston Blackie’ (Col). 
| Excellent $5,100. Last week, ‘Ball of 
Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date with Falcon’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), nice $4,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 10- 
30-44)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d 
wk) and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA) (lst wk). 
Good $7,800. Last week, ‘Babes on 
Broadway’ (M-G) (2d wk), $7,500, 
good, considering. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)-— 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Sus- 
picion’ (RKO) split with ‘Lydia 
(UA) and ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G). 
Trim $1,100. Last week, ‘Honky 
Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Down San Diego’ 
(M-G) split with ‘New York Town 
(Par), ‘New Wine’ (UA) and ‘Ladies 
Retirement’ (Col), oke $900 in cold 
weather. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 





—West Cimarron’ nee. ‘Gay 
Falcon’ (RKO), ‘Blondie ingapore’ 
(Col) split triple with ‘Colorado 


(Rep), ‘Road Show’ (UA) and ‘Lone 
Rider, Bandit’ (Indie), ‘Face at Win- 
dow’ (Indie) and ‘Torso Murder’ 
(Indie). Improved $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Road Agent’ (U), ‘Mystery 
Ship’ (Col) and ‘Missing 10 Days 
(Col) triple split with ‘Rulers Sea’ 





Sow for paper’s Defense Bond car- 
fey Salesman. His crew is account- | 
ing for better than $21,000, best here 


(Par), ‘Flight Angel’ WB), ‘Bill 
Fargo’ (U) and ‘Hit Road’ (U), ‘Har- 
mon Michigan’ (Col), fair $900. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of January 22 
Astor—‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 13, 1940) 
Capitol—‘The Corsican Broth- 
ers’ (M-G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Criterion—‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 
(M-G) (21). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 17, 1941) 
Globe—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (2d 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Music Hall — ‘Bali of Fire’ 
(RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 3, 1941) 
Paramount — ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ (Par) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 26, 1941) 
Rialto—‘Call Out the Marines’ 
(RKO) (24). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 14) 
Roxy—I Wake Up Screaming’ 
(20th-Fox) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 22, 1941) 
Strand — ‘All Through the 
Night’ (WB) (23). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 3, 1941) 
Week of January 29 
Astor—‘King’s Row’ (WB) (2) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(4th week). 
Capitol—‘Design for Scandal’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 12, 1941) 
Globe—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (3d — 
week), 
Music Hall—‘Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 14) 
Paramount—‘Sullivan’s Trav- 
els’ (Par) (28). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Roxy—‘Son of Fury’ (20th-Fox) 
(30). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 7) 
Strand — ‘All Through 
Night’ (WB) (2d week). 


‘GREEN VALLEY’ TRIM 
$17,000 IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Jan. 20. 
Main stem wicket still rolling right 
along. ‘How Green Was My Valley’ 
is standout while duo, ‘Eager’ and 
‘North’ is sturdy at the Hipp. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th). Substantial 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Kildare’s Vic- 
tory’ (M-G) and Cab Calloway band, 
impressive $17,500. 

Great. Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Mr., 
Mrs. North’ (M-G). Neat money 
maker at $12,000. Last week, ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G) (2d wk), solid 
holdover, $10,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—'Died 
Boots On’ (WB) (2d run) (8 days). 
Hardy $9,000. Last week, ‘Corsican 
Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA) (2d 
run), nice $8,300. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—'‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U) 
and ‘Flying Cadets’ (U). Smooth go- 
ing at $7,000. Last week, ‘Men in 
Life’ (Col) and ‘Sweetheart Campus’ 
(Col), fair $6,000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-55)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d wk). Snug 
$8,000. Last week, same film, nifty 
$11,000. 


the 














N.Y. Biz Again Big 


on Weekends: 


Fire Blazing $93,000, ‘Corsican 
Nifty $37,000, Screaming’ Fair 386 





Bigger weekends, with other days 
light by comparison, have returned 
to Broadway ang, in most instances, 
the Saturday-Sunday receipts are 
responsible for substantial grosses 
being shown. A few pictures are 
struggling, but generally the tone 
of business rates from good to big. 

In addition to ‘Ball of Fire,’ a 
strong puller at the Music Hall, two 
holdovers command outstanding at- 
tention with their picture-stageshow 
bills. These are Par’s ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ and Gene Krupa, taking 
off today (Wed.) on the fourth-final 
week, and ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ plus Jimmy Dorsey at the 
Strand, on the third round. 


‘Ball of Fire’ will snare a sweet 
$93,000 for the Hall and holds over, 
while another fresh starter, ‘Corsican 
Brothers,’ is pacing at fine speed for 
around $37,000 at the Capitol. It 
also holds over. 

‘I Wake Up Screaming,’ at Roxy, 
broke slowly from the gate and 
even with a strong spurt over ithe 
weekend will still be no better than 
moderate at approximately $38,000. 
However, it will be retained another 
round. 

The State goes into lower gear 
with ‘Skylark’ on second-run and 
Vincent Lopez, due no doubt to the 
fact that the picture was beaten to 
death in playing three weeks at the 
first-run Paramount, two in Brook- 
lyn and three in nearby Newark. 
Some other Par films this season 
have gone directly into Loew’s 
neighborhood runs, skipping the 
State, partly because they have been 
drained of plenty at the Par up 
ahead. This week’s top for the State 
appears to be $19,000, disappointing. 

‘Purchase’ and Krupa, plus Dinah 
Shore, wrapped up its third week 
last right with an additional $48,500, 
immense. On the four-week en- 
gagement it will hit a new high for 
any show at the Par, including those 
that went five stanzas. 

The way the wind is blowing, 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ and 
Dorsey will hit $40,000, very big, on 
the current and final (3d) week at 
the Strand, another very hefty 
money-making bill. This show could 
easily be held further, but prior 
booking commitments prevent, with 
result ‘All Through the Night’ and 
Bob Chester, plus Georgie Price, 
move in Friday (23). Likewise the 
Par could go a fifth stanza with its 
show, but is anxious to get product 
rolling and brings in ‘Sullivan’s 
Travels’ Wednesday (28) with Glenn 
Miller on the pit. 

After a run that has been some- 
what disappointing with ‘Hellzapop- 
pin,’ explainable to some extent be- 
cause the Olsen and Johnson legit 
played the town so long and that 
they’re in a new show, Rivoli will 
open ‘Joan of Paris’ Saturday (24). 

Astor, dropping this week (4th) to 
around $7,500, slow, with ‘Shanghai 
Gesture,’ has been taken by Warners 
for ‘King’s Row,’ opening May 2 on 
a continuous policy at 99c scale 
throughout day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Loew’s (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—“Shanghai 


Gesture’ 
(UA) (4th wk). Dropping to a walk 





- 


Boston, Jan. 20. 


‘Ball of Fire’ won a third-week 
holdover at the Keith Memorial this 
week and is up in the important 


money. 


with the RKO-Boston, featuring 
‘Folie Internationale,’ local stage unit 
and ‘Paris Calling.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55- 
65)—‘Paris Calling’ (U) plus locally- 


tionale.’ Good $19,000. Last week, 
‘Wolf Man’ (U) and Orrin Tucker 
band on stage, same. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
—Confirm, Deny’ (20th) and ‘Har- 
vard, Here I Come’ (Col). 


On’ 
(WB), moveover from Met, $5,200. 


40-44-55)—Ball Fire’ (RKO) 
‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) 
wk). 
Last week (2d), very big $20,000. 

| Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
144-55)—Through Night’ (WB) and 





(‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th). 


‘Sundown’ at the two Loew | 
houses is running even for top coin | 55)—‘Sundown’ 
Lone Wolf’ 
000. 


produced stage unit, ‘Folie Interna- | 


Marking | 
time at $5,000. Last week, ‘Died Boots | wolf’ (Col). 
(WB) and ‘Body Disappears’ | 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- | 
and | 
(3d | 
Fine $18,000 for third stanza. | 
| $2,000. 


‘Paris Calling’ and Revue $19,000 in 
Hub; Sundown’ Oke 31!56 in 2 Spots 


On 
the okay side, around $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Remember Day’ (20th) and 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th), $12,000, mild 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
(UA) and ‘Secrets 
(Col). Satisfactory $18,- 
Last week, ‘Babes Broadway’ 
(M-G) and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA) (2d 
wk), $19,400, extra good. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) and 
‘Harvard, Here I Come’ (Col). Good 
for around $10,500, with extra ex- 
ploitation push. Last week, ‘Died 


| Boots On’ (WB) and ‘Body Disap- 
| pears’ (WB), moveover from Met, 
same, 


State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55 )— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and 
Hitting good stride at 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Babes Broad- 
way’ (M-G) and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA) 
(2d wk), holdover, $14,200, extra fine. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44)—‘Riot Squad’ (Mono) and ‘Big 
Boss’ (Col). 
Last week, ‘Devil Pays Off’ 
(Rep) and ‘Wings Honolulu’ 
$3,300, okay. 


‘Secrets Lone | 


On the skids to around | 


(U), 
i 


this week (4th) at 
while last week 
$12,000. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO-Disney) (2d 
wk). On return here doing well and 
probably about $14,500 this week; 
last stanza was $18,000, good. 


Capitol (Loew's) (4,620: 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Corsican Brothers’ 
(UA). Getting a good play, looking 
$37,000 or thereabouts, and holds 
over. Last week, second for ‘Two- 
Faced Woman’ (M-G), considerably 
on the downbeat at $20,000, but oke. 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75)—Pacific Blackout’ (Par). This 
one went red at $4,000 on the week 
ending last night (Tues.) and in 
comes ‘Mr. and Mrs, North’ (M-G) 
today (Wed.). The final (3d) week 
for ‘Sundown’ (UA) was close to 
$13,000 for a highly profitable 21-day 
run, aided importantly by the man- 
ner in which the picture was mer- 
chandised. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Paris Calling’ (U). A sleeper that’s 
on the way to a golden $14,000 at this 
small-seater and holds over. House 
ballyhoo very good on film. Last 
week. third for ‘Unholy Partners’ 
(M-G), very good money-getter, was 
$6.000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘One Foot in Heaven’ (WB) 
and ‘You’re in Army’ (WB), both 
second run. . This pair should ac- 
count for about $8.400, oke. Last 
week. ‘They Died With Their Boots 
On’ (WB) and ‘Rives in Night’ (WB), 
both 2d run, $8.000. 

Paramount (Pr) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Purchase’ (Par) and, on stage, 
Gene Krupa, Dinah Shore, others 
(4th-final wk). This show plays a 
Sweet, tune at the b.o. and could be 
held a fifth week if bookings didn’t 
interfere; on the third week through 
last night (Tues.) a big $48,500, fol- 
lowing weeks up front of $59.000 and 
$93,000. On engarement will gross 
more than any other show ever to 
play house, including those held for 
35 days. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945: 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) and stage show. 
Plenty hot with the customers at an 
indicated $93,000, or better, and 


about $7,500, 
(3d) was fair at 


holds. Last week, second for ‘Babes 
on Broadway’ (M-G), slowed to 
$73,000, just fair. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Treat "Em Rough’ (U). Snailing 
along for only about $5,000. In 


ahead, ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U), with 
some aid from Louis-Baer fight 
films, $6,000. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,096; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—'‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (4th-final wk). 
Goes 8% days for about $10,000, same 
as garnered prior (3d) semester, in 
both cases sparse takings. ‘Joan of 
Paris’ (RKO) starts Saturday (24). 

Rexy (20th) (5,886; 35 55-65-75-85) 
—I Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
stageshow. Some good notices pepped 
the weekend, but with opening very 
slack the first seven days will not 
| 8° beyond $38,000, not so hot, but 
holds over Last week, third for 
| ‘Remember the Day’ (20th), $32,000, 
| fair. 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—Skylark’ (Par) (2d run) 
|and Vincent Lopez. Picture, milked 








up ahead, holding gross to around 
$19,000, mildish. Last week, nice 
$25,000 was nabbed with ‘Pulham’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and a vaude bill in- 
cluding Romo Vincent and Joan 
Merrill. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Man Came to Dinner’ (WB) 
land Jimmy Dorsey (3d-final wk). 
Still very powerful at the b.o., with 
$40,000 indicated or the windup 
Last week (2d) was $48,000, big ‘All 
Through the Night’ (WB), Bob 
| Chester and Georgie Price consti- 


| tute the new show for Friday (23). 


BOOTS ON’ CLICKEROO 
$10,000, MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 

Mild weather has followed in the 
wake of 20-below-zero temperatures 
and is helping. A fairly strong cur- 
rent line-up is without any stage 
shows, but there’s a wide screen 
choice for the fans inasmuch as, with 
a single exception, the offerings are 
all newcomers. 

‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
| is attracting the most attention at 
the State. ‘“Two-Faced Woman’ at 
Orpheum. also is a leader. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Man at Large’ (20th) and ‘Go West? 
(Col). 100d $1,000 in three days. 
Last week, ‘Never Give Sucker 
| Break’ (U) and ‘Sealed Lips’ (U) 
| split with ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO) and 

(Continued on page 21) 
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“Sullivan's Travels’-G. Miller Wham 


$50,000 in Det.; Heaven’ Target’ 126 


Detroit, Jan. 20. 
Despite 150,000 men temporarily 
out of work while the auto industry 
tools up for war, the mechanics are 


heartened by the increasing war 
orders here and their spending is 
reflected in the loop. Biz, which 


had a few spotty weeks recently, is 
starting to boom again as the work- 


ers enjoy the current lay-off while 
munitions orders pile up and over- 
time looms for the near future. — 
Hitting boom figures, the Michigan 
is standing them up outside with 
Glenn Miller orchestra on the stage 
and ‘Sullivan's Travels.’ Looks like 
it will top $50,000, which is a new 





| week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (2d 
wk), $3,800, plenty. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
|—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col). March- 
Young combine good for $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Belong to Me’ (Col), $6,800, 
also good. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Terrif $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), $3,000, okay. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Playmates’ (RKO). Fairish $5,500. 
Lest week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d 
wk), $3,000, all right. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—Keep Flying’ (U) (2d run), 
three days: ‘Don’t Get Personal’ (U), 
one day: ‘Road Agent’ (U), three 


ord. Next biggest is| days. Good $1,600. Last week, ‘Small 
How: Green Is My Valley’ and| Town Deb’ (20th), three days; 
‘Gentleman at Heart,’ which 1S; ‘Sealed Lips’ (U), one day; ‘Sun- 
showing great staying power in its| down’ (UA) (2d run), three days; 
second week. Not just letting it rest | $1,700, nice. 


on the Miller name, the Michigan 
went out after the biz with adver- 
tising, aimed strictly at the kids, 
run in 14 of high school papers here, 
with tie-ups with both Wayne and 
Detroit universities. Also more than 
4,000 juke box stickers and window 
displays were used in all the record 
Ss. 
— Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Murder Ring’ (Col) and ‘40,000 
Horsemen’ (Indie). Choice $7,500. 
Last week ‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and 
‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) (2d wk), ordi- 
ary $5,000. 
" Ty Fon-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Showing far above average hold- 
over strength and may cop surprise 
$25,000 after sock $30,000 last week. 
Michigan (United Detriot) (4,000; 
40-55-65 )—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
and Glenn Miller orch on_ stage. 
This will top $50,000, smash, and 
new house mark. Last week, ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA) and ‘Lydia’ (UA), fair 
$15,000. : ; 
Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3.000; 40-55-65)—‘Foot in Heaven’ 
(WB) and ‘Target Tonight’ (WB). 
Nice $12,000. Last week, ‘Man to 
Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Tanks Million’ 
(UA) (2d wk), so-so $6,500. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
2.000; 40-55-65)—‘Babes Broadway’ 
M-G) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) 
(3d wk). Staying steady at $8,500 
after a solid $10,000 last week. 


LA. PURCHASE’ 
18146, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Jan. 20. 
Sun is shining through the snow 
for the key stands, despite the war 
and everything. ‘Rain and Shine,’ 











aided by Cab Calloway’s stage jivers, 
leads the city at Palace with steep 
figure of $25,000. Not to be com- 
ared with Glenn Miller’s $32,000 
ast week. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ also is rolling 
up a sweet bankroll for State and 
Hipp’s jumping over th¢ hurdles in 
fine shape with ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Surprisingly good for moveover, 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ 
(WB) (2d wk), even better, $6,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). Pretty 
sophisticated for Hipp crowd but 
$15,000 is likely, far above average. 
Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) 
ran into blizzard, $10,500, so-so. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Rain, Shine’ (20th) plus Cab 
Calloway’s orch. A big week for 
Cab and hordes of eager jitterbugs; 
swell $25,000. Last week, ‘Blues in 
Night’ (WB) and Glenn Miller’s orch 
knocked the spots off the town for 
great $32,000, with band obviously 
the real b.o. magnet. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘La. Purchase’ (Par). Tuning 
up this de luxe stand for a husky 
$18,500, with a chance to go over that 
mark. Last week, ‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA), gratifying $16,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35- 
42-55)—‘Corsican Bros.” (UA) (2d 
wk). Lots of action on this move- 
over, $7,000, equaling last week’s 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), which also 
copped crisp $7,000 on second lap. 





‘Johnny Eager’ Bangup 
$8,000, Memphis Leader 


Memphis, Jan. 20. 
Tide that turned with New Year’s 
is still rolling on. ‘Johnny Eager’ is 
clicking to a holdover at Loew’s 
State. Sleeper of week is ‘All 

Through the Night’ at the Warner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (10-33-44)—‘Through 
Night’ (WB). Swell $6,500, Last} 





‘Swamp Water’ $9,500 
Leads Seattle Despite 
New Partial Blackout 


Seattle, Jan. 20. 

With blackouts almost forgotten, 
show biz was doing much better un- 
til a new order made the ‘partial 
blackout’ more drastic. Police chief 
issued orders banning all neon light- 
ing, excessive lighting, lights above 
the second floor and also restricted 
marquee illumination. This makes 
the burg look dark at night and also 
the show biz. 

But there is so much defense pay- 
roll in town and loose coin that thea- 
tres fill up over weekends. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58) — ‘Babes Broadway’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Big $3,600. Last 
week, “Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th), nice 
fourth week at $3,200. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Sky- 
lark’ (Par) (2d run). Heading for 
excellent $3,500. Last week, ‘Little 
Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Never Rich’ 
(Col) (2d run), good $2,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
58)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Un- 
expected Uncle’ (RKO). Paced to 
reach a whopping $9,000. Last week, 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), nifty 
$7,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA) (2d wk). Big $5,000. 
Last week, same pair, neat $6,500. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 
‘La. Purchase’ (Par) (3d wk). Great 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Green Valley’ 
= (3d wk), $4,300, great on eight 

ays. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,100; 30-40-58) 
—Green Valley’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Four days over weekend, okay 
$2,000. Last week, dark. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58) 
—Appointment Love’ (U) and ‘Don’t 
Get Personal’ (U). Fair at $6,000 but 
disappointing. Last week, ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ (U) and ‘Sealed Lips’ (U), 
nine days of second sesh, good $6,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
50-58)—‘Melody Lane’ (U) and ‘Dis- 
trict Attorney Carter Case’ (Rep) 
plus vaude. Good $6,500. Last week, 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) and vaude, 
sock $7,600, and above expectations. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par). Great $9,500, 
and surprisingly fine business. Last 
week (2d), ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ big 
$7,500 in eight days. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40) 
—‘Wake Screaming’ (20th) and 
‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d run). Hitting nice 
clip for solid $3,400. Last week (30- 
40-58), ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (4th 
wk), hit lofty $4,200. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Law 
Tropics’ (WB) (2d run). Good $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) and 
‘Our Wife’ (Col), great $3,600. 


‘DINNER’ HUGE $25,000 











Brooklyn, Jan. 20. . 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ and 
‘Secrets of Lone Wolf’ at Fabian 
Paramount crowding out all other 
downtown deluxers. Fox with ‘Blues 
in Night’ and ‘Night Jan. 16,’ and 
Loew’s Metropolitan with ‘Two- 
Faced Woman’ and ‘Unholy Partners’ 
are running neck-and-neck. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,374; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Con- 
firm, Deny’ (20th). Okay $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Date Falcon’ (2d wk), nice $12,500. 
Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 


‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘Night 
Jan. 16’ (Par): Uneventful $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ (WB) 


and ‘Sailor Leave’ (Rep) (3d wk), 
fine $15,000. 
Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55)— 








B'KLYN; ‘WOMAN’ 156 


*‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
holy Partners’ (M-G). Garbo flicker 
evoked no great shakes here, me- 
diocre $15,000. Last week, ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Intl. Lady’ (UA), 
okay $14,000. 
ioe (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55)—'Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 


‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ (Col), strong 
$25,000. Last week, ‘Men_ in Life 
| (Col) and ‘In Army’ (WB), dull 
| $12,000. 


Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55 )— 
| ‘Stork Pays Of?’ (Col) and stage show 
| with Eddie Duchin’s orchestra, quiet 


' $8,000 in four days. ’ Last week, 
|‘Queen Murder Ring (Col) and 
Harry James’ orchestra on stage, 


good $11,000 for same run. 


Valley’ $22,000 
In Wash.; ‘York 
23G for Repeat 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

Some topnotch product on display 
this week. ‘Sergeant York,’ back at 
Earle for popular price engagement, 
got off to a big weekend biz and will 
lead the town with a socko take. 
‘How Green My Valley,’ at Palace, 
is only a step behind. 

‘Ball of Fire’ is turning out to be 
real prize package, with the third 
week at Keith’s out to equal if not 
better the second stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G), plus 
vaude. Critics called n.s.h., but get- 
ting a fair $16,000. Last week, ‘Pul- 
ham’ (M-G), plus vaude, sizzling 
$22,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Skylark’ (Par) moveover). Okay 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Corsican Bros.’ 








(UA) (moveover), average $5,000, 
but better than expected. 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 


‘Sgt. York’ (WB), plus vaude. Hotter 
than when opened here originally 
now that country’s at war; superb 
$23,000. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB) (2d wk), plus vaude, profit- 
able $15,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk). Over 
weekend each day topped corre- 
sponding day secorti week, so looks 
good for at least sweet $16,000, last 
week’s figure. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB) and ‘Date 
with Falcon’ (RKO) (2d wk). ‘Tar- 
get’ the draw, set for okay $4,500. 





Last week, same bill, top-notch 
$7,500. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 


‘Green Valley’ (20th). Got rave send- 
off for excellent $22,000. Last week, 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
fair enough $13,000. 


‘Corsican’ $14,500, Best 
Entry in Providence; 


Thru Night’ High 126 


Providence, Jan. 20. 

In its third week at the RKO 
Albee ‘Ball of Fire’ seems to be 
headed for almost the same as on 
second sesh. Also in the higher 
brackets are ‘Corsican Brothers’ at 
Loew’s State and ‘All Through the 
Night’ at the Majestic. ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ shifted to Carlton 
for second downtown week and 
pulling nicely. Sammy Kaye is solid 
at Metropolitan, teamed with ‘I 
Killed That Man.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date Falcon’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). Stepping along to 
as nifty biz as in second stanza, 
zowie $9,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Per- 








fect Snob’ (20th) (2d run). Nice 
moveover, swell $5,000. Last week, 
‘Died with Boots’ (WB) (2d run), 


good $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
|‘Wolf Man’ (U) and vaude on stage. 
Keeping happy with zippy weekend, 
neat $6,500. Last week, ‘South 
Tahiti’ (Rep) and vaude, nice $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Through Night’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB). Spotted for high 
flying $12,000. Last week, ‘Green 
Valley’ (20th) and ‘Perfect Snob’ 
(20th), bangup $15,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 32-55- 
§5)-—-Sammy Kaye orchestra and ‘I 
Killed That Man’ (Mono). Nice 
$9,500 in four-day run. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) and ‘Hay- 
foot? (UA). Strong $14,500. Last 
week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
sock $9,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) and ‘Devil 
Pays Off? (Rep). Not too strong 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ 





(2d wk), nice $5,000, 


Dinner’ Crisp $16,000, ‘Tarzan’ 136. 
‘Dawn’ Bright 126 in Thriving Balto 





MONT’L LOOKING UP 


‘Keep ’Em Flying’ Robust $8,500— 
‘Dinner’ Same, ‘Laughing’ 5G H.O. 








Montreal, Jan. 20. 

Two standouts currently, Palace 
with ‘Keep 'Em Flying’ and Loew's 
with ‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Keep Em Flying’ (U). Good $8,500. 
Last week (2d), ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
(Par), so-so $4,500. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Gay 
Falcon’ (RKO) (2d wk). Good 


enough $5,000 in sight after smart 
$8,500 last week. 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). Heading for 
robust $8,500. Last week (2d), 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), feeble 
$4,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 


‘In Army’ (WB) and ‘Steel Against 
Sky’ (WB). Nice $4,500. Last week, 
‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘9 Lives 
Not Enough’ (WB), fair $3,500. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Still clicking for good $3,000 after 


st aaa $3,500 last week, its 
third. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 


30-40)—‘Le Monde Tremblera’ and 
‘Nitchevo.’ Average $4,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Serenade’ and ‘Maris de 
Ma Femme,’ oke $4,300. 





‘Keep Flying’ Zooming 
To $17,000 in Newark; 
‘Purchase’ 106 on 3d Wk. 


Newark, Jan. 20. 

Attendance at all Newark first-run 
houses is good. Strongest picture is 
‘Keep ’Em Flying,’ drawing power- 
ful business at the Branford. ‘Two- 
Faced Woman’ seems likely to be 
second best at the Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—‘Stork Pays Off’ (Col) and Harry 
James band on the stage. Nice 
$15,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Devil 
Pays Off’ (Rep) and Claude Thorn- 
hill’s orchestra and Cass Daley, fair 


$13,000. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-38-44- 
55)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (WB) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB). Swell 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB) and ‘Sealed Lips’ (U) (2d wk), 
okay $13,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44) 
—Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and ‘Be- 
long to Me’ (Col). Mild $2,400, Last 





week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Three Girls’ (Col), ditto. 
Little (Indie) (300; 33-39-55)— 


‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Indie). Walloping 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Sins Bali’ (Indie) 


and ‘She-Devil Island’ (Indie) (8th 
wk), fine $1,100. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000: 
30-35-44-55)—‘La. Purchase’ (Par) 


and ‘District Attorney Carter Case’ 
(Rep) (3d wk). Neat $10,000. Last 
week, great $14,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘All 
Money Buy’ (RKO). These plus 
vaude on Monday and Tuesday eve- 
nings, Satisfactory $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Cadet 
Girl (20th) (2d wk) plus 5-act 
stage bill, Monday and uesday 
nights, powerful $14,500, 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Mystery Ship’ (Col). Trim $15,500. 


Last week, ‘Pulham’ (M-G) and 
‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ (Col), fair 
$13,500. 





DENVER BIZ WHAMMY 


‘Ball’ $15,000, ‘Purchase’ Ditto on 3d 
—‘Hellz’ 12G, ‘Heaven’ 1G 








Denver, Jan. 20. 

‘Ball of Fire’ and ‘Obliging Young 
Lady’ at Orpheum are packing them 
in and holding over, But the sur- 
prise package is the way ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ is  travellin along on 
its third session, even Gethariee the 
second session figure with ‘Pacific 
Blackout’ added. Naturally it holds 
a fourth week. ‘One Foot in Heaven’ 
is a strong entry at the Paramount, 
pastor in _book on which film is 
based, having preached here at one 
time, 

Estimates for This Week 
_Aladdin Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Bed- 
time Story’ (Col), after a week at 
Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB), after a week 
at Denver, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Spit- 
fire at Sea’ (RKO), after two weeks 
at Orpheum, Nice $3,000. Last week, 
‘Green Valley’ (20th), after a week 
$2 ta Denver and Aladdin, good 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 





(Par) and ‘Tuxedo Junction’ ae J 


(Continued on page 20) 





Baltimore, Jan. 20. 

One of the local downtown exhibs 
wondered audibly this week, ‘Where 
do the people come from?’ Doings 
here have taken such a spurt of late, 
particularly on weekends that profit 
is registered on almost any product. 
Now reputed to be 1,000,000 popula- 
tion here which explains upbeat. 

What were previously sloughed 
off by first runs into subsequent 
nabes, now find ready initial dates in 
three new houses recently erected 
on the outskirts of the downtown 
civic center. The Times has been 
rounding out the leavings of first-run 
product with fulsome _ newsreels 
while the Mayfair, built by Bill 
Hicks as a downtown subsequent, 
switched a month ago using ‘40,000 
Horsemen’ and mopping up for three 
weeks. It is doing okay now with 
‘Unholy Partners.’ Another opening 
was the Roslyn last week, with a 
first repeat of ‘Sergeant York’ at 
regular downtown prices but slightly 
under the scale set for the recent 
smasho three-week run at the 
Stanley. Film is doing well at the 
new house. 

Of the current listings, ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ at the Stanley, 
and ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ at Keiths, 
are leading the healthy field for 
strong returns. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44)—‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G). 
Surprisingly good at $13,000. Last 
week (2d), ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) 
added a $12,800 to a smasho opening 
holiday round to $20,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Bedtime 
Story’ (Col) plus vaude. Steady pace 
at $14,000. Last week, ‘Gay Falcon’ 
(RKO) with Blackstone’s’ magic 
show on stage, boosting to a healthy 
$15,900. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44) —‘Hold Dawn’ (Par). 
Strong $12,000. Last week, ‘Paris 


Calling’ (U), fair $7,900. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Un- 
holy Partners’ (M-G). Getting some 
play to possible $5,000, good for this 
new house just gone first run after 
a brief effort as a downtown subse- 
quent. Last week (3d), ‘40,000 Horse- 
men’ (Indie) all right $3,800 to big 
total of $12,200 for pervious brace. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) (4th wk), 
Holding very well to $4,000 after an 
extra big $29,000 in previous three 
weeks, 

Roslyn (Levin) (800; 17-25-40-55) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB). In at regular 
downtown prices at this new theatre. 
Extra-healthy draw in _ previous 
three weeks on upped scale at Stan- 
ley, is reflected in satisfying $5,500, 
House is somewhat off the beaten 
track and following still has to be 
built. 

Stanley (WB) (2,280: 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). Mopping 
up at lusty $16,000. Last week (2d), 


‘Died Boots on’ (WB) added swell 
$12,700 to solid initial round of 
$16,600. 


Times (Schecter) (740; 17-28-39)— 


‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB). Pretty 
fair $3,600. Opening ‘Honolulu Luw’ 
(Col) tomorrow (Wed.). 


‘Hellz’ Best Newcomer 
In Mildish K.C., $8,000; 
‘Thru Night’ Meagre 66 


Kansas City, Jan. 20. 

One of the milder weeks. Although 
the severe weather has tapered off 
attractions are not too strong, and 
holdovers are slowing down biz gen- 
erally. Best entry is probably ‘Hellz- 
apoppin’ in the Esquire and Uptown 
houses. ‘Tarzan’ at the Midland ‘All 
Through the Night’ at the Newman 
are mild newcomers. 

‘Ball of Fire,’ in its third week at 
the Orpheum with advanced prices, 
is getting good turnover for such a 
long run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 11-30-44)— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). Picture version 
proving highly acceptable to wacky 
comedy fans, favorable $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d wk) 
finished strongly with $6,500. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 11-30-44) 
—Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and ‘Intl 
Lady’ (U). Mediocre $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 
Victory’ (M-G), bullish $13,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
-44)—'Through Night’ (WB). May 
reach $6,000, average. Last week, 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (3d wk), 
coupled with ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) 
(1st wk), fair $5,300. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 15-40-55) 
—Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk). This 
stanza at $5.000 added to previous 
weeks of $7.000 and $11,000 near the 
maximum take in this house, since 
few films hold three weeks. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 
‘Tuxedo Junction’ (Rep) plus variety 
bill on stare. Combo will get an 
average $6.000. Last week, ‘Cadet 
Girl’ (20th), with Russ Morgan orch 
on stage at top of 50c, okay $9,500. 
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‘Johnny Eager’ Neat $19,000, Frisco 


Topper; ‘Ball Fire’ Sock 156 on 3d Wk. 





San Francisco, Jan. 20. 

Street is fairly quiet excepting for 
a heavy campaign on ‘Johnny Eager,’ 
the town’s topper, at the Fox. ‘All 
Thru the Night’ teamed with ‘Steel 
Against the Sky’ is okay at the Par- 
amount. ‘Ball of Fire’ continues at 
a terrific gait at the Golden Gate on 
third stanza, and may go a fourth. 
George Bole, manager of the Gate, is 
leaving after 10 years to take a post 
at Universal. It’s the talk of the 
street. 

Dailies and radio still urge folks to 
lead normal lives, with the result 
that business is slowly crawling back 
near normal. Believed here, how- 
ever, that the tax bite is beginning 
to be reflected at the box office. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Devil 
Pays Off’ (Rep). Taylor-Turner 


TNT campaign should net a nifty 
$19,000. Last week (2d), ‘Babes on 
Broadway’ (M-G) okay with $12,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 
65)-—Ball Fire’ (RKO) and vaude 
(3d wk). Excellent $15,000 on hold- 
over. Sam Goldwyn so pleased he 
even wrote Manager George Bole a 
letter. Last week (2d), terrific 
$21,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50) —‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Never 
Give Sucker Break’ (U). Peddled on 
terror-sex angle, but probably only 
fair $8,000. Last week (2d), ‘Belong 
to Me’ (Col) and ‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ 
(Col), fairish $7,300. . 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40- 
50)—Through Night’ (WB) = and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB). Gangland- 
gestapo theme worth okay $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kitdare’s Victory’ (M-G), fin- 
ished with $15,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G) (move- 
over). Average $5,000. Last week, 
ditto for moveover of ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ (Par), third week solo on 
Market street. 


United Artists (UA-Blumenfeid) 


(1.100: 35-40-50) —‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Sagging, only mild $5,000. Last 
week (3d), fell considerably below 


expectations to $6,200. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—Green Valley’ (20th) (3d. wk). 
Riding alone, will get nifty $10,000. 
Last week (2d), okay $13,000. 


Ted Lewis-'Go West’ Big 
$14,000, Cincy Bonanza; 
‘Johnny Eager’ $10,500 


20. 
up to 





Cincinnati, Jan. 
returns holding 

fair-to-middlin’ level 
Heading the pack is the combo 
Shubert, with Ted Lewis’ band the 
magnet, linked with ‘Go West Young 
Lady.’ Top pix grosser is ‘Johnny 
Eager’ for a satisfactory Palace fig- 
ure. Next best is ‘Bedtime Story’ 
at the Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 


General 
last week's 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col). Dull $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ (WB), 


nice $11,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Excellent $7,000. Last week (2d), 
big $7,500 after a wham $12,000 in 
first stanza. 

Family (RKO) 15-28) 
‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th) and 
"Outlaws Desert’ (Par), split with 
‘Great Guy’ (PRC) and ‘Sierra Sue 


(1,000: 


+ 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Last Week 





$1,984,300 


(Based on 28 cities, 193 thea- 


tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 


N. Y.) 
! 


Total Gross Same Week 
9 eee $1,664,300 
(Based on 25 cities, 171 theatres) 


—-—— 


EAGER’ 166, 
PHILLY H.0. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 











Business has a healthy tinge this | 


week. Defense money, which has 
been pouring into this center of war 
industry at a rapid pace, is also be- 
ginning to make itself felt. There 
are few weak spots this week, de- 
spite the holdovers, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68) 
—Green Valley’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Hefty $12,000 for round three. Last 
week, ‘Valley’ about same. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Pulham’ (M-G) (2d run). Big 
$4,600 at this small-seater. Last 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G), 
fine $3,400 for second week of second 


run, 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d wk). Hold- 
over to fill gap by sudden yanking 
of ‘Citizen Kane’ booking. Satis- 
factory $11,000. Initialer okay $15,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 ) 
—‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) teamed 
with Claude Thornhill orch and 
Larry Adler on stage. Solid $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Playmates’ (RKO) plus 
Phil Spitalny band, moderate $19,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Tuneful $16,000 for h.o. sesh. Opener 
a torrid $20,000. 


Karliton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
— Bedtime Story’ (Col) (2d run). 


Barely par, $4.000. Last week, ‘Keep 
"Em Flying’ (U) kept up neat pace 
with $4,000 for second week of deuce 
run. 








Gable-Turner $3,500 in 


Lincoln, Jan. 20. 
No killers this week but ‘Johnny 
| Eager’ and ‘You Belong to Me’ are 
doing nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750: 10-15-20)—‘Missouri 


split with ‘Range War’ (Par) 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB). Scant 
$800. Last week, ‘King Dodge City’ 
(Col) and ‘Army Girl’ (Rep) split 
| with ‘Underground Rustlers’ (Mono) 
and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), n.s.g. 
$700. 


Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 





| 10-30-44) —‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). 
| Nice $3,500. Last week, ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G) (2d wk), $2,200, 


| six days, not good. 
| Nebraska (C-P) (1,236; 10-20-25 )— 
| ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Don’t Get 
| Personal (U). good $1,600. 
|Last week, ‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) 
| and ‘Sing Chorus’ (U), dull $1,300. 
| State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-20- 
25)—‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col) and 
‘Spooks Wild’ (Mono). Only five 
days, closed today (20) oke $1,200. 
Last week, ‘Unexpected Uncle’ 
(RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO). five 
days, fair $1,100. 
Stuart (C-P) 


Fairly 





(1.884; 10-30-44) 
Swamp Water’ (20th). Lucky to 
edge over $3,000. Last week, ‘Design 
Scandal’ (M-G), $3,200, on the line. 
Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col). Best talk on 
this, with newspaper playing strong. 
Likely $3,200. Last week, ‘Major 
Barbara’ (UA), five days, sad $1,800. 


‘HELLZA’ TORRID $8,000 











Portland, Ore., Jan. 20. 
‘Suspicion’ teamed with ‘Unex- 
pected Uncle’ at the Paramount is 
business holds 


leading the town as 
remarkably well. Outstanding this 
week, though, is the remarkable 





strength displayed by ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
coupled wih ‘Sealed Lips’ on its 
second session at the Broadway. 


| Olsen-Johnson comedy is not far off | 
| from the initial week which battled | 
Portland | 


a blizzard to easily lead 


| biz. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U). Still drawing crowds in 
second stanza for strong $8,000 


Keith’s (WB) (2,220: 35-46-57-68) | week, bonanza $11,500 despite bliz- 
—Man to Dinner’ (WB) (2d run), | zard. 
Plenty of vitamins with healthy Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin | (1.509: 35-40-50)—‘Babes Broadway’ 
Man Rog mediocre $4,000 for | ()7-G). Moveover from U.A. for 
secona-run try . ” an ae » 5 " 
J 7 ae third winning week, high 5,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) | Past week, ‘Died Boots On’ CWE) 


—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Plenty hot with nifty $11,000 for this 
stand. Last week’s gate for second 


| chukker healthy $15,000. 





(Rep). Average $1,900. Last week 

‘ io | 
Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) and | 
Among Living’ (Par), divided with | 


‘Road Agent’ (U) and ‘Let Em Have 
It’ (PRC), favorable $1,800. 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
ulham’ (M-G). Moveover from 
Palace for second week on mainline 
Fair $4,500. Last week, ‘Helzapop- 
pin’ (U) (2d wk), okay $4,500 fol- 
lowing first week's tall $10,000. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 


™p 


‘Died Boots On’ (WB). Switched 
from Albee for second downtown 
week. Fair $4,000. Last week, 


‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Slick $5,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
Babes Broadway’ (M-G). Second 
transfer for third week downtown. 
Good $3,500. Last week, ‘Green Val- 


ley’ (20th) sirly good 
$3 200 (3d run), fairly goo 
Palace (RKO) (2.600; 33-40-50)— 


Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Bright $10,- 
ae Last week, ‘Pulham’ (M-G), 
airly good $9,500. 
Cotubert (RKO) (2,150: 33-44-60)— 
Hine (Col) and Ted Lewis’ orch. 
die -hatted maestro the happy me- 
s m for a hefty $14,000. Last week. 
riamour Boy’ (Par) and Teddy 


Owell’s bs > . . P . 
_ 44S Dal d “tngp <s A 
fair $10 One heading stage sho 





! 
j 


Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 

‘Tarzan Treasure’ (M-G). Smash- 
ing $8500. Last week, ‘Swamp 
Water’ (20th) wound up surprising 
run after six weeks with bright 
$4,500 


Just Another Ride 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Buck Jones, Tim McCoy and Ray- 
mond Hatton climb back into their 
saddles for another of their Rough 
Riders series of gowpoke films for 
Monogram, titled ‘Ghost Town.’ 

Picture rolls Feb. 5 as a Scott R. 
Dunlop production, 


and ‘Melody Lane’ (U) four days of 
third week moveover took about 
$3,500. House legit balance of week. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) ‘Green 
(20th) and ‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ (Col) 
(3d wk). Going for a big $5,200. 
Second week, great $6,900. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 


stimulating $7,100. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,100; 35- 
40-50) —‘Appointment Love’ (U) and 





| ‘Swing Soldier’ (U). Opened well, 
| but going to only a fair $5,500. Last 
| week, ‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and 


|‘Road Agent’ (U) (2d wk), 
and moved to Mayfair. 





Lincoln; ‘Belong’ $3,200 


Outlaw’ | 
(Rep) and ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB) | 
and | 


ON PORTLAND 2D WEEK 


Last | 


Valley’ | 


‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (RKO). Great $8.500 Last | 
iweek, ‘La. Purchase’ (Par) and 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) (2d wk) 


big $7.000, | < 
| $9,000 


‘Corsican’ Nice $27,000 in 2 Spots 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 

| This Week $338,900 
(Based on 13 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year $373,700 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘BUGLE 146 ON 











Louisville, Jan. 20. 
With a break in the weather, first- 
/runs aré really on the upbeat. Con- 
|sensus here is that the war is help- 
ing biz, patrons attending shows to 
|relax their minds. Rubber situation 
|is also rated a factor, local manage- 
ments feeling that biz has taken an 
upturn 





land pleasure riding, now are coming 
| to the film theatres. 

' Topper this week is easily ‘Bugle 
| Sounds’ which preemed at Loew’s 
State Wednesday (14). Turnout was 


' terrific. Hollywood searchlights and 
lall trimmings, Wallace Beery in 


| person and plenty of men in uniform 
'made for gala occasion. It was the 
| biggest premiere ever put on here. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
| (1,400: 15-30-40)—‘Babes Broadway’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Mr,. Mrs. North’ (M-G). 


! 


ao Ho 


L'VILLE PREEM: 








| 


As L.A. Slumps; ‘All Thru Night’ 
N.S.H. $18,000, ‘Ball Fire’ OK 3d Wk. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 20, 

Good weather is helping offset hese 
itancy of public to use automobiles, 
Heavy weekend play is rule with 
first-runs and nabes, many smaller 
houses getting enough biz on the 
three days to make up partly for 
low dips during week. 

‘Corsican Brothers’ is doing a nifty 
$27,000 at Chinese and State. ‘Scan- 
Gals’ unit plus ‘I Killed That Man’ 
is a strong $17,500 at the Orpheum. 
‘All Thru the Nis is getting only 
$18.000 at the Hollywood and Down. 


L¢ 
mt 


town ‘Ball of Fire’ is topping this 
figure on third week at the RKO 
Hillstreet and Pantages. with a 


profitable $20,300, 
After showing exceptional strength 
last week at the State and Chinese, 


‘Green Valley’ continues strong on 
its moveover to the United Artists 
and Wilshire. ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 


wound up after three weeks and two 
days at the Paramount, with house 
bringing in ‘Bahama Passage’ Satur- 
day (17) for a 10-day swing with 
$23,000 as likely take. 

Hawaii is currently 


in the 14th 


| week with ‘Citizen Kane,’ a surprise 
| run, 


because many patrons who | 
|formerly sought recreation on trips | mn 
; 44-55-75 )—’Dumbo’ (RKO) (5th wk). 


| 


| Second stanza for this pair on move- | 


lover week, swell $3,000. Last week, 
movover week, rousing $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 
—*Texas’ (Col) and ‘Ladies Retire- 
ment’ (Col). split with ‘Three Girls’ 
(Col) and ‘Great Guns’ (20th). 


$1,500. Last week, ‘Weekend Havana’ 
| (20th) and ‘Parachute’ Battalion’ 
(RKO), mild $1,200. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 


30-40)—Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and 
i ‘Intl. Lady’ (Col). Off to a-resound- 
ing start with premiere Wednesday 
night (14) which literally blocked 


| 


Good | 


| 


| the downtown district, result of the | 


| biggest exploitation campaign ever 
lattempted here. ° Terrific $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Pulham’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G), profitable 
$10,000. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—Died Boots on’ (WB) (3d 
wk), Fine $3,000, Last week, same 


film, slick $3,800. 
| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
| 30-40) —‘Green 


; crets 


Valley’ (20th) and 
i‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). With general | 
upturn in pie biz along the main 
stem, th looks like sturdy $12,000 


Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘4 
Jacks, Jill’ (RKO), fair $7,500 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40)—‘Paris Calling’ (U) 
|‘Melody Lane’ (U). Couple of pics 
b.o. pull here 
week, ‘Wolf Man’ (U) 
Kansas’ (U), splendid 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





Holdovers Hogging Playing Time, But ‘Bugle Sounds’ ‘All 


Thru Night’ and ‘Johnny Eager’ Show Early Strength 


of first-run hold 
playing time 


Strongest 


montns 


group 


nating 


don 


| With two to four weeks’ bookings in scores of theatre 


they are holding off the newet feat 
finding it difficult to prove their b 
seattered screenings, 

Strangely, each of seven national d 


resented by one entry in the choice company of ex- 


tended run films. More or less in t 
pulling power the list includes ‘Lo 
(Par). ‘How Green Was My Valley? 
Broadway’ (M-G), ‘They Died with 
(WB). ‘Corsican Brothers’ 
and ‘Bali of Fire’ (Goldwyn-RKO). 


With insufficient bookings nationally to place th 
in accurate money rating, the week’s new reileasés, a 


reported by ‘Variety’ 


’ (20th), ‘Babes on 


correspondents 
contain several promising prospects that the 





overs in several ‘Johr Eager’ (M-G), heft erever shown and 
in the key spot proof of the value of the Robert Taylor-Lana Turnei 
combo. and ‘Paris Calling’ (U), which did well 


are 
it in 


ures. Latte 
oxoffice mer 


new entry, 


Boston and on Broadway, but spotty elsewhere. Othe: 
‘Sullivan’s 


Travels’ (Par) had its only 


showing of the week at the Michigan theatre, Detroit, 


istributors is rep- 


he order of their 
uisiana Purchase’ 


was. garnered 


from 


currently by circuit bookers. 


where a new house record, $50,060 plus, is reported for 
the combination of film and Glenn Miller’s band. 

Some estimate of the public’s 
power may be derived from the excellent $23,000 which 
by 


amusement purchasing 


‘Sere York’ (Lasky-WB) 


eant 


Their Boots On’ popular-priced rebooking in Washington. Previous 
(UA), ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) showing had been at road show scale. 
Their brilliance somewhat dimmed by the holdovers, 
them ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), *Man Who Came to Dinner’ (WB), 
‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) and ‘Remember the Day’ 
coast to (20th). notwithstanding, are rated as among the best 


‘Man to Dinner’ was best 


| —‘Kane’ 


15-25) | 


Estimates tor This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1.516: 33- 


Big weekend play carries to profit- 
able $4,800. Last week, $5,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034* 33- 
44-55-75) —‘Corsican Bros’ (UA) and 
‘Right to Heart’ (20th). Nice take 
$12,500. Lasi week, ‘Green Valley’ 
(20th), solo but surprising $14,200. 

Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55) 
—All Thru Night’ (WB). Moderate 
$10,000. Last week, second for ‘Died 
Boots On’ (WB), good $10,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC€) (900: 33-44- 
55)—‘Pulham’ (M-G) (4th wk). Still 
profitable at $3,500. Last week, okay 
$4,200 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 33-44-55-75) 
(RKO) (14th wk) Both 
house and exchange still showing 
profit, $3,600. Last week. $4,200. 

Kiollywood (WB) (2,756: 33-44-55) 


“All Thru Night’ (WB). Average 
biz, $8,000. Last week, second of 
‘Died with Boots On’ (WB), fine 


$10,000. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 
—‘Killed That Man’ (Mono). and 
‘George White Scandals of 1942” on 
stage. White’s revue responsible for 
most of $17,500. Sally Rand hit about 
$16,000 last week with personal ape 
pearance in front of locally-assem- 
bled revue plus ‘District Attorney’ 
(Rep). 

Pantages (Pan) 2,812: 33-44-55)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (33d wk) and ‘See 
Lone Wolf’ (Col). Extra big 
$9,800. Last week, good $14,200 with 
‘Swing Soldier’ (U) as second feature, 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 33-44-55) 
—Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘Pae 
cific Blackout’ (Par). Expecting to 
hold for 10 day o house can get 
back to regular Thursday ovening, 
$23,000 Third week of ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ totaled $14,000. with two 


| days added catching $3,400 


and | 


fine | 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872: 33- 
44-55)—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk) 
and ‘Secret Lone Wolf’ (Col), 
Slipped but still nice $10,500 Last 


| Washout at $3 


| making this a big week. 
| ture will 


° | 
in a 


week, excellent $14,000 with ‘Swing 
Soldier’ (U) in support 

State (Loew-F-WC) 
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Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44-55) 
Green Valley’ (20th) Spinning 
merrily ot moveove f hefty 
$8,000 Last week, ‘Chocolate Sole 
dier’ (M-G) and ‘Hayfoot’ (UA), 
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Jersey City. Jan. 390. 
‘Two-Faced Woman,” at Loew’s, 
and ‘Skylark,’ at the Stanley, are 


Garbo pic- 
easily top the town. 
Estimates for This Week 


Leew’s (Loew's) (3.205: 30-35-55)— 
| ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Mystery Ship’ (Col). May hit good 


email high theatre receipts will be maintained in town in Baltimore, above average in Cleveland, | 

tht aed the late winter months, Newcomers include strong in Brooklyn and finished off a three-week stand 
1roug I 1 ° sve mers: ‘ e treads hin 

‘Bucle Sounds’ (M-G), a Wallace Beery vehicle, ex- in Cincinnati. 


ploiting the U. S. Army tank corps, which had its 
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‘All Through the Night’ (WB), 
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w the current supply of | 


$16.000 or thereabouts 
‘Pulham’ (M-G) and 
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Wolf’ (Col). neat $15.500 

Stanley (WB) (4.500: 30-35-55)— 
‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Body Disap- 
pears i‘WB). Nice $15,000 Last 
week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 


‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) (2d wk), 
1s $13,000. 
State (Skoura 


as) (2,200; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Men in Life’ 


(Col) and ‘Confirm, 
Deny’ (20th) Fair $10.000. Last 
week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Melody Lane’ (U) (2d wk), fine $12,- 
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Rural Theatres as 


Film Industry's 


‘Goodwill Outposts’ Is Stressed At 


Exhibitor Forums; Cover Wide Range 


si a a + 


JOHN C. FLINN 
St. Louis, Jan. 20. 

The motion picture theatre in the 
small towns and the rural sections of | 
the midwest was dramatized as the 
outpost of industry goodwill and the 
instrument for improved public rela- 
tions in exhibitor forums cunducted | 
here (15) and in Memphis (13), un-! 
der auspices of Metro’s sales organi- | 
zation. Sessions were the second and} 
third of a series which is being han-| 
dled by Henderson M. Richey, as-| 
sistant to William F. Rodgers. 


By 


Simi- | 
lar meeting was held in Columbus, | 
O., last month. 

Distinctly an innovation, the) 
forums brought out about 150 thea-| 
tre owners and operators in each} 
city. Nearly twice that number of 
individual houses were represented. | 
Discussions ranged from _ practical | 
aids and experiments in building, 
theatre attendance to concerted} 
action of showmen in all-out par- 
ticipation in war relief measures. 
Conspicuously absent from _ the 
agenda were the familiar themes of 
consent decree, clearances, over -sell- 
ing, high percentage terms and ‘un- 
fair’ trade practices. 

Importantly stressed in floor dis- 
cussions were exhibitor responsibili- 
ties in war times. 

Richey presided at the meetings 
and was flanked with guest speakers, 
including Joseph X. Gooris, western 
manager of the bureau of advertis- 
ing, American Newspaper Publishers | 
Association; Mrs. Besa Short, of the) 
Interstate Amusement Co., Dallas; | 
Edward Salzberg, exhibitor of Blue-| 
field, W. Va., and William R. Fer- | 
guson, Metro exploitation manager. | 
Each conducted a portion of the pro-| 
gram, whereupon each became the 
target for questions. Other Metro| 
executives who attended one or 
both meetings were John E. Flynn, 
central division manager; Ted 
O’Shea, eastern division; Harris Pp, | 
Wolfberg, district manager; John X. | 
Quinn, St. Louis manager; J. Frank 
Willingham, Memphis; Todd Fergu- 
son and Irving Waterstreet, ex- 
ploiteers. 

$80,000,000 in Daily Ads 


Of dominant interest was a stere- | 
Opticon presentation by Gooris of | 





theatre advertising in newspapers. | Universal lot for new assignment. | Bolton, 


His figures are that films expend | 


| work out his . 
| bovs had answers for everything. 





| ters to a wide array of intimate ad- 
vertising copy. 

Criticism generally was that many 
film companies, by concentrating 
publicity exclusively on first-run, 
key cities, left the smaller account to 
) own salvation. The 


Memphis being a single bill terri- 
tory, there was considerable discus- 
sion of short subjects and the value 
of careful selection in booking in 
order to round out proper programs. 
Mrs. Besa Short, of Dallas, outlined 
at some length the efforts of the In- 
terstate Circuit to capitalize on the 
timeliness of one and two-reelers 
from the different exchanges. She 
presented lists of travel and educa- 
tional films, currently available 
which tie-in with world war battle 
fronts. She stated that within five 
hours of first news of Pearl Harbor 
bombing, 13 prints of two Hawaii 
subjects were on the screens of Texas 
houses. 

Showmen who attended the meet- 
ings declared that the forum innova- 
tion was one of the few new ideas 
that have been introduced in film 
salesmanship and promotion in re- 
cent years. That the subject matter 
of attracting additional customers 
was of universal appeal was evi- 
denced by the length of the meetings 
which carried over from a morning 
start until late afternoon. 


Will Yolen Heads Special 
WB Exploitation Division 


An exploitation division headed by 
Will Yolen has been organized at the 





WB’s RCAF Film Gets 
Multiple Foreign Preem 


Warner 








‘Captain of the Clouds,’ 
production dealing with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, will have 
simultaneous openings early next 
month in New York, Ottawa, Lon- 
don, Cairo and Melbourne, with part 
of the arrangements calling for a 
| shortwave hookup under which Ca- 
nadian airmen in all premiere points 
; can be interviewed. . 

Prints of ‘Clouds’ are being flown 
by RCAF, RAF, transport and other 
| planes to the foreign cities where 
picture will be preemed. 


WB Mulls Reopening 
Costly Philly Mastbaum, 
Then Shelves the Idea 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 
Stanley-Warner execs went into a 
huddle last week to try to figure 
out a way to reopen their $5,000,000 


Mastbaum, which has been shuttered 
for approximately seven years. With 
business conditions looking up in 
Philly, the chain felt that this was 
the time to get some revenue out 
of the house, which is costing them 
thousands of dollars weekly in up- 
keep and carrying charges. 

After the confab, Ted Schlanger, 
S-W zone chief, indicated that 
chances for the reopening were very 
slim, inasmuch as the circuit is hav- 
ing plenty trouble getting enough 
product for first-run downtown 
houses it already operates. 

The Mastbaum, built at the west- 
ern end of central Market street in 
the lush 20’s, has only been used 
a couple of times in the past seven 
years—twice for concerts and once 
for a veterans convention. 














Warner h.o. by Mort Blumenstock. 
It will come under the direct super- 
vision of Mitchell Rawson, eastern 
publicity manager, and will include 
as exploiteers Bill Berns, Reginald 
Rose and Abe Kronenberg. 

Yolen shifted to the h.o. from the 
Coast six months ago. He handled 
exploitation at the WB studio. 





Lundsell to Coast 


Jimmy Lundsell, in New York for 
past few months on ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
(U) exploitation, planed back to 
Coast last week to check in on the 


He’s slated as unit publicist on 


$80,000,000 annually in newspapers, | ‘Butch Minds the Baby.’ 


of a total of $416,000,000 from all 
sources. Also, that a readership sur- 
vey in 45 cities, broadly scattered, 
reveals film news of interest to 44% 
of all male readers and 59% of 


women, fourth highest of any news- | 


paper departments. 

His pictorial and chart displays 
showed the effectiveness of the use 
of various styles of advertising lay- 
Outs as attention getters. He was not 
bashful in pointing out that the 
larger the displays, the better the 
results. 

Exhibitors showed _ = surprising 
familiarity with newspaper terms 
and layouts. P. R. Pettit, advertising 
manager of the Memphis Commer- 


cial-Appeal, and J. H. Kennedy, ad- | 


vertising manager of the St. Louis 
Star-Times, gave additional com- 
ments on the constantly improving 
relations between theatres and 
newspape:s. At the St. 
sion, Stewart M. Chambers, adver- 
tising manager of the Post-Dispatch, 
impressed his listeners with the 
sharp increase of national newspaper 
circulation figures. In 1920, he said, 
total circulation of all newspapers 
(dailies) 
figure was 41,131,611. Sunday issues 
within the same 20-year period in- 
creased from 17,000,000 to 32,371,092. 
Emphasis also was given to the up- 
ward swoop of circulation since the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7. 
Many Exploitation Ideas 
It was when the boys out front cut 
loose with oratory that the forums 
assumed their best and most interest- 
ing discussions. Exhibitor experi- 
ences in towns of 500 population and 
up uncovered a wealth of exploita- 
tion ideas. Nearly all speakers 
stressed results obtained from close 
cooperation with schools and colleges 
in their communities. Many had es- 
tablished continuing good relations 
with churches, women’s clubs and 
civic organizations. Nearly all were 
frequent users of rural free delivery 
for distribution of weekly programs, 
and stunts ranged from premium of- 


Louis ses- | 


was 27,790,656; in 1940 the! 


Mishkin, N.Y. Telegraph 
Critic, Selznick’s N.Y. P.A. 





| Leo Mishkin, film critic for the 
|New York Morning Telegraph, has 
been named eastern publicity rep for 
David O. Selznick. He will continue 
to serve as reviewer for the Tele- 
graph, handling the Selznick post as 
la side issue and not, of course, re- 
| viewing any Selznick pictures him- 
i self. 
| Mishkin will work under Whitney 
Selznick’s Coast publicity 
chief and also a former critic for the 
| Telegraph. 








| 
} 





Loew Mgrs. Compete 


For Bond Bonuses 





Under the spur of a $10,000 pro- 
motional campaign, Paramount dis- 
tribution department and Loew’s 
|} theatre operating organization in 
| the New York metropolitan area are 
| conducting a drive for subsequent 
run business. It is one of the few 
| instances where promotional em- 
| phasis has not been stressed ex- 
| Clusively on initial showings. 
| Of the appropriation, $2,000 
| been ear-marked for prizes to thea- 
tre managers in form of U. S. defense 
bonds. Loew houses are divided 
into four competitive units. Manager 
in each making the best showing on 
a series of Paramount releases, will 
receive a $100 bond, and his as- 
sistant will be given a $50 bond. 
Each manager and assistant in the 
leading unit also will receive a $50 
and $25 bond, respectively. 

Contest centers on the records 
made by four two-feature Paramount 
programs. Teaming include ‘Noth- 
ing But the Truth’ and ‘Buy Me That 
Town,’ ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ and 
‘Henry Aldrich for President,’ 
‘Skylark and New York Town,’ and 
‘Birth of the Blues’ and ‘The Night 
of January 16.’ 

Public participation is encouraged 
in prizes amounting to $500, offered 
in behalf of Paulette Goddard for 
the best 10 letters indicating choice 
of type of role for her to play in 
future films. 


| 





has | 


US. Distribs Getting Around to Ballying 
Films in Big League Style in Havana 


+ 

| Havana, Jan. 20. 
| The meaning of the word ‘ex- 
ploitation’ is at last being inter- 


preted in the correct stowmanship 
sense here, and film distributors now 
appear to be inclined to devise spe- 
cial promotion for each picture in- 


stead of falling back on standard 
media. 
Paramount, Metro and 20th-Fox 


have recently profited from high- 
powered exploitation, while RKO 
and Warners are planning to follow 
suit, 

Metro has for some time past been 
arranging tieups with various manu- 
facturers who chip in for 
fronts and giveaways in the form 
of photos or booklets. For ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ Metro also dis- 


patched an agent to the key cities of | 


the interior to handle special cam- 
paigns, ‘including gala openings a la 
| Hollywood or New York. 

Lately, Paramount put on some 
very effective promotion on four 
pictures which were released in 
iguick succession: ‘I Wanted Wings,’ 
‘North West Mounted Police,’ ‘Hold 
Back the Dawn’ and ‘Caught in the 
Draft.’ In each case, the results 
| Were quite notable, to such an extent 
|that other companies have decided 
to inject some showmanship into 
their systems, too. 

For the Latin-American premiere 
of ‘Week End in Havana,’ 20th-Fox 
|obtained full cooperation of the 
Tourist Board and, through wise 
handling and much trumpet-blow- 
ing, achieved 100% better results 
| than the picture would have gotten 
unheralded, 





theatre | 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 


Ben Kalmenson of Warner Bros. 
stopped off here last week to pick up 
distrib district chief Rud Lohrenz, 
and together they journeyed to Min- 
neapolis to look into the sales situa- 
tion there. Minneapolis exhibitors are 


squawking over the _ percentage 
terms offered generally by the ex- 
changes. 

Exhibitors are demanding flat 


rental deals and other booking ar- 
rangements, and Kalmenson and 
Lohrenz will meet with Art Ander- 
son, Warner man, in Minneapolis, 
and with exhibitors to try to. un- 
tangle the situation. 





Monty Salmon Moves 


Monty Salmon, vet theatre mana- 
ger and for years at the Beacon, N.Y., 
for the Skouras circuit, has shifted 
to the Park Plaza, Bronx, succeeding 
Jack Boxer; who, in turn, shifts to 
the Blenheim, Bronx. Salmon is 
succeeded at the Beacon by Clayton 
Corum, a brother of Bill Corum, the 
sportswriter. 

Other managerial appointments on 
the Skouras circuit include promo- 
tion of Sturges Perry from the Tiv- 
oli, Jersey City, to the Englewood, at 
Englewood, N. J., and placement of 
Joe Semarco as manager of the Pil- 
grim in the Bronx, N. Y. Semarco 
had been assistant mgr. at the Acad- 
emy of Music, N. Y. 





Dozen Cocalis Houses Left 


While the Cocalis circuit has liqui- 
dated all of its houses in Manhat- 
tan and the Bronx, N. Y., several of 
which were taken over by RKO, the 
estate of the late Sam Cocalis con- 
tinues to operate a dozen houses in 
northern New Jersey. These prob- 
ably will be ultimately disposed of. 

A total of more than 20 houses were 
located in N.Y. and the Bronx. Dis- 
solution papers on the last of these, 
the Cocalis Corp. of N. Y., which 
owned the fee of the Marble Hill, 
Bronx, acquired by RKO, were filed 
in Albany during the past week by 
Monroe E. Stein, attorney for the 
Cocalis interests. 








New House Opens 
Lincoln, Jan. 20. 

New Victory, 250-seater in Tilden, 
Neb., has been opened by M. M. 
Kruse. 

Jayhawker, in Lawrence, Kas., got 
underway again (4) after a fortnight 
shutdown for repairs and improve- 
ments. Stanley Schwahn, manager. 

Bob Livingston, owner-manager of 
the Capitol here, is the theatre chair- 
man of the infantile paralysis fund 


drive. 

The A. D. St. Clairs, exhibs in 
Wymore, Neb., parents of a daugh- 
ter. 


Klos vice Pitt Mgr.-Soldier 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

Jimmy Klos has been named man- 
ager of MHarris-Newsreel theatre 
here, replacing Walter Goode, who 
joined the Army last weekend. Klos 
| moves from the William Penn, also 
a Harris house, and has been suc- 
|ceeded there by J. O. Hooley, veteran 
|showman who for the last several 
months has been attached to the staff 
of the Gardens, sports arena oper- 
ated by the Harris interests. At 
same time, Robert Taylor took over 
management of Harris-Senator, fill- 
ing post made vacant by upping of 
William Zeilor to a _ supervisory 
berth in the Harris organization. 
Chiefly he’ll cover the out-of-town 
Harris houses. 

Sammy Roen, of WB publicity de- 
partment, has resigned, effective end 
of this week, to become press agent 
for Baron Elliott’s band, now play- 
|ing at the Hotel William Penn’s 
| Chatterbox. Successor to Roen. who 
went into press work from an assist- 
j}ant manager’s post with Warners, 
| hasn’t been named yet. 


| 








oe 


Reopening L’ville Drury 

Louisville, Jan. 20. 
Long-time dark Drury Lane, 1.000 
| seat house formerly known as the 
Walnut, has been leased for 30 years, 
;}at a price reported to be $300,000, 
!and renovation of the house and 
four stores under its roof will begin 
as soon as incorporation of the 
operating company in Kentucky is 
completed. 

Property is owned by Dr. Irvin 
Abell, formerly president of the 
American Medical Assn., and was 
leased to Harry Sheresky of New 
York. Name of the house will be 
changed to the Scoop. and policy 
will be newsreels and short subjects. 





Harry Berkson Better 
Buffalo, Jan. 20. 

Harry Berkson, president of Mon- 
ogram Exchanges, is back on the job 
after a Tong siege of illness. 

New Cayuga at Trumansburg has 
been opened by Berinstein Bros. of 
Ithaca. House, seating 400, is being 
managed by H. Brown. 

Strand and Cataract, Hayman 
houses now being operated under 
pooling arrangement with Shea- 
Par-Loew, are under the manage- 
ment of Walter Loeffler. Daniel 








Kalmenson, Lohrenz Look Into Mpls, 
Sales Troubles; Theatres-Exchanges 


Hartwig has left the Strand after 
seven years in the manager's berth, 

Morton Goldstein, formerly with 
Columbia at Philadelphia, succeeds 
Nat Marcus as Columbia represent. 
ative in the Syracuse territory. 

The Shea theatres have effected a 
tieup with the State Motor Vehicle 
Bureau, under which they become 
official depots for the deposit of 1941 
license plates under a_ statewide 
metal saving plan. 

Schiller Park, Syracuse, has been 
taken over from George Phillips by 
Sam Slotnick and Rube Cantor, ope 
erators of the Acme. 





Mgrs. in Rochester Pool Changes 


Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 20, 

Managerial shifts made by Jay 
Golden, city manager in charge o 
RKO, Paramount and Gosmtioal 
five-theatre pool, puts Francis Ane 
derson, former assistant, in charge 
of RKO Palace, with James McAle 
lister, in from Keith's Memorial, 
Boston, as aide. Arthur Krolich bee 
comes manager of the Century, suce 
ceeding Charles Freeman, who ree 
signed. Manager Harold Martz, 
Capitol, takes over Krolich’s spot at 
the Regent, and Wallace Folkins, 
formerly with Schine, becomes man- 
ager of the Capitol. 

Sol Shafer, manager of Schines’ 
Liberty, leaves for three months’ 
vacation in the south, including visi 
with his son in training for the Arm 
Air Corps at Kelly Field, Texas, 
Manager Ken Woodward, West End, 
switches to the Liberty, and Herbert 
Gordon, Lake, goes to the West End. 





Denver Mgrs. Switch 
Denver, Jan. 20. 

George Hodge has been mad¢ 
manager of the Salida, Salida, Coio.} 
Donald Hart moves from the mane 
agership of the Salida to the Gothi¢ 
at Denver, succeeding A. G. Ede 
wards, manager since Ralph Hamile 
ton left to join the marines. 

Ernie Piro, Universal salesma 
has been transferred to this territory 
from Los Angeles. 

Closings in the Denver territory} 
Rialto, ruita, Colo.; Ute, Ignacid, 
Colo., and three houses owned b 
B. B. Oliver, all named Ritzy and 
located in Mognollon, Glenwood an 
Reserve, all in N.M., and the Monte- 
rey at Mora, N.M. 

B. J. McCarthy has resigned as 
RKO exchange manager to move 
across the street to take the same 
post at the United Artist exchange, 


succeeding Al Hoffman, who has 
been there several years. Hoffman 


will announce plans in a few dayg, 
W. E. Callaway, UA district mané 
ager, was here to make the change. 
L. S. Gruenberg, manager at Salf 
Lake City for RKO, moves to Dene 
ver as Rocky Mountain district mane 
ager. 

Mike Lee, former RKO salesmar 
is covering the Denver territory fo 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Song of Islands’ Will 
Preem in Miami Feb. 5 

Twentieth-Fox is laying plans tQ 
world preem its ‘Song of the Islands’ 
at Wometco’s Lincoln, Miami Beach, 
on Feb. 5, with Betty Grable shipe 
ping to Florida for the opening. Shé 
arrived east yesterday (Tues.), age 
companied by Jack Mulcahy of the 
studio publicity staff. 

A. M. Botsford, Rodney Bush and 
Irving Kahn, latter to Miami Beach 
in advance, will r@present the 20th 
h.o. at the premiere. 





Rain Checks in Reverse 





Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 

A 24-inch water main under the 
Crest, in Northeast Philly, broke 
suddenly Tuesday night (13), floods 
ing the house and forcing nearly 
100 patrons to flee. 

The customers were given ‘flood 
checks’ good for another show. 





Murdock with Col. 


Henry T. Murdock, drama and film 
critic of the Philadelphia Evening 
Public Ledger until it folded tw 
weeks ago, has been temporarily 
added to the homeoffice publicity 
Staff of Columbia Pictures. 

Murdock took over his new duties 
Monday (19). 





Strictly for Briefies 


Latest issue of Universal explol- 
tation house organ, Progress, is ene 
tirely devoted to featurettes (short 
subjects) for the first time. 

It’s a 12-page, slick paper book, 
including details of sales contests. 
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South Americans More Amenable 
To Use of Pix for Yank Television 


Film Biz Was Strong 
In So. Africa During ’41 


Cape Town, Dec. 22. 


Cinema business throughout South 
Africa during 1941 was remarkably 
good. 

Large influx of refugees and the 

camps that have 


{due to a concentration on South 


Than the Hollywood Producers ==." 
‘ ‘sprung up throughout the country, 
—_——__- + 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 10. 


Latin picts are likely to be an im- 
portant source of material for U. S. 
television if plans worked out here 
by Myron Zobal, president of Tele- 
cast Productions of New York, pan 
out. Zobel, who made a hurried 
South American tour to look over 
possibilities south of the border, 
found Argentine, Brazilian and other 
southern-continent producers more 
than willing to permit use of their 
films for televising. 

Television exec said that most 
U. S. “lm-makers had been unwilling 
to permit use of their films at any- 
thing like the prices which the 
young, not-too-flush television indus- 
try was able to pay. Latin producers, 
however, are anxious to extend their 
U. S. market to non-Spanish-speak- 
{ng audiences and figure television 
may give them just the advertising 
plug they need to secure bookings in 
artie houses. 

Zobel will probably line up pic- 
tures via the Motion Picture Section 
of the Office of the Coordinator cf 
Inter-American Affairs. Section, 
headed by John Hay Whitney, has 
been working on plans to secure 
more extensive showings of Latin 
picts in line with the policy that 
good neighboring as concerns films 
has to be a two-way proposish. 


Travel Films First 


For the time being, at least, Zobel 
hopes to get travel films made in 
Brazil and Argentine, both private 
and official. Both countries are cur- 
rently extending their documentaries, 
figuring it is a good tourist boost as 
well as a means of letting people 
within the countries know more 
about their own land. 

Possibility of commercial tele- 
vision in S. A. was also probed by 
Zobel. New Yorker was amazed to 
find experimental television tran- 
smitter being built here by Julio P. 
Calvelo, Argentine technical writer, 
who represents several U. S. firms 
in the electrical and allied field, and 
Eduardo Grinberg, son of one of the 
biggest local radio and music-retail- 
ing outfits. Local Centro de Tele- 
vision, organization, made up of pros 
and hams who have been meeting 
regularly for the past 10 years to 
study the subject, also expressed in- 
terest in possibilities of actual ecom- 
mercial transmission. 








Hoyts-Creater Union 
Merger Again Denied 





Sydney. Jan. 20. 

Following recent reports that the 
long-provosed merger of Greater 
Union Theatres and Hoyts circuit 
had been revived, Norman B. Rydge. 
chairman of Greater Union. has 
bluntly denied any such intention. 
At the same time. Metro officials 
here also denied that there was any 
move underway to link their own 
theatre interests with either Hoyts 
or Greater Union. All theatre units 
will continue solo. 

Rydge also scored the Exhibitors 
Weekly, official organ of the Ex- 
hibitors Association here. for class- 
ing Americans in the Australian film 
industry as ‘foreigners.’ Rydge de- 
clared them to be highly thought of 
as allies. General opinion is that 
American distributors will continue 
to supply sufficient product to main- 
tain steady operation of the 1.500 
theatres in Australia, and that this is 
being done despite the fact they 
operate under a 62144% coin freeze. 











3 Mex Cinemas Bankrupt 


Due to ‘Excessive’ Costs, 


Mexico City, Jan. 20. | 

Excessive operating costs are held 
responsible for the bankruptcy of 
Esfectaculos de Vera Cruz, operator 
of three cinemas at the port of Vera 
Cruz. Action was taken by a Vera 
Cruz court at the request of Cines 
Unidos, the company’s principal 
creditor. 

The port's unionists, among the 
Strongest in Mexico, are seeking 
Court action to prevent what they 
assert would be a monopoly of pic- 
ture fare in the town by the two 
remaining cinemas, the Variedades 
and the Eslava. 





| week despite a 


' vallo) (1,400; 2.50-2 pesos)—‘Target 


Africa as a training site for soldiers 
of the Empire, have been among the 
major factors in the upbeat. 


4 US. Film Firms 
Still in Deadlock On 


Terms in Havana 


Purifying the M.D. 





Mexico City, Jan. 20. 

The federal film censoring and 
supervision department has 
ordered clippec from ‘La Gallina 
Clueca’ (‘The Setting Sun’), 
based upon the Argentinian 
comedy of the same name, a 
scene in a doctor’s office show- 
ing a cracked washstand. 

Censors ordered the cut on the 
ground that such a thing in a 
doctor’s office would start talk 
abroad about Mexican medicos. 





Havana, Jan. 20. 
At this advanced stage in film 
selling—which starts here in Sep- 
tember—there are still four major 
American companies holding out for 

















their terms from the _ recently 
merged circuit interests of Ernesto 
P. Smith and Jose Valcarce, who 
control the five first-run theatres 
months ago, the only company that 
had signed with Smith was Para- 
mount, which sold him the 1941 
product as well as the 1942 program. 
Paramount was left out in the cold 
last year because it couldn’t get to- 
gether on terms. The circuit found 
wil mstet London, Jan. 20. later with RKO, but was stumped at 
Spirited bidding is under way for | wetro, 20th-Fox, Warners and United 
Sir Oswald Stoll’s holdings in the! Artists. 
Stoll theatre circuit, comprising a| Inability of the circuit to bring 
dozen houses in London and the distribs down to what they consider 
. eee teatiin tee Lam Oe terms has opened the way for 
provinces. ° _ ~~ | Spanish films at the de luxe America 
don Coliseum and Stoll’s picture 
Impression is that Smith-Valcarce 
of ] r j 
who just returned from Lancashire, will try to play off the pick of the 
; product from the companies they 
where he reputedly lined up a bank- | jaye during the next couple of 
roll from a_ cotton’ millionaire. 
George Black is attempting to secure ther maior iN ex int + 
holdings in behalf of Moss Empires. yay — ee ee 
The Ostrer brothers, who just sold : 
out their interest in Gaumont-Brit- 
mostly by the Stoll family. 
§ down’ Sets P Mexico City, Jan. 20 
ace exico ity, an. ° 
un 0 ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), now 
in its third week at the Cine Magarit, 
In Buenos Airs, $9,200 | 1,600-seater first-run house here, has 
been cut slighil from the version 
exhibited in the U. S. 
Censors ordered the elimination of 
the end of a scene, on the ground 


and seven subsequents in Havana. 
FOR STOLL 
no difficulty in signing up with Uni- 
theatre, which heretofore had played 
theatre. Stoll died Jan. 9. 
ee ercible only it purchasers can | OFFENSIVE SCENE IN 
that the business was offensive to 


When the fusion took place two 
HOLDINGS 
versal and Columbia, and a little 
only American product. 
Bidders thus far are Jack Hylton, 
acquire 100,000 founder’s shares, held 
first-runners this | Mexico. It shows an Austrian girl, 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 10. 
Heat—it’s summer here—kept the 
cash customers away from most of 
Buenos Aires’ 
holiday 





usually ups biz and air-conditioning 
" : 4 S she could give birth to her child in 
equal to that of the U. S. 


that country. 
‘Sundown’ (UA), ran up a hefty | 
37,000 pesos (approximately $9,200 | 


U. S.) at the Opera, better than this | Cooperates With RKO On 


. | 
house has done even in colder | 


weather for some of the recent | Scouting New Mex Faces 
picts. Other houses, with the ex- Mexico City. Jan. 28 
ception of the Gran Rex,which had| ,, ; ie ans 
the Marx Brothers, ‘Big Store’ for | Now that RKO has contracted 
28,000 pesos, were way off. 

Other grosses, all given in Argen- 
tine pesos, currently at about 23c. 
U. S., follow: 

Ambassador 


| stage-screen-radio actor, for a series 
|of pictures, Zavier Frias, secretary 
of the Cinema Club of Mexico, or- 





(Lautaret and Ca- | producers, is cooperating with the 


j ; : ‘ d | American company in finding new 
for Tonight’ (WB). Offish 4,000 
J 5 art a vay rae 
for part of second week. tions. 
me ror 970- 2-9 5( 2cOS 2 F 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3-2.50 pesos) Frias has made six photographs, 
—‘Lydia’ (UA), Satisfactory 19,000 in color, of Mexican prospects for 
pesos, although not up to what this| pKo pictures, including one of Man- 
house can do. 


Rex (Cordero, Cavallo and Lau-| of Virginia Fabregas, ‘Mexico’s Sarah 
taret) 3,305; 2.50-2)—‘Big Store’ | Bernhardt.’ 
(M-G). OK 28,000 pesos and set 
for a second week. 


Double Burn-Up 
Mexico City; Jan. 20. 
Burned up because he was fired 
by the theatre management, Mateo 


Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; 2-1.50) 
—‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO) 
Very weak 8,000 pesos. Was ex- 
pected to do better in view of in- 
terest in Gloria Swanson. 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti y Cia.) | started a fire in the Cine Reforma, 
(1,330; 2-1.50)—‘World Parade 1941’ | neighborhood cinema in Mixcoac, a 
(20th), Featured with re-release of | Jocal suburb, leveling the building at 
‘Professional Soldier’ (20th), Fair] 4 Joss figured to be $100,000 (Mex.) 
8,000 pesos. ($25,000 U. S.), police say. Nobody 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50-2)— |} was hurt. 

‘Sundown’ (Walter Wanger-UA). The lad confessed and is awaiting 
Socko 37,000 pesos. trial. 
Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 





(1,863; 2.50-2)—‘Meet John Doe’ aes = 
(WB). Second run garnered fair ‘Cantinflas’ Named 


Mexico City, Jan. 20. 
‘Cantinflas’ (Mario Moreno), ace 
Mexican tramp comic, heading the 


9,000 pesos, passable in view of the 
fact that first-run was nothing too 
exceptional. 


Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3-2.50)— | show at the Teatro Follies Bergere | 


here, has been elected secretary gen- 
eral of the National Theatrical Ac- 
tors Union. 


‘Aloma of South Seas’ (Par). Nice 
going for 15,000 pesos and due for 
a holdover. 





months, hoping that meanwhile the | 


DAWN’ CUT BY MEX: 


which | living in a border town in Mexico, | 
being smuggled into the U. S. so that | 


|}Arturo de Cordova, ace Mexican | 


ganization of wealthy amateur film | 


| Mexican faces for its Latin produc- | 


Held over. 'olin Sanchez Navarro, 20, grandson | 


Hernandez Zuniga, 17, candy butcher, | 





Sheridan, Jr. 





London, Jan. 8. 

The Robert Morleys have a 
fondness for the ‘Sheridan 
Whiteside’ role that the actor 
plays in the local ‘Man Who 
Came to Din..er.’ 

They’ve named their recently- 
born son Sheridan. 


FEAR DICTATOR 
CENSORSHIP IN 
ARGENTINA 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 10. 


Decision of Acting President Ra- 
mon S. Castillo and his Cabinet to 
declare a ‘state of siege’ in Argen- 
tina, something which no other 
country in the Western Hemisphere 
has yet done, has theatre operators, 
film men, radio and newspaper execs 
in a double-aspirin state, with im- 
pression general that ever-tighten- 
ing government ban is only the first 
step in a direction no one wants to 
think about. 











sibly for the purpose of halting pro- 
paganda against Uncle Sam but the 
effect, so far, has been simply to 
halt pro-U.S. demonstrations. Criti- 
cism of the action has been general, 
especially among those in the en- 
tertainment biz, who've already 
been ordered to stop use of theatres 
for any meetings and use of the 
radio for anything to which the gov- 
ernment might object. 

The state of siege, which is not 
quite martial law and yet more than 
a ‘state of national emergency’, such 
as exists in the United States, came 
with such suddeness that even best- 
informed observers were left hold- 
ing on to the ropes. Up to now, 





tain points have become clear. 
What’s next is anybody’s guess and 


even if not in print. 
| U.S. Newsmen Uncertain 

Fact is that U.S. correspondents 
here are not certain just what the 
government intends to do about their 
| stuff. So far, none of them has been 
called up for anything sent north, 
|but it’s not unlikely that dispatches 
this one, for instance—might incur 
| official disfavor. 

First actual effect of the state of 
siege was when Buenos Aires Police 
Chief Juan Carlos Rosas personally 
|visited all newspapers and press 
lagencies with copies of the decree 


iterms that henceforth talk was out. 
Most of the papers obeyed the order 
lat once but Noticias Graficas, No 
'2 afternooner, took columns 1 and 2 
lon page 1, left them blank, and 
| slapped on the title ‘One can’t speak 
badly about anyone’. 

Down at the bottom of the column 


in italics was the note that Noticias 
wasn’t taking any chances. Sarcastic 
tone in which this was put broughi 


(Continued on page 53) 


|'Weltner Ends Tour 
In So. America for Par 


George Weltner, assistant manager 
of Paramount's foreign department, 
completed his tour of South Ameri- 
'can countries Monday (19) when he 
arrived in N. Y. by train from Miami. 
|He had Clippered from Brazil to 
| Florida 
Weltner, absent ffom the N. Y. 
office about two and one-half months, 
| had planned a more comprehensive 
| tour of inspection to take in all 
iSouth American countries on the 
| West Coast. However, the war cut 
short his plans and his trip only in- 
cluded Brazil and Argentina. 





Hurney Named in Aussie 
Sydney, Jan. 1. 
Tom Hurney, for 13 years with 
Paramount here, has been named 
| new secretary of the Motion Picture 
Distributors Assn. of Australia. 


V. Jeune, 





i He replaces Ernest 


Declaration of the siege is osten-'! 


situash is still unclarified but cer- | 


there’s plenty of guessing going on, 


and informed them in no uncertain | 


Mellett Plan on Foreign Film Field 
Recalls That the Industry Has Had 
Similar Interpretative Setup 


Lowell Mellett’s assertion last 
week in explaining the primary task 
for his office, Coordinator of Govern- 
ment Films, as being to give fair in- 
terpretation of the foreign scene 
recalls that most major film com- 
panies for years have had a special 
group of foreign affairs experts 
handling foreign angles in pictures 
so as to cause a minimum of friction, 

Col. Darryl Zanuck had a commit- 
tee recently set up in the East which 
will inspect completed films, as well 
as suggest stories and characters in 
| future pictures so they will be ac- 
ceptable to nations friendly to the 
U. S. in the current war. This com- 
mittee, with Irving A. Maas, 20th- 
Fox foreign service manager, as 
chairman, consists of Charles Gold- 
smith, Metro; Karl McDonald, Warn- 
ers; and Albert Deane, Paramount. 
All are located in the N. Y. foreign 
offices, are familiar with foreign- 
market patrons’ likes and dislikes or 
have been acting in suggesting cuts 
or revisions in stories before put into 
actual production. 

Zanuck Huddle 

Committee huddled with Zanuck 
when he was in N. Y. a couple of 
weeks ago. Exact duties of commit- 
tee have never been officially an- 
nounced but members have been told 
that one of their tasks will be to see 
that nothing offensive to friendly 
foreign nations gets into U. S. pix. 

Thus, the villains will be Japs or 
Nazis. In no case will direct or indi- 
rect slaps be taken at British, Aus- 
tralian, Latin-American characters. 
Group will serve as more or less a 
final reviewing board after a finished 
| production is received from the pro- 
|ducer but may suggest changes be- 
| fore shooting starts on a film. How- 
| ever, much of this revision already 
is taken care of by the Coast pro- 
duction committee. This producer 
|committee is headed by Luigi 
Luraschi, Paramount. On the com- 
| mittee, also are Bill Gordon, RKO; 
| W. M. Bishop, 20th-Fox: Carl 
| Schaefer, Warners; Bob Vogel, Metro, 
{and Harold Sugarman, Universal. 


‘Axis Agents Believed 











Cause of Mex Song 
Slamming Uncle Sam 


Mexico City, Jan. 29 

| Local authorities have arrested 
Jose Isabel Estrada Alvarado, who 
describes himself as a ‘general dis- 
tributor,’ for hawking a song au- 
thored by a writer criticizing Mexico 
for pledging aid to the U.S. and the 
other democracies. He of the long 
name is being held in jail without 
bail on a technical charge of creating 
a ‘social disturbance.’ 

Cops believe that this ‘impudence’ 
was engineered by axis agents. 








5% Theatre Tax Goes 
Into Effect in B.A. 


Euenos Aires, Jan. 10 
Five percent tax on all theatres 
and film tickets went into effect here 


Jan. 1, and while it’s too early to 
draw conclusions, exhibs say it's al- 
ready nicked their biz and add that 
they will continue to attempt to de- 


feat the measure in court 

Asociacion de Empresarios, exhibs 
organization, made strenuous efforts 
to halt the municipal move, declar- 
ing theatres already pay a more than 
proportionate share of tax costs. 

Passing cost on to the public 
was made more difficult because 
|the smallest coin in general circula- 
| tion here is five centavos and admis- 
sions with a split-price tax made fig- 
| uring difficult. Exhibs had trouble 
| getting one and two centavo coins, 
| customarily used only by banks and 
| utility companies. 


| S. A. Goes Vedke 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 10. 

| Success of the Soviet forces in 
| battling the Nazi war machine has 
| caused a terrific upbeat of interest in 
Russian pictures throughout South 
| America. 

Response, according to exhibs in 
major cities, has exceeded interest in 
| British-made war films and far out- 
|strips grosses rung up by Nazi ef- 


forts. 
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Mpls. Indies Await Talk with Agnew 
Before Asking State Action Against 
Terms Stymie Deal 


Majors; WBs % 








+ 





Minneapolis, Jan. 20. | 

The Twin City Northwest Allied | 
group will await the outcome of a 
conference here late this week with 
Neil Agnew, Paramount vice-presi- 
dent in charge of distribution, before | 
sending a committee to Gov. H. B. 
Stassen to ask the appointment of a | 


special prosecutor to handle their) Fjja Boros, who learned about the) tendant, 
proposed charges against film dis-| wild west as a secretary in the studio 
publicity office. 


tributors and the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount), alleging a con- 
spiracy in violation of the state anti- 
trust statutes. 

This was announced following a 
meeting with Ben Kalmenson, War- 
ner Bros. sales manager, which 
failed to accomplish its main pur- 
pose of eliminating from the Warner 
Bros. Twin City independents’ deal 
a demand for three percentage pic- 
tures. Paramount is demanding 
four on percentage. 

The proposed charges, it’s stated, 
will be based on the Twin City in- 
dependent exhibitors’ alleged in- 
ability. to obtain an adequate sup- 
ply of pictures for their theatres at 
reasonable prices. 

Bennie Berger, independent circuit 
owner, was chairman of a large 
committee of the Twin City group 
that spent all Saturday afternoon 
(17) threshing out differences and | 
trying to reach an amicable agree- | 
ment on a deal. Kalmenson offered | 
a number of concessions in the deal, | 
but would not break down on per- | 
centage. 

After the meeting, Berger said 
that the Warner deal was ‘fair’ ex- | 
cept for the three percentage pic- 
tures. Because of the percentage, 
however, it still was unacceptable to 
Twin City independents, according 
to Berger. 

Berger’s Objections 

‘The principle of percentage is ob- 
jectionable to Twin City independ- 
ents,’ explained Berger. “We do not 
propose to permit the distributors 
to establish this principle and prece- 
dent. Once established, we know | 
how it would be expanded and how | 
every company would come along | 


| 








with similar demands in ensuing 
years. ‘ . 
‘All these companies, excepting 


Metro, always have sold flat to Twin 
City independents up to this time. 
Why should they pick this year to 
start percentage? It looks very 
much as though they were trying to| 
punish us for sponsoring the state | 
anti-consent decree law. 

‘As far as Metro is concerned, a 
mistake was made in the first place | 
in ever giving in to it on percentage | 
and we don’t propose to make any 
more such mistakes.” ~ 

This year would have been a good 
time to have wiped out the Metro | 
percentage, too, other Northwest Al- 
lied leaders concede. But the Twin 


| 


pictures to keep their theatres open 
and Metro had them available, sc 
they’ve been going for that deal even | 
though they don’t like it, it’s ex- 
plained. 
Exhibs Bluffing? 
This is a virtual admission that 
the Twin City exhibitors have been | 
bluffing when they threatened to | 
close their theatres rather than meet | 
distributor demands. The hurried | 
visits here of higher-up distributor | 
executives and the numerous long- | 
distance telephone calls from other | 
film company executives since the 
Twin City exhibitors’ declaration of | 
war last week convince the group, | 
however, that they now have the| 
distributors ‘on the run.’ 
The sole comment Kalmenson | 
would make on his local conference | 
was that he had met with repre- | 
sentative Twin City exhibitors and | 
‘held a very friendly discussion of | 
various territory trade problems” | 
It has been revealed that Harry 
Brandt, N.Y. chain operator, pleaded 
over the long distance telephone 
with Berger and other Northwest Al- 
lied leaders here ‘not to let the in- 
dustry plan go haywire.’ But the 
Twin City group turned down his 
proposal for it to send a committee 
to N. Y. to meet distributor repre- 
sentatives and ‘iron out their differ- 
ences’ with him as impartial arbi- 
trator. i 





| 


Hop Down Mexico Way 


Hollywood, Jan. 26. 
Hopalong Cassidy hops into Mexico | 





as the first venture in his 1942 serial|<ame town and which had _ inter- 
campaign, with Bill Boyd in the sad-|yened as an interested party. The 
| dle and Harry Sherman running the | order directed that the entire costs 
| chuck wagon for Paramount. | 


New gal in the galloping series is! 


| 








EXHIBITOR POLL 


FAVORS LAW 
VS. DECREE . 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 

A poll taken by Northwest Allied, 
under date of Dec. 24, 1941, shows 
that those North and South Dakota 
and western and northern Wisconsin 
independent exhibitors, who are ser- | 
viced out of Minneapolis and who | 
returned filled-in questionnaires, are | 
almost unanimousiy in favor of block | 
booking with a 20% cancellation, as | 








provided in the Minnesota state law, 
preferring it to the consent decree | 
selling method. ae 

This is according to Fred Strom, | 
Northwest Allied executive secretary, 
who announced in a bulletin that ‘the | 
net result of the poll was that north- 
west independent exhibitors in the | 
decree territory showed | 
themselves to be 98% opposed to the | 
consent decree, many of them ex- | 
pressing their sentiments rather ve- 
hemently, going outside of the ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ answers on the questionnaires to 
amplify their objections.’ 

The questionnaire forms called for | 
the exhibitors to put crosses oppo- | 
site ‘yes,’ ‘no’ or ‘don’t know’ to in- 
dicate their sentiments. 

The indie exhibs also were asked | 
in the questionnaires. whether they 
favored trade showings and the de- | 
cree blocks-of-five sales’ provision, | 
and whether the decree has affected 
film rentals by increases or decreases. 

Strom’s bulletin asserts that only 
one exhibitor answered ‘yes’ and an- | 
other ‘don’t know’ relative to trade 


consent 


against the decree and two others 
opposed to the Minnesota law sales’ | 
plan, has had his film rentals in- 
creased buying under the decree. 

It was stated in the bulletin that 
‘only one Wisconsin and one South 
Dakota exhibitor answered no’ to 


cancellation was pre- 
ferred, the others all expressing 
themselves in the affirmative. 





Special Report Will 
Cover All Arbitrations 
In Ist Yr. of Decree 


All arbitration awards under the| 
consent decree, appeais from them| 
and decisions of the Appeals Board | 
since arbitrat.on of distributor-ex-| 
hibitor disputes began last Feb. 1, 


| will be published in a special report | 


for the purpose of providing a com-| 
plete record for the picture industry | 
on cases handled during the first 
year of the system. It is being com- 
piled under the supervision of J.! 
Noble Braden, executive director of | 
the arbitration machinery for films. | 

As a foreword to the report, Dr. 
Wesley A. Sturges, professor of law 
at Yale and an official of the Ameri- | 
can Arbitration Assn., will analyze | 
the administration of the decree, op- | 
eration of the local boards, arbitra-| 
tion proceedings, appeal decisions, | 
etc. 

The arbitration system for the film! 
industry is officially administered by | 
the AAA, 


350-SEAT INDIE WINS 


the Sosna, 
'Mc., won a decision over Loew’s, 
Inc.. before the New York AAA, to 
which he appealed his beef after 
\losing a joust before the St. Louis 
| tribunal. 
'Sosna’s contention that ke had been 
| discriminated against in favor of t 
/Mexico Frisina Theatre Co., which 


|cording to the appeals board rul- 
jing, in denying Sosna the opportu- 
| nity 
| Metro films were shown in several 
|other Missouri 
!admish fee was under 10c. 


| 
| ernment 


APPEAL VS. LOEW’S 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 
owner-operator of 
in Mexico, 





Sosna, 
350-seater 


Louis 


The N. Y. body upheld 


of the 


operates two opposish houses in the 


of the litigation, originally assessed 
against Sosna, be paid by the de- 


Sosna complained that We was de- 
nied ‘some run’ by Loew’s, although 
the onposish house had its choice 
of films. Loew’s contended that 
Sosna showed its films at 5-10c ad- 
mish scale, which was not provided 
in the contract and that was 
the principal reason it refused to 
supply him with celluloid. In re- 
versing the local arbitrator, Fred 
Armstrong, attorney, the appeals 
board commented on the fact that 
although Sosna’s house opened in 
July, 1940, it did not obtain Metro 
films until December of that year 
and these were among a group re- 
fused by the opposish houses. 


Arbitrator Armstrong erred, ac- 


to introduce testimony that 


aA 


Willkie Declines Bid to Lead Fight — 
Against Majors for Twin City Indies, 
Who Now Threaten with Price-Fixing 





Pal’s Puppetoon Starter 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

‘Jasper and the Watermelons’ went 
into work at Paramount as the first 
of George Pal’s 1942 schedule of 
Puppetoon cartoons, all of which will 
be filmed in Technicolor. 

Three more in preparation are ‘Mr. 
Straus Takes a Walk,’ ‘Magic Shoes’ 
and ‘Sky Princess.’ 








Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 
With Wendell Willkie declining to 
lead the fight of Twin City inde- 
pendent exhibitors against allegedly 
‘unliveable’ distributor selling de- 
mands, negotiations 


now are in 
progress to obtain the services of 
some other prominent lawyer be- 


lieved capable of forcing the film 
companies to back water. 
Meanwhile, although many of the 





TRIAL IN MPLS. 
STRETCHING 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 
With many more witnesses being 
called than originally expected, it’s 
now indicated that the trial of Par- 
amount, 20th-Fox and RKO for vio- 





theatres where the 





COL. ASKS GOV'T 
SOME QUESTIONS 


Columbia Pictures, Inc., filed a 
long list of interrogatories in the 
N. Y. federal court Friday (16) on 


the Government 
the anti-trust suit against Columbia, 
United Artists and Universal. The 
questions submitted are very similar 
in character to those proposed by 
Columbia about two years ago, just 
before the suit against five of the 
majors ended in a consent decree. 

The first question deals with 
alleged monopoly. Columbia wants 
to know how it restrained interstate 
commerce, the nature of the mo- 
nopoly, the time, places and names 
of involved persons. Then Columbia 
asks a list of all stars, players, direc- 
tors and technicians under Columbia 
contract and also under contract to 
other defendants. 
are sought. 

The third question asks that the 
Government list all loans of stars. 


| showings and blocks-of-five selling,| players, directors, technicians and 
|and that every exhibitor, including | equipment to other majors. It wants 
the two who failed to vote ‘no’! to know the instances when it ex- 


cluded independent producers from 
similar talent, together with names, 
dates and places involved. 

Columbia inquires what the Gov- 
will claim are the fixed 
license terms charged, and when Co- 


: ‘hi od | | lumbia allegedly fixe 2se charges 
City independent exhibitors needed |the query as to whether block book- | gedly fixed these charges 


|} ing with 20% 


before an exhibitor had a fair chance 
to estimate the value of a picture. 
Also inquired into are such matters 
as fixed minimum admission charges, 
conditioning of licensing of one film 
on another, the names of each affili- 
ated theatre in whose favor Colum- 
bia allegedly discriminated. 

Other matters are run, print de- 
livery, clearance, minimum admis- 
sion prices, prohibition of double 
features, designment 
forcing shorts, film rentals, advertis- 
ing allowances, score charges, op- 
tional contracts, contract modifica- 
tions, overage and underage, move- 
overs and over-buying. 





Bernard Brooks New Prez 
Of Picture Bookers of N.Y. 


Bernard Brooks was elected prez | 


of the Motion Picture Bookers of the 
Metropolitan Area at a dinner meet- 


| ing of the organization last Thursday 


(15). Election was unanimous. 
Brooks, succeeding Harold Klein. 
who had served for two terms. 

Others named were Daniel Ponti- 
celle, v. p.: Myron Starr, treasurer. 
and Pearl Goldstein, 
Among guests at the dinner was Tom 
Connors, assistant to the president of 
20th-Fox. 

Bookers recently gave 15 pints of 


| blood to the American Red Cross. 


in connection with | 


Names and dates | 


of play dates, | 


secretary. 


lation of the state anti-consent de- 
cree law will drag out for another 
two weeks, or longer, in district 
court. 

The defense didn’t finish its case 
|last week, as anticipated, after all, 
|but introduced considerably more 
testimony purporting show the 
industry’s interstate commerce char- 
acter and the losses which would en- 
|sue if the 20% 


to 


out the country. It’s contended that 
{the state lacks the power to enact 
such legislation and that the cancel- 
jlation clause confiscates property 
| without due process of law. 
Additional @efense witnesses have 
been Ben Blotcky, L. E. Goldham- 
mer, W. H. Workman, Art Anderson, 


son, local branch managers. 
Instead of calling only six to 
independent exhibitor rebuttal wit- 





PAR, RKO, 20TH 


independents continue to be hard- 
pressed for ‘suitable’ product be- 
cause of their refusal to buy 1941- 
|42 contracts at present terms, the 
| independents are delaying the send- 
|ing of an emissary to Washington to 


‘peeonnagad the proposed inclusion of 
a film cost ceiling in the pending 


price-fixing law. But they claim 
to have had long-distance telephone 
conversations with various members 
of the Minnesota Congressional dele- 
gation and the two U. S. Senators in 
Washington and have _ received 
pledges of cooperation. It was con- 
sidered questionable whether a hear- 
ing on their proposal could be ob- 
tained from the committee handling 
the price*fixing legislation at this 
time, so it’s explained, nobody will 





cancellation clause in | 
the Minnesota law prevailed through- | 


‘Hy’ Chapman and Gilbert Nathan- | 


10 | 


|go to Washington for the present. 
| Requests will be mailed to other in- 
dependent exhibitor organizations 
throughout the country to get busy 
on the matter. 


Kalmenson Seeks ‘Peace’ 


Ben Kalmenson, Warner’ Bros. 
sales manager, flew to Minneapolis 
to meet with the belligerent Twin 


City independents the past weekend. 
He strove to convince ‘them that his 
company’s deal, calling for only 
| three percentage pictures and speci- 
fying the number in each price 
group is ‘fair’ and ‘reasonable.’ 
This deal compares with the four 
and six percentage pictures which 
| Paramount and Metro, respectively, 
are asking of the independents, who 
insist that they’ll buy no percentage 


nesses, as originally announced, the | films whatsoever, excepting Metro. 
state will subpoena at least 20.'The Metro and 20th-Fox selling 
They’ll testify to allegedly discrimi- | plans, which reserve for the com- 


natory and injurious. distributor | panies the right to allocate in vari- 
trade practices justifying the state | ous price brackets after the pictures 
|}law, which requires companies to|have had their first-run boxoffice 
| sell their entire product subject to a | tests, also are unacceptable to the 
| minimum 20% cancellation privi- | Twin City independents, most of 
|lege. First of these witnesses is ex- | whom, however, have bought Metro 
| pected to take the stand late this | even with its sliding scale. 

week. 


| Seaitnsbave Sunday 
Film Ban Enters Talks 
Qn Soldiers’ Welfare 


Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 20. 

Citizens’ huddle, called to discuss 
venereal disease and vice problems 
| portrayed as soldiers’ chief hazards, 
|took a sudden twist when Sunday 
film ban, long a bone of contention. 
| was injected. 
| Sabbath Day film advocates inter- 
| rupted discussions with assertion that 
lack of weekend recreation facilities 
for 18,000 soldiers at Camp Croft 
here, plus many more home on leave 
|}and visiting from other 
| one source of trouble. 
| reational advantages. 








posts, 
With few rec- 
it was argued. 
| some soldiers head for honky-tonks, 
| beer joints and houses of prostitu- 
| tion, also that lonely soldiers are easy 
prey to camp followers. ; 
Spartanburg is only military area 
in state minus Sunday shows. This 
city lost out last year when legisla- 
tion okayed Sunday shows in cities 
| with forts, naval and marine bases. 
| Croft, one of the newest and larger 
| training posts, being designated as a 
camp, was held not eligible to privi- 
leges authorized in the bill, 

Another Sunday film bill is ex- 
| pected to hit the 1942 state legisla. 
| tive hopper soon. 


Mature, Grable Again 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
New romantic duo at. 20th-Fox. 
be mg Mature and Betty Grable, is 
€ing reprised for top roles in ‘ i 
Collar Girl.’ ‘ esi cus 
| wJOhn Brahm is director and Wil- 
j liam Perlberg producer. 





Was | 


Fields’ Resignation 

Northwest Allied leaders have had 
|no comment to make on the resigna- 
|tion of Harold Fields, one of the 
| territory's most prominent inde- 
pendent circuit owners, as Minneap- 
olis governor of Northwest Allied. 
The organization itself also has is- 
sued no statement. 

Trade circles, however, declare 
that Fields stepped out because he 
wished to cut loose from some of 
the ‘firebrands’ and because he dis- 
approves the group’s present deter- 
mination to engage in a finish fight 
with distributors, to employ a lead- 
ing lawyer to lead such a scrap and 
to to obtain price-fixing legis- 
lation. 

When he 
made known that he would serve 
only if it was understood that he 
would not be asked to try to dictate 
deals to the companies. His idea 
of the business, he made clear, was 
that every exhibitor should conduct 
his own individual negotiations. He 
also favored amicable relations with 
the distributors... When members of 
the Twin City group disapproved his 
‘appeasement methods’ and blamed 
him because he didn’t provide the 
sort of ‘leadership’ to enable the ex- 
hibitors to negotiate ‘reasonable’ 
deals, he stepped out. 


act 


took the Fields 


post, 





Dragons, Black or Yellow 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
‘Black Dragons,’ a yarn about a 
murderous Japanese secret society, is 
being rushed into work tomorrow 
(Wed.) at Monogram to cash in on 
its timeliness. 





Picture stars Bela Lugosi, with 
| William Nigh directing and Sam 
| Katzman producing. ‘Yellow Men- 
| 


| ace,’ originally scheduled as Lugosi > 
| next starter, has been postponed. 
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Pout 0FOFOR PARAMOUNT! 


Winston Churchill's got plenty of company when he picks THREE Paramount pic- 
tures—-‘LOUISIANA PURCHASE,” “THE REMARKABLE ANDREW” and “BAHAMA 
PASSAGE’’— among the six American films he wants to carry with him! 


He’s got the exhibitors who took part in the annual SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW a ve Lie 
poll, for example. They gave Paramount FOUR top boxoffice winners to THREE for - (| 
the nexf-best company. He's got the exhibitors of the MOTION PICTURE HERALD 

poll; they gave Paramount SIX winners to FIVE for the next-best company. MOTION 

PICTURE DAILY RADIO EDITORS’ poll agrees, too. The eds picked BOB HOPE, 

JACK BENNY and BING CROSBY for one-two-three in the “CHAMPION OF CHAM- 

PIONS” listing. TIME MAGAZINE too, sees eye-to-eye with Winnie. December 10, 


TIME said “PARAMOUNT IS PARAMOUNT AGAIN in Show Business!” : oe 
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16 PICTURES 


See Theatre Taxes 


Upped 5-107, 


The money America needs to build | 
ships and an army, make munitions | 
gfand carry out the most ambitious | 
defense program in the 165 years of | 
its independence, is expected to come 
in larger measure from the folks 
who buy tickets to picture theatres, 
and now with much additional gov- 
ernment revenue required, it is be- 
lieved the rate of tax for theatres 
will be stepped up. It is expected 
10% more may be asked from thea- 
tres but that there may be a com- 
promise at 5% or 742% over and 
above the 10% now levied. In 
paying a tax on every admission, 
the great army of filmgoers is doing 
its part and, though their reasons 
are basically, economic, the exhibit- 
ors are also contributing, the latter 
remind through increasing prices | 
here and there. 

The tax the fans are now paying 
giight exceed the calculations in 
round figures that the Government 
anticipated when it extended the 
federal levy to all tickets on Oct. 
1 last. This would be realized as a 
result of increased prices at the box- 
office windows, in turn creating a 
higher tax on admissions than the 
game seats would be producing were 
ticket levels to remain unchanged. 


In juggling prices and advancing 
the cost to the patron at the box- 
office, the theatre operators are 
being careful, however, to avoid 
scales that would, in effect, become 
higher than the traffic will bear. 
Were they increased out of propor- 
tion to the ability of the public to 
pay, the exhibitor would face the 
prospect of losing many regular cus- 
tomers to amusements which they 
could afford—or the radio—and, at 
the same time, the purpose of the 
tax as an assisting means of defray- 








ing defense costs of our democracy 
suffers partial defeat. 


In the Greater New York area at 
the present time Loew’s, RKO and 
other operators are _ studiously 
watching the results of minor in- 
creases in scales. Since business in 
this territory has been disappoint- 
ing this past summer and fall, the 
circuits as well as smaller inde- 
pendents with one or more houses 
are moving cautiously with respect 
to price brackets and giving study 
to the results, 


They want to retain their present 
average attendance or better it, re- 
lying on the latter in the hope of a 
stronger flow of product, rather than 
play to a smaller number of patrons 
and, through upped admissions, 
come out the same in gross as be- 
fore. Higher ticket prices might be 
accepted in some houses, but not in 
others, with result a study of the 
results over a reasonable period of 
time will determine what adjustment 
will have to be made. 


Practically No Resistance 


Up to now exhibitors and circuit 
operators, affiliated as well as un- 
affiliated, report what amounts to 
imperceptible resistance against 
boosted admissions. In this connec- 
tion, they call attention to the patri- 
otic frame of mind of the populace 
and the absence of complaint in 
having to pay more for their film. 
They've accepted it in much the 
game way as they would in paying 
more for junior’s socks or Rover's 
liver. 

That the public is tax-conscious 
has made it easier for the exhibitor 
to brave a policy of higher asking 


prices in the little booths where the | 
cashiers sit. Where the theatre has | 


jumped its scales, getting anywhere 
from 2c to 3c or more, the customers 
have taken it for granted and, in 
many cases, where added money is 
going to the theatre (also to the 
Government as a result) they are 
giving no more thought to the mat- 


ter than that this is another tax | 


they're bearing. 
23e Average Now Up to 30¢c 
In 1940, before the July 1 tax 


ceiling was lowered, the average ad- 


mission price, according to the best 
estimates available, was 23c. It is 
believed to have remained more or 
less static, or perhaps dropped a 
little, as a result of the July 1, 1940, 
tax action, but that this fall the 
pendulum has started to swing in a 
direction that may take the average 
to nearer 30c during 1942. That it 
will top 30c is highly unlikely. 

Rise in the average price per 


when the exemption was lowered. 
As a consequence of tiie 40¢ ceiling, 
theatres were encouraged to remain 
at scales ranging to no higher than 
that. so that they escaped tax 
charges as well as resultant book- 
keeping, handling of pennies, etc. 

Also, the 40c ceiling created an odd 
situation in that if a theatre wanted 
to raise to 45c, it would have to col- 
lect a 5c tax. Thus, there was a gap 
in prices during that lengthy period 
up to July 1, 40, when theatres 
either charged 40c or 55c (50c net, 
5c revenue tax). 

On July 1, 1940, the U. S. reduced 
the exemption to 20c, which made 
all 2le. 25c, 30c, 35¢c and 40c tickets 
taxable. It also demanded full tax 


lon all tickets sold at half-price to 


teachers, students, kids, soldiers, etc., 
a habit of many theatres throyghout 
the country where drawing popula- 
tion includes this patronage. 

Result was that hundreds of exhibs 
cut their scales, most of them drop- 
ping 25c prices to 20c to escape tax. 
Like a vicious cycle, this had the 
prior run dropping so that there 
wouldn’t be too wide a difference in 
price charged by him for the same 
picture that would reach the 20c 
house shortly thereafter. On the 
other hand, however, there were 
some increases where, for instance, 
a 25c house, now obligated to get 28c 
(including tax) hopped to 30c. That 
would mean a net to the theatre of 
27c, 3c tor Uncle Sam. Effort to get 
at round figures also contributed, but 
the cuts among smaller admission 
operations is believed to have kept 
the average at the old 23c. 


Citizenry Rally as Tide Turns 


On Oct. 1 the good citizen was 
asked to help pay his country and 
latter’s defense bill by forking over 
a penny on every dime ticket also. 


der all distribution contracts, the 
minimum admission at which films 
may be exhibited is 10c. 

A dime admission became llc; a 
15c ticket carried with it an addi- 
tional 2c for a little more democracy, 
and a 20c coupon kicked out of the 
automatic ticket registers couldn’t be 
picked up unless two pennies went 
with it. 

With no exemptions existing, the 
matter of admissions has gone into 
reverse. Exhibs who cut to 20c be- 
fore have gone back to their old way 
of life where they haven’t gone far- 
ther and jacked prices up a few cents 





| more for what amounts to absorp- 
ition of tax by the public. 





gone to 15c, in an enormous number 
| of cases houses which charged 15c 
| before are now getting 20c, which 
| means a net on the b.o. statement of 
'18c and 2c to the Government. In- 
numerable others, formerly exempt 
{from tax at 20c but now obligated to 
collect 22c, if remaining at that fig- 
ure, are asking 25c, with 3c buying 
a stamp for some letter leaving 
Washington. Similar juggling up 
line, most often with a view to ar- 
riving at round figures, but piling up 
the price for theatre and jumpin 
the tax, is rampant at the moment. 
Where the Government would get 
only two pennies if the price stayed 
at 20c, at a 25c¢ gross price (inclusive 
of tax), Henry Morgenthau’s cash 
repository in Washington gets three. 
This rate of tax may now be doubled, 
it is feared, for an all-out 20% nick 
or at least 15%, although the 
stepped-up rate may exempt lower 
admissions, leaving them at the 
present 10%. 





Autry Rodeo to Open 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Gene Autry will open tour Feb. 6 
of his own rodeo in Houston, where 
the show will play 10 days. Autry 
will keep the rodeo on tour for 
|about three months and then head 
back to the Coast for pictures. 

Slated to play the mammoth Inte 
| national Amphitheatre here with his 
|}rodeo sometime in November. 








_ Wrong Numbers for Japs 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


| 





a series of four regional sales meets 
to be held with the coming month. 
Opener is in New York this Satur- 


iday and Sunday (24-25). Franchise- 
irolders, branch managers, salesmen 


and bookers will attend from ex- 


'changes in Washington, New York, 
| Philadelphia, Boston, New Haven, 


Pittsburgh, Albany and Buffalo. 
Other regional meets will be held 


lin Little Rock (Jan. 31-Feb. 1), 


Chicago (Feb. 7-8) and Los Angeles 
(Feb. 14-15). Confabs will be for 
purpose of acquainting personnel 
with expanded production and dis- 
tribution plans resulting from re- 
cent deal by which Pathe obtained 
control of PRC. 

Armand Schneck has joined Pro- 
ducers’ Releasing Corp. as super- 
visor of branch operations. He has 
been an exec for the past five years 
with Pathe Laboratories. Bernard 
Greenbaum has been named trav- 
eling auditor. 


REPUBLIC BUYS 
FRANCHISE IN 
OKLA. CITY 


Continuing its drive to obtafh for 
its own operation exchanges now 














franchised, Republic last week 
bought up its agreement with Sol 
Davis and Morris Lowenstein for 
the branch in Oklahoma City. That 
makes the 24th exchange now op- 
erated by Rep directly, with nine 
more still held by franchise-owners. 





Tour in Houston Feb. 6 


First starrer under Pat O’Brien’s 


, contract with 20th-Fox will be ‘Call- 


ticket throughout the country, as | ing Manila,’ a tale of telephone en- 


Several weeks ago company 
bought out the franchise-holder in 


| the Cleveland-Cincinnati territory. 


- . |Largest territory remaining in out- 
That leaves no exception since, un- | 


|side hands is the northwest, taking 
lin operation in Seattle, Portland, 
|\Salt Lake City and Butte. 

Unusual aspect of the _ recent 
|franchise acquisitions is that con- 
|tracts on most of them expired last 
year and were renewed at that time. 


It’s Doc’ McCrea at Par 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Joel McCrea becomes a medico 
{in his next picture, “Triumph Over 
Pain,’ a story based on the career 
'of Dr. William Morton, one of the 
|pioneers of anaesthetic surgery. 





| Film is the first under McCrea’s | 
While not so many 10c tickets have | 


new four-picture deal with Para- 
mount. 


‘Black Beauty’ Back 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

‘Black Beauty’ gallops back into 
production at Monogram as a special 
feature with an increased budget and 
a modernized version of the old 
Anna Sewall novel. 

Cameras start within two weeks, 
with Edward Finney and Lindsley 
Persons as co-producers. 











| Films’ °41 Gross | 
a : 

| ee continued from page 5 

|posts, with a daily attendance of 
ae men in uniform. 


The way American films have 
helped strengthen British morale is 


shown in a special portion of the | 


book. It says the British govern- 


ment carried on, despite’ intense | 
bombing, as follows: 

| ‘When Hitler’s war planes roared 
|over England to bomb savagely and 


indiscriminately, British authorities 
promptly closed movie houses. This 


step was taken as a safety measure 
|It was deemed unwise to permit 
crcwds to gather. Similar edicts 


Ices war. The British government 
|rescinded the closing order within a 
| month, for reasons of morale. France 
| took no such action. Britain recog- 
nized that motion picture entertain- 


|ment in times of national stress is | 


indispensable in lessening the strain 
and strengthening the spirit both of 
the civilian population and of the 
}armed forces. British film produc- 
| tion naturally was disrupted by war's 
;}exigencies. More than ever before 
England had to rely on American 
pictures to keep the theatres open 
The U. S. motion picture industry 
responded wholeheartedly to this 


tax experts and operators attest, was | gineers with the U. S. Army in the/ effort, although it meant genuine 


defeated by the revenue act which 
exempted al] admissions up to and 


Philippines. 


Sol M. Wurtzel produces and 


including. -40c..until -July -1, 1940, Irving Pichel directs, starting Fe? 


'sacrifice...From this policy, laid 
down at the beginning, American 
producers never have-deviated.,’ 





PRC TEES OFF REGIONAL FT ELM BOOKING CHART 
SALES MEETS IN N. Y. 


Higher Than Presently in Effect .»o.s0 ini con. mest 


| (For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers VARIETY preserits 
| @ cemplete chart of feature reteases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given tn 
VaRIETy and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meloarama; C—Comedy;. CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 


Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY’s review and running time, 
COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/5/41 





Sing for Your Supper (Col) 
Borrowed Hero (Mono) 
College Sweethearts (Mono) 
Among the Living (Par) 
Swamp Water (20th) 
Tuxedo Junction (Rep) 
The Body Disappears (WB) 


Cc 


MU 


Zove 


66 
65 
62 
67 
90 
66 
72 


B. Rogers-J. Falkenburg 
A. Baxter-F, Rice 

G. Hayes-M. Healy 

A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
W. Brennan-W. Huston 
L. Weaver-J. Weaver 

J. Lynn-J. Wyman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/12/41 





Honolulu Lu (Col) 
Riot Squad (Mone) 
The Feminine Touch (M-G) 
H. M. Pulham, Esq. (M-G) 
Weekend for Three (RKO) 
Red River Valley (Rep) 
Confirm or Deny (20th) 11/19 
Wolf Man (U) 2 

Love on the Dole (UA) 4/30 
Steel Against the Sky (WB) 
Mr. D. A. in the Carter Case (Rep) 





Zezceeeacczs 


35 


68 


L. Velez-B. Bennett 

P. Cromwell-R. Quigley 
R. Russell-D. Ameche 
H. Lamarr-R, Young 
D. O’Keefe-J. Wyatt 

R. Rogers-H. Hayes 

D. Ameche-J. Bennett 
L. Chaney, Jr.-C, Rains 
D. Kerr-C. Evans 

A, Smith 

J. Eliison-V. Gillmore 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/19/41 





Riders of the Badlands (Col) 
West of Cimarron (Rep) 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 
No Hands on the Clock (Par) 12/10 
The Perfect Snob (20th) 11/12 
Read Agent (U) 
Melody Lane (U) 


w 
w 
cD 
M 
Cc 
D 
MU 


57 


97 
76 
63 
69 
60 


C, Barrett-R. Hayden 

B. Steel-T. Tyler 

W. Powell-M. Loy 

C. Morris-J. Parker 

C. Ruggles-C. Greenwood 
D. Foran-L. Carrillo 

R. Page-A. Gwynne 





WEEK OF RFLEASE—12/26/41 





Bed Time Story (Cel) 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) 12/31 
Louisiana Purchase (Par) 11/26 
Playmates (RKO) 11/26 
Remember the Day (20th) 9/24 D 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D 128 
Helizapoppin (U) 9/24 Cc 
The Gold Rush (UA) (Reissue) 
Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) 
You’re in the Army Now (WB) 
Died With Their Boots On (WB) 


c 


w 


cD 
MU 


cD 
Cc 
Cc 
1l/ig9 D 140 


79 


L. Young-F. March 

B. Jones-T. McCoy 

B. Hope-V. Zerina 

K. Kyser-J. Barrymore 
C. Colbert-J. Payne 

W. Pidgeon-M. O’Hara 
Olsen and Johnson 

Cc. Chaplin 

M. Woodworth-J. Rogers 
J. Durante 


“E. Flynn-O. De Haviiland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/2/42 





Lone Star Vigilantes (Col) 9/24 
Freckles Comes Home (Mono) 

Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure (M-G) 
Babes on Broadway (M-G) 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 
Don’t Get Personal (U) 








w 
cD 
M 
M 
w 


Cc 


58 


o4 
82 


121 


64 


60 
WEEK OF RELEASE—1/9/42 





Confessions Boston Blackie (Col) 
Here Come the Marines (Mono) 
Arizona Terrors (Rep) 

Ball of Fire (RKO) 
Lady for a Night (Rep) 
Blue, White and Perfect (20th) 
Jail House Blues (U) 

All Through the Night (WB) 








MU 


M 


8Y 


110 
68 


74 


107 
WEEK OF RELEASE—1 


16/42 


B. Elliott-T. Ritter 

J. Downs-G. Storn 

G. Garbo-M. Douglas 

J. Weissmuller-M. O'Sullivan 
M. Rooney-J. Garland 

T. Holt-M. Douglas 

H. Herbert-A. Gwynn 








C. Morris-H. Hilliard 

W. Ford-T. Wing 

D. Barry-L. Merrick 

B. Stanwyck-G. Cooper 
J. Blondell-J. Wayne 

L. Nolan-H, Reynolds 

N. Pendleton-A. Gwynn 
H. Begart-C. Veidt 








West of Tombstone (Col) 
Mr. and Mrs. North (M-G) 
Snuffy Smith, Yard Bird (Mono) 
Pardon My Stripes (Rep) 

| Man From Cheyenne (Rep) 

| Date With The Falcon (RKO) 
Gentleman at Heart 
Paris Calling (U) 
Shangai Gesture (UA) 








68 


WEEK OF RELEASE 1/23 42 





Cadets on Parade (Col) 
Man From Headquarters (Mono) 
Design for Scandal 
| Sullivan’s Travels (Par) 
Woman of the Year (M-G) 
| Cowboy Serenade (Rep) 





Right to the Heart (20th) 
North of the Kiondike (U) 
Man Who Came to Dinner (WB) 





A Close Call for Ellery Queen (Col) 
Below The Border (Mono) 
Obliging Young Lady (RKO) 
Son of Fury (20th) 1/7 
Treat ’Em Rough (U) 
Twin Beds (UA) 
Wild Bill Hickock Rides (WB) 





Cc 


M 
Ww 


D 
D 
c 
Cc 


Ww 


82 
90 


112 


67 


71 


112 
WEEK OF RELEASE—1 


80 
98 
74 








The Man Who Returned to Life (Col) 
Law of the Jungle (Mono) 
Valley of the Sun (RKO) 
Young America (20th) 1/7 
Bombay Clipper (U) 
| Sons of the Sea (WB) 
A Tragedy at Midnight (Rep) 








were issued in France at the start of | 


D 


D 
Cc 
M 
M 
M 


D 
w 
M 
Ww 

Cc 
w 
M 


WEEK OR RELEASE—2/6/42 


79 
72 
60 


WEEK OF RELEASE 2/12/42 
The Lady Is Willing (Col) 
Western Male (Mono) 
On the Sunny Side (20th) 
| Stagecoach Buckaroo (U) 
Call Out the Marines (RKO) 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 
Dangerously They Lived (WB) 


66 


60 


Ons Ss 


by bo bo 


Cc. Starret-R. Haydon 
G. Allen-W,. Post 

E. Kennedy-B. Duncan 
H. Henry-S. Ryan 

R. Rogers-B. Hayes 
G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
€. Romero-C,. Landis 
R. Scott-E, Bergner 
G. Tierney-W. Huston 


. Bartholomew-V. Lydon 
. Albertson-J. Woodbury 
. Russell-W. Pidgeon 

. McCrea-V. Lake 

. Tracy-K. Hepburn 
Autry-S. Burnette 
Bolger-A. Shirley 

. Joyce-C, Wilde 

. Crawford-L. Chaney 

. Davis-M. Wooley 


30/42 





W. Gargan-M, Lindsay 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 

J. Carroll-E, O’Brien 
T. Power-G. Tierney 
E. Albert 

G. Brent-J. Bennett 
G. Bennett-B. Cabot 





J. Howard-L. Ford 

M. Moreland 

L. Ball-J. Craig 

J. Withers-W. Tracy 

W. Gargan-I. Hervey 

M. Redgrave-V. Hobson 

J. Howard-M. Lindsay 





M. Dietrich-F. MacMurray 
Tom Keene 

J. Darwell-R. MacDowell 
J. Mack Brown-F. Knight 
V. McLaglen-E. Lowe 

T. Holt-R. Whitney 

J. Garfield-R. Hussey 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





The Prime Minister (WB) 
Kathleen (M-G) 
Cadet Girl (20th) 
Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 
Virginian (M-G) 
Sealed Lips (U) 
Mr. Big Goes to Town (Par) 
Johnny Eager (M-G) 10 
Bahama Passage (Par) 

Sounds (M-G) 
Land of the Open Range (RKO) 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 
Come on Danger (RKO) 
Kings Row (WB) 
Yank On the Burma Road (M-G) 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 
Born to Sing (M-G) 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 
The Fleets In (Par) 
Fly by Night (Par) 


1/14 R 


z 





Captains of the Clouds (WB) 


RD 


Zad0uz Zoose 


ozz2ZE 


Gaus 


J. Gielgud-D. Wynwaré 
S. Temple-H. Marshall 
C. Landis-G. Montgomery 
L.. Ayers-L. Barrymore 
F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
W. Gargan-J. Clyde 
(Cartoon) 

R. Tayor-L. Turner 

M. Carroll-S. Hayden 
W. Beery-M. Main 

T. Holt-R. Whitey 


T. Holt-R. Whitey 


T. Holt-F. Neal 

A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 
L. Day-B. Nelson 

N. Shearer-N, Coward 
V. Weidler-R. McDonald 
G. Veidt-A, Ayers 

R. Arlen-J. Parker 

D. Lamour-W. Holden 
N. Kelly-R. Carlson 

P. Goddard-R. Milland 
J. Cagney-D. Morgan 
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The Picture of the Hour! Listen! 


‘THE BUGLE 
SOUNDS’ 


It sounds Louisville’s success story! 

It sounds 325% biz at Loew’s Theatre there! 

It sounds Louisville’s great promotion campaign! 

It sounds the call to alert showmen to book it fast! 
It sounds timely thrills and robust fun for patrons! 
It sounds like —and is—money in the bank! 





SER ARPT sy EER, 


and Cyril Hume « Directed by S. SYLVAN SIMON © Produced by J. WALTER. RUBEN + A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





"THE BUGLE SOUNDS” starring. WALLACE. BEERY with Marjorie Main * Lewis Stone * George Bancroft * Henry O'Neill 
Donna Reed.» Chill Wills «+ William Lundigan * Screen Play by Cyril Hume * Based'on a Story'by Lawrence Kimble 
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BORN TO SING 


(Continued from page 8) 


taxicab operator, keep their cele- 
brated rival from opening his pro- 
duction on the scheduled night and 
kidnap his audience to see their 
offering 

There are two entertaining num- 
bers at that point. one a_ typical 
musical comedy song and dance 
routine expertly handled by Ray 
McDonald and Miss Weidler, the 
other a bright ‘Quiz Kids’ travesty 
by tiny Richard Hall and several 
less notable moppets. ‘Baliad for 
Americans, with virtually nothing 


the of the film. 


that it berowe< 


to do with rest 
elaborately staved 
completely unbelievable. There's not 
even an attempt made to return from 
that to the picture—it just breaks 
off arbitrarily. 

Whole preduction 1s ponderously 
overboard and the direction is no 
better than the aye od script. Fi itm 
could be ar: ally .ct Biieq Y's 
ler. who can ms a adie vating little 
performer ith suitable material, 
looks embarrassingly bad in these 
surroundings, while McDonald im- 
presses only when he abandons the 
story for his talented tan dancing. 
Leo Gorcey is his usual ‘Dead End’ 
self, while Rags Ragland and Sheldon 


is so 





Neither 
ted 
ance, 
ting 
well done. 


rates no applause for the job. 
| does John Rawlins, who 
along the lines 
although s« me of the scenes tes 
» bos are rather 

Richard "hen and Phil Terry, 
pals, have invented a fantastic kind 
of torpedo boat which looks like it’s 
made of papier-mache, yet will hit 
50 knots an hour. Some of the action ; 
is in and around a shipyard, with the 
owner's daughter around most all | 
the time, but with nething much 
happening here or elsewhere during 
the 69 minuies running time 

For romantic interest two featured 
femme players figure, Jean Parker 
and Mary Carlisle, neither of whom 
adds much weight. Latter has an ap- 
pealing personality, but otherwise 
fails to impress to amy extent. Miss 
Parker, cast more importantly than 
Miss Carlisle, plays a nightelub sing- 


iirec 
] *) + 


of least resist 


torpec 


er who is rebuffed by Arlen, weds 
Terry instead, and then, after latter 
gets killed, retwrns to Arlen’s side 
for a forced finish. 

Lesser roles are played by Dick 
Purcell and Ralph Sanford, with 
latter trying for laughs thet fall 
preity flat. Char. 


NORTH TO KLONDIKE 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. | 








Leonard manage to avoid disgrac- | Universal release ot Le Malvern —- 
ing themselves in supporting parts. | {ties Rat yg aes een I 
7 . F . nkers, vel ine ‘ ° 
That's something of an achievement, ted by Erle €. Kenton: screenplay by 
under the circumstances. Clarence U. Young, Lou Sares ap one Ce rae 
Except for ‘Ballad.’ th score is | Bricker: based on story by William Castle 
ordin = anes, ° Hobe | from ‘Geld Efunters of the North,’ by Jack 
nary. ove. | Londom Camera, Charles Van Enger; film 
om: | editor, Ted Kent. Previewed im studio pro- 
jection room, Jan. 13, ‘42. Rurning time, 
SALUTE TO COURAGE * sins. 
John Thorn, . .Brod Crawford 
: ! Mary Sloan.... Evelyn Ankers 
Metro-Goldwyn-Maver release of Irving = 1. . , 
Asher production, Festures Conrad Veidt, | one. Se oprcererereses swmemng i — 
Ann Avars, Frank Reicher. Dorothy Tree, | ; ao oo ge TOS Se Lk te os 4 
Ivan Simpson, William ‘Tannen, Martin Doctor eee. a . or wie Go 
Koasleck Mare ‘Lawrence Directed by Wateritiy.......+ ,estenne a le —— 
Jules Dassin. Resed on idea by Lothar “ ellington Wont.......-+- 3 --.. Reve i ashe 
Mende: adaptation, Paul Gangelin and Jim Allen FL oa — _ rews 
John Meehan. Jr.; film editor, Frank KF, | Mayme Peeaey 296 3s 5 —_ = ey 
Hull: camera, Harry Straddling. Tradeshown taka PTV TEL Le eer tlt tng Fre o 
’ - @ 4 ine time 2 | Ren OER. ccc cs peth oss eweeeonna ¥ i 
5 ¥.. Wan, 58, °45,. Bunning time, Bb cise Genith, i.<.s sc cceccteees Paul Dubev 
. 7 | BBO 5 tks: Ord Sdbiate seer Pred Cordova 
Ove tech afe o . 
an oe Von Detner 4 ..Conrad Veidt | Late JOTAAN. +60 se eeeeeeeeree ees Jeff Corey 
Kuaren de Relle.......ccces, Ann Avyars “ gee 
Fritz...  athauteneess Frank Reicher | Typical actioner drama of the far 
Miss Harper... se. Dorothy Tree | north, with stress on the pine trees, 
jee ervey Sterling © ivan a reted towering mountains and usual back- | 
udwig.... ee Villlam anne ‘ 
Kurt Ric hten cesses Martin Kosleck | grounds of Alaska, North to the 
Joe Aiello +e Mare Tawrence | Klendike’ provides acceptable enter- | 
Arnold Milbi . Sidney Blackmer |} tainment in the secondary duals | 


For average program purposes this 


spy melodrama will serve satisfac- 
torily. but too much in the way of 
boxoffice draught should not be ex- 
pected of it, since the best for lights 
is the name of Conrad Veidt and 
title that may create some attention. | 


However, 
out a 
sesses 


Irving Asher has brought 
secondary feature that pos- 
general audience interest and 
manages to hold it well in spite of 
83 minutés running time. The direc- | 
tor is Jules Dassin, a newcomer, 
whose talent for moulding a story! 
and providing smooth action appears | 
to favor him for the future. Among | 
other things. Dassin exercises great 
care in preserving the continuity of | 
the story without injuring its sus- | 
pense. 

Story is incredible in some ways, | 
especially since Veidt is not a ro-| 
mantic type fitting for harness with 
Anna Ayars, and highly implausible 
that as a good American he would 
make the supreme sacrifice for the 
girl by returning to Germany to take 
any medicine handed him. 

Veidt plays a dual role, that of 
American Teuton 


the | 
and the Nazi twin | 
brother whom he kills, later to im- 
personate the latter as the leader of 
an espionage ring which he betrays 
in doing honest service to the coun- 
try of his adoption. The cireum- 
stances are often somewhat far- 
etched. notably w respect to the 
erse with which his deceptidn is ear- 
ried out, but it all makes for good 
meller entertainment regardless. 
Veidt gives a fine performance and 


those 


on 


ith 


around him are exceptionally 
well cast for the roles they essay, 
notably Frank Reicher. Dorothy | 
Tree. Ivan Simpson, William Tannen 
Martin Kosleck and Mare Lawre nce. 
Miss Ayars. as a member of the spy 
ring who later sours on it. is person- 
able. She's a smalltown recruit who 
previously appeared in one of the 
Kildare pictures She photographs 
well and handles lines competently 
Needs someone younger than Veidt 
as romantic viv-a-vis, howeve 
Char 
P ) { ele Will 1 Pine- 
William ri 1 pro t is ul 
Richard Arjey Jean Parker, M ‘al 
lisle, Phil ‘Te , Dick Pureell and Ralph 
Sanford Direc d by John Raw > Story, | 
Aaron rr ecagg wget. Maxwell’ Shane; 
film editor, Bi) Ziexuler photography, 
Fred Jackman = adeshown in N Y. Jan. |} 
15, '42. Running time: 69 MINS, 
Skimmer Barnes. -Riehard Arlen 
Grace Holman sie Jean Parker 
Jane Townsend......... -«.»-Mary Carlisle 
Tommy Whela: : bad Phil Terry 
Ralph Andrews.... weeeee- Dick Pureell 
Hector Bobry. : <p Ralph Sanford 
WOtORS 6s skes Wiltin m Haade 
a Mike ses coevccssev ear O'Shea 
Mr. Townsend...........Robert Middl inass 
Low-budget action item, flavored 
with romance. doesn't stack up as 
very mueh. It is produced along 


routine suecess-stery lines and can- 
not expect much from the cast for 
marquee aid. Represents a 
entry for minor dual bill bookings. 
The story, dealing with the inven- 
tion of a torpedo boat, charts a highly 
improbable course and carries with | 
it dialog of a very ordinary grade. 
Yarn, written by Aaron Gottlieb, was 
adapted by Maxwell Shane, who'! 


| finish. 
| sufficient action 


| of 


weak | 


where action rather than logie is re- 


| quired. 


Story follows familiar trails of un- 
folding, with fist fights and a heavy, | 
who is eventually outwitted by the 
hero—in this case a mining engineer, 


Brod Crawford. Lon Chaney is the 
tough guy who is bent on running | 
the farmer-settlers out the valley | 


because he figures there’s much gold | 
around that should reach his poke. 
Crawford, brought to the valley by | 
Chaney, sticks around on a fishing | 
expedition to uncover reasons for 
Chaney’s funny actions—and natu- | 
rally conks the haivy for a rousing | 
It’s all very obvious, but with | 
and scenic stuff to 
satisfy the action audiences. 
Cast is well set up for a picture 
this kind, with several episodes 
rising far above th@ moderate pre- | ; 
tentions of the picture. Producer 
Malvern adds a thrilling canoe ride | 
through the rapids, and a spectacular 
fight between Chaney and Crawford 
for a climax. —. trite story 
formula, director Erle Kenton keeps 
things moving at a good pace. 
Walt 


The Remarkable ‘Andrew 


mount re of Riel ad Blumen 
1 precdwpet ic | tu Wi lliam Bolde n 
n Drew nd Brian Denley Direct ad 
Stuart bleisl screenpla by PDualten 
Trumbe wiapted from his own Ww 1 af 
n Arel \ chek: cam- 
: Pheeden “parkuhl Prac sie n in 
v Fan. 16, °42 mning » £0 VMIINS, 
Ltndrew Teng . Willi llolden 
Pegey Tolin — Ellen Drew 
(he Andrew Jach~re . Brian Denle 
! em Jevryve > Rant € meron 
Ramdall Stevens ... Richard Webb | 
rt Sleewml . P Put biwll 
Tialsew. . ..Pranees Gifford 
Miss Van Tiwren .» Nvdia West mn 
(jeorgs VW himgter ..Montacu love 
het l’rantglim. Ceorge its | 
Iustive Mareb Hurst 
Themas Jeffersor . Gilbert kk ry 
Henry Smith jimmy Conlin 
Dy lp ! ; Spencer €h rs 
rR KR. Met Wallis « Kk 
ate P l Tom | n 
(vy lle Bea h Winor \ on 
~ ~o ge Mi ” n 
hy 
| This is a present-day story in 
which allegorical sequences introduce 
famous Colonial figures of American 
history plus Andrew Jackson. The 
latter is the model for the modern 
hero. It’s all pretty involved. 


It’s going to be a little bewildering 
for the average audience. Ii presents 
la freely-imbibing Andrew Jackson, 
|garbed in full military regalia, | 

| storming through a pieture of pres- | 
| ent-day, small-town life. Also there’s | 
|W ashington, Jefferson, Franklin, 
Chief Justice John Marshall—by the | 
grace of se,»»e processed photography | 
|——-marching through iron bars to ad- 
vise a small-towm youth jailed on a 
framed embezzlement charge? 

‘The Remarkable Andrew’ has been 

well-produced and is consistently en- 
| gaging and timely in recalling mem- 
| orable words that have long since | 
| been placed in American archives. 
But it all adds up as confusing. 

| William Holden plays ‘the remark- | 
| able Andrew,’ a near-perfect youth | 
| whose mode of life has been gov- | 
erned by the famous sayings of Jack- 
| son. Along with Brian Donlevy. as | 
the resurrected Jackson. and Filen | 
Drew, as Holden’s fiancee, they con- 


in a cast that consistently does wel 


Stuart Heisler’s direction was all that | 


could have been desired. 
One bit of dialog, which deals with 


an America at peace, will have to be 


cut befere general release; film, of 
course, was finished before the Dec. 
7 assault. Naka. 
College Sweethearts 
(Witt SONGS) 

Mor ! Som hatzman pre- 
ductiot , 5a tlayes. P Lined 
Hayes Meavy tk Hunts Hall heonmne 
Rubin. Skeets Gallacher. Directed by Wil- 
liam Nigh es reenplay bs Harvey Gates 
ml Jack Tlenl rom original ory rv 
Gates and Connie Lee Crmet Mareel Le 
Picard eslitor, Robert tpolele n" Vusic, 
Joknmy Lange mi Lew Porter Neville 

! con, Jown Batlwin d (hark R. Cal- | 
lender, Mart Hlammend and Lee Bile At | 
the New York theatre, N. Y., dual, start- 

line Jan. i. ‘#2. Running time, 60 WENS, 
Grace Grace Hayes } 
Peter Elem te . L'eter 
Mary .Mary llealby 
Skeets Siillhern... Huniz thal 
Yuna betla Jan Wiley 
href, Warren Skeets Gallagher | 
Nick Henny Rubin 
I Iie mdviek _FPran’s Elbiett 
fomes J, Kane.. .Bdedie Kane 
ae er Roland Dupree 
ROSA. 220 ecseccandes Leeward Seuss 


This is more of an idea than a pie- 
| ture. Monogram has taken vet vaude 
performer Grace Hayes, now opera- 
tor of a Hollywood nitery; her son, 


| 
tribute the outstanding tay acageea } 


l.ind Ifayes | father’s wishes and returns 





mimic Peter Lind Hayes, and his 
wife, Mary Healy, and concocted a | 
story to feature the family trio. 

Hayes family group is hardly a 
combo to count for much at the b.o., 
despite Grace Hayes’ rating as a 
former variety house standard and 
her son’s recent vaude-nitery work. 
Miss Hayes is weak as_a dramatic 
actress, although young Hayes might 
be more plausibly screen-worthy if 
confined more to his specialties. 
Miss Healy also runs into difficulty 
with Thespis. Benny Rubin and 
Huntz Hall (fugitive from the Dead 
End Kids) do better with their 
comedy bits. 

Add to the shortcomings a badly- 
told story. Original is screwy 
enough, but the screenplay is com- 


Mama are redeems her son and 





TREAT ’EM ROUGH 


Universal preduction and t ise Stars 
Fudie Albert; features Peers M ran, Wil- 
liam Frawle Lloyd Corrigan Truman 
ht ey Mantan Moreland Director, Ray 

vio screenplay Roy Chanslor Rob 
Will camera, George Robinson Re- 
viewed at the Rialto, N. ¥ Jan. 17, °42. 
Punning time, 3& MENS, 


Panama Ki’ (Bill Kingsford). Kddie Albert 
Betty ° Peexy Moran 
biat foot William: Frawley 
Gray Kinsford......--. Lieyd Corrigan | 
| Perkins , 6hobsavbans Truman Bradley 
Snake-Mye®@ .....eeees Mantan Mereland 
Wetherbee... Joe Crehan 
Martin owe , Bat Pawley 
Police Sergeant......- William Ruhl 


Troseper lames Flavin 


WIR. oo:0 oo hte ee gesetetnevotns Peter Leeds 
Captain Monte Clue 
BHandciohaker. ....cccccces Dewev Rehbirson 
Walter . te ane ten © Jacek Mithall 
Police Announcér........ .Mel! Ruick 


Prodigal son motif, built up around 
Eddie Albert as the boy who becomes 
middleweight boxing champ despite 
to save 
parent from ruim and dishonor, is 
strictly a lightweight. 

Albert remains umeonvincing in a 
serio-comic role here. Light touch 
is well intentioned, but he doesn’t 
earry it off. Peggy Moran, femme 
lead, fills the bill photogenically in 
product of this quality. Truman 
Bradley, who displays excellent 
speaking voice, has little more than a 
walk-on part as one of the heavies. 
Also making a good showing here is 
Mantan Moreland, colored comic. 

Yarn has Albert’s father. an oil 
king, in a tight spot as federal in- 
vestigators are about to discover 
shortage of a million barrels of oil. 
Tycoon’s secretary, Peggy Moran, 
brings the fighter and his pals into 
the play amd they discover dirty 
work literally going on at the cross- 
reads. Thieves from within have 
been stealing oil across a_ secret 
bridge. 

There’s a big motorcycle cop chase 
sequence arid fist fight for the climax. 

Mori. 


Holt of the Secret Service | 
(SERIAL) 


ee . ele Eiward the 


aves the college. In 12 episodal suspensers, ‘Holt of 

By bringing in the nitery angle. | the Secret Service’ gives Jack Holt 
Mono succeeds in making a sort of | back to the action field from which 
music al out of the film. There are | he has been absent for some time. 
a couple of little production num- Design of the piece is strictly for 
bers. plus six tumes, some of which | the kids, and it adds up to a disap- | 
aren't bad and are being published | pointment im lots of ways. 
by Tin Pan Alley. Best are ‘Anna- Director James W. Horne has | 
bella’ and ‘Put Your Trust in the spared no action. but even with 
Moon.” The Hayeses and Miss He aly j plenty of flailing fists, gun fire and 
handle the vocal chores. Young | ali out cliffhanging teasers, it fails | 


Hayes also does a few of the imita-|to measure up to what patrons re- | 


tions he specializes in. 


Herb. 


Nadeeiveulia Rustlers 


(WETH SONGS) 
| Monogram Please of George W Weeks 
production, Stars Ray Corrigan, John King, 
M Terhune Directed hb S. Re Luby: 
" lohn Rathmell sereenpla Rud | 
kK! abet} } her To) ert 
(‘linge itor R (lnire nue lean 
re and Fa Tobias, R Ingraham 
1 c F 1 R rt Colonial, 
1 Neb iy, Jar 13 = Ru ng 
6 MINS 
Crash oad ‘ o< Ray -orree 
Dusty ng King 
<Alit War erhune 
Trene . tiwen Gaze 
Pord Robert Blair 
Rent ly ‘ ¢ FPerrest Tavlor 
lam aa Yom T.onde 
ME eeO Ee ss eo k.d0s Chenawets ve e (lark 
sh BE alas Scar iin ead dada aol a Bud Osborne 
With two so-so tunes, a fairly 
familiar seript, and a slow-meving | 
plot. the Range Busters ride again 
for Mono in this average western 
about the goldfields of California im 


the days of the panic of 1869. 


Busters. so organized that John 
King and Ray Corrigan conduct the 
pitches for the women ‘talways the 
ame one), and Max Terhune, with 
dummy, oafs around in the hope of 
getting a laugh with strained dialog, 
are a good framework over which 
to lay most any kind of a western 
script. Personnel doesn’t click very 
well somehow, and falls far short 


of the days when Corrigan and Ter- 
hune were members of the original 
Mesquiteer series at Republic. 
John King has been set into the 
trio~for singing purposes, evidently, 


he being a recruit some years back | house. 


from Ben Bernie's orch. A couple of 
tunes like ‘Following the Trail’ and | 


‘Sweetheart of the Range’ won’t help 


a guy make much of an impression, 
and there’s too little action in ‘Un- 
derground Rustlers’ to make up for 


the deficiency 


Of more than passing Camera no- 
tice is Gwen Gaze, who makes a 
better showing than she has in pre- 
vious saddle sagas. It’s one of the 
few times in a western, too, that the 
girl is made to almost key the story 
together and keep it running. Usual- 


| ly, the western heroine gets to cast 


her eyes down in proper shyness in 
the first reel, then flick her lashes 
up obviously at the mainmost male 
near the fade. 

This one will do all right 
and probably get by. but 
word-of-mouth builder. 


to fill, 
it’s 


Art. 


| even though the woman of the piece | 


no | Margaret,’ 


| member when they used to buy Jack | 
Holt. 
It's the story of a secret service | 


operative, with a woman assistant, 


Evelyn Brent, who strikes out to 
break up a ring of counterfeiters. | 
| It involves his joining the gang, try- | 


| ing to be close to the edge of being 


nabbed, but standing it off 

One of the illusion-busters is the 
casting of Miss Brent. who, in no 
sense of the imagination could pass 


as the type one would want to pro- 
tect, or would have to worry about 
taking care of herself. Im a serial. 


may enter in the adventure, it’s 
hardly believable to have her | 
coming in hard and crossing lip with | 
a bunch of jailbirds, and winning. 
Formula demands that the girl be 
demure, and Miss Brent hardly | 
qualifies for that classification. 


Holt, for marquee salesmanship, is 
its only hope. Art. 











Lambs Club Review 


mae continued from page | 








late last week okayed the plan and 

told Allen to arrange bookings. Al- | 
len will set deals sans commissions. | 
but all expenses incurred will be re- 
imbursed. Lambs members 


’ : : 
for virtually 


will 
aiso work expenses 
only. 

Lambs Club last week initiated a 
plan of entertaining some 60 serv- 
icemen weekly in the N. Y¥. club- 
Boys are given a dinner, 
smokes and witness a show by the | 
members. 
| With the Lambs including virtual- | 
| ly all the topflight male legit ialent 
| in its membership, Allen visualizes a 
| name show of big b.o. appeal. A 
| line of girls will probably supple- 
| ment the Lambs members, and the | 
}unit will be billed as the ‘Lambs 
| Club Revue.’ 


STORY BUYS 


: Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Bill Pine and Bill Thomas bought 
‘Interceptor Command,’ by Maxwell 
Shane. 
Metro 











purchased ‘Journey 
war refugee novel, 
White. 


= 


iW. L. 


arn | 


| the 


; western 


| also 


| 
| The 











Exchanges | 











Centinued from page 12? ——_' 


| the local Producers Releasing ex- 
| change. 
| R. C. Hill, Columbia exchange 
manager, to Phoenix to recuperate 
| from illness. 

Mrs. Sylvia Erickson, with Co- 


lumbia exchange 10 years, now man- 
ager-secretary, quitting because of 
expected baby. 

With Chet Bell, Paramount 
{change manager as chairman, the 
Motion Picture Industry of the re- 
gion is getting to work in the ‘March 
of Dimes’ campaign. At a meeting 
held at the Paramount exchange, all 
present pledged theatres and other 
branches will do all in their power 
to put the campaign over. 


ex- 


The Film Employes union has 
pledged, through its members, to 


buy at least one $25 defense bond a 
|month. Each member will buy at 
least one 25c stamp a month. 


Aster Takes ‘Air’ 

Astor Pictures, dealing mostly in 
reissues, has closed a deal acquiring 
American’ distribution rights’ to 
‘George Takes the Air,’ starring 
|George Formby. It was negotiated 
| by Bob Savini, president of Astor, 
| with Jack Barnstyn, of the B.S.B. 
| Corp. 

This will be the second Formby 
English-made to be distributed in 
this country by Astor. 


Edward A, Smith’s New Post 
Edward A. Smith, veteran theatre 


operator for Paramount, has been 
appointed city manager of the 


Springfield, Mass., houses of Western 
Massachusetts Theatres, a Par sub- 
sidiary of which Nate Goldstein is 
president. In the new post he con- 
tinues also as managing director of 
the Par, Springfield, which he has 
held for two years. 

Formerly with Par in Boston, the 
Northwest and on the Pacific Coast, 
|'Smith was for a time in- between 





| with Fox-West Coast. 


i pletely jumbled, robbing the yarn of Beg whos ong 4 hy or ise cts a a 
any sense. Camerawork that's fre- | 8% 200 ‘Tristan Coffin. Directed by Grainger Back 
quently out-of-focus is no help, | james WwW. Horne: asecreenplay, tasil Jimmy Grainger, Republic sales 
either. | Dickey, George Plympton, Wyndham Git- | head, is back in New York after at- 
Story is of a-eellegiate playboy be- ae, ames. 2 Brown: editors, | tending a two-day sales meeting of 
me ee - | Dwight Caldwell, Fa “urne music ee . “ : a 
ing supported in wealth by his} Zahler Reviewed, tt Calenial Lincoln, | £mpire Films, Ltd., in Toronto. Em- 
mother—whom he doesn’t know—via | Nel.. Jan. 17, Running time (per | pire distributes Republic product 
| her vaude warbling. Accompanied | chapter): 17% MINS. | abov e the border 
. by her secretary-protege (Mary | Purrell...........-.000:. Jack Holt Grainger was away from the home 
Healy) she vrits the college town | ae See ap ae Reeee es ee yn ak wt | office for five weeks prior to the 
° ‘a4 VOF wc ceeccceter ontuague Sha ‘, « t¢ scct ~ rie an’ 
and sees what a no-good the boy is. | vaigin.. *Frriatem Coffin | © anadian _ sessions, visiting Rep’s 
| College at that tint gets into finan- | Arnold John Ward | Hollywood plant and nearly all of 
cial a and by opening a nitery- | Quist red Adams | the company’s exchanges. 
adieane?, anned by the students, | {™'™?---: Iee MeGuinn | —_—— 


RKO Sales Execs Due Back 

Nat Levy, Philadelphia district 
manager for RKO, and Harry Gittle- 
son, of the RKO h.wo. sales depart- 
ment, are due back this week from 
Coast after holding meetings on 
the RKO sales drive in 38 branches, 
vindup of which was in L. A., where 
they were joined by Walter Branscn, 
division manager. Branson 
also returns directly to N. Y. 

Herb MacIntyre, western district 
sales chief for RKO, accompanied 
Levy, the drive captain, and Gittle- 
son through the western territory. 


€lese K. C. House 
Kansas City, Jan. 20 
James Long, manager of Fox-Mid- 


west Theatres Corp. district of Kan- 
sas City, closed the Madrid theatre 
Friday (16), finding it advisable un- 
der present unsettled conditions to 
fold house and concentrate biz of 
the area at the Warwick, which it 
operates 


Ed Whaley, who has been manager 





| of the Madrid, moves to the Glad- 
stome. Charley Morrill, who has 
been manager of the Gladstone, is 
in a hospital. 
Patriotic Opening 
Youngstown, Jan. 20. 
All proceeds taken in when the 


975-seat Newport theatre opened Fri- 


day (16) were turned over to the Red 
Cross by Paul and Joseph Raful, 
operators. 

There was no admission charge, 


but patrons were asked to donate to 
the Red Cross agents an amount 
equal, at least, to the regular admis- 
sion charge of 25c. 


Skouras Reopens Merrick 
Merrick theatre, Jamaica, L. I.. \ 


as 


| reopened last week under the Skou- 


ras banner after being closed for 
renovations. It was formerly oper- 
ated by the Century Circuit, but is 
{now included in a pooling arrange- 
| ment. 

About 200 employees of Fabian 


houses on Staten Island were guests 
of the circuit at a costume dinner 
dance Saturday (17). District man- 
ager Harry Black played host. 


MORE USHERETTES 


Several Philly Houses Now Using 

Femmes to Guide Customers 

Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 
Stanley-Warner chain, its 
|usher ranks riddled by draft, enlist- 
ments and the lure of defense jobs, 
has turned to femmes for aisle- 
| bosre 
| guides, 

Last week the gal ‘glow-worms'’ 
|went on duty at the central-city 
| Keith’s, Aldine and Palace, and 
| other houses are set to follow 
|shortly. Several indie houses aiso 
‘have hired usherettes. 
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FROM THE DEEP, ROMANTIC SOUTH COMES ANOTHER 
THRILLING DRAMA OF LOVE AND INTRIGUE! 






Hers was a peerless beauty...a 
matchless charm...that won the 
raucous cheers of the showboat crowd 
...and won the hearts of the proud 
aristocrats of the old South. 








BLONDELL: WAYNE 


“LADY FOR A NIGHT 


with 


RAY MIDDLETON 


PHILIP MERIVALE - BLANCHE YURKA « EDITH BARRETT 


LEONID KINSKEY + THE HALL JOHNSON CHOIR 
LEIGH JASON—Director 


Original écreen play by Isabel Dawn and Boyce DeGaw ¢ Based on a story by Garrett Fort 
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Dual Billing Continues on Upswing, 


Except in South, 


150-200 More Dual Situations in “41 


+ 





Dual billing continues on the up- 
swing throughout the country except 
in the south, and scattered zones, 
according to New York distribution 
circles, some of whom state there 
are from 150 to 200 more double bill 
situations in operation than last year. 


Increased number of dual situations 
includes houses in both chain and in- 
dependent categories. However, the 
tendency to go single-bill with top 
pictures has been more marked dur- 
ing the past year than before. 


Reported that single featuring has 
been tried by some operators, as a 
steady diet, following the blast 
against dualing at the convention of 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America in Los Angeles last sum- 
mer, but scarcely a dozen houses can 
be located where any adoption of 
the single bill policy has long re- 
mained in effect. In a few instances 
operators tried single billing for two 
or three days a week, but even in 
this classification few theatres ean 
be listed. 


Despite strong denunciation of 
dualing by producers such as Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, Mary Pickford, Walter 
Wanger and others last year, added 
to pressure then brought to bear on 
chain operators such as National 
Theatres to put single billing into ef- 
fect, theatre operators fought shy. 
National passed the buck to the 
producer-chains (Paramount, RKO, 
Loew’s, Warners) while independ- 
ents all waited for the other fellow 
to start first. 


Priority Problem 


Exhibitors remain convinced, from 
b.o. returns, that dualing is neces- 
sary. Double featuring, however, is 
now up against a new though not 
immediate problem. Despite that no 
shortage of raw stock exists and no 
mention has yet been made of ra- 
tioning, materials going into the 
manufacture of film are all needed 
in war production. Increasing mu- 
nitions manufacturing requirements 
for cellulose, silver nitrate, pulp- 
wood and cotton is considered likely 
to affect film production eventually, 
with B product likely to be sliced. 


NICK DEAN, KAUFMAN 
TRIALS SET FOR FEB. 2 


Trial of Nick Dean, alias Nick Cir- 
cella, was postponed until Feb. 2 in 
the N. Y. federal court, Monday (19). 
The reason for the delay is that 
Mathias F. Correa, U. S. attorney 
who will try the case, is tied up 
with other matters. 

Dean is charged with extorting 
more 
mount, Loew’s, 
and Warner 








20th Century-Fox 
Bros. under threats of 
calling a strike among members 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees in the 
employ of the film companies. Trial 
of Louis Kaufman, business agent of 
the IATSE in Newark, was also post- 
poned to the sa‘ne date. Judge Sam- 
uel H. Rifkind »ostponed both cases. 


No More of That 


Los Angeles, Jan. 20. 
Auto gimmicks in the Fox-West 
Coast theatres in the Southern Cali- 
fornia district have been wiped out 
by Government war restrictions on 

the sale or delivery of new cars. 
F-WC houses in this territory gave 
away a total of 20 automobiles dur- 

ing the last three months of 1941. 











Timely Now 


Bridgeport, Jan. 20. 
Warner theatre is dusting off 
“Passage from Hong Kong’ and 
*Singapore Woman’ for showing this 
month. 
Both pix were made months be- 
fore the Far East outbreak. 


Cel.’s 6834c Divvy 
Columbia Pictures last week de- 
elared the regular quarterly divi- 
dend of 6834c per share on the con- 
vertible preferred stock. This main- 
tains the regular $2.75 annual rate 
on this stock, 





than $1,000,000 from Para-| 


Say Distributors; 





Ruggles’ Dog Act 





Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Charles Ruggles, who operates 
a kennel establishment in addi- 
tion to his film acting, closed a 
deal with the Duncan Novelty 
Co. of Racine, Wis., to make 24 
16-millimeter films during the 
next year at the rate of two per 
month. 

He will act with his own per- 
sonally trained animals. 


Administration 
Slate Winner In 
Close SPG Vote 


~—-_-—--— 


Administration adherents in the 
Screen Publicists Guild of New York, 
in an extremely close election last 
week, succeeded in voting into office 
all but one of the candidates on their 
slate. Small winning majorities, 
especially for Joe Gould, president, 


opposition interests promised to de- 
liver at least 25 new members who 
have remained out due to dissatis- 
faction over policies of those in 
control. Victorious opposition candi- 
date was Arthur Jeffrey, of United 
Artists, who defeated the incumbent, 
Jonas Rosenfield, of 20th-Fox, by 
three votes. 

Jeffrey won the office of second 
vice-president, which is a consider- 
ably greater victory than it appears, 
since the post carries with it chair- 
manship of the representative _coun- 
cil. This is the ruling body of the 
Guild, made up of reps from the 
various units. 

President Joseph Gould, of United 
Artists, got the biggest plurality of 
any candidate, defeating Carl Rigrod 
(RKO) by 115 to 102. Larry Lips- 
kin (Columbia) beat Mort Gerber 
(Warners) by 112-105 for v. p., with 
Harry Hochfeld, the incumbent, not 
running for reelection. Stephen L. 
Freeland (20th-Fox) won over Len 
Daly (UA) for secretary, 108-107, 
with Jeff Livingston (Metro), the 
incumbent, likewise not running for 
reelection. Charles L. Wright, the 
treasurer, was unopposed. 

Paul Hays, mediator named by the 
|N. Y. State Mediation Board to help 
| bring to a conclusion stalled contract 
negotiations between the SPG and 
producers, will hold a joint session 
with reps of the two groups tomor- 
row (Thursday). He has already 
met with both sides individually. 
| Mediator is professor of law at Co- 
lumbia University. 

Matter went to mediation after the 
film companies turned down the 
agreement reached between their 
| Own negotiating committee and a 
committee representing the SPG. 

Final contract proposed by the 
SPG places a minimum on publicists 
| of $65 and on associate publicists 
of $40, with an 80% rather than 
closed: shop called for. Minimums 
obtained by the Coast SPG range 
to $125 for senior publicists. 

Contract submitted by the eastern 
SPG also includes the right of an 
employer to discharge any member 
for incompetence, insubordination, 
drunkenness, etc. 





More Tom-Tom Beating 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Indian dances and sports featured 
in ‘Valley of the Sun’ at RKO will 
be repeated on a more elaborate 
scale in ‘Grand Canyon,’ localed in 
the historic home of aboriginal cere- 
monials. 

Lucille Ball and James Craig are 
slated as co-stars. 


Cowdin Due East 


J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal Pictures, is expected back 
from the Coast at the end of this 
week, or early next. 

Annual earnings report of U, cov- 
ering the fiscal year ending last Oc- 
tober, is expected out later this 
week, ¢* ‘ "= 











are believed to have occurred because | 


LOEW’S STOCKHOLDER’S 
SUIT ASKS $14,250,000 


Marion Gottlieb, holder of 100 
shares of Loew’s, Inc., common filed 
a $14,250,000 stockholder’ action 
against the company, its officers and 
directors in the N. Y. supreme court 
Friday (16), claiming the officers and 
directors were paid excessive com- 
pensation on unreal net profits. Suit 
is divided into seven causes of action. 

First cause of action claims Metro 
invested $3,500,000 in Gaumont- 
British Pictures Corp. in 1939-'40 
and °41, and carried the investment 
on its books at no loss. The stock is 
worthless, plaintiff says, since G-B is 
insolvent. Overpayments to officers 
and directors of $2,500,000 in bonuses 
are claimed. 

Second cause claims an Overpay- 
ment of $2,000,000 for alleged failure 
to deduct certain state and federal 
taxes. The third cause claims an 
overpayment of $2,250,000 for over 
valuation of film rights, properties, 
books, etc. Fourth cause seeks $3,- 
000,000, claiming failure to deduct 
losses of blocked and frozen cur- 
rency and destruction of property in 
foreign countries. 

Fifth cause alleges failure to de- 
duct payments made to the officers 
and directors in computing the com- 
pany taxes. 

Last two causes refer to the Bioff- 
Browne case, and $1,000,000 _ is 
claimed for illegal payments and 
$100,000 on the raw stock, Smith- 
Aller deal. 

Loew’s is seeking a dismissal, 
claiming plaintiff has not established 
a cause of action, that many of the 
issues were previously decided, and 
that the statute of limitations bars 
others, 


PAR PAYS 306 
FOR STORM 
NOVEL 


‘Storm,’ novel by George R. 
Stewart, was purchased Friday (16) 
by Paramount. Book, published 
some weeks ago, was llth on last 
week’s best-seller list. Par paid ap- 
proximately $30,000 for screen rights. 
Number of other studics were in- 
terested in the novel, which is unique 
in that its principal character is a 
storm. Story is the effect of the 
storm on the lives of various people 
as it moves over the country from 
west to east. 

Metro bought ‘Gentle Annie,’ novel 
by McKinlay Kantor, on a tricky 
deal which included a flat price, plus 
an amount for each copy sold, plus a 
fee for the author’s services on the 
screenplay. Maximum total is un- 
derstood to be around $50,000. Book 
is to be published shortly. 

Columbia bought an unpublished 
novel, “The Commandos,’ by Elliott 
Arnold. Price was around $4,000. 

William Rankin sold ‘General Billy 
Mitchell’ to William Hawks for pro- 
duction at RKO. 

Paramount purchased ‘Henry Ald- 
rich Gets Glamour,’ by Aline Leslie. 

‘Friendly Enemies’ Bought 

Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
‘Friendly Enemies,’ oldie stage 

















play by Aaron Hoffman and Samuel 
| Shipman, has been acquired by 
Edward Small, producing for United 
| Artists. 
Allan Dwan will direct, with one 
of the leads going to Akim Tami- 
roff. 





Disney Loss Cut 


Net loss of Walt Disney Produc- 
tions was considerably pared in the 
fiscal year ending last Sept. 27, ac- 
cording to the company report issued 
last week. Net loss of $789,297 for 
the 12-month period concluded last 
September compares with a net loss 
of $1,259,798 for the 1940 fiscal year. 
Disney Productions actually showed 
a profit of $210,703 before deducting 
$1,000,000 provided for excess cost of 
features over estimated income, 
which corresponds to a loss of $259,- 


798 in 1940, after similar excess costs 
provision. 


Company listed assets at $5,912,740 
and liabilities at $3,371,669, which in- 
cludes bank loans. Gross revenue 








was $781,819 from all sources con- 


| frasted' to $503,094 in 4940: 





Accord on Labor Working Conditions 
Contingent on IA Scales for: Studios 





Ponies Prance Again 





Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Short chorines get a break in 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ the pic- 
tured story of George M. Cohan’s 
life at Warners. 

Usually dancing girls must be 
at least five-feet-five or over, but 
in Cohan’s shows there was & 
preference for ‘ponies’ of five- 
feet-three and under. 


IA Fosters N.J. 


Service Helps 
Union Demands 











Service help in theatres in Pater- 
son, N. J., including ushers, doormen, 
porters, cleaners, etc., have organized 
a union and are seeking recognition 
with the assistance of the Inter- 


national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, which is expected to im- 
portantly nurture the development 
of this field during the coming year. 

A meeting to discuss collective 
bargaining and a contract was held 
during the past week in the office of 
Frank Phelps, labor representative 
of Warner Bros. at the home office 
in N. Y., with James J. Brennan, 
vice president of the IA sitting in. 
Robert M. Weitman, representing the 
Paramount-Adams Bros. partnership 
in Paterson, also was present. In ad- 
dition to Par-Adams and the Warner 
circuit, Si Fabian also operates in 
Paterson, but no one was on hand for 
the Fabian chain. 

Paterson union was asked to come 
back for another meeting, date to be 
set, with a more definite plan on de- 
mands than presented at the initial 
conference held. 


L. A. Court Rules Union 
Can Discipline Members 


‘Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Right of a labor union to disci- 
pline members, even to expulsion, 
was upheld by the Superior court 
here. 
Ruling was made when two work- 
ers sued for reinstatement in IATSE. 











Seattle Operators Ask 


25c Per Hour Increase 


Seattle, Jan. 20. 

Theatres and motion picture oper- 
ators’ union negotiations here are 
nearing the zero hour. Operators are 
asking for 25c per hour wage in- 
creases. Showmen have countered 
with lesser increases. 

Present scale runs at $1.25 per hour 
for smallest houses up to $2.92. Op- 
erators also want two weeks’ vaca- 
tion with pay, and overtime to start 
at 11 p. m. instead of 12 midnight, as 
at present. 





DENVER 


(Continued from page 10) 


40)—‘La. Purchase’ (Par) (3d wk) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ Par). Topping 
its second session with a colossal 
$15,000, and stays a fourth. Last 
week, ‘La. Purchase’ (Par) plenty 
strong $13,500 on second stanza. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Bombay 
Clipper’ (U). Fine $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and 
‘Blue, White, Perfect’ (20th), good 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Obliging 
Young Lady’ (RKO). Smash $15,000, 
and holds. Last week, ‘Babes Broad- 
way’ (M-G) and ‘Spitfire at Sea’ 
(RKO) okay $7,500 for second week. 

Paramount (Fox) 2,200; 25-40)— 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Young 
America’ (20th). Nice $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) and ‘Riders 
Timberline’ (Par), good $6,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—Maltese 
Falcon’ (WB), after a week at each 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Let’s Go 
Collegiate’ (Mono). Okay $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th), 
after a week at each Denver and 
Aladdin, and ‘Fiesta’ (UA), after a 
week at Denver. good’ $2,500.’ 





After several days of lengthy ses- 
sions in New York, including well] 
into the night on both Saturday and 
Sunday (17-18) producers have 
reached agreement in principle with 
Coast studio locals on working con- 
ditions subject to negotiation of 
wage scales satisfactory to both sides, 
While the locals employed by the 


film factories and on location came 
in with different wage demands, 
ranging generally from 20 to 30% 
increases for each, it is believed that, 
if the accord on conditions and juris- 
dictional matters does not interfere, 
a boost in salaries of around 10% 
will be acceptable. 

Producers committee, labor branch 
of which is headed by Pat Casey, 
met over the weekend with a view 
to hurdling the matter of working 
conditions, at same time prying into 
jurisdiction problems, with a view 
to getting down to discussion of wage 
scales this week and in hopes of 
ironing out major difficulties leading 
to complete agreement by the end 
of the week. 

Sessions have taken on greater 
speed because Richard F. Walsh, 
president of the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees, 
and Louis Krouse, general secretary- 
treasurer, will have to leave Sunday 
(25) at the latest to attend the IA 
executive board sessions beginning 
in Miami Monday (26). Meantime, 
however, studio representatives on 
from the Coast, as well as business 
agents and others of the locals, are 
desirous of completing the eastern 
sessions. Also, S. R. Kent, president 
of the 20th-Fox, who with Nicholas 
M. Schenck, Barney Balaban and 
other eastern company heads are sit- 
ting in at the labor meetings, has 
reservations to leave for the Coast 
Friday (23) following several post- 
ponements. 

Jurisdictional Knot 

Although conditional matters and 
scale will be threshed out at the 
eastern parleys, it is expected that 
considerable time will be required 
to define jurisdictional lines under 
knotty demands, made, and that this 
will go over for future Coast hud- 
dies. Jurisdictional hurdies to be 
worked out include those between 
cameramen and members of the 
American Society of Cinematog- 
raphers. 

Other jurisdictional iterns concern 
other studio locals, while also on 
the agenda is modification of last 
summer’s agreement with the lab- 
oratory workers, who made their 
own deal then, to give them com- 
parable concessions that are being 
obtained by the balance of the 
IATSE group of locals. 

In addition to thé cameramen and 
lab workers, the locals concerned 
in the current N. Y. sessions are 
grips, propertymen, wardrobe work- 
ers, makeups, studio laborers, sound- 
men and lamp operators. The studio 
projectionists settled, on a deal sat- 
isfactory to them last fall. 

The Casey labor committee mem- 
bers, who have met daily on 
stretches as long as 15 hours, where- 
as company heads such as Kent, 
Schenck, Balaban, ete., have 
scrammed shortly after sundown 
each day, included, in addition to 
Chairman Casey, Fred Pelton, his 
assistant; Fred S. Meyer (20th), 
Charles Boren (Par), Carroll Saxe 
(WB); Dave Garber (U) and Keith 
Glennon, represening Sam Gold- 
wyn. 


ASC Votes for IA 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

By better than a five-to-one vote, 
the American Society of Cinema- 
tographers last night (Monday) 
balloted against aligning with In- 
ternational Photographers Local 659 
and to continue fight for separate 
charter in IATSE, 

Count of 117 to 21 was certified, 
with IA to act on the charter at its 
Miami meeting next week. 


WB Invades Jungie 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Warners is sending a_ special 
camera expedition to South America 
to shoot color backgrounds of the 
Matto Grosso, known as the world’s 
wildest jungle, in Brazil. 

In addition to the wildwood shoot- 
ing, the unit headed by Del Frazier 
will film footage on popular sports in 
16 South"American' cities. 
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‘Keep Laughing’ 


A special trailer on ‘A Promise for 1942,’ to run indefinitely and 
which may be extended to other Warner theatres, has been made for 
the Strand, N. Y., of which Zeb Epstin is managing director. 


The promise thrown-on the screen is ‘that the management of the 
New York Strand theatre will endeavor to keep its patrons entertained 
and happy with its long established policy of Broadway’s finest com- 
bined screen and stage shows, and furthermore promises it will do 
everything possible to help you forget your everyday cares and troubles 
so that you may relax and enjoy yourself, content in the knowledge 
that our thoroughly trained and competent personnel have as their 
first concern your comfort and well being. 

‘And in the plain words of the First Lady of the Land, for heaven’s 
sake, keep laughing!’ 

Al Rosen, who operates Loew’s State on Broadway, had a special 
New Year's week trailer made up, to run that week only, which was 
along somewhat similar lines and included 10 resolutions for good 
Americans for 1942. He reports it created a lot of good comment. 
Terry Donoghue, handling publicity-advertising for the State, pre- 
pared the trailer copy. 








Inside Stuff —Pictures 


Picture houses throughout Michigan are widely placarding in their 
lobbies and even in advertising the President’s recent pronouncement 
against movie censorship. United Detroit Theatres was the first to put 
up red, white and blue, 40 by 60-inch placards, with the Butterfield chain, 
Allied and Co-ops all joining in on the lobby displays. 

Such statements that the President made in his appointment of a film 
coordinator as: ‘American motion pictures are one of our most effective 
media ... must remain free as far as our national security will permit. .. 
I want no censorship of motion pictures ... no restrictions which would 
impair their usefulness, etc.,’ are synchronized neatly into the current 
institutional drive here to convince the public pictures are their best en- 
tertainment. 

















Virtually every small-theatre operator in New York State would be 
required to take out workmen’s compensaticn and unemployment insurance 
under the terms of two bills introduced in Albany by Senator Phelps 
Phelps. The legislation would extend the compensation and unemployment 
acts to all employees. The law now covers only employers of four or more 
persons. 

Many picture houses in small towns do not employ four persons. In 
some, the proprietor handles the projection and his wife acts as cashier. 
In others, a projectionist is employed, and the proprietor alone, or with 
his wife, takes care of the remaining chores, 





Universal originally negotiated with Metro for loan of Wallace Beery to 
play lead in ‘Butch Minds the Baby,’ Damon Runyon yarn being produced 
by Jules Levey (Mayfair) with Virginia Bruce, Broderick Crawford and 
Brian Donlevy in top roles. Understood that U execs figured they were en- 
titled to Beery in deal which sent Abbott and Costello to the M-G lot for 
one picture. Beery, from accounts, turned down the assignment, one reason 
reportedly advanced that he would remain with only $11,000 net for eight 
weeks work after paying his income tax. 





So tickled was management of Shea’s Fulton theatre in Pittsburgh with 
business of ‘How Green Was My Valley’ that it gave 20th-Fox $1,000 over 
and above regular film rental. Not only that, but through a booking quirk, 
house had used up all of studio’s higher bracket pix previously, which 
brought in ‘How Green’ at a lower percentage and when 20th-Fox execs 
registered a mild protest following film’s record-breaking biz, Fulton volun- 
tarily put it in the 40% classification. In first week at Fulton, picture 
smashed every existing house record, doing $15,800. Also ran up a new 
second week figure of $10,400 and is current for third stanza. 





The making and showing of pictures ‘for the duration’ were advocated 
Saturday (17) by the staid influential Springfield Mass. Republican in an 
editorial on ‘Forced and Voluntary Economies.’ 

Said the paper: ‘It was lately forecast that America’s plunge into vol- 
untary poverty for the duration would keep people from going to the 
movies. That seems unsound, because no celuloid famine has been re- 
ported and the basic cost of making and showing pictures is small. If 
America wants movies, it should be allowed to see them, war or no war.’ 


Jean Benoit-Levy, French film director who produced ‘La Maternelle’ 
and ‘Ballerina,’ will give a course on ‘The Motion Picture; Its Present and 
Its Future’ at the New School for Social Research, N. Y. 
held Tuesday nights for 15 weeks. 


Course will be in two sections, ‘Motion Picture As Education, Publicity, : 


Documentation and Theatre,’ beginning Feb. 3, and ‘Potentialities of the 
Motion Picture in Education,’ beginning March 31. 





Columbia is solving the problem of threatened blackouts by shooting 
interior ‘exteriors’ for two of its high budget pictures on sound stages 
completely closed in from daylight. In ‘Highly Irregular’ the sound stage 
contains a Holland vista of canals, village streets and an airfield in the 


offing. In ‘The Gentlemen Misbekave’ there is a complete six-room house 
with gardens stretching into the distance. New arrangement cuts out | 
two-thirds of the outdoor filming required by the script. 

Because of the war and uncertainties, Paramount has dropped the title 
of ‘Malaya,’ another of those Dorothy Lamour sarongers, in favor of 
“Beyond the Blue Horizon.’ Picture stars Miss Lamour, with Richard 
Denning, Jack Haley and Patricia Morison in support. 


Employees on the Paramount lot are so prosperous that their Credit 
Union has refused to take any more of their savings over $200. Workers 
draw 4% interest on their savings, but there are so few borrowers that the 
union can’t afford any more depositors. 


Pathe newsreel moved into new streamlined headquarters in New York 
last week. New offices are in marked contrast to the weather-beaten barn 
of Pathe Freres, which issued the initial reels of picturized news, the 
Pathe Weekly. 


Carradine Slinks Away 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
John Carradine, heavy at 20th-Fox 








SOEG Film Row Pitch 


Holly wood, Jan. 20. 


Permission to act as bargaining 
representatives for white collar 





Classes will be | ' 
|high up, are going to have to clean | 
up their shows and stick to curfews 





Jr. Miss 


Continued from page 3 








ficial when it was suggested that 
‘Claudia’ be sent to the camps. He 
said that play was ‘rampant with 
sex’ and that he was disturbed when 
he saw the performance because his 
16-year-old daughter was with him. 
‘Claudia’ has been playing for nearly 
a year at the Booth, N. Y., and two 
companies are on tour. No word of 
similar criticism has been heard 
about the comedy, and when John 
Golden, who produced ‘Claudia,’ 
heard about the comment, he waved 
it aside as ridiculous. 


Equityites ‘Disappointed’ 


Equity’s ineffectual efforts to get 
more plays in the camps have been 
one of the season’s disappointments 
among the association’s leaders. As- 
surances had been made time after 
time that plays would be an im- 
portant part of the entertainment 
fare, but delays and interference 
have prevented such presentations. 
Stated that more legits are possible 
before the end of the season and 
that there definitely will be more 
shows next season. Amount sought 
for such showings is $350,000 which 
is expected to be allocated by USO. 

Similar squeamishness that affects 
legit appears to be absent so far as 
girls and vaude units are concerned. 
Number of such outfits are predom- 
inant and because of that a sameness 
in performance is indicated. Equity- 
ites contend that more plays would 
provide a welcome change of pace 
for the men in camps. 

‘Miss’ is the first Broadway hit 
sent the camps. It had been pro- 
posed that the camps get run shows 
of other seasons, as many service men 
have never seen a play. ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ and ‘Tobacco Road’ were men- 
tioned, but there was an objection 
about the latter because of its lan- 
guage. That brought a smile to show 
people on the entertainment com- 
mittee, who opined that the soldiers 
not only know but use all the words. 
They cited as an example one of the 
most popular of camp and marching 
ditties in the first World War, ‘Youge 
in the Army Now.’ 














Discreet Boozing 


Continued from page 1 











men were given a special phone num- 
ber to call. If the cafe men notice a 
service man being deliberately plied 
with liquor by another guest, they 
are to call the Intelligence Depart- 
ment. In cases where there may be 
a doubt as to motives, patriotism, 
etc.. of a customer, the FBI is to be 
notified. 

Cafe men were also told not to be 
bulldozed by professional patriots. 
As an instance, they were told of 
one cafe orchestra being forced to 
play the national anthem several 
times by a disorderly group. Cafe 
men were given a letter stating that 
the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’ is to be 


| played only once during an evening. 





Detroit’s Bowery Padlocked 
Detroit, Jan. 20. 


That major defense centers, on 
what seems to be orders from pretty 





lin the interests of epublic morale,’ 
was shown here with the padlocking 
of the Bowery and two other cafes 
for 15 days. ° 
Shuttering of one of the biggest 


ithe offer by Frank Barbara, the | 
owner, to pay ‘any fine’ if he could 
be spared the closing. 

‘That's just the point,’ barked back 
Theron W. Atwood, attorney for the | 
Michigan Liquor Control Commis- 
sion. ‘We must make an example of 
you because you operate one of the 
largest places of its kind in the coun- 
trv. and you can’t expect the little 

| places to obey the law when they 
see the biggest of its kind doing what 


you've been doing.’ 

Along with the Bowery, the Com- 
mission, which declared it was out 
to ‘clean up the Detroit area,’ put the 
clamp on The Nut House and the 
| House of Rau, also Hamtramck spots. 
| While none of the officials would 
comment it was indicated that orders 
had come from high places that in 
the interests of national defense, 
night-time playing doesn’t get out of 
|hand. It was commented here that 
'the orders may have originated out- 
' side the State. 
| Barbara pleaded he had built up 
| ‘a highly respectable trade,’ but the 
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Fox-Wisconsin Theatres Shakes Up 


Exec Staff in General Streamlining 





Court Okays Split-Tax 


Payments on Minnesota 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 

In receipt of a court order permit- 
ting them to pay their taxes sepa- 
rately on a portion of the ground 
occupied by the $2,000,000 4,000-seat 
Minnesota theatre, now in  bank- 
ruptcy and tenantless, trustees of the 
J. E. Andrus estate announce they’ll 
wreck that part of the showhouse, 
including the stage and boiler room, 
which stands on the lots owned by 
the estate. This will cut the theatre 
in two. 

Owners of the building and of the 
rest of the land on which the white- 
elephant theatre stands have failed 
to pay their taxes and confiscation by 
the state is imminent. 





Snap Into It, Boys 





Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Two easy-going guys, Henry Fonda 
and Don Ameche, will co-star in 
‘Strictly Dynamite’ at 20th-Fox. 
Story was originally titled ‘Lazy 
Galahad’. 

Fonda and Ameche invented the 
telephone together in ‘The Story of 
Alexander Graham Bell’. In their 
new picture Walter Lang is director 
and William Perlberg producer. 





MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 9) 





‘We Go Fast’ (20th), nice $2,000 in 
eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d wk). Moved | 
here from State. Socko $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Babes Broadway’ M-G) (2d |} 
wk), fine $5,200. 


Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Pacific | 
Blackout’ (Par). Strong advertising, | 
big $4,000. Last week, ‘Intl. Lady’ | 


(UA), $3,000, fair. 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 29-39-44)— 
*‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). Good 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Belle Starr’ 
(20th) and Erskine Hawkins orches- 
tra and Four Ink Spots, on stage, big 
$16,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB). Big $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th), 
great $11,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39)—‘Sus- | 
picion’ (RKO). Good $2,500, first | 
nabe date. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin | 
Man’ (M-G), good $3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- | 
55)—New Wine’ (UA). Light $1,500. 
Last week, ‘La. Purchase’ (Par), big | 
$2,500. } 





| experienced 


Milwaukee, Jan. 20. 

Drastic changes in streamlining 
the organization for war-time opera- 
tion have been made in the Fox 
Wisconsin theatres, Inc., and Film 
Row is still buzzing over the shake- 
up. Economy in some directions, 
strengthening of weak spots and 
general tightening of the reins are 
said to be the main objectives of the 
new setup. 

W. V. (Bill) Geehan, who was 
brought in from out in the state and 
given a supervisory post some time 
ago, has been placed in a newly 
created position as personal assistant 
to Harold J. Fitzgera!d, head of the 
chain, and will be contact man be- 
tween the chief and the seventy odd 
houses comprising the group in city 
and state. 

George H. Brown, veteran con- 
struction, maintenance and purchas- 
ing expert of the old Orpheum Cire 
cuit and later RKO theatres. who 
was set into the Fox Wisconsin or- 
ganization by the Chase National 
Bank about six years ago as chief 
buying agent, has been relieved of 
his post entirely, and replaced by 
Charles Brewster, until now Brown's 
assistant, who was inherited-by Fox 
from the old Saxe organization, now 
out of the picture. Brown is said to 
be dickering for a theatre of hig 
own to operate as an independent. 

Belief that the two Fox ace down- 
town houses—Palace and Wisconsin 
—can be built up to higher pro- 
ductiveness by placing them under 
individual managers, 
rather than having them operated by 
subordinates under supervision as 
in the past, has resulted in abolition 
of the post of downtown manager 
and put Roy Pierce, who held that 
job, in full charge of the Palace, 
with the Wisconsin being placed in 
the hands of Joe Rosenfield, who 
was brought in from the firm’s south 
side house, the Modjeska. 

Johnny Bergant, former chief of 
the booking department, has been 
relieved of his post, and Vernon 
Touchette, a former supervisor, has 
been advanced to the film buying 
department, with Joe Strother, erst- 
while booker, being made assistant 
to Touchette. 

Minor shifts in other spots are 
part of the general reshuffling, all 
designed to strengthen and facilitate 


operation of the Fox houses for the 
duration. 
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niteries in the country came despite | 


BIULL 











for six years, is leaving the studio 
to take up stage and radio jobs in 
addition to freelance picture work. 


On the Westwood lot since 1928, | 


Carradine has appeared in 60 pic- 
tures, 


a stage offer on Broadway. 





Understood he is considering | 
| Paramount. 


workers in six major film exchanges /Commission answered that by hav- 
was asked by the Screen Office Em-| ing two of its sieuths read from a 
ployees Guild in a petition to the | stenographic takedown some of the 
National Labor Relations Board. _—_| cracks Charlie Carlisle, m.c. at the 

Exchanges involved are Columbia, | Bowery, had made the previous Sat- 





Metro, RKO, Warners, Republic and | urday night, to bolster its charge of 
permitting ‘indecent’ entertainment. | 








OPENS FRI., JAN. 23 


“All Through the Night” 


A New Warner Bros. Hit 
IN PERSON— 
BOB CHESTER 4 His 
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ith Week 
Bob Hope —In Person— 
Vera Zorina 
Victor Moore | GENE 
n | KRUPA 
‘Louisiana | and His Orch. 
Purchase’ 


| DINAH 
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Paramount Picture SHORE 


in Technicolor 
* * * 














OPENING SAT., JAN. 24 


“JOAN OF PARIS” 
Last 3 Days 
TED @anae te a 
N 'wa 
anriats RIVOLI 49th St. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 




















TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
‘It Comes Up Love’ is release tag 
on Damon Runyon’s RKO produc- 
tion, ‘Little Pinks.’ 
‘Girl Touble’ became ‘Man Trap’ at 
Producers Releasing Corp. 
‘The Empty Room’ is final tag on 





‘The House at Peace’ at 20th-Fox. 





LOEW’S Starts Thurs. Jan, 22 
STATE -— Bing Crosby 
Last Times Wed. Mary Martin 
Claudette COLBERT “BIRTH OF 
ay MILLAND THE BL EB ” 
‘SKYLARK” vgs 
On Stage 
Vincent LOPEZ In Person 
and Orch, Dick Powell 











BWAY & 
47th St. 


LAT Ns 


‘ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN’ 


Fredric March - Martha 


Scott 
‘You’re In The Army Now’ 


Jimmy Durante - Jane Wyman 








Ist TIME at POPULAR PRICES wes. 
WALT Di 


ANTASIA 


with STOKOWSKI 
© ComTmenees PERFORMANCES —WEZ7. SEATS RESERVED IM ADYANCE 5 
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MUSIC HALL 


Held Over 


"BALL OF 
FIRE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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Wednesday, January 21, 1942 


Lou Conn Owner of ‘Quiz Kids’, Is 


22 RADIO 


Substitute Sponsor, Instead of Show: 
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Proposal for Summer Hiatus Span 


LUCILLE WEBSTER 





Columbia’s sales department has 
heard from a couple of national ac- 
counts that are interested in taking 
Over existing programs, intact, or 
Vacationing commercials this com- 
ing summer. It would be for the seven 
or eight weeks that year-in-and- 
year-out clients earn as a_ hiatus. 
The two would-be pinchitting ad- 
vertisers figure that regular chan- 
nels should welcome such a proposi- 
tion since the continuance of the pro- 
grams through the seven or eight 
weeks would serve to hold the audi- 
ence for the vacationing commer- 
cial. 

The quest is not for the top priced 
shows, but those that are moderately 
pegged and still have _ sizable 
ratings. The two accounts might 
even consider programs where the 
expensive personality can be re- 
tained but the most of the balance 
of the show substantially reduced. 

Network advertisers have hereto- 
fore been loath to farm out their 
programs during the hiatus. 


FORD CONCERT 
A WAR VICTIM 


—_—___-— 





Lucille Webster, an aide in the 
radio department of the Ted Bates 
agency, resigned abruptly last week 
as a resul*+ of a disagreement about 
policy. She left immediately. 

Miss Webster was brought along 
from Benton & Bowles when Bates 
left more than a year ago to form 
his own agency. 


Laddie Seaman, Radio 
Juve, a Suicide in N.Y; 
On ‘Pepper Young’ Show 








Laddie Seaman, one of the more 


suicide early Monday morning (19) | 
by inhaling carbon monoxide gas in | 
the garage of his‘ home in Great | 
Neck, N. Y.. He was 23. A regular 
member of the ‘Pepper Young’s 
Family’ serial and a frequent actor 
on various other programs, he had 
instructed his professional phone- 
message service to tell callers he had 
gone out-of town on a visit and 
would be back Tuesday (yesterday). 

Although Seaman was not known 
to have any reason for ending his 
life, he was said to be an emotional, 
introspective youth who had threat- 
ened from time to time to kill him- 
self and about a year ago actually 
attempted suicide. He is survived 
by his mother, Mrs. Carol Seaman, 





Detroit, Jan. 20. 
The Ford Sunday Evening Hour 
will be withdrawn from tke air with | 
the concert of March 1, it has been 
announced here by the Ford Motor 
Co. No reasons were given. Only 
network program originating § in 
Detroit, the Ford concerts are end- | 
ing seventh season. 
The series, which cost $1,400,000 
annually in tune and talent, grew | with whom he lived. 
out of the Ford-sponsored concerts | Seaman, whose real name was 
of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra | Stauffer Ulrich Stephenson, was 
at the Chicago Century of Progress/ born in Reading, Pa., in 1918. He 
Exposition. The first broadcast was first acted at the age of eight on 
Oct. 7, 1934 and was followed by an | NBC’s ‘Children’s Hour,’ “True Story’ 
average of 35 programs a season | and ‘Jolly Bill and Laddie,’ later ap- 
presenting most of the world’s famous | pearing on ‘The Silver Flute,’ ‘Lives 


artists and conductors. of Great Composers,’ ‘Real Folks’ 


and ‘The Lady Next Door.’ In re- 
WTAG Staffers Get Pay {iy on ‘tuintop House” and "When a 
Adjustments Based On 
Fluctuating Living Costs 


Girl Marries, as well as ‘Pepper 
| Young,’ and he did occasional spots 

Worcester, Jan. 20. 
‘Cost of living’ pay increases have 











; in a legit company of ‘Courage.’ 








Sam Fuller in Miami 


LEAVES TED BATES 











COL. JIM HEALEY 


Sun Oil 
Penn Tobacco 
Hudson Coal Co., 
Fort Orange Chemical 
Co., 1 year. — Twenty-three years 


An enviable record: 
Co, 6% years; 
Co., 2 years; 
1 year; 


major newspaper experience. 
Continuously sponsored on one 
or more stations, 1933-1941. He’s 
available for network and the 
‘rates are right.’ 
COL. JIM HEALEY 
154 W. 46th St., New York 


of 





active juveniles of radio, committed } 
j 


on many other programs. As a child 
been granted WTAG employees by 








BIOW NOT TO 
RECOMMEND 
NEWSCASTS 


Biow agency will not recommend 
a schedule of local news programs 
to Philip Morris because a survey 
of the field disclosed that there were 
not enough effective newscasts 
available to make such an under- 
taking worthwhile. 

eThe survey had been made in 
behalf of Morris’ tobacco brands, 
Bond Street and Revelation. 


WHEELER-MARSHALL IN 











Olid Gold is moving its Bert 
Wheeler-Herbert Marshall program 
in a couple weeks from Monday to 
Friday night on the Blue Network. 
The new spot will be 8 to 8:30, or 
just before the Ballantine show, 
which is handled by the same agency. 
J. Walter Thompson. Both programs 
originate from Hollywood. 


Including the Merry Macs, stanza 





To Set Kate Smith Show 


BLUE SHIFT TO FRIDAY 





CONSIDER BENNY BAKER 
FOR CiGARET SHOW 


Benny Baker is being considered 
by the Biow agency for a spot in 
Philip Morris’ Tuesday night show 
on NBC. 

Baker is currently in the Broad- 
way musical, ‘Let’s Face It.’ 


Carlo De Angelo Joins 
Sherman & Marquette 
For New York Shows 


Carlo De Angelo joins Sherman & 
Marquette, of Chicago, effective Feb. 
2, as supervisor and director of the 
agency’s programs originating in 
New York. It hasn’t been decided 
whether he will open a branch of- 
fice in New York. 


Currently associated with the 
Henry Souvaine program production 
office and a free-lance director, he 
will sever the former connection, but 
hopes to continue his outside direct- 
ing assignments temporarily. Plans 
are not yet complete, but will prob- 
ably be settled this week. 


Two Sherman & Marquette pro- 
grams which De Angelo will take 
over as of Feb. 2 are ‘Myrt and 
Marge’ and ‘The Story of Bess 
Johnson.’ Former is now directed 
by Lindsey MacHarrie and the latter 
by Basil Loughrane. Both shows 
are sponsored by Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet, and both are serials. ‘Myrt and 
Marge’ is on CBS and ‘Bess John- 
son’ on NBC-Red (WEAF). Both 
have repeats. 

De Angelo is currently directing 
‘The O’Neills,’ serial on CBS pro- 
duced by Ed Wolf Associates for 
Procter & Gamble (Compton 
agency), besides two recorded se- 
rials, ‘Mandrake the Magician,’ pro- 
duced by ‘Transamerican, and 
‘Wheatena Playhouse,’ produced by 
the Wolf office for Compton. Al- 
though ‘Wheatena’ has only a month 
more to run and ‘Mandrake’ is slated 
to fold soon, there would likely 
have to be some rearrangement of 
schedules or some other adjustment 
for him to handle all the various 
shows, even temporarily. 

As it is now, there are five daily 
broadcasts (including the repeats) 











| Tavern’ 


Newcomer to Army s Radio Section. 





Washington, Jan. 20. 

Radio publicity division of the 
United States Army has retained 
Lou Cowan, Chicago ballyhooer and 
owner of the Alka-Seltzer-sponsored 
‘Quiz Kids,’ as active staff member 
and consultant. Cowan together 
with John S. Cullon and Capt. Ed- 
win P. Curtin, who have been taken’ 
on since Pearl Harbor, fill out the 
department which has no further 
vacancies, 

Under Ed Kirby, the Army’s ra- 
dio publicity section adheres to a 
rule of getting only trained broad- 
casting personnel. Cullon, who will 
specialize in advertising agency 
liaison, is from WLAC, Nashville, 
and the C. P. Clark agency, Atlanta, 
Curtin is from NBC and B.B.D. & O. 

Also in the section is Lieut. Rankin 
Roberts, Jr., from the Texas State 
network, while Brooks Watson, pro- 
gram director of WMBD, Peoria, has 
been recalled to duty under Kirby. 
Other execs continue as before, in- 
cluding R. C. Coleson as Adminis- 
trative Executive and Major Harold 
Kent as Educational Director. Jack 
Harris, of WSM, Nashville, is Diree- 
tor of News and Special Events, and 
Jack Joy is Program Director. 


FRED ALLEN 
TO SUNDAY 


Fred Allen (Texaco) moved into 
the CBS Sunday night spot (9-10 
o'clock) March 8. Ford Motor’s can- 
cellation of the concert series, which 
has filled this period for 1937 takes 
effect the week before. Allen’s pre- 
sent Wednesday hour will go to Proc- 
tor & Gamble for the Ranson Sher- 
man show, now on Friday nights, 
and another program yet to be 
named. 

CBS last week also received a can- 
cellation from Schick on ‘Duffy’s 
Thursday, (8:30-8:55 p.m.). 
This one takes effect March 12. 


WBBM, Chicago, Prepares 
Army Program Using 
Military ‘Special Events’ 














Chicago, Jan. 20. 


With the local branch of the 








|} actor he toured with Janet Beacher 
George F. Booth, owner of station. 


involved in the ‘Myrt and Marge,’ 
‘Bess Johnson’ and ‘O’Neills’ serials. 


| will do two broadcasts that particular 


;} week, one Monday and the other, Federation of Radio Ac- 


American 
WBBM, 


Miami, Jan. 20. 








Patterned after so-called ‘Canadian Bot | tors ishi le 
Plan,’ new WTAG policy provides| Sam Fuller, Young & Rubicam | Friday. = bod pgs — tr 7 ney 
for addition to pay commensurate | Production exec, was here with 20th- = - tg Reha age to acto Ei Reem ton. 

ay c sure show, ‘Pass in Review.’ It will be 


Mrs, F.D.R.’s Ft. Worth Date BLEVINS DAVIS LEAVES 


Fort Worth, Jan. 20. 


with cost of living each month. | Fox publicist Irving Kahn to set | 
Figures of the Division of Neces- | the first Kate ‘Smith show to orig- 
It will be from | 


written by Ward Caille, produced by 


O. J. Neuwerth, and deal with spe- 
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garies of Life, Massachusetts De-| ate here Feb. 6. bi ae Other NBC Departures Are Ruby | -. eer eal maaan 
partment of Labor, are used with | @ither the Grove or Mayfair theatre | The nation’s first lady will be here Cowan, Ethel Gilbert cial events features of : my routine 
the index for October, 1941. taken|224 Al Jolson will be the first | On Jan. 25 to see her newest grand- _ in the Chicago area. This will in- 
as a base to determine hikes. guester. | child. Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt Blevins Davis, of NBC talent sales | clude pickups from recruiting ea 
Employees making up to $25 p ‘True or False’ originates March | will visit at Dutch Branch, home of | and formerly assigned to the net- | ONS, graduation SEER, ServeeS 
weekly receive one per cent of their | 2 from the Roney-Plaza hotel; Ripley | Capt. and Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt. work’s educational dramatic pro- center meetings, etc. 
salary for each one per cent boost |show is mulling ditto idea, out of| Will make her regular Pan-Ameri- | grams, has resigned. | _ No date has as yet been set for me 
in cost of living over last October. Florida; and Elsa Maxwell’s Ry-| can broadcast from the studios of Other resignations include Ruby | introduction over the ——e sation of 
Higher salary groups receive a Krisp has been getting a Florida | KGKO from 5:45 to 6 p.m. on that | Cowan, of program and talent sales, Snetnee smver ei ton aie 
i lls O wil 


gradually lower percentage of bonus | '°@Sting for the past two weeks. 


to wages, as compared to those in 
lower brackets. 
$1 weekly is paid to all. 


RECORDS SHOW LABOR 








Washington, Jan. 20. 


Gratis time enjoyed by 


labor union figures in 1941 on three | 


major networks shows up the 


squawks about radio’s ‘anti-labor 
bias.” Without considering the num- 
erous local programs and the in- 
dividual airings for brass hats, the 
CIO and AFL last year had 74 free 
opportunities to use the microphones. 

Noting that all labor talks are car- 
ried, under code provisions, as sus- 
taining service, Joseph L. Miller, 
labor director of the N.A.B. com- 
mented that the controversial public 
issue policy requires rebuttal time 
in the event of any provocative 
statement. But no data was avail- 
able concerning the extent to which 
the warring labor groups may have 
invoked this privilege. 





Betty Jameson, the golfer, added to 
Staff of station WOAI, San Antonio. 


Minimum bonus of 


national | 


| director 





date. 





and Ethel Gilbert, of sales. 
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‘On-Film Recording Used 
| For ‘Blessed Freedom’ 


| The of a series 


| utilizing the Radiofilm system’s new 
| technique for recording air programs 
lon film, has been turned out at the 
|Miller Radiofilm studios in Holly- 
wood. Each week the history of a 
country fighting for its freedom will 
be dramatized under the program, 
‘This Blessed Freedom,’ with the 


first show new 


| first show dealing with the struggle 
'of Masaryk, Czech patriot. 


Edward Sloman, veteran producer- 
in films, is directing the 
new network series. 





KGLO, Mason City, Iowa, which 
started as a 100-watter less than five 
years ago, now has okay of the 
FCC for power boost increasing it 


Accounts Sp 


+. ED 


Assurance has been given adver- 
| tising agencies by both NBC-Red and 
Blue Network sales executives that 
their clients will be permitted to re- 
tain any combination of Red and 
| Blue outlets that prevail in their 
| present hookups. Agency men raised 
| the issue as the result of the move 
| currently afoot to make distinctly 
separate operations of the two net- 
works. 

The agency men have been in- 
formed that where a Blue Network 
account has been in the habit of 
using several or many Red Network 
supplementaries nothing wiil be done 
to affect this mixture of affiliated 
stations. The same will also apply to 
Red Network clients that have for 
some time made use of Blue stations. 
These inter-selections will be con- 
sidered as valid obligations under 
present agreements and the originat- 
ing network will take care of the re- 





| from present 1,000- to 5,000 watts. | imbursements to the other network 
; Last month KGLO had a dedication 
| program for new $25,000 studios. 


| from the payment of the joint time 
| bill it received from the agency. 


anning Red and Blue 


| Stati . th oe 
AIRED PLENTY ON WEBS Stations Can Continue Arrangement 





+ 
| George Jessell’s Shinola 


‘Jazz Singer’ Revival 
George Jessel guests Saturday 
morning (24) on ‘Lincoln Highway,’ 
via NBC-Red (WEAF) for Shinola, 
playing his original role in an 
adaptation of ‘The Jazz Singer.’ 
Brian Donlevy is being sought for 
an appearance on the show the fol- 
lowing week (31), with Peggy 
Wood and Ruth Chatterton tenta- 
tively set for a co-starring date the 
week after that (7). 


Jack Hurdle directs the series for 
Benton & Bowles. 


Radio School on WQXR 


John F. Gilbert School of Radio 
Technique, N. Y., has signed for a 
13-week series 5:45-6 p.m. Sundays 
on WQXR, New York, 

Gilbert will conduct the programs 
plugging the school’s dramatic and 








musical courses. 


‘Midwest Mobilizes.’ 
specialize in civilian morale. 


OLIVE DEERING AS ‘MARGE’ 











| broadcast. 
, who 





Succeeds Helen Mack Who Retires 
for Motherhood 


Olive Deering goes into the part 


|of Marge on the ‘Myrt and Marge’ 


with the Feb. 2 
She replaces Helen Mack, 
is withdrawing in expectation 
of the birth of a child. Miss Mack 
is the wife of Tom McAvity, former 


serial effective 


|head of the Lord & Thomas radio 


department. She is the former film 
actress. Part of Marge was created 
by Donna Damerel, daughter of 
Myrtle Vail (‘Myrt’), and she con- 
tinued to play it until her death 
last February. 

Stuart Hawkins, writer of the 
‘Myrt and Marge’ serial for several 
years, has returned to the scripting 
assignment after about a year’s ab- 
sence, Cliff Thomas having authored 
it in the meantime. Lindsey Mac- 
Harrie, currently directing the show, 
will be replaced as of Feb. 2 by 
Carlo DeAngelo, who becomes sup- 
ervisor-director of New York-orig- 
inating programs for Sherman-Mar- 
quette on that date. 

‘Myrt and Marge’ is on CBS at 
10:15 a.m. (with a 4:15 repeat) daily 
for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet (Super 
Suds), 
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TRADE-BUREAUCRACY ‘FEUD’ 


a4 


ESPECIALLY 


SILLY NOW 





It remains pretty ridiculous 


for big metropolitan dailies 


(never mind the Main Street Bugle!) to torture their radio 
columnists and their radio readers by refusing to allow their 
text to mention the names of radio sponsors even when de- 
scribing, often in minute detail, sponsored radio programs. 
This is a remnant from the monkey-in-tree era of the great and 


silly feud between dailies and broadcasters, 


If it was unreal 


and unkecoming in peace times, the petty, stubborn rule is 
doubly unreal in war time. There is enough censorship today 
without publishers inventing their own censorships of essential 


facts. 


And the name of the sponsor is certainly an essential 


fact in any news story about a radio program. 


Consider the absurdity of Alton Cook in Monday night’s 
New York World-Telegram reporting the folding of various 
programs because of the war. What is the essential news fact: 
that the Detroit Symphony is going off the air or that Henry 
Ford is? Obviously Henry Ford is the ‘name’ that makes the 
news, yet Cook must report the story with the main fact left 


out. This is worse than silly. 
see that publishers are capable 
doesn‘t enhance the standing of 


It’s a vivid example for all to 
of being pretty picayune, It 
newspapers as such. 


In the same paragraph Cook is allowed to mention that Helen 
Hayes’ program is a victim of the war. This would be a better 
story surely with Lipton’s mentioned, as would his further 
reference to ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ if Schick Blades were named. 


Even so, it was probably daring for Cook to mention ‘auto- 


mobiles,’ ‘tea’ and ‘razor blades’ in parentheses. 


Even that 


little identification is usually not permitted. 


Why don’t the publishers stop pouting over matters they 


can’t change? 





‘War No Excuse for 


Lapsing Public 


Awareness of Valuable Trade Names 





7 


Columbus, O., Jan. 20. 

Arthur Horrocks, public relations 
director of the Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Co., speaking before the sales 
group of the Ohio Broadcasters’ As- 
sociation last week, suggested a line 
of argument for radio salesmen dur- 
ing the present emergency. ‘Radio 
salesmen,’ said Horrocks, ‘have got 
to encourage their accounts to stay 
on the air, because when this is all 
over, the man, or firm, that has kept 
his name and his product or serv- 
ices before the public is the one that 
is going to be on top. If he doesn’t | 
advertise, people are going to for- | 
get about him, what he has to sell 
or what he does.’ 

R. M. Dowling, sales and adver- 
tising manager of the sanforized di- 
vision of the Cluett-Peabody Co., 
Spoke on the ‘use and misuse of ra- 
dio advertising by department 
Stores.” Dowling advised the radio 
men that they sell department stores 
institutional programs in preference 
to advertising programs and _ that 
the former make sure that the de- 
partment store executives judge an 
institutional program as an institu- 
tional program and not a merchan- 
dising program. 
store 





on daily, Dowling added. 

Also that short term 
Such cases are fair neither 
advertiser nor to the station. 
John Outler, sales manager of | 
WSB, Atlanta, took as his topic the | 
need for close analysis of each sta- 
tion’s market condition and recog- 
nition of changed buying psychology | 
during 1942. 


Dorothy Lowell Expecting 


Dorothy Lowell, title actress on 
Our Gal Sunday,’ will temporarily 
give up the show in the next few 
days to become a mother. Authoress 
Helen Walpole will not write her 
out of the script, but Vivian Smollen, | 
&@ member of the cast of ‘Stella 
Dallas,’ is standing by to substitute. 
Miss Lowell is the wife of William 
Spire, radio head of 
Erickson agency. 

Sunday’ is sponsored daily on| 
CBS by Anacin, through Blackett- | 
Sample-Hummert. | 


contracts in 
to the 











|urday night 


|shortwave’s 


Axel Gruenberg to Direct 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ And 
Jennings Will Commute 





Axel Gruenberg will direct ‘Abie’s 
Rose’ when the Anne Nichols 
comedy goes on as the running ve- 
‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ 


Irish 


hicle on 


| on NBC-Red (WEAF), starting Sat- 


(24). Robert Jennings, 
radio head for Kastor, will divide his 
time between the agency’s Chicago 
headquarters and the New York 
branch, but details of the show will 
be handled in New York. 

Alan Reed will play the part of 
Solomon Levy, with Walter Kinsella 
as Patrick Murphy, Anna Appel and 
Menasha Skulnik as Mr. and Mrs, 
Isaac Cohen and the boy and girl not 
yet cast. Joe Stopak will conduct 
the orchestra. Announcer is not set. 











CHESTER-PERSONS 
IN OUTBURST 


Behind Episode at Washing- 
ton Meeting Is Reported 
Antipathy of ‘Take ’Em 
Over’ Boys for ‘We Know 
Best’ Men of Broadcasting 
Trade 





—_—_—_- 


CHARGE ‘JOSTLING’ 





By HERB GOLDEN 


Tempers flared, the taunt ‘liar’ was 
flung, and the first dramatic clash of 
a government agency and private 
enterprise took place last Wednes- 
day (14) at a meeting in Washington 
of a Defense Communications Board 
committee. Behind the episode are 
mutual suspicions that the other side 
is ‘pushing.’ Private industry has 
been burning up at the dictation and 
dictatorial manner, as they see it, of 
newcomers who presume to lecture 
more experienced men. The Gov- 
ernment men, to the contrary, seem 
to feel that they have the greenlight 
and can tell, not ask. 

Involving operating policies of the 
nation's international shortwave sta- 
tions and the Office of the Coordina- 
tor of Information (Donovan) the 
outburst occurred between Edmund 
Chester, of CBS, and Gordon Per- 
sons, of the Coordinator’s office, each 
shouting ‘Liar’ at the other. 

Strain between the broadcasters 
and employees of the Coordinator 
has been growing for some time. 
Coordinator’s office has been charged 
with the task of generating and 
overseeing propaganda being fed all 
foreign areas except Latin America. 
Latter is handled by the Office of 
Inter-American Affairs (Rockefeller 
committee ). 


Charge Inexperience 


Major outlets for the product of 
the two organizations, of course, are 
the country’s privately-operated 
shortwave transmitters. Owners of 
these stations fee] that some mem- 
bers of Donovan’s staff, in a combi- 
nation of too much zeal and too little 
experience, are doing harm to both 
the stations and the interest of the 
U.S. A. 

Broadcasters 


resent newcomers 


trying to tell them how to operate | 
in a highly-specialized field in which 
they have been gaining experience | 
under | 
by the President | 


over years. Furthermore, 
authority handed 
to Donovan, it appears to _ the 
licensees that F. D. R. never had any 
intention of the Coordinator acting 
as more than a service organization 
to stations which would continue to 
be privately-owned. Some of Dono- 
van’s younger and more enthusiastic 
bloods appear to have far-reaching 
ideas and have been dubbed by the 


broadcasters the ‘take-’em-over-boys.’ | 


Last week’s clash was at a meeting 
(Continued on page 30) 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 
Conflict of authority and viewpoint between 
‘Business’ will undoubtedly 
|be a familiar occurrence throughout the pres- 
Neither side will have a monopoly 
And given a little basic 
goodwill and two-way sympathy such situa- 
in the democratic 
It’s also sound to apply nice, demo- 
cratic, antiseptic newsprint once in a while, 
‘although there are bureaucrats in shortwave 


‘Government’ and 


ent war. 
of fault or of virtue. 
worked out 


tions can be 


way. 


‘as there are brasshats in industry, who won't 
tolerate the idea that newsprint not solely de- 
‘voted to their own single, selfish, unedited 
Even in peace- 


statement is a virtuous value. 
time. 


Without commenting upon the merits of any 
the McCann-|one incident, perhaps now would be a good 
time to draw up a list of some of the things 


experience and common sense 


effective 


development 


quire. 


need : 


coordinators. 
3. Any one 


America. 


ploitation in th 


Presumably DX 


+> 


Stations Unwilling 


to Have Outside 


Discs Jockeys on Miller Programs 





MBS Stalks Show 


Mutual is making a bid for 
Chesterfield’s Glenn Miller series. 
It has offered the cig account the 
8:15-8:30 p.m. period, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, through 
the Newell-Emmett agency. 

Mutual moved into the situ- 
ation after Chesterfield had ex- 
pressed to Columbia, the present 
site of the Miller programs, a 
wish that an earlier spot be 
found for the series. The Miller 
broadcasts have occupied the 
10-10:15 p.m. niche since they 
started on CBS, Dec. 27, 1939. 


HOPE MAY TAKE 
ORSON WELLES 
SPONSOR 


The Pedlar & Ryan agency is 
negotiating with Bob Hope to re- 
pla@e Orson Welles for Lady Esther 
cosmetics since Welles is going to 
South America to make a picture 
and tour. The package price on 
Hope is understood to be $17,500, 
which price would have applied to 
Hope’s present sponsor, Pepsodent, 
if it elected to renew him. It is re- 
ported that because of priorities 
Pepsodent is disinclined to pick up 
the option. 

P. & R. is also talking to Al Jol- 
son and Bert Lahr as a replacement 
for Welles and also for another show 
that the agency proposes to fecom- 
mend to another account, Welles 
has suggested to the agency that if 
it wants him to continue he can be 
shortwaved from S.A. or be pre- 
sented by way of discs which he 
would cut while on tour. If these 
proposals are turned down he will 
ask for an outright release from his 
Lady Esther obligation. 

Alfred Busiel, president of the 
Lady Esther Co., is now in Cuba and 
the agency is unable to get in touch 
with him for the moment. 
| leaves Hollywood for Rio de Janeiro 
Feb. 3, planing all the way. 

Meanwhile an RKO crew, 
Perry, RKO publicist, and Ned 
Scott, of the studio’s still photog- 
raphy staff, will be on the way. 
They leave tomorrow (Thursday). 
The cameramen will shoot the Rio 
festival for inclusion in the Welles 
picture, which is to be based on a 
saga recently publicized through 
'*Four Men on a Raft.’ 


























tare poem o ts wees’ What Shortwave Doesn’t Require 


e national interest does not re- 
positively does not 


1. Any more committees, or sub-committees. | 
2. Any more coordinators, or coordinators of 


mastermind to pass the actual 


operating responsibility to others, giving them 
the job and himself the fun. 

4. Any more non-radio, non-lingual, non- 
experienced representatives either at home or | 
. . } 
in first-class transportation bound for South | emective with tonight’s (Wednesday) 


5. Any more playboys, regulators or ideal- 
ists with high-sounding missions and impa- 


tient demands for progress in a field where 


progress must 


would suggest 
and ex 


be made slowly. 


6. Any more preemptory shifting of wave- 
lengths that may wipe out existing painfully- 
created popularities faraway in order to re- | 
direct elsewhere. 


Welles | 


Tom | 


Cleveland, Jan. 20. 

Gienn Miller's Chesterfield pro- 
gram ran into a bit of announcer 
trouble during the band’s engage- 
ment last week in Cleveland. 
Newell-Emmett agency handling the 
program over the CBS _ hookup, 
sought the services of Francis Bat- 
tay, NBC Blue announcer from sta- 
tion WHK since Battay has the only 
recorded program, in Cleveland; the 
understanding being Battay would 
plug Glenn Miller recordings for 
the rest of the year. 

The plan fell through, however, 
when WGAR officials stoutly re- 
fused the use of an ‘outside’ mike- 
man since their announcers could 
handle the program without amy 
difficulty. Consequently, Larry 
Bruff was back on the job. 

WGAR was the trial station for 
the Newell-Emmett plan with WJR, 
Detroit, being scheduled to fall in 
line the second week. WJR, how- 
ever, owned by the same interests 
as the Cleveland station likewise 
turned thumbs down on the plan as 
the man selected was not one of 
their boys, but an opposition mike- 
man in that vicinity with a recorded 
program. 

The agency has now dropped the 
idea; station morale was too tough 
to buck, 

Not so long ago over an Adam 
Hat fight broadcast from the Cleve- 
land Arena, WHK, under protest, 
used Tom Manning, NBC Red sports 
announcer of WTAM, along with 
Bill Stern. 


BOB BURNS 
POINTED AS 
A ROGERS 


Format of the Bob Burns show is 
being reshuffled by the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency with the view to build- 
ing Burns into a Will Rogers char- 
acter. Monolog will be for the most 
part limited to comment on topical 
subjects. 

Guest star and singer will be used 
each week with Edna May Oliver and 
|Ginny Simms leading off next week 
(27). 


Hyde Park Beer Goes 
To Young & Rubicam; 
Spends Around $500,000 


Hyde Park Beer, which gets its 
major distribution in the St. Louis 
| area, has switched from Ruthrauff & 




















{Ryan to the Young & Rubicam 
|agency. Budget is around $500,000. 
Account will continue its play by 
play broadcasts of the Browns and 
Cardinals games over KXOK. St. 
Louis, but beyond that there are no 


other radio plans on the books. 


Jerry Devine Now Directs 
| ‘Meek’ for R&R Agency 


| With the shift of ‘Meet Mr. Meek’ 
| from the Esty agency to Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, Jerry Devine has succeeded 


| Don Bernard as producer of the 
|show. Budd Hulick has replaced 
|Frank Reddick in the title part and 


|Caro] Smith has succeeded Mariorie 

| Davies as the ingenue lead. Red- 

dick has gone to the Coast. 
Program moves back a half-hour, 


broadcast, from the 7:30-8 p.m. spot 
to 8-8:30 on CBS, occupying the time 
| vacated by the shift of ‘Big Town’ 
| to 9:30-10 p.m. Thursday on the 
| same network. Leonard Holton, 
‘John Greene and Ed Ettinger are 
, collaborating on the script, with Les 
| Weinrott collecting a royalty as orig- 
| inator. 

Bob Sannon is engineer and Jerry 
McCarthy sound man. 
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Are Any Broadcasters Foolish? 





Washington, Jan. 20. 


Office of Censorship on Friday (16) promulgated the verbotens for 
both the press and radio under which both media have already been 


operating more or less. 
extensive. 


Restraints on broadcasting were far more 
This, too, was expected. 


Praise for the attitude of radio was voiced by Censorship Director 


Byron Price and his assistant, J. 


H. Ryan, borrowed from WSPD, 


Toledo, but there was a clear hint that any misguided recalcitrants 
will be placed on the defensive but quick before the Federal Com- 


munications Commission. 


The whole set of ‘practices’ is put on a voluntary cooperation basis. 
Though officialdom anticipates 99% obedience, the government will 
be in a position and mood to chastise the individuals who don’t play 


ball. Price reminded the industry 


that instead of blaming individual 


offenders, the public is likely to damn broadcasters as a whole for any 


slips. 


‘Free speech will not suffer during this emergency period beyond 
the absolute precautions which are necessary to the protection of a 
culture which makes our radio the freest in the world,’ Price reas- 


sured. 
fighting front and the people. 
should speak wisely and calmly. 


‘Radio is one of the greatest liaison officers between the 
Its voice will speak the news first. It 
In short, radio is endowed with a 


rich opportunity to keep America entertained and interested, and 
that opportunity should be pursued with vigor.’ 








Quiz 











Programs Can Easily Mee 


Government Wartime Precautions 


And Retain Values, Admen Think 








New York ad agencies with quiz 
programs received the audience par- 
ticipation provisions of the Govern- 
ment’s censorship code with little 
dismay after they had gone into a 


thorough analysis of the situation 
with network executives. Quiz 
shows, as far as network outlets are 
concerned, are conducted before 
audiences of more than 50 persons 
and the agencies feel that if any 
modifications are necessary in the 
selection of contestants they will be 
able to take them in stride and also 
edopt all precautions necessary 
without causing any diminuation 
of entertainment value to the pro- 
gram. It is believed that the only 
thing that would bring about the 
actual elimination of quiz programs 
would be the promulgation by the 
Government of a rule barring at- 
tendance at broadcasts. 


NBC had the following comment 
to make on the censorship code: 

‘We do not anticipate that the con- 
sorship code will cancel any of the 
quiz programs now on NBC. In- 
structions have been issued to pro- 
ducers, announcers, and masters of 
ceremonies on these shows to veer 
away from all subjects which the 
Government regards as_ tabooed. 
For some time these shows have 
been monitored with extra care in 
Radio City and at other division 
points. This practice will continue 
so that if, during any of these so- 
called ad lib shows, objectionable 
statements are indicated by audi- 
ence participants, which are in vio- 
lation of the censorship code a cut 
will be immediately made. 

‘We do not anticipate any diffi- 
culty, but nevertheless we shall not 
relax our vigilance. We should re- 


vv 


WLAC, Nashville, Loses 
Several Programs Under 
New Censorship Code 


Nashville, Jan. 20. 

Restrictions placed on remote and 
quiz programs by the Bureau of Cen- 
sorship caused WLAC most worry 
locally. Station carried ‘Curbstorfe 
College,’ ‘Air Traveller’ and ‘Man on 
Street.’ 

‘Curkstone College’ will continue 
on air with show originating in sta- 
tion’s studios with talent selected 
from reputable groups with no pro- 
axis sentiments. 

‘Air Traveller’ show is off due to 
special request of Censorship Bureau. 

WSIX, with man on street, and 
‘Watkins Forum’ as its open-mike 
shows, was less effected by the order. 
No regularly scheduled man on street 
or open forum shows are aired by 
WSM. a 








Bert Schwartz Gottliebing 


Bert Schwartz joined the Mutual 
publicity department this week as 
assistant to ster Gottlieb. 

He was formerly with the Con- 
stance Hope publicity office. 


‘WHAT’S YOUR OPINION?” 
OBLITERATED BY WAR 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 

New Office of Censorship code 
has ruled off WJJD ‘What's Your 
Opinion,’ which was broadcast daily 
from the Telenews theatre. 

Also out was the use of tele- 
graphic requests for special songs 
and recordings on WIND ‘Night 
Watch’ program. 


WAR OPENS UP 
NEW TYPES 
OF BLURBS 


—_—_——— 








Entry of the U. S. into the war 
has brought several new sponsors to 
WWRL, New York indie station. All 
are small deals, but all are directly 
due to the war. All the accounts in 
question have taken participating 
spots on the outlet’s recorded ‘Clas- 
sified on Parade’ series daily to plug 
air raid precaution products. They 
include: 

McCormack Transit-Mix Concrete 
Co. (plugging the sale of sand and 
concrete for air raid shelters). 
Picone Bros. (same products), 

‘ Beiber Bros. (contractors offering 
to convert cellars for air raid shel- 


Norman Thomas on Censorship 





WQXR, New York, on Jan. 11: 


information from falling 


a democracy requires. 


centration camps. 
‘Let us be warned in time.’ = 


The following isan excerpt from a speech by Norman Thomas over 


‘More difficult (than protecting freedom of the press) is the problem 
of preserving freedom over the radio—an instrument that did not 
exist in the first World War, but is now even more powerful than the 
press. Certainly there must be enougn censorship to prevent military 
into the hands of the enemy. The real 
question is how to keep the radio open as a source of unbiased news 
and a forum for free and democratic discussion of issues. If the Ameri- 
can Government should take the radio over, as most other governments 
have done, it could not and would not, under the circumstances of 
emergency action, set up as fair public control as the British Broad- 
casting Corp. provides, and what the BBC offers is inferior to what we 
Americans have enjoyed from our competitive radio systems. Excellent 
as the work of broadcasting stations has been, there is a growing 
tendency, by no means universal, to rule out speeches or comment 
suspected of being criticism of the Administration from a leftist angle. 

‘My sponsor, the Call (Socialist Party newspaper) and I have found 
this out in dealing with some stations with which we had contracts. 
This unofficial but effective censorship by private companies appears to 
arise in part out of fear of what the Government might do, and in part 
out of a mistaken conception of certain managers of what patriotism in 


‘I have merely this to suggest: let the Administration continually 
make it clear that it will,not take over radio corporations in order to 
set up a government monopoly, and that it will not play a dictatorial 
role in censoring opinion, Let the responsible officials of broadcasting 
stations remember, as many of.them do, that one of their great services 
is to provide the people with authentic information, and another to 
keep clear the channels of discussion. 

‘If this is done, the hope that America in war and peace can escape 
a totalitarian fate will be greatly increased. Unquestionably to a 
Hitler, a Mussolini, or a Stalin, absolute contro] of the radio has been 
a more important instrument of power than secret police or con- 
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Jiffy Blackout Screen Co. 





Drop ‘Mail Bag’ Programs; 
WGEO, Schenectady, Got 
Peabody Award in 1941 


Schenectady, Jan. 20. 

‘Mail Bag’ programs, long a fea- 
ture of General Electric’s shortwave 
WGEO and WGEA, Schenectady, and 
KGEI, San Francisco, have been 
dropped, to avert the possibility of 
broadcasting a letter for an Axis 
agent writing home. The Schenec- 
tady short-wavers originated the 
‘Mail Bag’ idea at the time of Ad- 
miral Byrd’s Antarctic expedition. 
In 1941, WGEO received a George 
Foster Peabody citation for its ‘post 
office’ work on the second Byrd trip 








to Little America, 





Censorship Strikes 


Hard at Types 


Of Program Dear to Local Stations 





Springfield, Mass., Jan. 20. 
New radio censorskip regulations 





iterate that ever since the war the 
National Broadcasting Company has 
had a self-imposed censorship in 
effect so that the promulgation of the 


mm code finds us already meeting its 


erms. 
Effect on Small Stations 


‘We are very glad to see this 
code announced and believe that it 
will have a salutary effect, es- 
pecially among some of the smaller 
stations which have overlooked the 
importance of strietly observing 
common sense censorship rules.’ 

Mutual’s statement on the same 
subject was as follows: 


‘The Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 
tem is confident that our affiliates 
and member stations will recognize 
the practicability and the soundness 
of the newly issued Government 
radio censorship instructions and 
will comply with them in all their 
programs which are transmitted to 
the network. Since the outbreak of 
the war the network and its stations 
have imposed many voluntary regu- 
lations applying to program opera- 
tions, particularly those concerning 
news, musical requests and audi- 
ence participation broadcasts. The 
latter type are produced before 
large studio audiences and carefully 
supervised. 

‘None of the quiz or audience par- 
ticipation programs transmitted to 
Mutual by the stations originate 
from remote locations such as air- 
ports, railroad terminals or similar 


found several Connecticut Valley 
radio stations right on the ball, 
while among the others there was 
little uniformity in the interpreta- 
tion of the rules. Most stations 
immediately cancelled ‘man on the 
street pickups, though ban does not 
go into effect until Feb. 1, an@ 
restricted recorded request number 
programs and foreign language 
broadcasts. WBZ-WBZA clamped 
down hardest. 

All foreign language artists, even 
on special broadcasts, will be re- 
quired to show birth certificates, ac- 
cording to Program Director R. J. 
Stafford. Two quiz shows will go 
on. 

WMAS, according to manager 
Albert W. Marlin, has already put 
most rules into effect. All foreign 
language programs will be more 
carefully directed and edited, though 
still in the original tongue. 

Program Director Wayne Henry 
Latham has instructed spielers at 
WSPR to _ stagger requests for 
specific titles, holding them for later 
programs. Translations of foreign 
language programs are kept on file. 
Sidewalk shows are out. 

Hardest hit is WHYN at Holyoke 
with no network affiliation and 
many recorded programs. Walcott 
Wyllie, program director, ordered 





public gathering points. These regu- 
lations, we believe, will help radio 
exercise its part in the great na- 
tional war effort.’ 





end to Saturday and Sunday request 
programs, especially popular with 
men from nearby Westover field. 
Station has had direct wire into 
studio. ‘Holyoke Speaks’ program is 
among fatalities, Polish programs 
will henceforth be given in English 
and well edited. 





Sidewalk Broadcasting 
In San Antonio to Raise 
Paralysis Drive Funds 





San Antonio, Jan. 20, 
Despite aversion of Office of Cen- 
sorship to sidewalks, KABC, in co- 
operation with. the Interstate thea- 


tres, will present a quarter-hour daily 
Broadcast in front of the Majestic 
theatre here each day for two weeks 
starting today (Tuesday) as its con- 
tribution in ‘The March of Dimes,’ 
During the quarter-hour, entertain- 
ers of the station will perform and 
ask passers-by to give a dime to the 
‘Mile of Dimes’ to be started in front 
of the theatre. .Throughout the day 
various civic groups and organiza- 
tions will provide other entertain- 
ment. 

E. E. Collins, city manager of the 
Interstate theatres, is in charge of 
this year’s arrangements for the ob- 
servance of the 60th birthday cele- 
bration of President Roosevelt, in 
Bexar county, which includes this 
city. 





Forums, Properly Directed, Legitimate 
Morale Aid’ Declares G. V. Denny 





George V. Denny on behalf of the 
NBC Town Hall of the Air, leading 
network forum, issued a statement 
over the weekend finding no fault 
with the censorship code as it bears 
down on debate sessions. Denny has 
long anticipated the changes war 
would usher in and has been ex- 
perimenting for some time with 
Ways and means to control discus- 
sions, awkward questions, etc. 


Denny in his formal statement re- 
hearses a little recent discussion his- 
tory in these words: 

‘Prior to Dec. 7 we were ex- 
ercising our constitutional right of 
freedom of speech, yet there was 
widespread confusion and disunity. 





‘Accredited’ Questions 





Slips of paper are now dis- 
tributed to the Town Hall audi- 
ence for questions. Three repre- 
sentatives working in aisles read 
all questions, size up all would- 
be askers thereof and seat them 
down front. Both question and 
questioner is thus ‘accredited.’ 

Rehearsal system has been 
working out satisfactorily, giving 
the chair command of situation 
at all times. 








Advocates of opposing views would 
address their respective followers in 
various communities throughout the 
country, each appealing to the in- 
stinctive prejudices or convictions 
of the audiences. On one night 
there would be a mass meeting held 
by the advocates of isolation which 
would be attended largely by isola- 
tionists in that community. The 
next week advocates of intervention 
would hold a meeting attended al- 
most wholly by the interventionists. 
What was the result? Throughout 
America, communities were divided 
against themselves, intolerance was 
increased, prejudices intensified, 
and disunity achieved. From one 
point of view this was freedom of 
speech in action. From Hitler’s 
point of view, it was his ‘divide and 
conquer’ technique working per- 
fectly. 

‘How, then, can we resolve this 
dilemma in wartime? To shut down 
on all criticism would be to deny 
the fundamental rights we are fight- 
ing to defend. Yet to permit op- 
ponents of government policy, in the 
guise of exercising their right to 
freedom of speech, to organize a 
pressure group and thwart effective 
government action, might easily 
constitute a menace to our war ef- 
fort. Can we, especially at this hour 
of national peril, devise means of 
protecting ourselves against the 
dangers of destructive speech and 
preserve the advantages of construc- 








tive free speech? We can, through 
the widespread use of the principles 
of the early New England town 
meeting. 

‘Contrary to a popular misconcep- 
tion, town meetings or forums usu- 
ally dissolve rather than intensify 
conflicts by throwing the light of 
reason upon the problem involved. 
They should avoid the conventional 
debate technique in which one per- 
son seeks to defeat the other by re- 
sort to sophistry or tricks of ora- 
tory. While frequently exciting and 
dramatic, the forum is not pri- 
marily a show for the entertainment 
of the audience. It should encour- 
age integrity of purpose on the part 
of all participants, for in discus- 


sions of this kind justice, rather 
than force, is the criterion. An audi- 
ence invariably responds to fair 


play and is quick to observe a blow 
below the belt. Moreover, a man 
will not dare to make a statement 
in open forum meetings where other 
authorities are present to challenge 
him that he would make before an 
audience which already agrees with 
him, and which is not particularly 
well informed on the other side.’ 





Seattle Starts One, Too 


Seattle, Jan. 20. 

KIRO begins weekly broadcasts of 
‘Public Radio Forums’ in cooperation 
with the Seattle Civic Educational 
Ass’n and the University of Wash- 
ington on Jan. 24. Each half hour 
program will have a panel of experts 
on the topic discussed, with some 
important subjects planned to run for 
two or three weeks with new per- 
sonnel added for each broadcast. 

First one will consider ‘Propaganda 
and the War.’ 





Press-Radio Forum on WJR 


A radio forum, combining news- 
paper and radio experts was 
launched Sunday by Station WJR. 
Program ‘In Our Opinion,’ presented 
Royce Howes, Adrian Fuller and 
George Cushing. Frank Lee, of the 
Chinese Merchants Association, was 
the first guest. 

With the exception of the Detroit 
News operated WWJ, which used its 
newspaper experts, the press and sta- 
tions here had kept a wide gulf be- 
tween until this month which has 
seen closer alliance between WJR 
and the Detroit Free Press and 
WXYZ and the Detroit Times. 


VIRGINIA ROUNDS 
SPREADS TO COAST 


Benson & Hedges is extending its 
spot campaign in behalf of Virginia 
Rounds cigarets to the westcoast. 








It has bought daily news periods on “ 


KSFO, San Francisco; KFBK, Sac- 
ramento, and KMPC, Los Angeles. 
Maxon is the agency. 
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The Office of Censorship in Washington on Jan. 
15 issued a wartime guide for radio broadcasters. 
It emphasized two sources of danger that might aid 
the enemy: 

1. Through regular domestic ion ete 
hich could be utilised to aid the work ¢ 
‘urs and fifth columautsts. 

2. Through longwave or, shortwave programs heard 
outside the borders of the United States through which 
vilal information, including weather reports, might 


‘ 


reach enditary or naval commanders. 


progranis 
sple s, sabo- 


© 
‘ 
/ 
if 


Most of the suggested precautions (having, of 
the force of compulsion since disreg varding 
them would be fatal to any station) are already in 


course, 


voluntary effect among broadcasters. ‘The Office 
of Censorship apparently most fears three types of 


radio programs: 
(a) News programs. 
(b) Ad lib programs. 
(c) Foreign language programs. 

\s has been the case in England, Canada and 
Australia, quiz programs and audience participation 
programs generally will increasingly be required to 
be pre-organized. (In Australia all quizzes are 
transcribed for censor sanction two wecks before 
actual broadcast.) 

Text of the Office of Censorship announcement 
reads as follows: 





[NEWS PROGRAMS | 





It must be remembered that all newspapers, 
magazines and periodicals are censored at our na- 
tional borders. No such post-publication censor- 
ship is possible in radio. Scores of stations oper- 
ating on all classifications of frequencies are heard 
clearly in areas outside the United States. These 
stations especially should exercise skill and caution 
in preparing news broadcasts. 


Some 99% of the commercial stations operating 
in the United States are serviced by one or more 
news agencies. News teletyped to stations and 


these agencies will be edited at the 
with a view to observing certain requests 
set down by the press section of the Office of Cen- 
sorship. These precautions notwithstanding, the 
Office of Censorship stresses the need for radio to 
process all news in the light of its own specialized 
knowledge. Broadcasters should ask themselves 
the question, ‘Would this material be of value to 
me it | were the enemy Certain material which 
may appear on the news service wires as approved 
for newspapers may not be appropriate for radio. 

It is requested that news falling into any of the 
following classifications be kept off the air, except 
in cases when the release has been authorized by 
appropriate authority. 

(1) Weather Reports. This categ 
temperature readings, barometric pressures, 
directions, forecasts and all other data 
weather conditions. 


networks by 


source, 


includes 
wind 

relating to 
Frequently weather reports 


-OrY 


for use on radio will be authorized bv the United 
States Weather Bureau. This material is permis- 
sible. Confirmation should be obtained that the 
report actually came from the Weather Bureau. 


Special care 
reiel 


inadvertent 


sports 


should be taken again 

weather conditions during 
broadcasts, special events and similar projects. 

Information concerning road conditions, where 
such information is essential to safeguarding hu- 
man life, may be broadcast when requested by a 
lederal, State or Municipal source. 

(2) Troop Movements. The general character 
and movements of units of the United States Army, 


ences to 


Navy and Marine Corps, or their personnel, within 
or without the continental limits of the United 
States; their location, identity or exact composition, 
equipment or strength; their destination, routes 


and schedules: their 
actual embarkation. 


assembly for embarkation or 
Any such information regard- 
ing the * troops of friendly nations on American soil. 
(The request as regards location and general char- 
acter does not apply to training cat United 


nps in the 
oe nor to units assigned to domestic police 
duty. 


(3) Ships. The location, movements and iden- 
tity of naval and merchant vessels of the United 
States and of other nations opposing the Axis pow- 
ers and of personnel of such craft; the port and 
time of arrival of any such vessels; the assembly, 
departure or arrival of transports or convoys, the 
existence of mine fields or other harbor defe nses; 
secret orders or other secret instructions — 
light, buoys and other guides to navigators; the 
number, size, character and location of ships in con- 
struction, or advance information as to the date of 
launchings or commissionings; the physical setup 
of existing shipyards, and inform regarding 
construction of new ones. 

(4) Planes. The 


Strength of army and 


ation 


and 


and 


movements 
The time 


disposition, 
navy wnits 


location of corps graduations or the 
strength of any training school 

(5) Experiments. Any experiments with war 
equipment or materials, particularly those relating 
to new imventions. Any news of the whereabouts 
ot camouflaged objects. 

(6) Fortifications. Any iniormation regarding 
existing or projected fortifications of this country, 
any information regarding coastal defense emplace- 
ments or bomb shelters; location, nature or num- 
bers of anti-aircraft guns. 

(7) Production. Specitic information about war 
contracts, such as the exact type of production, pro- 
duction schedules, dates of delivery, or progress of 
production ; estimated supplies of strategic and crit- 
ical materials available; or nation-wide ‘round ups’ 
of locally-published procurement data except when 
such composite information is officially approved 
for publication. Specific information about the lo- 
cation of, or other information about, sites and fac- 
tories already in existence, which would aid sabo- 
teurs in gaining access to them; information other 


equipment 


than that readily gained through observation by 
the general public, disclosing the location of sites 


and factories vet to he established, or the nature of 
their production. ‘Any information about new or 
secret military designs, or new factory designs fot 
war production. 

(8) Casualty Lists. Total or round figures 
sued by the government may be handled. If there 
{s special new sworthiness in the use of an individual 
name, such as that attending the release concerning 
Captain Colin Kelly, it is permissible material. Sta- 
tions should use own judgment in using names of 
important personages from their own areas killed 
in action. The government notifies nearest kin 
BEFORE casualty’s name is released to the press. 

(9) Figures on selective service enrollments. 

(10) Unconfirmed Reports. Reports based on 
information from unidentified sources as to ship 
sinkings or land troop reverses or successes should 
not be used. In the event enemy claims have been 
neither confirmed nor denied by established au- 
thority, the story ordinarily should be handled 
without inclusion of specific information; there 
should be no mention of ship’s name—only its 
classification; there should be no mention of army 
unit designation—just its general description (tank, 
artillery, infantry, etc.). Commentators, through 
sensible analyses of reports from enemy origins, 
stressing the obvious fallacies, can do much to cor- 
rect any false impressions which might be created. 

(11) Communications. Information concerning 
the establishment of new international points of 
communication should be withheld until officially 
released by appropriate federal authority. 

Summation: It should be emphasized that there 


is- 


is no objection to any _of these topics if _officially 


released. 
These restré 1ints are suggested: 


. ” 7? : < 
Ss Full and pron j l ok d nce (0 all lawTtlt } JUCSTIS 

- . J } } J 
emanating from constituted authorities it a6 j 
caster ques tions the wisdoin of any reqgues e shoulda 


7 


take it up with the Office of Cen 


2elee 
sors/ip 


2. Exercise of commion sense in editing news, meet- 
ing new problems with sensible solutions Stations 
should feel free at all times to call on the OF »t Cen 
sorship for clarification of individual probles 
——_—— eR Sales 

AD LIB PROGRAMS | 


Certain program structures do not permit the 


exercise of complete discretion in pre-determining 
the form they will take on the air. These are the 
ad lib or informal types of program General] 
they fall into four classifications : 
(a) Request program 
(D) VUulz prograt 
(c) Forums and interviews (ad 
(d) Commentaries and descriptions (ad 
As _experie € dictates the need of cl inges, Tne’ 
will be made, Be il] stations notified Stations 
should make certain that their program departments 
are fully acquainted with these provisions 
(a) Request Programs. Certain safeguards 


should be adopted by the broadcaster in planning 
request programs. It is requested that no tele- 
phoned or telegraphed requests for musical 
tions be accepted for the duration of the emergency. 
It is also requested that all mail bearing requests 
be held for an unspecified length of time before it 
is honored on the air. It is suggested th: at the 
broadcaster stagger replies to requests. Care should 
be exercised in guar¢ ding 
request at a spe “ied time. 

Special note is made here of “lost and found” 
announcements and broadcast material of a similar 
nature. Broadcasters are asked to refuse 
of such material when it is submitted vi: 
or telegraph by a private individual. 
involves a lost per lost 


selec- 


against honoring a given 


acceptance 
1 telephone 
If the case 
lost property or 


Son, doge 


similar matter, the broadcaster is advised to de- 
mand written notice. It is suggested that care be 


used by station continuity departments in rewriting 
all such personal advertising. On the other hand, 
emergency announcements asked by police or other 
authorized may be accepted. Announce- 
ments bearing official authorization seeking blood 
donors, lost persons, stolen and similar ma- 
terial may be accepted by telephone, but confirma- 
tion of the source is suggested. 

It is requested that announcements of mass meet- 
ings not be from 


sources 


Cars, 


honored unless they come an au- 
thorized representative of an accredited govern- 
mental or civilian agency. Such a should 


be accepted only when submitted in writing. 

(b) Quiz Programs. It is ibid that all au- 
dience-participation type quiz programs originating 
from remote points, either by wire, transcription 
or short wave, be discontinued, except as qualitied 
hereimafter. 

Any program which permits the public accessi- 
bility to an open microphone is dangerous 
should be carefully supervised. of the 
ture of quiz programs, in which the public is not 
only permitted access to the microphone but en- 
couraged to speak into it, the danger of usurpation 
by the enemy is enhanced. The greatest danger 
here ligs in the informal interview conducted in a 
small group—10 to 25 people. In larger groups, 
where participants are selected from a theatre au- 
dience, for example, the danger is not so great. 

Generally speaking any quiz program originating 
remotely, wherein the group is small, and wherein 
no arrangement exists for investigating the back- 
ground of participants, should be discontinued. In- 
cluded in this classification are all such productions 
as man-in-the-street interviews, airport interviews, 
train terminal interviews, and so forth. 


and 


Because na- 


In all studio-audience type quiz shows, where 
the audience from which interviewees are to be-se- 
lected numbers less than 50 people, program con- 
ductors are asked to exercise special care. They 


should devise a method oy reby no individual seek- 
ing participation can be GU AR ANTEED PAR- 
TICIPATION. 

(c) Forums and Interviews. This reiers specific- 
ally to forums in which the general public ts per- 
mitted extemporaneous comment; to panel discus- 
sions in which more than two persons participate ; 
and to interviews conducted by authorized em- 
ployees of the broadcasting company. Although the 
likelihood exploitation here is slight, there are 
certain forums during which comments are sought 
‘irom the floor’ or audience, that demand cautious 
production, 

(d) Commentaries and Descriptions. (Ad lib). 
Special events reporters are advised to aid spe- 
reference to locations and structures in on- 
the-spot broadcasts following air raids or other 
offensive action. Both such reporters and 
should be wa re of using any descrip- 
which might be the 
plotting an attac! 

(he broadcaster. in sun asked to re 
need 
in cases where he or his authorized represen- 


1 of the 


CloaC 


enemy 
commentators 
tive mat ‘rial mployed by 


eneiny 1n aréa tor 


mary, is MNemii- 


ber that there 1s for extraordinary care espe- 
cially 
tative is not in full contr 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAMS | 


ranscripts, either writ- 
mn language pro- 

take all 
to prevent deviation from 


and perform- 


program 


Tt is requested that full t 
ten o1 » kept of 
erams; it 1s suggested that hcondencteta 


recorded. be all foreig 
necess ar\ 
7". by foreign 


‘fF OrTr¢ ‘ign 


prec autions 


language 


aAnnoUuncel 


languare 


10 mM the 
for review. Free speech will 
yond the 
necessary to the 
which makes our radio the 


Office ot Censorship 
} 
riod bh 


nol suri 


r during this emergency pi 
absolute 


precaut which are 
a culture 
world. 

asters are asked merely to exercise 
traint in the handling of news that might be dam- 
aging, for the army behind the army represents a 
ereat force in the war effort. Radio is advised to 
steer clear of dramatic programs which attempt to 
portray the horrors of com! to avoid sound ef- 
fects which might be mistaken for air raid alar 

Radio is one of the greatest liaison officers between 
the fighting front and the people. Its voice will 


On 
protection of 
freest in the 


Broad re- 


at; 


ms. 


speak the news first. It should speak wisely and 
calmly. In short, radio is endowed with a rich op- 
portunity to keep America entertained and inter- 


ested. and should be 


vigor 


that opportunity pursued with 
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Industry Foresees Benefits to Offset Confusion and | 
Booking Rearrangements—War Measure Will 


Bring Many New Side 


The imtroduction of daylight sav- 
ing time in February will have, ac- 
cording to observations in the trade, 
its compensating side as well as 
creating trouble for the broadcast- 
ing business. Even though the push- 
ing back of the clock will be nation- 
wide in scope, it is expected that 
some network accounts will prefer 
to change the time of their repeat 
broadcasts with the result that af- 
filiated stations will have the prob- 
lem of rearranging the schedules of 
their local and national spot ac- 
counts. 

With added daylight there comes a 
change in listening habits. Adver- 
tisers will be inclined to reach some 
areas at a later hour than they have 
been accustomed to during the fall 
and winter season. 

Where the compensating factor is 
expected to enter is in advertiser 
habit. A goodly percentage of ac- 
ccunts have been in the habit of go- 
ing off the air with the advent of 
daylight saving, while many others 
of network alliance have been in the 
habit of codating their return with 
the restoration of standard time. 
Should this change in habit ma- 
terialize September as a whole will 
become a commercial month to the 


extent that it has never been be- 
fore. 


CLOSER YANKEE 
TIES FORESEEN 
IN AUSTRALIA 


Ganberra, Dec. 27. 

With the U. S. entry into the war 
and the consequent closer relations 
between Australia and America, 
plans and discussion are underway 
regarding increased shortwave pro- 
gramming between the Australian 
commonwealth and the Western 
Hemisphere. Labor government, 
headed by Premier John Curtin, is 
rushing erection of a powerful DX 
unit to be beamed at the U. S. 

There is also widespread talk 
about the possibility of U. S. radio 
being beamed by shortwave for re- 
broadcast on Australian _ stations. 
American programs are preferred 
listening for those with expensive 
DX sets, and English broadcasts are 
heard here via replays. But U. 8. 
radio is unavailable to the general 
public. Talk is also heard about 
the possibility of exchange programs 
between America and Australia. 











6,000 SEATS FOR MURROW 


San Antonio Will Set Aside 2,000 For 
Kids at 25c 





San Antonio, Jan. 20. 

Edward R. Murrow, CBS’ London 
newscaster, will make an address here 
under the auspices of station KTSA, 
CBS outlet here, on Feb. 10 at the 
Municipal Auditorium. Station has 
lined up cooperation of various civic 
organizations. 

The San Antonio School Board has 
given their endorsement to th: 
scheduled talk and the station has 
reserved a section of 2,000 seats to 
be sold to school children at 25c. 
Auditorium here seats 6,000. 





Murrow in Cleveland 
Cleveland, Jan. 20: 

For the second time since their 
return to the States, William L. 
Shirer, author of ‘Berlin Diary’ and 
Edward R. Murrow, his former 
London chief, will appear together 
at Cleveland Music Hall for a lec- 
ture Feb. 4, under the sponsorship 
of Station WGAR. 

John F. Patt is acting as chair- 
man of Civilian Defense Commit- 
tee to which proceeds will be 
turned over. 


lights 





vv 


Seek Farmers Scrap Iron 





Des Moines, Jan. 20. 

Station WHO, Des Moines, 
Iowa, is cooperating with the 
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture De- 
fense Board in a campaign to get 
scrap iron on farms into produc- 
tion channels. Under direction of 
Farm Editor Herb Plambeck, 
WHO is sponsoring a _ contest 
among rural young people in the 
state with prizes of defense 
bonds and stamps for those get- 
ting the largest amounts of scrap 
metal to market. 

It is estimated there is an 
average of 1,000 pounds of idle 
metal on each Iowa farm—or 
enough in Iowa alone to con- 
struct either 11 battleships, 30 
heavy cruisers or 12,500 light 
tanks. 


Three-Year Suspended 
Sentence for Youth Who 
Operated Illegal DXer 


Detroit, Jan. 20. 

The government isn’t fooling on 
unlicensed radio operation. Melvin 
MeKenzie, 22 years old, of Bay City, 
was sentenced to three years proba- 
tion by Federal Judge Arthur J. 
Tuttle for operating an unlicensed 
short-wave station in the sticks of 
Michigan, 

Judge said it would have been 
prison if it wasn’t for McKénzie’s 
youth and the fact some guys in the 
sticks haven’t caught up-to the fact 
that the country is at war. 











GUY HUTCHINSON’S TITLE 


Back From Latin Travels He As- 
sumes CBS DX Post 





Guy C. Hutchinson, who has re- 
cently completed a five months tour 
of South America on behalf of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, has 
now been designated engineering 
head man of the CBS international 
shortwave section. 

His chief aide will be Eugene 
Fubini, who carried on in his ab- 
sence, 


DAYLIGHT SAVING STARTS IN FEBRUARY; 
LISTENING HABIT FACTORS 


OLVED 


New Castle on CBS 


== 


New Castle, Pa., Jan. 20. 
| WKST, New Castle, last week (12) 
|became a full affiliate of the Co- 
‘lumbia Broadcasting System. 
Station is now carrying five hours 
|of network programs daily, Monday 
'through Friday; 13 hours on Satur- 
day, and nine hours on Sunday. 








ADD FLORIDA 
STATION 


Application has been made by 
Walter Lemmon, operator, of short- 
wavers WRUL and WRUW, Boston, 
for FCC permission to add WDJM to 
his group. He proposes using 20,000 
watts power. 

WDJM was operated in Florida as 
the DX adjunct of WIOD, owned by 
the Isle of Dreams Broadcasting Co. 
It was rated at 5,000 watts, and when 
the FCC, at the start of the war, or- 
dered all shortwavers up to 50 kw. 
it gave up, as it was impossible to 
boost the equipment that high. Lem- 
mon aims to operate it in Massachu- 
setts and make changes to bring it 
up to 20,000 watts. 


Lemmon’s stations were slated to 








open studios in Radio City, N. Y., by 
| Jan. 1, but up to last week no work 
had been done in renovating the pro- 
posed space. Meantime, WRUL- 
WRUW have moved their New York 
originating point from the studios 
of WMCA to WOV. 





New Faces in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Jan. 20. 


Three new announcers and a new 

promotion man have been added to 
Cleveland stations. 
WTAM has 
|ericks, formerly of WEMP, Milwau- 
| kee, and Phil Stahley, dramatic di- 
'rector of WOSU, Columbus. 

WGAR has Ralph Edgar of WCAE, 
| Pittsburgh, on announcing staff and 
|Charles Newcomb, 





WRUL WANTS TO 





formerly with | 


| the Westinghouse promotion depart- | 


|ment at Mansfield, Ohio, will serve 
j in the same capacity at the station. 








Montreal, Jan. 20. 
Gladstone Murray, general man- 
ager of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., speaking in Ottawa Wednes- 


day (14), stated that his corporation 
was taking the initiative in a move 





to be accépted and applied by all 
North American radio chains and 
that this codification was going for- 
ward in consultation with advertisers 
and advertising agents. 

Murray’s address dealt with oper- 
ations of the CBC and the problems it 
faces. His reference to the proposed 
new code of good taste was made 
when he touched upon commercial 
programs which account for an aver- 
age of 16% of broadcasting time on 
CBC stations. He specified in par- 
ticular an afternoon group of serials 
which he termed the ‘war of soap 
operas,’ but softened the impact of 
this description by adding that he 
was not saying any special type of 
commercial programs was simply 
trash. 

(Lever Bros., Colgate Palmolive 
and Procter & Gamble are the pur- 
veyors of ‘soap operas’ in this city 
and all their programs, English and 
French, go over the CBC network. 
CKAC, French independent radio, 
merely re-broadcasts. Marconi sta- 
tion CFCF has none. This makes 
soap operas solid for CBC.) 

In case the reference to soap operas 





to establish a new code of good taste | 


- Gladstone Murray Makes a Speech : 


Deplores ‘Soap Operas’ of Which His CBC Is a Car- 
rier—He Suggests Improved Ethical Tone 





and trash by the manager of the 
body that runs them might irk the 
susceptibilities of the sponsors, Mur- 
ray continued: ‘I am suggesting that 
an improved ethical tone flowing 
from a greater sense of public and 
social responsibility should charac- 
terize many commercial programs.’ 
$1,000,000 Profit 

Later in the address the speaker 
| Said that the CBC from Nov. 2, 1936, 
|} to March 31, 1941, had a surplus of 








proportion of this profit came from 
| sOap operas. 

Reviewing the growth of CBC 
since its formation, Murray said the 
corporation had increased coverage 
in Canada from 48.8% of the popula- 
tion in 1936 to 90.5% in 1940. Program 
output in the past four years had in- 
creased from 17%4 to 353%4 hours a 
day including both national and 
regional broadcasts. 

As to regulation of radio he said 
a great deal had been done in Can- 
ada; less in the United States, but 
that far-reaching reform on a wider 
scale was overdue. Regulation and 
prohibition were not enough. ‘We 
are doing all we can in the matter 
realizing, that if we fail, other and 
more drastic intervention will be in- 
evitable.’ 

He concluded: ‘In the pooling of 
artistic and cultural resources, Can- 
adian radio is destined to play an 
important, perhaps a decisive, part.’ 





$1,000,000, but did not explain what | 


| ‘Draftee 5592,’ airing over the shortwavers, WRCA and WBOS. 
added Frank Fred- | 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


There was an increase last week of propaganda among trade politicians 
against Neville Miller, paid president of the National Association of Broad. 
casters. According to one story, that may have been planted, he is to be 
invited to accept an offer elsewhere, this as part of an entente cordiale 
newly beginning to simmer, Anti-Miller stuff was fairly rampant during 
the autumn but subsided after Pearl Harbor. Meantime there is pur- 
ported significance in the possibility that one anti-Miller group may have 
its man, Walter Damm of WTMJ, Milwaukee, set up as liasion between 
the industry and the FCC, a situation that would contain embarrassments, 
Friends of Miller resent what they call efforts to penalize him personally 
for industry-wide faux pas. 








Extent to which spots for chainbreak announcements are still in demand 
is reflected by the pressure which CBS stations have been undergoing since 
it was disclosed that Chrysler was reducing the Major Bowes program to a 
half-hour. Bids for the Thursday 9:30 p.m. break have poured in from vari- 
ous directions, even though Ruthrauff & Ryan had immediately indicated 
to many of the stations that Lever Bros. was entitled to the spot for its 
Lifebuoy chainbreak announcements because it was the soap account that 
was taking over the succeeding half-hour for its ‘Big Town’ program 
(Rinso). 

Ruthrauff & Ryan is also the agency on the Bowes end of the Chrysler 
account. = 

Bette Davis, Rosalind Russell, Olivia de Havilland, William Powell, Ray- 
mond Massey and Thomas Mitchell are willing to join Arch Oboler in new 
morale series which Dupont may sponsor. Theme will be anti-axis. Miss 
Davis came east Monday (19) for ‘An American Is Born,’ Oboler’s special 
on Dupont’s ‘Cavalcade of America.’ 

This is the script which Elisabeth Bergner showcased a year ago on 
Everyman's Theatre, and was deemed too controversial. But that was be- 
fore Pearl Harbor. 








I. B. Kornblum’s past has caught up with him. Impelled by a patriotie 
desire to do something for ‘The March of Dimes,’ counsel for Coast chapter 
of American Federation of Radio Artists, exposed a facet hitherto un- 
suspected—that of a songwriter. In collaboration with L. Wolfe Gilbert he 
wrote ‘The Things We Love Will Live Again,’ which gets its first airing 
on the paralysis fund show on the President’s birthday Jan. 30. Talent for 
songwriting has been undisturbed since he wrote the music for several 
Shubert shows years ago. 





George H. Jaspert, commercial manager of WTAG, Worcester, was noti- 
fied last week by H. V. Kaltenborn of his eligibility for charter membere 
ship in the Twenty-Year Club being organized to include all persons asso- 
ciated with broadcasting industry for two decades. Jaspert’s connection 
with radio dates back to its inception, Nov. 2, 1920, when he participated 
in the Harding-Cox election broadcast on KDKA. 





Cash handouts on Kay Kyser’s ‘College of Musical Knowledge’ are being 
abandoned for the duration, and as a patriotic substitute winning con- 
testants will be rewarded with Defense Bonds and Stamps. High score 
will net a $50 bond, with the runnerup getting one of the $25 denomina- 
tion and four others being paid off in stamps. Holders of lucky market 
cards also receive bonds in lieu of cash. ° 


Subsequent to a State senate resolution offered by Rep. Cotesworth P, 
Means, protesting ‘tie-ups’ between newspapers and newspapers and radio 
stations in South Carolina, Attorney General John M. Daniel has deiivered 
to the State senate an opinion stating that newspaper combinations were so 
involved in inter-state commerce that they cannot ‘be reached by present 
state law.’ 

Edgar H. Kobak, son of the Blue Network’s executive v.p., and who was 
formerly with the NBC International Division, has a weekly script show, 
Young 
Kobak is doing the writing at Fort Knox, Ky., where he’s attached to the 
publicity office of the Armed Force Replacement Traininy Center. 








WCPO, Cincinnati, is excited because the latest local survey of the C. EB. 
Hooper report reveals it pressing WCKY hard for second place in listener 
popularity after WLW. Mort Watters has fingers crossed for the next 
report hoping to push his indie station up even with a 50,000-watter, 





Frank Nelson, former Lakewood, Ohio, clergyman (Congregational) who 
organized and conducted the first religious panel (1940) ever held at the 
Ohio State Institute of Education by Radio is now assistant secretary in 
charge of publie relations with the Church Federation of Los Angeles. 

Byron Price, our new U. S. censor-in-chief, talks to broadcasters toda 
(Wednesday) over the telephone circuit of NBC. Stations can plug a 
and get the lowdown on what’s expected. All off-the-record and, 6 


rors aux eH FOUR QUARTERS 
ALL BUNCHED 











Compliance With Censorship Code 
Made Instantaneously 





Detroit, Jan. 20. 
Stations moved swiftly here to 
comply with the new radio censor- 
ship, one program being taken off 








the air within an hour after the rul- 
ing from Washington against audi- 
ence participation shows. The pro- 
tram blitzed swiftly was Ty Tyson’s 
‘Man on the Street,’ which WWJ can- 
celled on receipt of the new orders. 
‘The Man in the Army,’ narrating 
personal experiences of service men, 
was substituted. 


The same station previously cut off 


a Michigan State Highway program 
because of an indirect reference to 
the weather, also taboo. 
- WXYZ had to doctor two of its 
long-standing shows ‘The Children’s 
Theatre of the Air’ and ‘The House- 
keeper’s Quiz.’ Station will not re- 
sume the street broadcast of its 
Harry Heilman, who like Tyson, is a 
widely-known baseball announcer. 
WJBK’s ‘Corn Till Morn,’ midnight 
to 6 a.m. request platter show, was 
revamped so that names of those re- 
questing numbers will not be used 
and specific requests would not be 
played in the usual routine. 





‘The Breakfast Club,’ NBC blue 
show out of Chicago six days weekly, 
added another outlet, WKBH, La 
Crosse, Wis. 





San Antonio, Jan. 20, 

Consolidated Drug Trade Products 
has set through Benson & Dall 
agency a full hour program over 
WOAI Monday through Friday. 
Hour (5-6 p.m.) will be divided into 
four quarter-hour waxed programs. 

Shows are Uncle Harry for Bon 
Kara; Cowboy Slim for Zymole 
Trokeys; Asher and Little Jimmy 


for Kolor Bak; Carter Family for 
Peruna. 





IBEW Sets Station Pacts 


Seattle, Jan. 20. 

The International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local 77, have 
signed a new contract with KOMO, 
KJR ana KOL covering technicians 
which calls for a $5 weekly raise. 
New scale for KOMO and KJR is 
$57.50; for KOL $55.00. 


Agreement carries closed shop and 
two weeks’ vacation with pay 
clauses. Action on holidays is still 
in the talk stage, as are negotiations 
with KIRO, 
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BBC. 
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Broadcasts for U.S. 


(SHORTWAVE) 








Meter Band Callsign | 
31.32 9.58 GSC 
49 10 6.11 GSL 
Today (21) 
PM, 


4:15—London Calling 

4:30—Mrs. Margaret Biddle 

4:45—Front Line Family: 
203 

5:00—Music: London Studio Players 

5:30—Program for Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

5:45—News 

5:55—Analysis: Patrick Lacey 

6:00--War Commentary: ‘The War 
at Sea’; Lieut. Commander 


Woodrooffe, R.N. 


6:10—London Calling 

6:15--News (In French) 

6:30—Canada Calls from London 

6:45—With Canadians in Hospital 

7:00—C. H. Wilmot 

7:10—‘Thank You, America’ 

7:15—London Calling 

7:25—Civilian Defense Talk: Stan- 
ley Maxted 

7:30—Music: BBC Orchestra 

8:00—News 

8:10—Listening Post 

8:15—Starlight’ Revue with Vera 


Episode 


Lynn 

8:30—Britain Speaks: L. W. Brock- 
ington 

8:45—Front Line Family: Episode 


203 (Repeat) 
9:00—Headline News 
$:15—‘Something Going on in Brit- 
ain’ 
9:45—London Calling 
9:55—Daily Service 
10:00—Sinews of War: From the sup- 
ply point to the front line: | 
13—Coal 
10:15—Britain Speaks (Repeat) 
10:30—Radio Newsreel 
11:00—Britain Sings’: Swansea and 
District Male Voice Choir 
11:15—Democracy Marches (Repeat) 
11:25—Thank You, America’ 
11:30—Late News and Views 
11:45—Sign Off 


Thursday (22 


P.M 
4:15—London Calling 
4:30—‘And Now—Some Music’ 





4:45—Front Line Family: Episode 
204 
5:00—‘Hello Children!’ Parents’ 


messages ny evacuees in 


Canada, U.S.A. 


5:15—H. G. Wells’ novel ‘The His- | 
tory of Mr. Polly’: Episode 
No. 3 


5:30—Calling the West Indies: 
‘Things That Endure,’ A. D. 
Mackie 

§:45—News 

5:55—Patrick Lacey 

6:00—The War in the Air’: 
Stewart 

6:10—London Calling 

6:15—News (In French) 

6:30—Canada Calls from London 


Oliver 





7:00—Democracy Marches: William 
Holt 

7:10—Thank You, America’ 

7:15—London Calling 

7:25—Civilian Defense Talk: Stan- 
ley Maxted 

7:30—Music: BBC Chorus and Or- 
chestra, directed by Leslie 
Woodgate 

8:00—News 

8:40—-Listening Post 


BIG GROWTH OF DX IN YEAR 





DON FRANCISCO | 


Institute of Radio Engineers 
Meeting in Manhattan 
Also Hears Adolfo T. Con- 





sentino, Radio Chief of 
Argentina 
‘RE-BROADCAST’ ISSUE 





8:15—‘At Your Request’ (record- 
ings) 

8:30—J. B. Priestly 

8:45—Front Line Family: Episode}! . 


204 (Repeat) 
9:00—Headline News 
9:15—Musical Farewell to 

Miller, for 43 years 

master of H. M. Grenadier 

Guards Band 
9:45—London Calling 
9:55—Daily Service 
10:00—‘Back Home,’ War time life in 

the small towns of the Brit- 

ish Isles. 6. Poplar, London 
10:15—Britain Speaks (Repeat) 
10:30—Radio Newsreel 
11:00—‘The Tipperarys of England,’ 

With the BBC Military Band 
11:15—Democracy Marches (Repeat) 
11:25—‘Thank You, America’ 
11:30—Late News and Views 
11:45—Sign Off 


Friday (23) 


Col. | 


P.M. 
4:30—MacDonald Hastings 
4:40—Talking to Women 


4:45—Front Line Family: Episode 


205 
5:00—Albert Sandler Trio 
5:15—Jane Welsh, the Radio Girl 
Friend 
5:45—News 
5:55—Kevin O’Carroll 
6:00—‘The War on Land,’ Capt. 


Cyril Falls 
6:10—London Calling 
6:15—News (In French) 
6:30—Canada Calls from London 
7:00—Democracy Marches 
7:10—Thank You, America’ 
7:15—London Calling 
7:25—Stanley Maxted 
7:30—‘Wings Abroad’ 
7:45—Macdonald Hastings 
7:55—Talking to Women 
8:00—News 
8:10—Listening Post 
8:15—‘Works Wonders,’ from War 
Factory during rest period 
8:30—Wickham Steed 
8:45—Front Line Family: 
205 (Repeat) 
9:00—Headline News and Views 
9:15—Oliver Twist’: Episode No. $3 
9:45——-London Calling 
9:55—Daily Service 
10:00—Civilian’s War: The Work of 
the Royal Observer Corps 
10:15—Britain Speaks (Repeat) 
10:30-—-Radio Newsreel 
11:00—Music of the Allies: Belgium 
11:15—Democracy Marches (Repeat) 
11:25—Thank You, America’ 
11:30—Late News and Views 
11:45—Sign Off 


Episode 





) 



















In the Intermountain Market 
it’s KDYL... the station that 
brings the programs people 


look for ! 


KDYL 





SALT LAKE CITY 


" JOHN BLAIR 
& COMP tron 
ere SY, 


NBC 


Bana- | 


| 
| 
At the dinner of the Institute of 
Radio Engineers in New 
last week a dimensional picture of 
the growth of United States short- 
wave activities in the past year was 
presented by Don Francisco, Direc- 


of the Office of the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs (more fa- 
miliarly known as the Rockefeller 
Committee) Francisco revealed that: 

1. U. S. shortwavers a year ago 
were on the air a total of 79 hours 
daily. Now they are on 132 hours 
daily—in 19 languages. 

2. Total number of newscasts a 
year ago was 72 a day. Now there 
are 209. 

3. Year ago total time consumed 
by newscasts was 18 hours a day. 
News is aired now 52 hours a day. 


ing on from 10 to 65 kws. 
are on at least 50 kws and one is as 
high as 100 kws. 

5. If the power of all transmitters 
were averaged it would show an in- 
crease from 21 to 52 kilowatts. 

6. Stations have greatly _in- 
creased personnel. One shortwaver 
has a budget four times that of last 
year; another has trebled its staff; 
a third has doubled its staff. 

7. To other American Republics 
alone, there are a combined total 


these, 15 hours are news. 
number of news programs to South | 
and Central America has been in- | 
creased from 39 to 63 daily. 


defense, Francisco declared. But he 
(Continued on page 30) 


GIVES DETALS 


York City | 


tor of the Communications Division | 


4. Year ago DXers were operat- | 
Now all 
| Guild has contracts covering news, | 


of 54 hours of broadcasts a day. Of | 
Total | 


Broadcasting is an arm of national 





That Arab, Hitler 





Boston, Jan. 20. 

Arabic is used to reply to the 
Japs by WRUL, short-wave sta- 
tion, to debunk stories that Japan 
is telling to the effect that Hitler 
is a moslem and a direct descend- 
ant of Mohammed. 

It was discovered that millions 
of Mohammedans in the Far East 
are led by those who understand 
| Classical Arabic and are gullible 
enough to believe the absurd 
Japanese propaganda. Fuad Mu- 
farij, Arabian native, has pre- 
pared scripts in classical Arabic 
exposing the fallacy of the Jap 
propaganda. 











Writers Guild Seeking 





Will Bring In Cabin, Simon, Damita 


Montreal, Jan. 20. 
Lever Bros. (Lux Toilet Soap) will 
; inaugurate tomorrow (22) the Lux 
| Radio 


Theatre Francais, French 
language version of the popular 
American drama hour. It will be 


based on the same formula as the 
Hollywood original and Cecil 
DeMille as ‘producer’ will give the 
undertaking his blessing from Holly- 
wood. Program is to be aired over 
CKAC, French language independent 
station this city; CHRC, Quebec: and 
CJBR, Rimouski, and will continue 
every Thursday for an hour through- 
out the year with a summer lay-off 
of eight weeks. 


Also from Hollywood, Charles 
Boyer wili felicitate Paul L’Anglais, 
of Radio Programme Producers, Ltd., 
Montreal, who will be producer and 





Contract on Shortwave | 


With Columbia Web 


The Radio Writers Guild is nego- | 
tiating with CBS for a contract cov- 


and shortwave departments. News | 
| deal is a renewal, but the shortwave | 
pact will be the first the organiza- 
tion has obtained. 





{dramatic and continuity writers at 
NBC, but none for shortwave 


| KELLOGG KRI KRISPIES USE 
CKAC’S LOVE STORIES 


Montreal, Jan. 20. 
Kellogg Krispies has bought five 
quarter-hours per week, Monday 
through Friday, from CKAC as of 
| Jan. 19. 
Broadcast 





titled ‘Histoires 
d’Amour’ (Love Stories) with Rene | 
Coutlee and Yvonne Brin Darnour, | 
narrators. 


director of French Lux Theatre 
plays. 
The play that inaugurates the 


series will be ‘L’Aiglon,’ by Edmond 
Rostand. Sita Riddez will star and 
| Support will be well known French 
land French- Canadian actors. 


Later the Lux Theatre will bring 


, name French actors to Montreal and 
ering writers in the network’s news | these 


will include Jean Gabin, 
Simone Simon, Michele Morgan, Lili 
Damita also Ramon Novarro the 
Mexican; John Lodge, Elissa L — 
and Ludmilla Pitoeff are pencilled i 


OUR WINNIE, TOO 


Australian-Made Series on Prime 
Minister Getting U. S. Dates Now 
Boston, Jan. 20 
‘Imperial Leader,’ the story on 
| Winston Churchill, produced in 
| Australia with a British cast, started 
last Tuesday over WWL, New Or- 
leans, sponsored by American Brew- 
ery, KROD, El Paso, Texas, by El 
Paso Electric Co. and KBUR, 
Burlington, Iowa, as a sustainer. 
Series of 52 quarter-hour 
scribed episodes, is 





trane 
distributed by 


' Kaspar-Gordon, Inc. 
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T00 SOON FOR CLEAR PROGNOSTICATION 
ON PRIORITIES CANCELLATIONS OF SHOWS 


Soft Drinks Using Sugar May Be Hit — Spur |The Shadow,’ Also Foster, 
Withdraws — Coca-Cola As Is for Some Time — 


Imported Ingredients 


Advertising agencies 


ously affected by priorities and im- 
ported materials declare that it is too 


early to determine just what move | 


such accounts will make in readjust- 


ing their advertising expenditures. | 


Concensus in agency quarters is that | 
as far as radio is concerned any 
marked reactions from these factors 
won't be felt, if at all, into the next 
quarter of 1942. Manufacturers and 
distributors will know by that time, 
gay the agency men, whether they 
are going to be able to solve both 
their ingredient and packaging prob- 
lems. 

Canada Dry, which has been plug- 
ging a comparatively new brand, 
Spur, by way of the ‘Kitty and 
Michael’ program on the Blue Net- 
work, constitutes the first breakway 
in the soft drink field. This series 
does its final broadcast Feb. 6. The 
freezing of sugar quotas at the 1940 
leve] for beverage mixers has cut 
Ceca Cola’s output by 40% but that 
company, according to its agency, 
D’Arcy, has not as yet determined 
what changed advertising policy it 
will pursue. It is believed that Coca 
Cola will in any event maintain net- 
work campaign, even if it finds it 
necessary to reduce the amount of 
expenditures on CBS and Mutual. 
The ‘Spotlight Band’ series on the 
latter web switches to the 9:30 spot 


Feb. 1 and that six-times-a-week 
schedule is good at least for 13 
weeks. It is also figured that with 


local bottlers laying off local radio 
spending the national beverage dis- 
tribs will be inclined to give their 
franchise holders some advertising 
support by the network route. 
Other beverage accounts that have 
for years been active in radio on 
either a network or a spot basis are 
Royal Crown Cola, Pepsicola and 
Dr. Pepper. Each of these has spot 
campaign running currently and in 
no instance as yet has there come 
even a suggestion of cancellation. 
As for the drug group, which is 
faced by problem of ingredient im- 
portation as well as- packaging 
there’s been but one radio exit and 
that’s the Mennen program on the 
Blue, ‘Capt. Flagg and Sergt. Quirt.’ 


Ford Dealers Sticking 
Los Angeles, Jan. 20. 

Notwithstanding that they have 
nothing to sell beside service, Ford 
Dealers of Southern California are 
continuing their sponsorship of the 
Bob Garred nightly newscasts on 
KNX. Cash outlay is around $1,100 
weekly and new deal signed last 
week is for 15 weeks to round out 
the 26. 


Eddie Cantor Show DX 
oJ o Latins With Fairbanks 


And Romeros in Cast 











} Eddie Cantor program for Sal 
Hepatica tonight (21) has Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., recently returned 


to Latin Amer- 
Romeros, 


goodwill ambassador 
ica, and Carlos 
American tenor. 
Show will be shortwaved to Latin 
American countries over WRCA, 
WMBI, New York (NBC), and 
WBOS, Boston (Westinghouse). 


Latin 





LAJOUS BACK TO MEXICO 


Sees Business Outlook There Better 
i Than U. S. or Argentine 








i Adrian Rene Lajous, announcer 
"from XEW, Mexico City, has left 
i New York City after a month’s visit. 

’ He came here to investigate an ex- 

) port job offered him by Sterling 

| Products but decided that the pros- 
Hl pects were better in Mexico where 
\ radio is booming just now and sev- 
eral announcers are strictly in finan- 
eial clover. 

One possibility of his going to 
i} Buenos Aires for J. Walter Thompson 
also was pending for a time. 

Lajous is at home in beth Spanish 
§ and English. He is a Mexican of 


i 


Rane on: 


* martly French descent. 


handling | 
produets that are figured to be seri- | 


Helped Stop Strike 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 
With school janitors and the 
school board at loggerheads over 


wage demands and a _ strike 
which would have caused the 
schools’ closing threatened, 





WCCO gave over 15 minutes to 
the controversy. Representatives 
from each side debated the dif- 

















ferences. 
Sponsored Over KABC)| “Fotlowing the debate, the 
San Antonio, Jan. 20. parties were brought together 
May Affect Some ee * | and the strike averted. 
| San Antonio Seven Up Bottling 
7 |Co. (a heavy user of radio time | 


Adkins, Theatre Batonist, 
In Regular WCAE Spot 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 
Max Adkins, conductor of WB's 
Stanley theatre orchestra, will do 
series of weekly half-hour musical 


heretofore on the sports side) will 
sponsor ‘The Shadow’ off the Mutual 
line through KABC here each Sun- 
; day as well as the daily news com- 
| mentary of Cedric Foster, also Mu- 
tual. 

Bottling company will sponsor 
| local sports events as before as 


Engineers Buy Bonds 





| 

| Lincoln, Jan. 20. 
T.ocal Association of Radio Tech- 
|nicians has voted to buy four $100 | 
‘defense bonds with the treasury 











B & K TELEVISION 
NOW AN ARMY SCHOOL 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Balaban & Katz Corp. makes the 
latest midwest television operator to 
turn over its facilities as a training 
school in high frequency radio for 
service men. This project is a con- 
tribution to the Navy, with B & K 
underwriting all expenses. Lt. Wil- 
liam Eddy, who retired from the 
Navy because of deafness and has 
been technical director of B & K's 
W9XBK, will be in charge of the 
school. 

WBBM, CBS’ Chicago key, recently 
assumed a similar obligation in be- 
half of the Army signal service and 
has received almost 4,000 applications 
for enrollment in its free-tuition 
technical school for radio technicians 
and telegraph operators. 





money of the union, and also to re- | avents mature. Accounts are han- : hi + ar 

| quest employers to take 5% of their | Ged throush the Coulter-Mueller- | P’o8tams for WCAE every Thursday Station, which is contributing 
| salaries for the duration to be used | = el sd 7 night. He'll use his regular pit | space, time and instructors, figures to 
| for defense stamp buying. | SPSS Sees: band, with the violin section | put 600 students through the basic 
Radio engineers of the local work | omitted, and has Blanche Mason, | technical course every 13 weeks. 

lat KMMJ, Grand Island; KFOR and Cincinnati.—John Stilli, announcer, | newcomer to local radio, for the 

| KFAB, Lincoln; and KOIL and | formerly with WHIO, Dayton, O.,} vocals. Show will be sustaining at Seattle—Jerry Morris now an an- 
| KOWH, in Omaha. | joined the WLW staff Monday (19)./| the outset. nouncer at KOL . 
aa: ceeerenoon 
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MARK woopDs— President 


Mork Woods has an unusiaily brond background in Radio. A network 

; broadcasting executive even before the formation of the National Sroad- 
casting Company, he played an important par! in NBC's financial and 
operative policies from its inception, as odministroetive officer, vice prest- 
dent, and treasurer, 





EDGAR KOBAK — Executive Vice President 


Edgor Kobak tokes office with a unique record of executive experience 
behind him, both in. radio and in other fields. When not yet thirty he had 
become vice president of McGraw-Hill, and since then has served as NBC 
sales vice president, advertising agency executive, and vice president in 
tharge of Bive Network sales 


MERRITT R. SCHOENFELD 


TRACY MOORE 











LUNSFORD P. YANDEIL ae 


Vice President and Treosurer 





PHILLIPS CARLIN 
Vice President in Charge of Progroms 


EDWARD ®. BORROFF 
Vice President in: Charge of Central Division 


E. PH. JAMES 


Director of Publicity and Promotion 


GEORGE M. BENSON 
Euslerd: Soles Moveger 


KEITH KIGGINS 
Vice President in Charge of Stotians 





DON €. GILMAN 
Vice President in cece of Western Division 





FRED M. THROWER, JR. 
Genero! Sales Monoger 





DOROTHY KEMBLE 


Contmuity Acceptance Editar 





8. J. HAUSER 
“Sales Promotion Meaoger 
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FOR UNION BISCUIT 


‘Betty and Bob,’ recorded serial 
produced by C. L. Morris and NBC 
Recording, has been renewed by 
Union Biscuit of St. Louis on five 
midwestern stations. An additional 
five stations have also been added by 
the same account, through the 
Gardner agency, St. Louis. 

Same program has also been re- 
newed by A. E. Stanley Co., through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chicago, 
on four stations. Total of 29 stations 
carry the show for various regional 
and local sponsors. 











Younger Wythe Williams at NBC 

Ian Wythe Williams, son of com- 
mentator Wythe Williams and a 
former aide at the American Em- 
passy in Paris, has joined the NBC 
shortwave staff as a French language 
broadcaster. | 

After the fall of France, he re-' 





Army Wives Series 





San Antonio, Jan. 20. 

‘Army Wives’ is the title of a 
new series of programs being 
aised over station WOAI, San 
Antonio, each Saturday morning. 
Broadcasts are in charge of 
Leona Bender, director of 
women’s activities for the sta- 
tion. 

Each week a wife of an army 
officer stationed at one of the 
army or flying fields or camps 


is presented and interviewed by 
Miss Bender. 








Harpole-Rothwell Seek 
Plairiview, Texas Okay 


Plainview, Texas, Jan. 20. 
W. J. Harpole and J. C. Rothwell 
have formed a partnership and have 
filed petition with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 
Want authority to construct a 





ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES SEEKING TIME 
NOW BOOK THROUGH A SINGLE SOURCE 


Soldiers Only in Audience | Meservey, Under Lewis, Will Centralize Clearances— 
First Time Any Progress Made Against Govern- 





For WOAI’s Sister Team | 


San Antonio, Jan. 20. 
‘You Asked-for It’ is the title of a 
new series of weekly studio broad- 
casts on WOAI for army personnel. 
Program has been arranged througn 
Lt. Col. Royden Williamson and Lt. 


| Phil North of the Public Relations 


office of Fort Sam Houston, and 
station WOAI. 

Each week the Duffield sisters, vo- 
calists will entertain with a quarter 
hour program of songs to a specially 
invited studio audience. The girls’ 





ment Radio Confusion 





tered to 
recording and transcribing devices, 
etc.. in New York. Capital stock is 
$15,000, $100 par value. 


Washington, D. C.; James Rice and 
Joseph Rubenstein, Manhattan Beach, 





Super-Sound Chartered 


Albany, N. Y., Jan. 20. 
Super-Sound, Inc., has been char- 
conduct a _ business in 





Directors are: Arthur G. Previn, 

















mained in that country for nine | radio station here to operate on 1400/trio will feature songs that have} Brooklyn. 
months, returning to the U. S. last | kilocycles with a power of 250 watts,| been requested by the men in the Alexander Kopp, Brooklyn, was 
| June. unlimited time. service. filing attorney. 
K le who will direct advertising 
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and sales services of the Blue Network Company, Inc. 
COMPANY is people. And we are proud of For fifteen years, the Blue Network’s adver- ? 
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the people who make up the newly formed 


Blue Network Company—some 500 men and 


women, young in years but 


old in radio. We wish we had room to let them 
all take a bow on these pages, for it is on their 


teamwork that our new Company's service to 


you will depend. 


But at least, and without false modesty, we'd 


like to present to you the key people whoare most 


directly concerned with the 


ing services of the Blue. We'd like you to know 
them better, because they are the ones who will 
be calling on you, and working with you to 
reach more ears per dollar, to make “sales thru 
the air with the greatest of ease.” 

The Blue is now commencing its sixteenth 
year. The new Company will own and operate 
stations WJZ in New York, WENR in Chicago 
and KGO in San Francisco. Blue Network pro- 
grams will also be heard over more than 100 
independently owned stations affiliated with the 
hetwork—stations whose public-spirited service 
to their communities has been a major factor in 


the success of the Blue in the past. 


BLUE NETWORK COMPANY, Inc. A Radio Corporation of America Service 






nearly all of them 


ica’s Town Meeting of the Air, the National 


sales and advertis- 


tisers have presented a diversified schedule of 
popular programs, and the Blue has supported 
and balanced these commercially-sponsored pro- 
grams with radio’s greatest roster of cultural, 
news and public-service features. ‘The Metropol- 


itan Opexa broadcasts (now sponsored), Amer- 


Farm and Home Hour, the Music Appreciation 
Hour, the Symphony, National Vespers, Great 
Plays, the Breakfast Club, Club Matinee, and 
many of the country’s leading dance orchestras 
are examples. To maintain and improve such 
high program standards, the Blue Network will 
be counselled by an Advisory Committee elected 


by the network’s independent afhliated stations. 


To advertisers, the Blue will continue to offer 
a nationwide medium which means lower distri- 


bution costs. To Radio Row and advertisers alike, 


women of the Blue Network, and the new en- 
thusiasm with which they approach their jobs, 
mean that America’s second oldest network has 
taken a great step forward. Today, more than 


ever, ‘It’s easy to do business with the Bluel” 


NETWORK 











with the 


greatest of ease ~ 
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the ability and wide experience of the men and ln 








Washington, Jan. 20. 

Designation of W. B. Lewis, former 
CBS vice-president in charge of pro- 
grams, as coordinator of Federal 
broadcasting, will provide the long- 
desired central government booking 
office to check the avalanche of re- 
quests for gratis airings. President 
Roosevelt last week instructed all 
governmental units creating pro- 
grams to clear their requests for 
time through Lewis, who is assistant 
director of the new Office of Facts 
and Figures. 

While not intending to curb the 
existing government programs, Presi- 
dential Secretary Stephen T. Early 
advised Archibald MacLeish, the 
OFF director, that the Radio Divi- 
sion, headed by Douglas Meservey, 
former NBC executive, is to super- 
vise the bookings. No interference 
with short-wave propaganda activi- 
ties is desired, the letter emphasized, 
though Lewis’ staff was advised to 
consult with both Col. William J. 
Donovan, the Coordinator of Infor- 
mation, and Nelson Rockefeller, Co- 
ordinator of Cultural Relations, in 
order to avoid any duplication and 
conflicts. 

Specific assignment is ‘to give 
guidance to Government. depart- 
ments and agencies and to the radio 
industry as a whole,’ and MacLeish 
was told to notify ail Federal de- 
partments of the arrangement. 
Early’s letter acknowledged there 
have been numerous inquiries from 
bewildered industry people, puzzled 
about filling all the requests coming 
from scores of Federal outfits 
anxious to snare free time. 

The OFF presumably will sup- 
plant the radio section of the Office 
of Government Reports (formerly 
the National Emergency Council) 
which never had very great success 
in bringing about some orderly man- 
ner of handling the very exasper- 
ating problem. Mostly, the OGR 
arranged for network schedulings of 
such events as Presidential speeches 
and other cabinet-member oratory, 
rather than whipping into line the 
many obscure bureaus and agencies 
that have pestered individual sta- 
tions with either transcriptions or 
scripts. Industry people have chafed 
at the parade of time-beggers, all in- 
sisting their particular project is of 
‘must’ character and vitally im- 
portant to national welfare. How to 
turn them down without inviting re- 
taliatory measures has been one of 
the industry’s worst headaches, and 
the growth of the government, ac- 
centuated by the broadening defense 
and war efforts, has intensified the 
need for supervision. 

Theoretically, the hordes of pub- 
licity-hungry minor bureaucrats and 
press agents in the government serv- 


ice will have to make their first 
moves via Lewis and the OFF. 
Whether the system can be estab- 


lished is a matter of grave doubt in 
the minds of many industry figures, 
some of whom fear that it will be 
more risky, rather than easier, to 
turn down requests coming from a 
single office. Fear of a blacklist has 
been voiced, though the personalities 
in the set-up have had the effect of 


nim! zing such apprehension, inas- 
much as some schemers unquestion- 
ably would be disposed to keep a 
catalog showing each station’s re- 
sponse and such a record could be 
put to damaging use at a license re- 
newal hearing or some other similar 
proceeding. On the whole, industry 


feeling is that the OFF, if sufficiently 
aggressive and persuasive, can ease 
the load and bring about much more 
satisfactory programming. 





Selling WLAK, Lakeland 


Miami, Jan. 20. 

Bradley R. Eidmann, owner of 
WLAK, Lakeland, has applied to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, for permission to transfer the 
station to S. O. Ward, who has 
agreed to buy all the stock in the 
licensee company. Purchase price is 


$23,000. Ward was employed on 
WLAK. He resigned after making 
the deal. 


Eidmann said that re was dispos- 
ing of WLAK because of poor 
health. He also owns WHUB, 
Cookeville, Tenn. 
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Bacher Exits But Not Laughingly 





WGN Program Boss Gets a ‘Right Now’ on His 


Departure From Trib Organization 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 

William A. Bacher, who came from 
Hollywood into WGN two years ago 
to revise the WGN production set- 
up as general production and pro- 
gram manager, exited suddenly from 
*né station last week when, on direct 
orders from Col. R. R. McCormick, 
he was summarily ousted. Bacher 
was placed on notice by McCormick 
last December, but at that time was 
given the choice of remaining until 
the finish of the operetta season of 
‘Chicago Theatre of the Air’. But 
situation continued so strained for 
WGN that orders came through for 
Bacher to pack up immediately. 

MeCormick remained  Bacher’s 
strength in the WGN organization 
even when the rest of the Chicago 
Tribune and WGN executives had 
turned their backs on him, but 
finally even McCormick had to call 
the deal off. Bacher came in with 
an entirely free hand on production 
with full backing from McCormick, 
but instead of sticking to production 
Bacher began interesting himself in 
sales and service operations of the 
station, and what's more, began call- 
ing on Chicago Tribune execs and 
departments, and causing considera- 
ble confusion among executives who 
weren’t sure just what authority 
Bacher had from the colonel. 


Two items led particularly to 
Bacher’s exit. First, was his method 
r a a 








of handling the operettas on ‘Chi- 
cago Theatre of the Air’. Despite 


| protests from listeners and requests 


from WGN executives he altered the 
operettas by cutting the music por- 
tions down to a minimum and buiid- 
ing up the drama parts. Singers that 


| were brought in for big money were 


left to sing one or two numbers. Big- 
gest squawk came over Bacher’s 
treatment of ‘H.M.S. Pinafore’. 

Late last fall McCormick, through 
WGN, asked Bacher to put a ‘salute’ 
to a new Mutual affiliate on the 
‘Chicago Theatre of the Air’. The 
new station was WKNY, Kingston, 
N. Y. Request had come direct from 
Mutual executives, and was deemed 
important for the good-will of Mu- 
tual with its stations. Bacher re- 
fused, and shortly after that McCor- 
mick, following more complaints 
from WGN and Tribune depart- 
ments, memoed Bacher to prepare 
to leave, but telling him, that if he 
chose, he could stay to finish the 
operetta series. On the basis of that 
communication Bacher and his sec- 
retary will be paid in full to the 
end of March. 

It is understood that when Bacher 
was told that he would have to leave 
immediately last week he asked to 
be permitted to remain to produce 
‘Faust’, but this was refused and in- 
die producer Joe Ainley was brought 
in to direct the show. 

WGN is on the search for some- 
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AVAILABLE! 


@ Tested, Proven, Unquestioned Program 





@ Broke All Mail Response Records at a 
50,000 Watt Station! 


@ Studio and Listening Audience Partici- 
@ Suitable for Large or Small Network 
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This show was sponsored by one of America’s leading 
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Network Premieres 


(Jan. 21-31) 
e Jan. 23 

Ransom Sherman, variety; 10- 
10:30 p.m., Fridays, CBS; Procter 
& Gamble (Ivory soap, Ivory 
flakes), Compton agency. 

Jan, 24 

‘Treasure Hour of Song,’ mu- 
sical, with Alfredo Antonini 
orch: 8-8:30 p.m., Saturdays, Mu- 
tual: Conte cosmetics, Berming- 
ham, Castleman & Pierce 
agency. 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ adaptation 
of Anne Nichols play, starts in- 
definite run as_ vehicle’ on 
‘Knickerbocker Playhouse,’ from 


New York; 8-8:30 p.m. (11:30- 
12 pm. repeat), Saturdays, 
NBC-Red (WEAF); Procter & 


Gamble (Dreen shampoo), Kas- 
tor agency. 








one to replace Bacher as general 
production manager, but is seeking 
an advertising man who has the 
agency viewpoint. It is likely that 
WGN will have a two-man set-up, 
a program director, who will pri- 
marily be an idea man, and a pro- 
ducer-director to handle actual ope- 
rations on the various shows. 


MORE SCHOOLS FOR 
RADIO TECHNICIANS 


Hartford, Jan. 20. 


All Connecticut radio stations and 
several of the higher bracket schools 
in the state are cooperating on a 
plan to establish a group_of radio 
schools in the state soon. First gets 
underway in Hartford on Feb. 1. 
Purpose is to develop radio opera- 
tors and technicians for the various 


























| WLW in 


government armed _ forces and 
| services. 
| Classes will be open to high 


| school graduates, mixed sexes, of at | 
jleast one year math and also to 
| cripples. 

General Manager Franklin Doo- 
| little of WDRC has been appointed | 
| by the National Defense Committee 
lof the N.A.B. to represent Conn. 
| radio stations in the effort. Will co- 
|operate with Dean J. H. Lampe of 


ithe department of engineering of | 


| the University of Connecticut. 








| KMBC, Kansas City, Clear 


Kansas City, Jan. 20 

| The way has been cleared for 
KMBC, Kansas City. to start the} 
| erection of its new 544-foot antenna 
in northwest Johnson County, Kaf- 
| sas, 

The township concerned last week 
|granted the station the necessary 
|permit, while a district court in 
| Olathe, Kan., had the previous week 
| vetoed the efforts of some Mission, 
| Kan., residents to prevent the tower 
installation. 





KGEI’S ASIATIC TONGUES 


Adds Thai to Dutch, Tagalong, Man- 
darin Chinese from Frisco 








San Francisco, Jan. 20. 

KGEI, already shortwaving news 
| in seven languages and two dialects, 
}added an eighth — Thai—starting 
Monday (19). News in Thai beamed 
|at Thailand (Siam) airs daily at 
2:45 am. Outlet also considering 
adding Malay, according to Manager 
|E, T. Harris. Report shortwaved 
back from Singapore Friday (16) 
said station is still being heard there 
| with ‘no fading or atmospherics.’ 

| Languages being used by KGEI 
| also include English, Spanish, French, 
| Dutch, Tagalog, Mandarin and Can- 
| tonese Chinese. 


WLW’s 23,037 Calls 


Cincinnati, Jan. 20. 
its latest promotional 
| piece, ‘28,037 €alls on the Man Who 
|Moves Your Merchandise,’ reviews 
ithe findings of a corps of research 
‘men on two questions propounded 
|during a survey which the station 
junderwrote recently. Druggists and 
| grocers were visited and to each was 
|put the questions, what type of ad- 
|vertising they considered most ef- 
\fective for their type of products 
‘and what radio station was their 
choice for the same objective. 
| The druggists reported 8.7% in 
|favor of radio and 61.8% in favor of 
| WLW, while the grocers’ reply was 
|77.2% for radio and 60.8% for WLW. 
| The survey was conducted in 14 mid- 
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|} west cities and towns, 


'Way for Its New Antenna| 




















Trade-Bureaucracy 


Continued from page 23 














of DCB committee No. 6, which is; North Pole. They felt that might 


the shortwave group. It ended in 
apologies and nothing more than 
harsh words, through the quick 
maneuvering of chairman Walter 
Evans, v.p. of Westiaghouse. How- 
ever, the song may be over, but the 
melody lingers on. 
Called on Chester 


It’s all said to have started when 
Murray Brophy, head of the radio 
division of the Coordinator's office, 
was speaking and made some men- 
tion of every licensee but one giving 
full cooperation. Chester, CBS exec 
in charge of shortwave, assumed the 
reference was to his outfit and re- 
portedly asked if Brophy meant the 
recent conversation between him 
(Chester) and Gordon Persons, engi- 
neer in the Coordinator’s office. 


Chester is said then to have re- 


peated Person’s remarks as being, in 
essence: ‘We’re running things now 


and the program's going to be dif- 
ferent. You don’t have to worry 
about your commitments to the 
Rockefeller office.’ 


With that, Persons, who was at the 
meeting, arose and shouted at Ches- 
ter: ‘You're a liar.’ ? 

To which Chester replied to the 
effect: ‘Well, I think you're a liar. 
And khave a witness to what you 
said.’ 

Evans Steps In 

Chairman Evans at that point 
brought the gavel down and switched 
the subject. Persons later announced 
he wanted to apologize and Chester 
did likewise. 

Persons’ reported assertion that 
‘you don’t have to worry about your 
commitments to the Rockefeller 
office’ referred to an arrangement by 
which the Rockefeller and Donovan 
groups share time on the DXers. This 
agreement, reached between them, 
is said to have been initialed by the 
President, making it official. 

Under its terms, Donovan's group 
has the use of the air after mid- 
night and during the day and the 
Rockefellerites get it during the 
evenings. By this method virtually 
all countries can be reached during 
their evening hours, naturally the 
best listening time. 
have had very cordial relations with 
the Inter-American Affairs office and 
so doubly resented any intimation 
that they might break their commit- 
ments to it. 

Chester’s reference to a ‘witness’ to 
Persons’ assertions meant Ed Cohan, 
CBS's chief shortwave engineer, to 
whom Persons first talked. Cohan is 
said to have thought the subject 
matter of such importance that it 
should be imparted to Chester di- 
rectly and took him to see the CBS 
V.p. 

G. E.’s Attitude 
General Electric is also irked at 
Donovan’s office because of its hur- 
ried action in virtually confiscating 
GE's new 


only had the transmitter in use for 
a short time and was anxious to ex- 
periment with an idea 
engineers had for airing to the Far 
East by directing the beam over the 


Broadcasters | 


100,000-watt transmitter, | 
WGEO, for removal to the Coast. GE | 


shortwave | 


prove even more successful than try. 
ing to reach the Orient from San 
Francisco, Furthermore, it would 
keep the nation’s most powerfy} 
transmitter from going off the air al- 
togéther for the three or four months 
or more it will take to move it to the 
Coast and re-erect it. 

Brophy’s organization didn’t agree 
however, and GE _ was virtually 
forced to part with the equipment. 
It’s understood to have received 
$160,000 for it, presumably from the 
Government. 

What the DX operators as a whole 
fear is that sudden changes in pro- 
gramming or beams ordered by the 
Coordinator and enforced by the 
Federal Communications Commission 
might cause loss of large audiences. 
Listeners get used to picking up a 
certain program at a certain time on 
a certain wavelength. It takes a long 
time to build them up to tune in reg- 
ularly and any sudden switch means 
the whole build-up process must be 
| Bone through all over again. 


Big DX Growth 


<titmi‘/7J_»«@;:Continued from page 27 


added: ‘We need even more hours 
of shortwave broadcasting ... even 
stronger power .. . better equip- 
ment ... more programs in foreign 
languages . .. more and more pro- 
grams that promote understanding 
and friendship ... less expensive 
receiving sets ,.. bigger and bigger 
audiences.’ 
Cosentino’s Speech 


Guest of honor was Adolfo T, 
Cosentino, chief of the Bureau of 
Radio Communications of Argentina. 
Radio, he declared, can, quicker than 
any other medium, do the job of 
‘preparing for the birth of a new 
spirit saturated with the liberal 
tradition of America . . . capable of 
establishing the foundations of a 
world free from fears and anxieties.’ 

Problem of financing inter-Ameri- 
can cultural programs, such as he 
|suggested, must be given great 
ithought, Argentine radio expert as- 
serted. Would it be advisable for 
lthe government, cultural institutions 
or the broadcasters to undertake it, 
jhe asked. 

Because most people in Latin 
America, just as in the United States, 
ilisten to local stations much more 
frequently than shortwave, interna- 
tional network broadcasting must be 
| further developed Francisco. de- 
|clared. He pointed out that three 
|shortwave licenses have already 
lcreated S. A. webs for retransmis- 
| sion by local stations of broadcasts 
from the U. S. 




















| a 


| Stan Richardson Moves 


Stanley Richardson, Coordinator of 
| International Broadcasting, will de- 
part that post this week or next to 
become assistant to J. H. Ryan, in 
charge of radio censorship in the 
office of U. S. Censor Byron Price. 
How soon Richardson departs de- 
| pends on the speed with which he 
can teach his successor the ropes. 
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Divide Writers Between NBC and Blue 





Titterton Will Have a 
Wilf Roberts 


+ 





Lewis Titterton, script editor of 
NBC, is set to stay with the Red 
network in the spkKt of the com- 
pany's personnel. Another script 
exec will be assigned to the Blue 
network. 

taff scripters who remain with 
the Red include Ranald MacDougall, 
Edmund Birnbryer, Neal * Hopkins, 
Richard Leach and Richard Mc- 
Donagh. Going with the Blue will 
be Elizabeth Todd, Tom Langan, 
Charles Newton, Gordon Nugent and 
Eleanor McCarthy. Both writing 
staffs will probably be enlarged. 

Wilfred Roberts, production head, 
is understood slated to stay in that 
capacity with the Red, with an un- 
disclosed man already picked for 
the same assignment with the Blue. 
Actual division of the producer 
personnel hasn’t been revealed. 


Babson Rates Portland, 
Ore. a War ‘Beehive’ 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 20. 

Portland is rated as one of the 
best cities on the business map to- 
day by Roger W. Babson, the 
economist. 

‘The national war production pro- 
gram has turned the Pacific Coast 
into a beehive of industry. The 
volume of business in Portland is 
35% ahead of last year,’ reported 
Babson. 

‘Such a gain means but one thing 
—greater purchasing power. Local 
theatres and restaurants are getting 
their share of the worker’s dollar 
end attendance at amusement centers 





will note a further gain in the 
months ahead. 

‘The high level of business now 
prevailing in Portland will be ex- 
ceeded during the year 1942.’ 


Menthalatum’s News 


San Antonio, Jan. 20. 
Menthalatum Co. is airing a| 


The 


new series of newscasts over the 
Texas State Network and_ station 
KABC each weekday. Speaker is 
Porter Randall. 

Other stations airing the series are 
KRBC, Abilene: KFDA, Amarillo; 
KNOW, Austin; KBST, Big Springs; 
WRR, Dallas; KRRV, Sherman; KFJZ, 
ert Worth: KF YO, Lubbock: KRLH, 
Midland; KPT. Paris; KGKL, San 
Angelo; KTEM, Temple; KCMC, 
Texarkana; WACO, Waco, and 
KVWC, Vernon. 


Luke Roberts’ CBS Chore 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 20 
Luke L. Roberts, educational and 
farm programs director for KOIN, 


now has title of CBS educational di- 
rector in the Northwest. The area 
comprises Oregon, Washington, Mon- 
tana and Idaho. 

Roberts, who joined KOIN a year 
ago, was formerly manager of KOAC 
in Corvallis, Oregon. He was one of 
the first broadcasters to receive a 
Fellowship from the Rockefeller 
Foundation, which he used to study 
radio technique and production in 
1936, 





WNOX’s Huckleberry Rangers 
Knoxville, Tenn., Jan. 20. 
Indian River Medicine Co., La- 
Follette, Tenn., has increased its | 


schedule over WNOX, 
with the addition of a daily hillbilly 
show, ‘Huckleberry and His Indian 
River Rangers.’ Cast is headed by 
Willis Fulton as guitarist-m.c. Series 
plugs the eompany’s principal prod- 
uct, an herbal tonic. 

Same account is already using two 
daily spot announcements, a five- 
minute transcribed show Friday 
nights and a 60-minute ‘All-Star 
Radio Jamboree’ Saturday night. 


Knoxville, 





Del Camp, WTAG, Worcester, an- 
nouncer, is back on job after a brief 
Siege in a Boston hospital where he 
underwent treatment for a leg in- 
jury suffered a month ago. 





Jerry Singer formerly of station 
KITE, Kansas City, has joined the 
Staff of station KTAS, San Antonio, 
for continuity, sports, and special 


fvents in cooperation with Jack 
Mitchell. 





Counterpart In Blue — 
Stays NBC 





Latest Quiz on War News 


Dallas, Jan. 20. 

A quiz program based on the day’s 
news items on the local, state, na- 
tional and international scene, ‘Do 
You Know the News?’, opened for a 
13-week run on station KGKO on 
Tuesday night, Jan. 6. Format calls 
for questions to be based on the edi- 
tions of each day’s broadcast. The 
Dallas Morning News sponsors the 
series. 


Show presents two six-man teams 
representing local organizations or 
local groups of national organiza- 
tions, and awards to individuals are 
paid out in Defense Savings Stamps. 
Each contestant can increase 
number of stamps by 


erases all winnings to his credit. 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Tempted by the perfect setup 
for a running gag through three 


comedy programs that follow 
one another in the Tuesday 
night lineup on NBC, producers 
of the three shows finally agreed. 
‘Fibber and Molly’ started it off 
with the mystery about who 
broke Mrs. Uppington’s win- 
dow. Bob Hope, in the follow- 
ing spot, kept the gag alive for 
the oncoming Red Skelton entry, 
which gave out with the solution 
that Ozzie Nelson did it with a 
BB gun. 

Likely that the running gag 
will be repeated inasmuch as the 
sponsors of the three programs 
are non-competitive. 








Tim Healey on WTRY, N. Y. 


Troy, N. Y., Jan. 20. 


Tim Healey is new heard on a 10- 
minute transcribed program five 





his | afternoons a week over WTRY for 
answering ad- | Force cereal (Hecker). 
ditional questions; however, one miss | 


Maxon, Inc., placed the show on 
| the Troy station, starting Jan. 19. 





Fibber wo Hove to Re Auto Exits and Other Bearish Factors 


Noted in Local Radio Advertising 


Local 
ports 
past 
ence something of a drop in home- 
town business. The loss has been 
noticeably sharp from auto dealers 
and some appliance distributors, but 
the general feeling is that the spots 
which have opened up will be ab- 
sorbed within a short time by na- 
tional spot accounts. The _ broad- 
casters aren’t certain whether the 
local cancellations, aside from the 
auto dealers, is seasonal or whether 
they are the harbingers of a general 
slump in local advertising. 


One development of recent weeks 
that has given sales executives in the 
broadcasting industry cause for some 
concern was the announcement in 
Washington that whiskey distillers 
would have to convert 60% of their 
facilities to the production of indus- 
trial alcohol, which is needed for 
munition. These execs figure that 


stations, according to re- 


, if this move is carried to its logical 


from station reps during the | 
week, have begun to experi- | 


| cosmetic businesses. 


|} are compounders of hair tonics, 





conclusion there will in time be a 
marked ermbargo on the allocation of 
alcohol to the proprietory drug and 
Among those 
in the latter field that would be hit 
skin 
lotions and rubbing emulsions, all 
of whom are heavy buyers of radio, 


Taxicab Firm Off Air 
Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 





First Philly war ‘casualty’ along 
radio row is Norman Jay, pilot of 
KYW ‘gossip column.” Jay lost his 
sponsor, Yellow Cab Co., because 
latter is cutting down on _ its 
facilities. 


Due to tire rationing. 





San Francisco — William Sears, 
from Utah, is now announcer on the 
Dr. Kate show on NBC out of KPO, 
replacing Armand Gerard on the 
stint. 











BUY WAY is 


newspaper. 


WLW’s twice monthly radio merchandising 


more than 11,000 among whole- 


salers, retailers and salesmen in the groeery, drug and tobacco 


“throwaway; only those who personally 


BUY WAY’s circulation is 

field. 

BUY WAY is nota 

ask be placed on the list receive it, 


BUY WAY’s tabloid size pages are packed with selling news 


about WLW advertised products. 


form dealers about WLW 


sumer goods merchandise. 


Its sole purpose is to in- 


campaigns designed to sell con- 


WLW sent a questionnaire to 6,668 grocery, drug and to- 


bacco wholesalers and retailers who get BUY WAY regularly. 


Here is 


what we found out 


about BUY WAY readership: 


97% of the dealers who answered the questionnaire 


informed us that they 








BUY WAY regularly; 


read 


— 85.2% 


business 


read BUY 


were indicated; 


— 92.5% 


in their merchandising. 


told us that others in their places of 


WAY—4.8 readers per copy 


said that they found BUY WAY helpful 


In the comments that accompanied their replies, wholesalers 
} 


said they read BUY WAY “ 


tailers said 


to anticipate demand”, 


“this information is an aid to our stocking” 


Many re- 


and 


“BUY WAY guides me in making special displays of goods 


advertised over WLW”, 


BUY WAY’s high reader interest is significant because it is 


purely a WLW merchandising newspaper. 


This interest re- 


flects, on the part of dealers, a keen enthusiasm for WLW as 


a merchandise-moving influence- 


it shows how firmly the 


success legend of WLW has become implanted in their minds, 


and indicates how 


completely cooperation with WLW adver- 


tised products has become a part of the daily business routine 


of the men who move your 





merchandise. 
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r ° lines, which should always remain a| ‘Te ’ aw 
Blue Holds Chicago Rally, Asks For “= sic%s"S.""""* ‘First Come, First Served Fred Weber 


Loyalty; Fly Speaks; Affiliates Rap 
Hook-up Hunger of Bureaucrats 





Biue Network officials on thei! ré- Easier to Watch 
turn Monday (19) from the Chicago ee 
meeting with Blue affiliates ex- Chicago, Jan. 20 
pressed themselves as confident that One of the extra-curricular 
they will be successful in obtaining situations which drew comment 


during last week's meeting of 
Blue Network officials and their 
affitiated stations was the fact 
that Niles Trammell, NBC prez, 
and Fred Weber, Mutual general 


new contracts from stations now as-, 
sociated with that network. Quite 
a number of the stations, it was said, | 
have already turned in signatured 


agreements, and it was hoped that the 
all the contracts would be in the manager, had _ suites rel = 
Blue Network’s offices long before Drake hotel whose entrances 


faced each other. 

Blue Network officials ex~ 
pressed suspicions over the ar- 
rangement, while Weber ex- 
plained that it was all a coinci- 
dence. 


the specified deadline, March 1 

It was further stated that the Blue 
proposed to retained every one of its 
present stations by the new contract 
route and that if any of these outlets 
do noi signeture new agreements 
they will still be considered bound 
by the agreements they have with 
NBC. The only pertinent issue af- 
fecting the new contract which came 
up from broadcasters’ sources during 
the Chicago meeting was a sugges- 
tion that the Blue insert a line stat- 
ing that it could not assign the new 
contract to any other network, or 








an exclusive option on the affiliates 
evening time (8 to 11 p.m.). 


Blue Committee Speaks Out 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 

The Blue Network got underway 
officially here last week with a gen- 
eral meeting of its affiliates and the 
‘officials of the web. An advisory 
| committee to work with the Blue 
executives includes Howard Lane of 
Chicago, Jan. 20. | KFBK, Sacramento, was appointed 

James L. Fly, chairman of the | chairman of the committee which in- 
Federal Communications Com- {| cjudes Harry Wilder, WSYR, Syra- 
mission, appeared here last week | cuse; Alien : Campbell, WXYZ, De- 
to address officers, employees | troit; Earl May, KMA, Shenandoah, 
and affiliates of the Blue net- |j,: Henry Johnston, WSGN, Birm- 


work. He was greeted by a ris- | incham: Harold Hough, KGKO, Ft. 





——EEEEE 


Better Manners 








ing of all those present and when Worth: Tracy McCrackon, KFBC, 
he finished the crowd again was Cheyenne. 
on its collective feet. Committee put through several 


‘resolutions as to general operations 
|policy for the Blue, and to indicate 
|the relationship between the affiliate 
|'members and the network. First 
| resolution asked for complete unity 
land loyalty to the network by the) 
|Blue affiliates. Second, that the 
committee goes on record as having 


The exemplary etiquette on 
this occasion was in sharp con- 
trast with the slightly personal 
diseourtesy exhibited by some 
broadcasters in St. Louis last 
May when Fly learned to think 
of the N.A.B. as a mackerel in 
the moonlight. 

This was ali lavender and old 


Fourth, the committee disapproves 
linking up of all national 
for any single Washington program 
with exception of broadcasts by the 
President of the United States or 
programs of genuinely extraordinary 
importance to the war effort. 

And finally the committee recom- 
mended a representative of this 
committee be elected to the Blue 
Board of Directors to serve only one 


vear and be ineligible for re- 
election 
After the Blue officials had pre- 


sented their plans of operation they 
the assembled affiliates the 
network’s new contracts. The af- 
filiates were told that the terms 
were the same as those now in ef- 
fect with NBC and that it was per- 
fectly satisfactory with the Blue if 
the station men took the contracts 
back home with them for thorough 
study or to show to their lawyers. 

On the matter of operations the 
affiliates were apprised of the Blue’s 
executive setup. It was explained 
that the Blue would rent studio 
space from NBC in New York, Chi- 
cago, Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco since it would be inconvenient 
for the Blue even if it so desired, to 
establish its own studios because of 
the priorities situation. 

That ‘Sale’ 


In a press meeting Mark Woods 
and Ed Kobak came back to the 
question of the sale of the Blue, and 
stated that the network is for sale 
under specific conditions, depending 


offered 


on the quality of the persons who 


would take it over, their financial 


rating and their possible use of the 


network, 


General meeting of the Blue affil- 
iates was addressed by James Fly, 
chairman of the Federal Communi- 

gave 
stated: 
‘the future of the Blue network must 
much 
difference of opinion about the im- 
practices 
stations, | 


and he 
blessing. He 


cations Commission, 
the Blue his 
be assured. There has been 
pact of various network 
upon listeners and upon 
but there is no difference of opinion 
whatever on the fundamental point 


that the Blue Network, like the 
other great networks of this coun- 


try, is an indispensable part of our 


broadcasting system.’ 
He continued: 


network | 


‘we have been as- 
sured the present corporate change 
complete confidence in the manage-| is merely preliminary to the actual, 


| 
! 
' 


| Mutual General Manager 


Tells 12 Blue Affiliates 


That Should Be Their Slogan 








ce 

AND STILL KSFO LINGERS | 
CBS Datuotees - to Evict ‘Helpless | 
Indie’ in San Francisco | 


San Francisco, Jan. 20. 

With no site selected at last report. | 
KSFO is still occupying the CBS 
studios in the Palace hotel, into 
which CBS’ new affiliate, KQW, was | 
to have moved on Jan. 1. As a cour- 
tesy to its ex-affiliate. CBS gave 
KSFO until Feb. 15 te get out. Now 
it’s feared that the station won't be | 
able to move even then, due to the 
continued delay in finding a place. | 

Both KQW and CBS are unhappy | 
over the situation, but apparently | 
will not go too far as Columbia 
doesn’t want to appear to be pushing 
a helpless irf€fe around. 

Situation has the trade here ga-ga 
with speculation as to outcome, if 
jany. It’s understandable why KSFO 
|; would hate to give up the posh CBS | 


quarters, but such lingering is be- | 
| lieved without precedent. | 
| KGEI, General Electric, also is | 


|taking a self-protective swipe at | 
KSFO, which has issued considerable 
publicity regarding its new short- 
wave acquisition, KWID. Buck Har- 
|ris of KGEI emphasizes fact that 
| station was sold by General Electric 
| to the Government, which turned it 
|over to Associated Broadcasters for 
operation. GE also publicizing fact 
that KWID will ‘supplement’ the ser- 
vice of KGEIL. 

KSFO itself has little to say ex- | 
|}cept that KWID is ‘an Associated | 
Broadcasters-KSFO operation,’ and | 
|} that they're trying to find a new 
{home which will provide adequate | 
| studio facilities. 
| Possible sites are being kept secret | 
| 











although manager Lincoln Dellar ad- | 
mitted Hotel Mark Hopkins was un- 
| der consideration after fact was re- 
vealed in ‘Daily Variety.’ 


HARRY STONE, OTHERS 


| affiliated with 
| held a special meeting last week to 
/hear from Mutual general manager 


| Delaware 


TO ADVISE NBC (RED) 


sehool ties. ment of the network; third, con-|bona fide separation of ownership, 
a gratulates the web on announcement |control and. management. Viewed 
that its foreign and domestic news| jn this light, the change is a step, 

successor organization. The Blue’sjservice will be increased, that| and not an unimportant step, in the 
spokesmen readily granted this re- brighter shows will be produced, and right direction,’ and as such I am 
quest | that limited-appeal programs be cur-| happy to say to you that I welcome 
Impression in the trade is that the | tailed. As a bow to the metropolitan jt. It is at least one of the forms 


Blue will get quick action from the | stations, the committee recommended | of organization of which there are 
stations in markets where there are! the immediate reduction of the Farm!q number of alternatives which 
fowr or more outlets ,but there is| and Home Hour to a 30-minute shot.| move toward ultimate sound. inde- 
some speculation as to what the; Also included in the third resolu-| pendent operation.’ 





action will be from the 12 Blue af-' tion is the statement that the com- — 
filiates that are located in communi-' mittee realizes that the network must | 


ties where three or less stations pre-| conserve its resources and watch ex- 





Nashville, Jan. 20. 
Harry Stone, manager of WSM, 
has been elected chairman of NBC's 
Planning and Advisory Group for the! 
Red Network. Stone represents the 
fourth district, comprising states of 
| Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, | 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. 
O. L. Taylor, KGNC, Amarillo, was 


Chicago, Jan. 20 
Mutua! stations which are jointly 
the Blue Network 


Fred Weber, following an 


meet with Blue web officials. 

To the 12 stations under this dual 
category, Weber directed a request 
not to sign new affiliation contracts 
with the Blue Network if contain- 
ing any clauses giving any one net- 
work an exclusive option on time. 

Weber asked that the stations pro- 
ceed hereafter on a ‘first come, first 
served’ basis. There would be no 
reserved time, but time would go 
to Blue or Mutual according to 
which network made a specific offer 
of a commercial program. 

Dozen stations represented were 
WEAN, WICC, WRNL, WHK, KSO, 
KLO, KXYZ, WMRC, WCOS, 
WMPS, WSGN, KOME. 


WCPO NAMES NEW 
PATRIOTIC DIRECTOR 


Cincinnati, Jan. 20. 
WCPO has a new Director of 
Patriotic Activities. He’s Douglas 
MacNamee. Latter replaces Robert 
Bentley, who quit to become radio 
editor of the Cincinnati Inquirer. 
Station broadcasts six patriotic 


earlier 





| shows daily. 





‘THE BLUE FILES IN ALBANY 


Cerp. Reports 
Stock at $100,000 


Capital 


Albany, N. Y., Jan. 20. 


Blue Network Company, Inc., 
chartered in Wilmington, Del., has 
filed papers with the Secretary of 


State at Albany designating its office 


|for the conduct, in New York State, 


of a radio network broadcasting 
business, at 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York. City and Mark Woods as 
president. 

Authorized capital stock is $100,- 
000, $100 par value per share. J. V. 
Heffernan of New York City, was 
the filing attorney. 


Nescafe on Don Lee 








vail. Blue Network officials Monday 
(19) declared that they do not an- 
ticipate any difficulty from _ this 


group. The new Blue contract seeks 


penditures or that ‘otherwise there is 
a future possibility that affiliates of 
the Blue Network might be called 


BLUE LINE-UP 


upon to pay the ecost of overland | 
| 





Gt 














YOU CAN ALSO DEPEND 


IN CHICAGO 


- ———e 


Blue Network yesterday (Tuesday) 
announced another group of execu- 


follows: 

William E, Drips, director of pub- 
| lie service. 
Maurice 
| ager. 

L. J. Edgley, continuity editor. 

Gene Rouse, supervisor of 
nouncer 

G. A. Vernon, manager of the re- 
search department. 


Wetzel, production man- 





Schoenfeld’s Position 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 
Merritt Schoenfeld has been ap- 
network in Chicago. 


|publicity chief for the Blue in the 
midwest. . 
Both shift over from previous 
| | NBC jobs, in sales and in the press 
| department, 














. : ‘Nelson, Ryan Divvy Frisco 





| 

| San Francisco, Jan. 20. 
=| Under NBC’s separation of its Red 
;| and Blue networks, William Ryan, 
| sales head, becomes head of opera- 
tions at KGO, local Blue outlet. 

Al Nelson, assistant vice-president, 
| wee formerly managed both NBC 
| Stations here, will continue to head 
KPO and NBC (Red) operations, 





Memphis—Bob Pigue, WMC sports- 
eee : “STO caster, has resigned to join Nash- 
suche ai foe ems ss | Ville Banner news staff. 


tive appointees for the central di- 
vir aa.-¢ | 
vision (Chicago). They were as 

] 


' 
an- | 


pointed sales manager for the Blue | 


Anthony Koelker has been named | 








chosen vice-chairman. Other com- 

mittee members include: James D. San Francisco, Jan. 20 
Shouse, WLW, Cincinnati; Paul W. Nescafe returns to the Don Lee 
Morency, WTIC, Hartford; Stanley | network here Feb. 2. Buying three 
| Hubbard, KSTP, St. Paul: Arden X.| Quarters weekly on the Breakfast 
Panghorn, KEX; Portland; and Ed | Club. 


Tested the show last fall and 


found it good. 


KSFO’s New Accounts poaneane 


WBN." 


Yocum, KGHL, Billings 
















San Francisco, Jan. 20. 
Benson & Hedges (cigarette) have 

















|shots weekly from Sealey Mattress 


| via Alvin Wilder agency, L. A. AMERICA 


MARKET. 





purchased five quarter-hour noon- | 

|time news periods per week on | 

KSFO, using Bob Andersen. Deal | _, THE MOST ea 
placed by Maxon. Station has also | MATE AND ee ee 
picked up three 10-minute ce SALES APPROACH 





Ad Service has spotted American | 
| Homes and the Fiction School, on | 
| the ex-CBS outlet for weekly quar- 
| ters and Folgers Coffee has renewed | 
its ‘Best Buys’ shot for 52 weeks. 
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[AUGHTER TEARS avo [{EART-THROBS 
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RADIO'S MOST POPULAR | 
| 
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LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
IN fa WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS 

“« 
Dir, COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


COAST TO COAST 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 
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Payroll Traffic 





Buffalo—Dick Angell is newcomer 
to WBNY spieling staff. 

Announcer Joe Dombrowski out 
of WEBR after 10 years. 





Windsor, Ont.—Budd Lynch, an- 
nouncer at CKLW, has left the sta- 
tion for active service with the Cana- 
dian Army as a lieutenant. 

Hal Lawrence, who formerly was 
heard on Hamilton and Toronto sta- 
tions, is the new announcer,’ 


Des Moines—Charlie Flagler, song 
and patter man for KSO-WRNT, has 
gone to WNAX, Yankton, S. D. 








Mason City, Ia.—Harold Shields 
joins KGLO as transmitter operator. 





Des Moines—Bob Miles, formerly 
of WOI, Ames, Iowa, has joined the 
announcing staff of stations KSO- 
KRNT. 





Kansas City—Shelby Storck left 
staff of WDAF, Kansas City Star's 
red net affiliate, recently to become 
a naval air corps student pilot. Has 
been news commentator for WDAF, 
taking over this assignment when 
only 23 years of age. Randall Jesse, 
of the announcing staff, will take 
over his duties. 

Henry Efferts comes from WMBH, 
Joplin, Mo., as new member of the 
WDAF announcing staff. 





Pittsburgh—Raymond Boley, an- 
nouncer at WLEU in Erie, Pa., has 
left that station to join the staff of 
George Heid Radio Productions here. 
Heid was until recently program di- 
rector at KDKA, 





San Francisco—Jim Pool, of Milt 
Samuel’s NBC press department staff, 
drafted; inducted into Army as pri- 
vate. 





Watrous, Sask.—F. Paul Johnson, 
of the technical staff at CBK, Wat- 
rous, has left for Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. duties in England. 





Regina, Sask.—Lawrence Mang 
added to production-announcing staff 
of CJRM, Regina. 





Atlantic City—Wayne Maley, an- 
nouncer for WBAB for past two 
years, leaves this week to begin army 
training at Fort Dix. 





Miami—Lyman Cammeron, for- 
merly WLW staffer, has joined 
WIOD. 


Johnny Bradshow is newest mem- 
ber of WQAM announcing staff, 
coming from Georgia network. 

Al Parker replacing Larry Mans- 
field and Bob Lyons at WKAT. 

Fred Handrich, WQAM newscaster, 
has resigned and is heading for New 
York. 

Ft, Wayne. — WOWO-WGL lost 
two announcers during last week to 
the U. S. Navy. Bob Wilson, chief 
news announcer, left to do public 
relations work in Naval Reserves in 
Indianapolis. 

Bob Sievers, ‘Man on the Street’ 
chief, has enlisted as a second class 
radio operator. He is now in train- 
ing at Great Lakes Naval Training 
Station. His marriage to Miss Har- 
Tiet Cyer (non-pro) was announced 
day he left. 

Fred Moore, formerly of WTRC, 
Elkhart, Ind., and Clare Widenaar, 
of the Wade Advertising agency, 
have joined staff to fill vacancies 
Created by enlistees. 





_ San Antonio. — George Peters has 
Joined the news staff of station 
WOAI. 

Arthur Harris kas joined the an- 
nouncing staff of station KMAC re- 
Placing Eddie Hyman. 





Weslaco, Texas.—Harry Simington 
of the engineering department five 
years, and Bob Sheldon with sta- 
tion KRGV six years have entered 
the Naval Reserve forces. Both 

ave received three months pay by 


the station management and will get 
their jobs back. 





aunicago—Caldwell Cline has been 
added to the WBBM-Columbia pro- 


ucer staff, coming in from WWNC, 
Asheville, N.C. 





Longview, Texas—Robert Ferrie 
— the announcing staff of station 
a coming here from WSUI, 
Owa City, Iowa. Replaces Ray 
} hitworth, who joins the staff of sta- 
ton KPLC, Lake Charles, La. 





Houston—Trudy Wood, songstress 


from KTSA, San Antonio, has joined 








So ee 


Grand Prize Beer programs from 
KPRC, Houston. Director and an- 
nouncer of programs is William 
Bryan (husband of Miss Wood) of 
the Rogers-Gano Advertising agency. 





New Haven—WELI lost two en- 
gineers, George Dlugos to control 
staff of WICC, Bridgeport, and Owen 
McCabe to radio manufacturing com- 
pany in Bristol. 





Philadelphia—Harry Schlegel, for- 
mer Brooklyn newspaperman, has 
been named press chief at WPEN. 
He succeeds Ira Walsh, who left to 
head radio division of the Depart- 
ment of Civilian Heulth under the 
Office of Civilian Defense, 





Dallas—Fanny Gibson and her 16 
voice Negro choir, the Jubilaires, 
have returned to radio via KGKO 
for a series of 30-minute broadcasts. 





New York City—News department 
of WOR, Mutual key station in New 
York, has been expanded. Two 
regular members have been added 
to the staff and the news room has 
been enlarged. Two staff additions 
are Arthur Van Horn and Prescott 





Robinson. Dave Driscoll is director 
of news and special events. 

Before joining WOR three months 
ago as a newscaster, Van Horn was 
news editor and announcer. at 
KFRC, Mutual’s outlet in San Fran- 
cisco. Robinson, a newscaster with 
the station since last April, 
previously with CFCF, Montreal. 

Edwin M. Schneeberg, formerly in 
radio dept. of N. W. Ayer, has joined 
the Compton agency in a similar ca- 
pacity. 

san Antonio—Mrs. Pat Moody re- 
placed Elizabeth Wilson in the 
traffic department at KABC. 

A. J. Salabovsky replaces Clyde 
Smith in the KABC continuity de- 
partment. Smith goes to the mer- 
chandising department. 

Jim Ralph, announcer of KABC, 
has joined forces with the Army. 
Was released several months ago 
but was recalled for active service. 





Nashville—‘Big Freddy’ Miller, 
songster, added to WSM_ sstaff. 
Comes from WNAX, Yankton, S. D. 
Raymond Lowery, WLAC engi- 
neer, volunteered as radio tech- 
nician in U. S. Navy. Lowery left 
recently for Connecticut, and his 
place at WLAC was filled by Charles 
Matthews. 





Cincinnati—Jim Fidler, WLW’s 
staff meteorologist for the past year, 
who recently joined Uncle Sam’s 


WETL, Ft. Lauderdale, In Big Jump 





‘From 250 to 10,000 Watts — Other Power Boosts 


was | 








Okayed by FCC Include WMBD, Peoria 


+ 


forces, became an assistant instructor 
in meteorology Thursday (15) at 
Randolph Field, San Antonio. 

Jim Stokes, bass fiddler with the 
Boone County Buccaneers on WLW, 
was inducted into the Army at Fort 
Thomas, Ky., opposite this city, on | 
Jan. 9. He was married Jan. 3 to) 
Gladys Hawkes, non-pro. 

Jack Morton Brown, vocalist with 
Burt Farber’s orch on the Crosley 
staff, is scheduled for early induc- 
tion into the armed forces. 








San Francisco—Harlan Dunning 
has returned to KSFO after a short 
shift at KFRC. Moving over with 
him from KYA is his brother-in-law, 
Bob Bovard. Both announcers. 





Toledo, O. — Bern Young, an- 
nouncer at Station WTOL, Toledo, 
left last week for service with the 
Marine Corps. 





Rochester, N. Y¥.—Gene Zacher, 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

Changes that will make possible 
invasion of the lucrative Miami mar- 
ket were authorized for WFTL, Fort 
Lauderdale, recently, with the FCC 
approving a power jump from 250 
watts to 10 kw. Transmitter will go 
from the 1400 ke stripe to 710, using 
a directional to protect WOR, New 
York, dominant occupant of the 
channel. 

The Commish also handed out 
more favors, but no such immense 
power increases. WINN, Louisville, 
was authorized to increase night 
strength from 100 to 250 watts; 
WHKY, Hickory, N. C., to go from 
250 watts to one kw nights and five 
kw days; WKWK, Wheeling, W. Va., 
from 100 to 250 night and day; 
WSFA Montgomery, Ala., from 500 
watts night and one kw days to five 
kw; and WMBD, Peoria, Ill., from 
one to five kw nights. 





Milwaukee.—Neil Searles is leave 





musical arranger at WHAM, be- 
(Continued on page 54) 


ing WLW, Cincinnati, to return to 
WEMP here as sports and newscaster. 
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34 RADIO REVIEWS VARIETY 
JESSICA DRAGONETTE JERRY WAYNE KING SIZE WEEKLY Fi ll C t 
With Bill Perry, Gus Haenschen, | With Ted Streater’s Orch. With John B. Hughes, Frances Hunt, 4) OW-up ommen»n 
Mixed Chorus Songs Leith Stevens Orch 
30 Mins. 15 Mins.—Local 30 Mins.—Coast Regional 
PET MILK REGENT CIGARETS BEECHNUT CIGARETS 


Saturday, 9:45 p.m. 
WABC-NBC, New York 
(Gardner) 

In the six years that this series 
has been on the air last Saturday 
(17) was the first time that it got a 
New York outlet. With the passing 
years the Pet show has built itself 
up to the status of a staple article 
of musical entertainment, expertly 
produced and_ consistently com- 
pounded of the tunefully pleasant in 
currently popular and standard mu- 
sic. 

Vocal personalities have been 
changed from time to time but the 
policy of the program has hewed 
to the same line: musical fare that is 
familiar and will appeal to the 
woman of the house with everything 
pitched in a easy, restful mood. 

The current singing leads are 
Jessica Dragonette and Bill Perry, 
the former a homey soprano of 
standard persuasion as tar as radio 
listeners are concerned and the 
latter, a romantic tenor who has 
what it takes to beguile the hous- 
frau with a lyrical ditty. The mixed 
chorus is deftly woven into the 
singingfest and Gus MHaenschen, 
whose batoning association with the 
medium dates from away back, 
feeds it to °em in simply orchestrated 
but melodious doses, 

Included in last Saturday’s sales 
copy was a statement that by impli- 
cation gave assurance that if there 
was anything that Americans didn’t 
have to fear it was that of a milk 
shortage. Odec. 


‘LIFE OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’ 
With Prof. Samuel Elliott Morrison, 
Prof. Carl J. Friedrich, Virgil 
Cooke, James Blumgarten, Raiph 
Chester, Robert Owen 
Sustaining 
25 Mins.—Local 
WMEX, Boston 
Little known facts about Benjamin 
Franklin were woven into this pro- 
gram to provide inspiration and at 
the same time propaganda’ in this 
war period. Prof. -Samuel Elliott 
Morrison, student of Colonial his- 
tory, gave a brief interesting resume 
on the life of this Boston-born 
patriot, revealing among other things 
that Franklin made suggestions on 
the development of naval instru- 
ments that were only recently com- 
leted and that he invented a glass 
armonica On which Mozart and 
Beethoven composed some of their 
greatest works. 


Program conducted by Harvard 
University Radio Committee on 
American Defense fell down slightly 
on Rhoda Truax’s fair script on 
Franklin’s life played by members 
of Harvard Dramatic Club and 
Leland Powers School. The drama- 
tization dragged after Prof. Morri- 
son’s movir.g remarks on Franklin. 

Seeond playlet on local Frank- 
liniana proved more interesting by 
being paced better and made good 
closing. Revealed that the hero en- 
dowed Franklin Technical Institute, 
Boston, and all about Boston was 
evidence of his greatness. 

Prof. Carl J. Friedrich, of Harvard 
government department, was master 
of ceremonies. Paul. 


‘SO BIG’ 

With Joan Blain, Betty Jane Tyler, 
Nicholas Joy, Doro Merande, Claire 
Grenville, Eunice Howard, Fleyd 
Buckley, Alfred Hesse, Walter 
Slezack, Gladys Thornton, Jack- 
son Beck, Kingsley Colton, Florence 
Pendleton, Leuis Van _ Rooten, 
Dwight Weist, Jesse Crawford 

15 Mins. 

WHEATIES 

Daily, 9:45 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Knox Reeves) 

Third in ‘Stories America Loves’ 
series for Wheaties (General Mills), 
this Howard Teichman adaptation of 
‘So Big’ provides good radio mate- 
rial. Edna Ferber’s yarn has strong 
characters, provocative situations 
and a wealth of atmospheric color. 
Although it was a best-seller some 15 
Or more years ago, it proves to be 
surprisingly timeless and, above all, 
it has a genuine basic idea. This 
particular story is to run seven 
weeks. 

Scripting retains the 
quality of the original novel to a re- 
markable degree, as judged by sev- 
eral different hearings. Early scenes 
of heroine Selena Peake’s curious 
childhood divided between her nar- 
row-minded aunts and her gambler- 
father were touching and the current 
sequences about her start as the 
country schoolmarm in the Dutch 
immigrant farm community are real- 
istic and moving. 

Joan Blain, title actress on ‘Valiant 
Lady’ for General Mills, sounds 
somewhat mature for Selena, who’s 
currently supposed to be 19, but her 
playing is reasonably convincing. 
Few others have had sufficiently re- 
warding scenes to stand out. Rikel 
Kent’s direction is exacting and 
nicely paced, and Jesse Crawford's 
musical cues tie the scenes deftly. 
Wilda Kinkle gssists Kent, Dwight 
Weist announces, William Brown 
handles sound and Frank Summers is 
at the dials. 

Commercials are unusually brief, 
yet get across the idea that Wheaties 
provide an effort-saving breakfast. 
In general, ‘Stories America Loves’ 
is continuing to improve. Hobe. 


flavor and | 


M-T-W, 10:30 p.m. 
WOR, New York 
(Hackett) ; 
While Jerry Wayne, baritone re- 





| cently with Bobby Byrne's orchestra, | 


shows a lot of possibilities as a soloist, 
his talents didn’t get much chance in 
this badly paced quarter hour. He’s 
| essentially a ballad singer, but when 
caught teed up a wobbly rhythmic 
interpretation of ‘Devil and Deep Blue 
Sea’ for a slightly sour opening. His 
phrasing and style got better as the 
tune wore on, but not until the sec- 
ond try on ‘Ev'rything I Love did 
he sound at ease. ‘In My Solitude, 
closer, was also well done. 

Ted Straeter’s band provides ca- 
pable support, but its work sounds 
thin, though he may be using only 
a small combination. It got one try 
on its own this session, ‘a nicely 
worked arrangement of ‘How About 
You.’ 

Commercials are too lengthy and 
pounding for a quarter hour. 

Wood. 


‘LET’S SEE ALL THE AMERICAS’ 
With Bob Ripley, B. A. Rolfe, 

D’Artega, Serita Herrera 
Talk, Songs, Orchestra 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Saturday, 10 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

One of the more entertainingly 
contrived goodwill builders. The 
Blue Network is producing it in co- 
operation with the Co-ordinator of 
Latin- American Relations (the 
Rockefeller Committee) and _ the 
combination has done especially well 
in blending informative items that 
tickle the curiosity as well as the 
intellect with the more ingratiating 
rhythms and melodies of Latin- 
American composers. D’Artega, who 
officiates with the baton, does a 
crack job at interpretation of these 
very same rhythms and melodies. 

With Bob Ripley it’s his stand- 
ardized routine at ‘believe-it-or-nots’ 
but with the geographical source of 
his anecdotes limited to the Central 
and South American countries. The 
assortment on the initial broadcast 
(17) of this series contained a high 
quality of human interest and fac- 
tual pablum and it aptly carried out 
the series’ objective, namely, that 
there is much in the historical, com- 
mercial and cultural backgrounds of 
our neighbors to the south that not 
only implies distinct achievement 
and prestige but has served as the 
source of many things that we con- 
sider native to the United States. 
Most of the data is presented in nar- 
rative form, and occasionally an an- 
ecdotal bit is highlighted by dra- 
matic treatment. The story of the 
discovery of quinine in Peru proved 
exceptionally interesting. 

The presence of B. A. Rolfe on 
this particular series might furnish 
Ripley with an addition for his li- 
brary of ‘believe-it-or-nots.’ Here’s 
a band leader who has been brought 
into the program for the primary 
purpose of introducing another band 
leader’s numbers. Odec. 


"| *TEN-TWO-FOUR RANCH’ 


With Dick Foran, Martha Mears, The 

Pepper Rangers 
15 Min.—Local 
' Transcription 
DR. PEPPER BOTTLING CO. 
M-W-F, 5:15 p. m. 

WOAT, San Antonio 
(Benton & Bowles) 

The Dr. Pepper Bottling Co. of 
Dallas is airing this new series over 
128 stations, placed by its new agen- 
cy, Benton & Bowles. Title is de- 
rived from sales urge to ‘Drink a 
bite to eat at 10 o’clock, 2 o’clock and 
4 o’clock.” Hence the Ten-Two-Four 
Ranch. Dick Foran is represented 
as the foreman of tle ranch and 
turns in a nice job as m.c. and an- 
nouncer as well as vocalizing with 
the Rangers. 

There is a thread of a story inter- 
woven between the various songs 
which sounds Hollywoodish but is 
; plausible. Foran and the cowboys 
of the ranch await the arrival of 
| their new owner of the ranch, which 
is a female. They decorate the bunk- 
house with curtains and flowers and 
await the arrival of the ‘picklepuss 
old maid’ which they plan to meet 
with a royal western welcome. 


Peggy Pepper (Martha Mears) 
drops in and hears the boys singing 
and they tell her what plans they 
have made to meet the new owner 
of the ranch and what they plan on 
doing to her, giving her a bucking 
bronco with cockleburrs on his sad- 
dle blankét, putting horned toads 
under her blankets. She reveals at 
end of program that she is new 
owner. 


Miss Mears and the Rangers open 
and close program with a special 
set of lyrics: to the music of ‘Oh, 
Susanna.” 

Production, pacing and timing are 
first rate. Andy. 











Ralph Sayres in Navy 
Ralph Sayres, formerly sales man- 
ager of KYW, Philadelphia, has re- 
turned to the Navy. 
He is a radio instructor at Floyd 
Bennett Field, N. Y. 





Friday, 8:30 p.m. 
KFI-NBC, Hollywood 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 

Cross section of a dozen programs, 

past and present, this trial balloon 
along the Coast for P. Lorillard 
won't soar te great heights. Pattern 
is slightly dog-eared from oOver-use, 
and the various facets of the format 
have been previously exposed with 
much more lustre. Identical idea, 
even to the numbered pages of a 
mythical newsmag, was dropped sev- 
eral years ago by Mobiloil to get out 
from under a score of imitators. 
Here it is again, with only the music 
of Leith Stevens to compensate for 
the half hour spent at the set. 
Just what prompted Sam Pierce, 
headman on the Coast for Lennen & 
Mitchell and producer-announcer of 
the program, to come up with John 
B. Hughes as emcee (here he’s 
called editor-in-chief) must be his 
secret. Dignified ard professorial in 
his conduct as a war analyst on the 
Don Lee network, he ill fits here. He 
is lacking in the dash, sparkle and 
occasional bon mot so standard to 
the equipment of the successful 
emcee. His delivery is no different 
from his commentary on the war 
and there the piece gets a load 
rather than a lift. It was a case of 
bad casting for the lead, and Pierce 
had but to walk through any of the 
network studios to find a far better 
choice. Hughes gets in his comment 
on the war dnd that’s his groove. 


Program is invested with a neat 
musical mounting by Leith Stevens, 
who takes this assignment in stride. 
He has long been doing ‘Big Town’ 
and knows how to build mood and 
suspense. Given his own spot, he 
came through with three of his own 
arrangements that reflected fine 
musicianship and notable handling 
a small group. He also gave 
yeoman aid to Frances Hunt on the 
accompaniment. 
For his initial spin, Pierce chose to 
dramatize and narrate such un- 
oddities in the news as ‘It Could 
Only Happen in Hollywood’ (with 
the usual touch), the Chicago dame 
who beat up a burglar, the volun- 
teers at a listening post who saved a 
plane from crashing, award to a 
Coast hero, and a few other hashed- 
over items. Last couple of minutes 
are given over to a broadcast of 
latest news bulletins. Program has 
a contest “in which candid camera- 
fiends are asked to submit pictures 
in which a pack of Beechnut ciggies 
is the main theme. And there’s also 
a plea for suggestions. 

n fact, what hasn’t this program 
got that a dozen others atts teas 

elm. 


EARL GODWIN 

News Roundup 

15 Mins. 

LIBBY-OWENS-FORD 

Saturdays, 5:45 p.m. 

NBC-WEAF, New York 
(Fuller & Smith & Ross) 

Wand fell on Earl Godwin, NBC’s 
Washington analyst, on Saturday 
(17) to inaugurate this new news 
roundup. Idea is that NBC news 
chief Abe Schechter each week will 
choose the web’s reporter in that city 
of the world where the most impor- 
tant events have happened during 
the previous seven days to discuss 
them and international news in gen- 
eral. Ben Grauer does the introduc- 
tion and commercial from New York. 

Program appears to be a fair idea 
on paper but was pretty dull as it 
came off this time. It was just a lot 
of rehash of news that Godwin him- 
self and other NBC commentators, 
as well as all the newspapers, had 
been serving up all week. And stale 
news is seldom a delectable dish. 

Only thing, of course, to save such 
a program would be lots more back- 
ground material. That’s not very 
practical, however, when all the ma- 
jor events of a very eventful world 
have to be at least mentioned in one 
15-minute broadcast. It’s also pretty 
difficult to give background without 
a research library—and NBC’s hap- 
pens to be in Radio City, not in 
| Singapore, London, Batavia or even 
Washington. 

Allowing the reporter to give a 
more personalized view of the events 
he himself saw or was close to might 
prove a more entertaining idea. 

There’s only one commercial—at 
the beginning—and that is pleasantly 
brief. Herb. 


‘UNLIMITED HORIZONS’ 

With Patrick McGeehan, Hans Con- 
reid, Gayne Whitman, Jack Ed- 
wards, Sr., Norman Field, Hal Gir- 
ard, Joe Duval, Gleria Holden, 
Franklin Bingman, Charles Dant 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 11:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
Dramatic series being presented by 

NBC in cooperation with the Leland 

Stanford University medical school, 

hits the bullseye by being both en- 

tertaining and informative. Chapter 
heard Friday night (16) was tabbed 

‘Science Battles Poliomyelitis’ and 

made engrossing. illuminating drama. 

Dr. Edwin W. Schyiltz’s research to 

find a cure and prevention of in- 

fantile paralysis. 

Script is in the form of narration 
of dramatization, with Dr. Schultz 
explaining his work to his various] 





One Manhattan band leader has 
formed the air habit of dedicating at 
least one number nightly to ‘the 
Allies all over the world who are 
fighting for you and me.’ That ‘you 
oa me’ is just asking for trouble, 
because some night someone on the 
floor is going to holler back, ‘So why 
don’t you drop that thing: and pick 
up a rifle?’ 





‘Hatred’ was the theme of the 
Town Hall forum last week, with 
Stanley High defending ‘charity’ and 
Gen. Reilley dryly holding that it 
didn’t hurt a soldier to think his en- 
emies were less than charming. The 
general had a fine scorn for modern- 
day ‘morale’ officers, morale being 
something that in former wars took 
care of itself. The program man- 
aged to| be fairly interesting, al- 
though the war will cramp the style 
of forums. That’s an easy guess. 





WABC has switched its all-night 
program from pop to concert re- 
cordings. Not only does it give the 
station ample opportunity to plug 
Columbia discs, but as far as this 
department knows it marks the first 
time any New York station has ven- 
tured classical music from 1 a.m. to 
dawn. The war, not commercial ac- 
counts, is evidently the reason this 
CBS key continues.to go around the 
clock. Both WEAF and WJZ with- 
drew from the early hour parade 
about a week ago. 





Gary Cooper, Joan Leslie and Wal- 
ter Brennan guested Sunday night 
(18) on the Gulf-Screen Guild show 
in Charles Taswell’s adaptation from 
Jesse Lasky’s ‘Sergeant York.’ Yarn 
seemed too comprehensive for con- 
densation into 25 minutes or less, so 
the radio version was thin and sket- 
chy. With only vague outlines to 
work with, Cooper and Miss Leslie 
gave merely character impressions, 
while Brennan’s part was too brief 
to register. Apart from timeliness 
of the subject matter, it was a weak 
show. 





Dinah Shore has found the proper 
formula for her Sunday night song 
program on the Blue (WJZ) for 
Bristol-Meyers. She warmed the 
kilocycles particularly this week (18) 
with throbbing version of ‘Sunday’ 
and ‘Everything I Love.’ Commer- 
cial copy for Minit-Rub and Sal- 
Hepatica was agreeably terse and 
persuasive. Main plug ran only 40 
seconds. Continuity on the show is 
kinda cute, though perilously near 
coyness. Von Zell handles his share 
of cuteness acceptably. 





One of those whimsical record 
jockeys opened a scheduled seven- 
hour session Friday night at 1 a.m. 
with the playing of an ‘Elmer’s Tune’ 
recording. At 1:06 a.m. he told a 
joke about being a composer, ex- 
plaining that he’d written ‘The Lost 
Chord’ because somebody ‘stole my 
wood.” Then he remarked, ‘That’s 
what you'll hear if you stay tuned to 
this program.’ 





Ingrid Bergman gave a spiffy per- 
formance Friday night (16) on the 
Kate Smith program via CBS. Play- 
ing the lead in a potent drama by 
Jean Holloway, the actress had to 
carry the piece virtually on her own. 
It was projected via first-person nar- 
ration, with a number of flashbacks, 
offering ample scope for mood tran- 
sitions. Orson Welles, guesting on 
the show from Hollywood, read an 
allegorical piece about the present 
struggle between democracy and 
fascism. Delighting in using his 
voice theatrically, the bit was vivid. 
Olivia de Havilland also guested 
briefly on the show from the Coast. 





Jane Wyatt, guesting Friday night 
(16) on ‘Dark Fantasy’ over NBC- 
Red (WEAF) from WKY, Oklahoma 
City, gave a varied and believable 
performance in an eerie drama, 
‘Debt from the Past,’ by Scott 
Bishop. Like others of this author’s 
works, the piece had an intriguing 
supernatural twist, which wasn’t 
marred by an attempt to explain it. 





Helen Hayes sounded realistically 
girlish Sunday night (18) in the part 
of the young secretary-lead in a 
briefie of Samson Raphaelson’s ro- 
mantic comedy, ‘Accent on Youth,’ 
via CBS. Star created a full-dimen- 
sioned character of the heroine and 
built skillfully to the two big 
speeches, the somewhat hackneyed 
resignation scene and the return to 
the jilted playwright. Play was some- 





assistants in the Stanford medical 
school, while they clarify it for the 
listener by comment and description 
of what he’s doing, with rudimertary 
questions requiring his clarification. 
It’s all presented with an expert sense 
of theatrical values and skill in shed- 
ding light on an enormously com- 
plex subject. Production is good and 
the performances direct and clear. 
Arnold Marquis writes and directs, 
and Charles Dant provides the illus- 





trative musical backgrounds. 
It’s an excellent show. Hobe. 





what warped in adaptation, as the 
emphasis was twisted from the play. 
wright to the secretary, but it re. 
mained agreeable sentimental taffy. 
Walter Greaza sounded youngish for 
the 5l-year-old playwright, but his 
playing was acceptable. Part of the 
fatuous young actor was neatly 
handled. 





Will R. Manier, Jr., narrator of 
‘American Fanfare’ heard late Fri- 
days over WSM, Nashville, has 
flawed diction and monotone pitch. 
Subject matter’ dealing with little 
known episodes in the history of the 
United States Navy was well written. 





‘One Man’s Family’ offered an un- 
even but at times genuinely engaging 
show Sunday night (18) on NBC. 
Red (WEAF)... Author Carlton E. 
Morse has more continuity than most 
writers of half-hour evening drama, 
so his lead-in synopsis is apt to be 
confusingly long. He also uses so 
many characters in each installment 
that a casual listener has difficulty 
clarifying them. On the particular 
stanza caught he devoted consider- 
able script to a discussion of the 
Army Air Service, obviously primed 
by the Government and ingeniously 
woven into the story. Largely be- 
cause of that, the current plot action 
remained virtually motionless during 
most of the chapter, but came brisk- 
ly to life at the close. Characters on 
the show are lifelike and the dialog 
is remarkably skillful. In general, 
it’s an ingratiating series, with the 
Tenderleaf commercial at the close 
an integral part. 





Ernst Winkler, survivor of an al- 
most incredible series of Nazi re- 
finements of torture was telling the 
U.S.A. about it on ‘We, the People’ 
last week. His presence and the 
imagination-freezing detail of Ges- 
tapo animalism constituted a jolt 
that the squeamish wouldn't fancy. It 
illustrated how far radio has gone 
since Dec. 7. Terrific expose of the 
Capone mob of Berlin. 





‘The Reliable Jubilee Quartet,’ 
broadcasting a 15-minute afternoon 
program from WATL, Atlanta, over 
Mutual, was tabbed three or four 
times as singing spirituals and other 
numbers of the Southern ‘darkies.’ 
Use of the latter term sounded odd 
on a network show. The Jubilee four 
sing smoothly in straight fashion as 
well as with several of the trick ef- 
fects used by modern colored quar- 
tets. Their breath control is excel- 
lent, as must be the case for this 
type of warbling. Last week’s an- 
nouncer, possessed of a deep voice 
and displaying little accent, was on 
the beam all the way. 





Phil Harris and his band now waft 
into New York via WJZ, and it’s a 
subdued Harris compared to a year 
ago when he was coming through on 
Mutual. The comedy ad libbing and 
verbal hi-jinks with the announcer 
are gone. The loss is one that the 
Blue might well permit Harris to 
rectify for he is not unskilled at 
comedy. In fact, up to now this has 
always helped him stand away from 
the routine band half-hour and pro- 
vided his network with a useful 30- 
minute sustainer. 





Pat O’Brien turned in a straight- 
away performance Friday night (16) 
as guest in Charles Martin’s adapta- 
tion of ‘Angels over Broadway’ on 
the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse,’ via 
CBS. Alice Frost gave a clear-cut 
portrayal as the phony Russian 
dancer, while Hugh Marlowe (un- 
billed) was satisfactory in a quickly- 
fading part of a souse playwright. 
Story line wavered a bit toward the 
half-way mark as the principal 
characters were crowded from the 
center of action, but the piece ended 
effectively. Martin’s production was 
articulate, but it seems a mistake to 
have him present the title and star 
of the show immediately after the 
announcer has revealed both items. 
If Martin is to be in the script, the 
announcer shouldn’t tip his lines in 
advance. 





Elisabeth Bergner, guesting Sunday 
night (18) on the ‘Keep ‘Em Rolling’ 
program over Mutual for the OEM, 
gave a plausible performance as a 
combatively terrified German refu- 
gee in Bernard C. Schoenfeld’s origi- 
nal, ‘In This Strange Land.’ Playlet, 
along the lines of the ‘Free Com- 
pany’ piece in which George M. Co- 
han and Paul Henried clicked last 
summer on CBS, dealt with the 
young girl’s fright at the various 
friendly Americans, whom she be- 
lieves are spying on her. It changed 
form about midway from second 
person narration-into-dramatization 
to a straight drama, thereby losing 
a certain individuality. Yarn was 
also not fully resolved, but gave Miss 
Bergner a couple of fair scenes and 
helped put across the idea of what 
the present war is about. Jean Sa- 
blon, also guesting on the show, sang 
‘My Sister and I’ and ‘Madelon’ in 
his familiar style, and Pierre Van 
Paassen discussed with m.c. Clifton 
Fadiman the underground warfare 
being waged against the Nazis in the 
occupied countries. 
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3 From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: The Ford program cancellation— 
—priorities—what happens to forums under censorship—constant in- 
trigue for big jobs in shortwave—spreading fear of time demands and 
multiple-network hookups by war effort agencies—Fred Allen’s trans- 
fer to Sunday night—Jack Benny’s absence from Jello, because of 
Carole Lombard’s death—and how dull the fill-in was. 


dp dp hh 
ree 





: 








Edward R. Murrow, CBS’ chief European correspondent who is cur- | 


rently on a lecturing tour, has been given a plaque by his fraternity, Kappa 
Sigma, naming him the ‘man of the year’. ...Jack Haley has been inquiring 


among comedy writers about the preparation of a script that he could use : 


for auditioning purposes. 

American Television Society held the first of a series of bi-monthly 
juncheons Friday (16) at the Woodstock hotel, N. Y....Speakers were 
Thomas Hutchinson, formerly NBC and now Ruthrauff & Ryan, and Ira 
Hirschman, of Bloomingdale’s. 

Roger Forster, WNEW announcer, doing the spieling on the ‘Mary Marlin’ 
serial as an outside free-lance assignment....Kay Lorraine, who does a 
Sunday afternoon series on WNEW, recording six numbers with Henry 
Levine’s orchestra, for World Broadcasting....Sam Cuff, commentator on 
the NBC recorded ‘Face of the War’ series, authored book for spring pub- 
lication by Julian Messner, Inc....It will be illustrated by James Mc- 
Naughton and Peter Barker, of the NBC television staff....Wally Duncan, 
WNEW sales v.p., to become a father early this summer....When George 
Coulouris goes to Washington for the special performance Sunday (25) of 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ his title part on ‘Bulldog Drummond’ will be played 
by Martin Gabel, who subbed in the same role on a previous occasion when 
Coulouris was ill. 

Sun oil renewed Lowell Thomas on NBC-Blue as of Jan. 26....George 
Brooks, WNEW news announcer, took four-day rest at Lakewood.... 
Georgie Hunter, vaudeville and nitery comic, doing new variety series, 
‘Hunter’s the Name,’ Tuesday nights on WMCA....Show replaces ‘Carriage 
Trade Supper Club’....Old Gold moving the Herbert Marshall-Bert 
Wheeler show from 7-7:30 p.m. Mondays to 8-8:30 p.m. Fridays, effective 
with the renewal, Jan. 30... .Cliff Corbett, WNEW engineer has resigned to 
enter the service....David R. Schwartz, former gag writer, is now scripting 
dramatic programs....His ‘Tall, Dark ‘and Hungry’ was aired last week on 
‘Manhattan at Midnight’ and another yarn, ‘If I Should Die,’ has been 
bought for ‘Silver Theatre’....Schwartz is also dickering for a picture deal 
for ‘If I Should Die’....This Sunday (25) is the finale for the Victor 
McLaglen-Edmund Lowe series for Mennen....Dorothy Kilgallen’s ‘Voice 
of Broadway’ series now heard Tuesday and Thursday nights, instead of 
Tuesday nights and Saturday mornings....Paul Stewart back from the 
Coast....‘Manhattan at Midnight’ renewed as of tonight (Wednesday).... 
Mrs. Elizabeth Reeves, adwoman-novelist of Knox Reeves agency, in town 
from Minneapolis last week....Sarah Rehm Rogers back as vocalist with 
the ‘Musical Steelmakers’ after three-year absence. 


Lever Bros. bought the exclusive (for soap sponsors) radio rights for 
Sonovox....Sterling products (Dr. Lyons toothpaste) has renewed ‘Man- 
hattan Merry-Go-Round’ as of Feb. 1....Dick McDonagh authoring ‘Down 
Mexico Way,’ a variety series slated to start late in February on NBC- 
Red....American Home Products renewed ‘Easy Aces’ (Anacin) and ‘Mr. 
Keen, Tracer of Lost persons’ (Kolynos toothpaste), effective yesterday 
(Tuesday)....Libby-Owens-Ford started bankrolling a news roundup this 
week on NBC-Red at 5:45-6 p.m. Sundays, with Ben Grauer handling the 
New York mike assignment... .‘What’s New at the Zoo?’ returning to the 
1:30 p.m. Sundays on CBS, so ‘Jones and I’ continues Saturday morning. 


Ionized yeast dropping John J. Anthony’s ‘Helping Hand’ series from the 
daily 3-3:15 spot on CBS and B. T. Babbitt is taking it over for a repeat of 
‘David Harum’.... Various sustainers will succeed Vick’s ‘News for Women’ 
series 3:15-3:30 p.m. daily on CBS... .‘Outdoors with Bob Edge’ folds from 
the Tuesday evening spot on CBS....Jerry Rice, scripter of ‘Hobby Lobby,’ 
now authoring the continuity for Dinah Shore’s Sunday night series for 
Bristol-Myers....Harmon Nelson produces the show....Program shuffle 
on CBS this week has ‘Big Town’ going into the second half-hour being 
dropped by Major Bowes, at 9:30 Thursday nights, opposite Bing Crosby.... 
‘Meet Mr. Meek,’ formerly heard at 7:30 Wednesday nights, moves back to 
the 8 o’clock spot that night being vacated by ‘Big Town,’ while Kay 
Thompson and Company’ moves from Saturday morning into the 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday spot vacated by ‘Mr. Meek’....Nila Mack’s ‘Let’s Pretend’ 
moves from early Saturday afternoon to 11:30 that morning....Sandra and 
Peter Michael have joined the Radio Writers Guild....So has Carl 
Bixby... .William Murphy, formerly a CBS staff writer, appointed assist- 
ant director in the network’s production department. 

Robert M. Scholle, formerly with the E. T. Howard agency and before 


Adolph The Deadbeat 


San Antonio, Jan. 20. 

Radio station KTSA will air 
a quarter hour transcribed pro- 
gram every Saturday evening 
titled “You Can’t Do Business 
with Hitler.’ 

Programs are being tran- 
scribed and being given to vari- 
ous stations requesting them by 
the Office of Emergency Man- 
agement. 











Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 20. 
WHAM goes on 24-hour a day 
schedule for ‘the duration.’ Idea is 
that jittery folk who hear some- 
thing unusual in the night can tune 


in for reassurance or facts on any 
actual occurrence, 


Shift will mean only four extra 


7 hours as net programs are available 


until 1 a.m. and 5 to 6 a.m. spot al- 
ready had been lined up. Dick 
Toole, part-time announcer, joins 
staff to handle the night hours and 
new technician will be added. 

Maintenance crew at the trans- 
mitter station near Victor, N. Y., 
will take care of that end. 


WHAM 24 HOURS | 
FOR DURATION 


Case for Commercials Frankly Summed 


Up on Local San Francisco Program 





POOR RICHARD DINERS | some. 


$565,000 POORER NOW 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 

Dorcthy Lamour and Una Merkel 
proved to be a couple of livewire 
bond salesmen at the Poor Richard 
Club’s 37th annual banquet Friday 
night (16) at the Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel. After the two cinema ladies 
got through with their spiel for de- 
fense bonds, the guests at the dinner 
bought $565.000 worth. 

Theme of the club’s celebration 
this year was ‘freedom of the press’ 





with its annual gold medal of 
achievement going to Walter M. 
Dear, president of the American 


Newspaper Publishers’ Association. 

A tableau tagged ‘Radio Voices of 
Philadelphia’ was presented by an- 
nouncers from WIP, WCAU, WFIL 
and WIP. Music was written by 
Clay Boland with music by S. Bick- 
ley Reichner. 

Among others entertaining were 
Bugs Baer, Otto Soglow, Robert Rip- 
ley, Joe Laurie, Jr., Lucy Monroe, 
Gloria Marcus, and the Charioteers. 

Radio guests included Neville 
Miller, of N.A.B.; Roy C. Witmer, of 








that sales manager of WQXR, New York, has joined the sales staff of | 


WOV, where he will concentrate on national business....Herbert Landon 
has been appointed publicity and promotion director of WOV. 


Leonard Bush, Compton agency, to Florida to convalesce from pneu- | 


monia....Dick Dunn and Dick Bunbury, of N. W. Ayer, dividing the duties | 


of Bob Mortenson, who left to join the Office of Facts and Figures.... 
Theodor Haig WQXR announcer, guests a pianist Sunday (25) on Sigmund 


Spaeth’s ‘Meet the American Composer’ program on that station. ...Charles | 


Martin is dickering with Bette Davis for the Feb. 13 guest date on the 
Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’... .If she declines the assignment, Walter Huston 


gets the nod, otherwise he’ll guest the following week (20)....Brian Don- 
levy will be the guest this Friday night (23), Raft next week (30) and 
Merle Oberon the following week (6)....Procter & Gamble’s new series 


Starting Friday night (23) will be called ‘The Ransom Sherman Show’ be- 
cause of uncertainty about the rights to the ‘Hap Hazard’ title. 

Howard Breslin sold a story to Argosy mag....Knowles Entrikin has 
wound up his five-week stint as substitute scripter of ‘David Harum,’ with 
John DeWitt back on the assignment... .Nick Keesely, of N. W. Ayer, back 
from Florida vacation....Don Cope, director of the Prudential show, in 
Wickersham hospital after an appendectomy....Jack Hurdle, already 
directing ‘Lincoln Highway’ and ‘Kate Hopkins,’ subbing for him on the 
insurance stanza....John Drew Deveraux, of ‘Life with Father,’ added to 
Second Husband’ cast. . ..Mildred Fenton, Bates agency daytime program 
head, hospitalized with back ailment....Marty Glickman subbing on WHN 
Sports shows during Dick Fishell’s vacation in Florida....Jack Roche, of 
N. W. Ayer, starts another term Feb. 4 with his radio writing course at 
New York University. ...He’ll again hold classes in the agency’s studio. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Tue RADIo TrapE 1s Discussinc: The Jack Benny negotiations, with 
the experts predicting that he’ll stay with General Foods—The impend- 
ing upheaval at NBC—Suggestions by government agencies that an- 
nouncements be woven into the continuity of variety shows rather 
than being spotted. 

Dick Mack, producer of Sealtest comedy show, spiked rumors of an 
fe, fold by booking his guest talent through February....Kay Jordan, 
 Aipaeed of ‘Fibber and Molly,’ pulled a sneak on them by auditioning 
nao Parts On two NBC serials, ‘I Love a Mystery’ and ‘Vance and Lila’— 
oe a ne both....J. Walter Thompson and NBC made a press junket 
tg Chase & Sanborn origination at Stockton for the Charlie McCarthy 
-Martial jJast Sunday....First guester on Arch Oboler’s morale series 
One’, Sovernment over NBC Feb. 1 will be Olivia de Havilland. It'll 
8inate in New York....Meredith Willson taking time out between 
ae House broadcasts to guest-conduct the Frisco symphony Feb. 6 

7 in his Original tone-poem, ‘The Jervis Bay Goes Down’....Nelson 





| base rate is $290... 


others, 





NBC; T. C. Streibert, of Mutual; 
William C. Gittinger, of CBS. 








WAYS Joins Blue Web 


WAYS, Charlotte, N. C., becomes 
part of the southeastern group of the 
Blue Network today (Wednesday). 

It’s a comparatively new outlet. 


Roy L. Albertson, owner of 
WBNY, Buffalo, has been chosen 
chairman of Buffalo Rationing 
Board. 








Eddy does a solo playback on Chase & Sanborn airer Jan. 25, while 
Abbott and Costello are resting up in Florida....Leslie Atlass due in 
from Chicago to talk over a new format for Gene Autry’s ‘Melody Ranch’ 
with Danny Danker and John U. Reber of the Thompson agency...Jack 
Benny will say ‘Jell-O Again’ from New York Feb. 1 and 8, and from 
Great Lakes Nava] Training Station Feb. 15....Edward R. Murrow in 
town for a lecture series in these environs....Manny Manheim shifted 
from the writing battery on Sealtest to Ballantine’s “Three Ring Time’.... 
Paul Monroe in town to line up the aircraft industry as sponsors of the 
Treasury Hour. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Tue Rapro TrapE Is Discusstnc: KSFO’s delay in finding a new home 
—how splitting the Red and Blue has butched up Al Nelson’s long- 
laid plans for the new NBC building—that Cal-Pack buy on CBS— 
Martha Tilton’s visit to record for Pabco—the third anniversary of the 
Kirkwood-Harris Breakfast Club show on KFRC and why it has never 
had a Hollywood tumble—The new KQW rate card. 





Art Feldman, Abe Schechter’s aide and producer of ‘News of the World,’ 
in town to jack up NBC’s Far Eastern pick-ups and co-ordinate N. Y. and 
Frisco war coverage....local operation ‘comparable to New York’ is his 
objective, which presumably means two-way contacts, etc....CBS week- 
day ‘World Today’ show reportedly sold to United Fruit....Martha Tilton 
here to wax a series of Brisacher-Davis shows at Photo & Sound for Pabco. 
....five-minute discs will spin thrice-weekly on 20 stations.... first time 
name talent has been imported to Frisco for this purpose....also proved 
a break for locals, NBC announcer Archie Presby drawing the mike chore 
with Dick Aurandt and Lyle Daniels on the musical end Brisacher- 
Davis also doing a quarter-hour daytime show for Pabco which breaks in 
March in 11 western states....it’s tabbed ‘The House Next Door’ and uses 


KGO’s top home economist, Ann Holden .KPO-Red’s ‘Dr. Kate’ show 
celebrates its fourth year on the air (26)....Upton Close, NBC com- 
mentator, to Oregon State College, Corvallis, for a lecture (4)....will pipe 
his Feb. 5 commentary to the Blue from Portland....CBS Coast Sales 


Chief Art Kemp leaves for New York (23) to tell the story of the web’s 
new coverage via KQW, KROY, KARM....and incidentally, he'll try to 
peddle a coupla shows....Paul Gale, NBC Hollywood traffic mgr, in for a 
visit.... After presenting Gilbert and Sullivan as a regular Sunday feature 
for eight years, KYA is starting all over with a new programmed series, 


scripted by Lenn Curley so that settings and every line of dialog will be | 


worked between the records just as though the show were coming from a 
theatre....new series starts (25) and runs 90 mins. a week....Jack Kirk- 
wood, Frisco’s top air comic, flabbergasted by his check from CBS for 
pinch-hitting for the star on a web show originated here... .it was exactly 
scale, not a cent over. Frank Oxarart has left KSFO to join the 
sales staff Bill Slocum, Jr., back to New York, leaving the new CBS 
news room and listening bureau in charge of Bill Homan KGO-KPO 
helping the paper-saving campaign by single-spacing program sked: 
saves 500 sheets a day Claude L. McCue new AFRA secretary here 
Trade discussing KQW’s new rate card, issued almost before the ink 
was dry on the first sked under the new CBS affiliation New nitetime | 
Card just ahead of it carried $320 figure CBS Palace 
Hotel newsroom and listening bureau is now described as ‘the finest in- 
stallation outside of New York,’ by web officials....Here for the polish- | 
ing process are Bill Gerber, head of shortwave listening service for CBS, 
Les Bowman, 


| 


IN CHICAGO... 


Hal Makelim is enlarging his program production offices and has Fred 
Levings to handle publicity. 

Todd Hunter handling daily news shot for John Harrington, who is on 
vacation....Bill Anson will do an off-the-cuff gab program for Triangle 
restaurants, tagged ‘What’s Cookin’?’....Bob Elson ‘Sports Forecast’ reel 
due to be released by the middle of February....WMAQ and WENR co- 
operating with Chicago Daily Times in second annual ‘Mile O’Dimes’ cam- 
paign to raise coin for Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, with broadcasts 
daily over each station. 

Max Murphy, formerly with the Milwaukee Sentinel, has joined the 
news staff at WBBM....Dick Wells now handling announcing duties on 
‘Stepmother’ show and Frank Berrens has new role of ‘Dr. Graham’ in the 
same production....Helen Oppegard shifted from WBBM news to con- 
tinuity staff....Jack Van Volkenberg recouping after tough cold siege.... 
Since he is now head of the WBBM gratis technical school for radio and 
telegraph operators, Columbia-WBBM chief engineer Frank Faiknor is 
being greeted by his colleagues as ‘Dean Falknor.’ 


KQW | 


San Francisco, Jan. 20. 
Jewelers is noted for 
candid commercials, but is set a 
new mark with copy used on the 
| Art Linkletter ‘What Do You Think?’ 
show last week. Went something 
like this: 

‘People sometimes complain about 
commercial announcements. This 
program costs $10 a minute. We 
spend only three of those minutes 
reading announcements you may 
consider a bore and a nuisance. In 
return for giving us your attention 
for those three minutes we give you 
$270 worth of entertainment. In 
every group there are renegades, but 
it is only through these commercial 
announcements that it is possible to 
maintain the free American system 
of broadcasting.’ 


Quickie Blurbs 
(34 Seconds) For 


Beeman’s Gum 


American Chicle Co. is introduc- 
ing the shortest transcribed annouce- 
ment yet devised. The blurbs, plug- 
ging Beeman’s Pepsin gum, will run 
three and a half seconds. The sched- 
ules, being offered through the Grant 
agency, call for 10 announcements a 
day, six days a week over a period 
of 13 weeks. The requirements are 
that they be aired three each during 
the morning, afternoon and night 
and one at noon. In the event a sta- 
tion found by Saturday night that it 
hadn’t run off its entire week's quota 
it would be okay to broadcast the 
balance on Sunday. 

For the second 13-week cycle the 
account proposes to hike the run- 
ning time of the Beeman blurbs to 
seconds, which is the average time 
consumed by chainbreak announce- 
ments. The three and a half second 
announcements entail the quoting 
of a special date by stations, since 
none of them provides for such con- 
tingencies on their rate cards. The 
agency figures that it can place such 
transcriptions at a third the chain- 
break rate. The station is permitted 
to use its own discretion in the spot- 


| ting of the blurbs. 














| WNEW, NEW YORK CITY, 
| RAISES RATES . 357 


' 


New rate card was issued last 
week by WNEW, New York, to be- 
come effective Feb. 15. Revised 


rates are approximately 35% higher, 
explained in a circular to agencies 
and sponsors as due to the station's 

boost from 5,000 to 10,000 
and shift to a clear channel at 
1130 ke. 

Under the new schedule, the Class 
A rates (5:30-11 p.m. weekdays, 1-11 
p.m. Sundays) are $645 for one hour, 


power 


watt 


| $387 half-hour, $258 quarter-hour, 
$50 for one-minute announcement, 

| $35 for 50 words. These are gross 
rates. Besides the usual consecutive 
weekly and general announcement 
discounts, the station announces the 
addition of a weekly dollar volume 
discount from 5% to 15%, according 
to the sponsor’s weekly billing. 


Contracts up to a maximum of 52 
weeks before the new card 
becomes effective Feb. 15 will be ac- 
cording to the present rate schedule, 


signed 


chief engineer, coast division, Fox Case of Hollywood and Clarksville Tenne e 
’ ssee, 


Now on Mutual Web 


Station WJZM, Clarksville, Tenn, 
| has joined the Mutual network. Ont- 
| let operates on 1400 ke., with 250 
watts power. Another newcomer to 
| the Mutual lineup, effective Feb. 1, 
| will be WAYS, Charlotte, N. C., op- 
| erating on 610 ke. and 1000 watts. 
| Two additions will bring the total 

number of Mutlal affiliates to 196. 


| ‘Listen America,’ a 16 mm. sound 
| film showing the operation of Sta- 

tions WHK-WCLE, Cleveland, and 
| WHKC, Columbus, has been booked 
|for more than 36 showings through 

March. Whooping it up are Robert 
| Greenberg, Milt Hill and Harry 
* Hoessly. 
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Concert Biz Heads for Its Best Year 
Despite War Snags, See $5,000,000 | 
Gross; Cancellation Rights Ignored 


a 


The cancellation of the Henry 
Ford-sponsored concerts of the De- 
troit Symphony orchestra is the first 
blow suffered by the U. S. concert 
profession since the American in- 
volvement in this war. It is in sharp 
contrast to an otherwise extremely 
bright concert outlook, cancellations 
on recital dates around the country 
being under 1%, even considering 
the upheaval on the Pacific coast 
where the Army Interceptor Com- 
mand is a nervous consideration. 


The present steady tempo of con- 
cert bookings, together with the 
good grosses being piled up by 
standard attractions, is also in vivid 
contrast to the last war. In-and- 
out results prevailed then partly 
due to the absence of a radio build- 
up, a smaller concert-going public 
and, perhaps, greater prejudice 
against all Germans, Austrians and 
Italians (Fritz Kreisler, for one, 
was badly treated). 


The American concert business is 
rolling along to a $5,000,000 gross, 
a little more than in 1918, when the 
business reached its peak. While 
other branches of show business 
have been affected by cancellations, 
there are only a couple of isolated 
cases where concertists have been 
cancelled. Neither Columbia Con- 
certs nor NBC, which control four- 
fifths of the bookings, has been 
touched. Bookings in 1941-42 so 
far show an increase of $100,000 in 


The outstanding concert bookers 





Wilbur Evans’ Dates 


Wilbur Evans, the baritone, doing 
a ‘first’ for him in a nitery, sang 
this week at the Rainbow Room, 
New York. He switched to the Wil- 
liam Morris agency in September 
from Columbia Concerts. 

Evans is broadcasting Jan. 25 on 
‘I Hear America Singing’ and is also 
booked to do ‘The Merry Widow’ in | 
a special production in Vancouver, 
me &. 


Met Has Worst 
Week of Season, 
Losing $11,500 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. closed 
its eighth week of the season Mon- 
day (19), nosediving to estimated 
loss of $11,500. Company grossed 
around $78,000 out of a_ possible 
$124,000 eight performances of 
nine operas. 


The grosses as estimated: 
Monday (12), ‘Rosenkavalier,’ $9,- 
000; loss $3,000; Wednesday (14), 











on 





of the first World War period (1918) | 
were as follows: 


Largest of the bookers 24 years 
ago was the Wolfsohn Musical 
Bureau, still in existence as Arthur 
Judson’s branch of Columbia Con- 
certs. This group then had such 
personalities Louise Homer. 


as 


Jascha Heifetz, Reinald Werrenrath, | $12,500; profit, $500; Saturday eve- 
Sophie Braslau, Alma Gluck, Mabel | ning (17), ‘Otello,’ $6,500; loss $1,000; 
Efrem | Monday (19), ‘Don Giovanni,’ 15,000; 
Zimbalist and Emilio de Gogorza. | profit, $3,000. 


Garrison, Josef Hofmann, 


Gross was over $1,000,000. | 


Charles L. Wagner, now the big- 
gest grosser of all independent con- 
cert managers, had Frances Alda, 
Carolina Lazzari, John McCormack, 
Amelita Galli-Curci and Rudolf 
Ganz. The 1918 gross of the outfit 
was about $500,000. 

The Music League, with a gross of 
$150,000, had May Peterson, Eva 
Gauthier and Cantor Joseph Rosen- 





blatt as its stars; Loudon Charlton, 
who had a gross of $250,000, had such 
personalities as Guiomar Novaes, 
Harokd Bauer and Jacques Thibault; 


(Continued on page 55) 


‘BRIT. BALLAD OPERAS’ 
BROADCAST BY CBC 


Montreal, Jan. 20. 
Ten broadcasts of what is tempo- 





rarily styled ‘British Ballad Oneras’ | 


are being aired by Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. over CBM and network 
across Canada commencing Jan. 18 
and Sundays thereafter, 9:30-10-30 
p.m. EDT. The operas are originat- 
ing in Montreal and Toronto, and 
have name opera stars in the cast. 
including Rose Bampton, 


ductors Eugene Goosens, Sir Ernest 
MacMillan, Edwin McArthur and 
Arthur Benjamin, British composer 
new resident in Vancouver, who 
will compose an opera for the series 
This program will be sustaining, 
Another sustaining series will be 
‘Heritage of Songs’ starting Feb. 1 
for about 12 Sundays over CBM 
and CBF, English and French sta- 
tions and networks of the corpora- 


tion. Programs will be produced by | 


John Murray Gibbon and Claude 
Champagne and will be given by 
‘The Lyric Trio,’ Lionel Daunais, 
Anna Malenfant and Jules Jacob, 
with Allan McIver accompanying. 





KLEIBER TO MEXICO 


Mexico City, Jan. 20. 

Erich Kleiber, conductor, is en 
route here from Lima, Peru, where 
he ended a successful season as di- 
rector of the Peruvian National 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Kleiber is to give a concert series 
here in the late wimter. 


‘Traviata,’ $8,000; loss, $4,000; Thurs- 


|000; Friday evening 


Walter Is Shut Out 


John | 
Brownlee and Raoul Jobin with con- | 


day (15), ‘Phoebus and Pan’ and: 
‘Le Coq D'or,’ double bill, $6,000, 
loss, $6,000; Friday afternoon (16), 


‘Bartered Bride,’ $10,000, profit, $1,- 
(16), ‘Barber 
of Seville,’ $11,000; loss, $1,000; Sat- 
urday afternoon (17), ‘Lohengrin,’ 





By Petrillo From 
Boston Symph Date 





Boston, Jan. 20. 


James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 


N. Y. Concert Reviews 


SALVATORE BACCALONI 
Bass 
Westchester County Center, 

Plains, N. Y., Jan. 16, 1942 

Only concert of the season in the 
New York area by Salvatore Bacca- 
loni, comie basso of the Met, resulted 
in a completely sold-out house Fri- 
day (16). , 

Singer is a concert natural in 
every sense of the word. Not only 
from the voca] and interpretative 
standpoint, where his use of a two- 
and-a-half octave range 1s respleid- 
ant with color, but in his acting. 
Most concert artists are content to 
deliver a song from a fixed position 
on the stage. Baccaloni, however, 
wanders all over the stage, acting 
out his song or aria, and making the 
audience a part of the program. His 
selection included arias from ‘Don 
Giovanni, ‘Boris Godunoff, ‘Fal- 
staff, ‘L’Elixir D'Amore,’ ‘Seraglio’ 
and ‘Don Pasquale.’ His reception 
was terrific. 

Rudolf Firkusny, pianist, was as- 
sisting artist, and Mique! Sandoval 
played the basso’s accompaniments. 

Eddy. 





White 





ERICA MORINI 
Violinist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 19, 1942 

Possessing the strength and vigor 
of a man, the sweetness and flowing 
legato of a master, Erica Morini’s 
Town Hall recital was a tremendous 
success. She started slowly with the 
Kreisler Praeludium and Allegro, but 
the following Mozart Sonata in B 
Flat was played with a sublime deli- 
cacy of tone and superb bowing ef- 
fects. 

The Brahms sonata was also of the 
highest grade, and while the vio- 
linist had a mishap with a broken 
string in the Paganini concerto in D 
major, she played the work so mag- 
nificently that the pause,* which 
might have thrown another artist 
out of stride, only served to heighten 
the excellence of her playing. 

Eddy. 





GERMAINE LEROUX 
Pianist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 17, 1942 
Germaine Leroux remains one of 
the great woman pianists. In music 
of the romantic period and in the 
light modernistic school of Debussy 
she is virtually without peer. Her 
abilities are tremendous in the in- 
terpretative line, and she imparts a 
flowing richness and brilliance of a 
haunting nature to her flying fingers. 
Pianist lacks the physical bulk 
requisite for a large,powerful tone, 
but she never pushes or forces her 
playing out of focus. The delicacy 
and lyric freshness of her playing 
was inherent throughout the entire 
program. Program included works 
of Bach, Schumann, Debussy, Char- 
brier, Ravel and Dvorak, among the 
more important items. Eddy. 


CARMEN AMAYA AND CO. 

Dancer 

Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Jan. 13, 1942 
Possessing the spark of a dynamo, 


her interpretations, Carmen Amaya, 
Brazilian gypsy dancer, is just about 
tops in her field. Her vivid charac- 
terizations before a soldout house 





stepped in again against the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra by barring 
Bruno Walter from appearing as | 
guest conductor last weekend. A} 
few weeks ago he stopped Howard | 
Hanson from a similar 


Joseph Szigeti. 

| The program listing Walter’s ap- 
| pearance was already printed when 
| the notification arrived. Walter 
an honorary member of the union. 
| The Boston Symph is the only major 
}one in the country not in the 
AFM fold. 





AGMA’S SUIT VS. AFM 
SET FOR MARCH TRIAL 


Suit of the American Guild of 
Musical Artists against James C. 
Petrillo, president of the American 
Federation of Musicians, has been 
set for March trial by Justice Louis 


A. Valente in N. Y. Supreme court. | 


| There had been 
sible settlement. 
Suit charges Petrillo and the AFM 
with attempting to force AGMA in- 
strumentalists to resign from the 
latter union and join AFM or be 
banned from stage, screen, concerts, 
radio, etc. An injunction is asked. 


rumors of a pos- 





Martinelli’s Ambition 

Giovanni Martinelli’s greatest de- 
sire besides finishing his 30th season 
at the Met which will come next 
year, and will give him the distinc- 
tion of having sung the last 30 years 
of the 60 years of the Met’s exist- 
ence, is to sing Tristan in ‘Tristan 
Und Isolde.’ Martinelli wants to 
show that an Italian tenor, finishing 
his career, can sing the greatest of 





all German roles as well as any Ger- 


appearance, | 
and, previously, Efrem Zimbalist and | 


is | 


displayed great speed and agility 
and, above everything else, expert 
artistry. The dancer was assisted 
by a company, the outstanding per- 
sonalities of which were Antonio 
| Triana, Lola Montes and the guitar- 
ist, Sabicas. 
Best of her work came in the ‘Ay 
|}Que Tu,’ in which she alternated 
| between singing in a sexy voice and 
| dancing with reckless abandon and 
| speed. 

The audience forced her to repeat 
| parts of almost every number. 
| Eddy. 
| BRONISLAW HUBERMAN 
Violinist 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Jan. 17, 1942 
Bronislaw Huberman was assisted 
| by a chamber orchestra at Carnegie 
Hall. His playing of Bach’s Con- 


fairly sizzling with the white heat of | 


———— 








Met Opera Reviews 





Metropolitan Opera Co.’s first sea- 
sonal presentation of ‘The Bartered 
Bride’ Friday afternoon (16) was a 
decided success vocally, dramatically 
and from a boxoffice standpoint. The 
performance had a sparkle that has 
been lacking in many standard 
operas this season. Stars were Jar- 
mila Novotna and Armand Tokatyan. 

Paul Breisach conducted excel- 
lently. 





‘Traviata,’ repeated by the Metro- 
politan Wednesday (14), brought 
forth a new star in Leonard Warren, 
heretofore never heard at the Met, as 
the elder Germont. Warren drew 
one of the biggest ovations of the 
season for a finely-phrased, well- 
sung ‘Di provenza il Mar,’ in which 
he exhibited a fine legato, excellent 
piano effects, ringing power and 
thoroughly excellent interpretation. 
‘Pura siccome un angelo’ was in the 
same vein along with the evening’s 
highlight, the pathetic duet with 
Jarmila Novotna, ‘Dite alla giovine.’ 
Soprano, as Violetta, after escaping 
the hazards of the difficult coloratura 
in the first act, was at her best in 
acting and singing. Charles Kull- 
man, as Alfredo, was adequate, sing- 
ing the ‘Dei miei billenti spiriti’ in 
fine style. Ettore Panizza conducted. 





Bach’s cantata, ‘Phoebus and Pan,’ 
served to introduce the composer to 
opera audiences in America, as part 
of the double bill Thutsday night 
(15) at the Met. It also presented 
Sir Thomas Beecham in his first 
operatic appearance in this country. 
Neither opera nor conductor was a 
great success. ‘Le Coq D’Or’ was the 
other work presented. 

The Bach work is more oratario 
than opera, and with its absurd story 
of a song contest between Phoebus 
and Pan, the ridiculous costumes and 
stodgy staging, its future seems wa- 
vering. Some of the music is inter- 
esting, but for the most part it is 
static and not Bach at his best. Both 
songs allotted the contestants are un- 
distinguished in character. The per- 
formance was not much better. With 
a cast composed of Americans and 
Englishmen, the diction was almost 
completely lost. Stella Andreva sang 
well and was good to look at as 
Momus, but hardly a word was un- 
derstandable. Anna Kaskas could be 
placed in the same category. Fred- 
erick Jagel was not too well suited 
to the light part of Tmolus, but the 
tenor did a highly creditable job 
nevertheless. 

Emery Darcy looked well as Phoe- 
bus, but his deadpan expression 
marred adequate singing. John 
Brownlee clowned well as Pan and 
sang in his usually dry but impec- 
cable style. Arthur Carron was the 
star vocally and dramatically with a 
vibrant, powerful dramatic tenor of 
exceptional range and clarity ex- 
hibited in the aria ‘Pan Is Victor,’ 


|and his diction was flawless as was 


| been 


| Queen. 








| changes 


certo in E Minor and the Mozart 
Concerto in D Major showed the | 
powerful, majestic sweep of his in- | 
terpretative abilities. His bowing | 
was expert and the tone rich and 


vibrant. 

A sonata by Medtner was overlong 
and lost interest. Chopin transcrip- 
tions, while well played, sound far 
better for piano than violin. Eddy. 
EMILE BAUME 
Pianist 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Jan. 19, 1942 

Featuring the 27 etudes of Chopin, 
Emile Baume, French pianist, dis- 
played remarkable technique and a 
full realization of the compositions’ 
romantic mood. 

His program was far from dull 
though only one other composer, 
Bach, was represented. 





LYDIA-SUMMERS 
Contralto 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 18, 1942 
Lydia Summers is about the best 
of a mediocre crop of concert con- 
traltos heard this season in N. Y. 
The singer possesses beauty of voice, 
looks and figure, an intelligence of 
interpretation and abundant power 
and warmth. On the debit side, she 
arranged a thoroughly uninteresting 
program with a range of an octave 
and a half; consequently, her upper- 





man tenor before the public. 


(Continued of ‘page /55) 


|; provement 


his acting. 

Beecham could not hold the work 
together with his baton. 

‘Le Coq D’Or’ might have gone 
over if an adequate-voiced singer had 
assigned to the part of the 
Rosa Bok, replacing an in- 
disposed Bidu Sayao, was thoroughly 
off her course, singing with an un- 
pleasant vibratto and shaky pitch. 
Star of the performance was Ezio 
Pinza. The basso was in superb 
voice, but it was his clowning, as the 
old King, that was tops, Alessio de 
Paolis, as the astrologer, ran the 
basso a close second with a magnifi- 
cent acting job, and sang the high 
tessitura with accuracy of pitch 
and the peculiar, brilliant nasal 
quality of tone which is required. 
Norman Cordon, as the general, also 
was tops, especially dramatically, 
while minor roles were all in char- 
acter. Beecham’s conducting again 
was undistinguished. 





‘Otello’ was repeated Saturday eve- 
ning (17) at the Met with two 
In cast. 
‘Otello,’ but failed to show much im- 
over last year. The 


| tenor’s voice is powerful, as ever, but 


he breaks his phrasing, his Italian is 


|} poor and, histrionically, he fails to 





attain the required dramatic ability. 
Elisabeth Rethberg, as Desdemona, 
was, as usual, at her best. Alexander 
Sved’s Iago remains fairly adequate 
Alessio de Paolis stood out as Cassio, 
and Ettore Panizza gave full vent to 
the score, 





Repeat of ‘Lohengrin’ Saturday 
afternoon (17) showed the Met Wag- 
nerian wing at its best. All princi- 
pals were in excellent voice and the 
performance was one of the best of 
the season from all angles. Astrid 
Varnay repeated her fine characteri- 
zation of Elsa and continued to act 
like a veteran. Lauritz Melchior 
likewise was in brilliant voice. 
Kerstin Thorborg drew a pig response 
for her delivery of Ortrud’s difficult 
music, and Herbert Janssen repeated 
a fine Telamund. Leonard Warren 
and Norman Cordon were impressive 
in their bits, and Ehrich Leinsdorf’s 
conducting was excellent. 





_ “Barber of Seville’ had one change 
in cast in a repeat Friday evening 


Arthur Carron made | 
his first appearance of the-season as | 





(16), with the veteran Louis 
gelo taking over the role of Dr 
Bartolo. The bass is not a Baccalonj 
in acting skill or vocally, but he fit 
well into the picture and turned in 

highly creditable job. Lily Pons wel 
in better voice than at her first pers 
formance, Bruno Landi repeated his 
superlative Almaviva. John Brown- 
lee continued to struggle against the 
vocal inadequacies which make 
Figaro too much for him, Irra Peting 
again stole the show as Berta, and 
Ezio Pinza towered over all the 
others with his dominant acting and 
singing. Frank St. Leger conducted, 


D’An. 





Repeat of ‘Don Giovanni’ by the 
Met Monday (19) saw Marita Farell] 
replace an indisposed Bidu Sayao 
as Zerlina. The soprano voiced the 
music prettily but was not up to her 
colleague in acting or phrasing, 
Irene Jessner appeared as Donna 
Elvira for the first time this season 
and displayed some good high tones 
but her voice took on a brassiness 
at other times. Ezio Pinza starred 
as the Don, both vocally and dra- 
matically. Saivatore Baccaloni was 
again a superb Masetto, with ‘Mad- 
amina’ stopping the show. Richard 
Crooks used a consistent falsetto in 
‘Il Mio Tesoro,’ was short on breath, 
and broke his phrasing several times. 
Bruno Walter led a virile orchestra. 


MOZART’S ‘IMPRESARIO’ 
HEARD AT CARNEGIE 


First presentation of Mozart's ‘Im- 
presario’ in a number of years in 
N. Y. was given Saturday evening 
(17) at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., as the 
second half of a Mozart festival. 

Opera was not very interesting in 
its presentation. It was done in 
English, with most of the members 
of the cast singing unintelligably. 
Stella Andreva, only Met personality 
participating, sang well but had some 
difficulty with the uppermost notes. 
Christine Foster disclosed. a_ nice 
quality but a need for more train- 
ing. Robert Marshall made a boy- 
ish Mozart and used his light lyric 
tenor carefully. Earl Wrightson 
acted excellently and, in the short 
bit assigned to him, disclosed a full, 
rich baritone of fine quality. Others 
were barely adequate, while the 
Philharmonic Orchestra was capable 
under Felix Wolfes, assistant maestro 
of the Met. First half of the pro- 
gram was all instrumental, familiar 
works being played. 











C. L. Wagner Troupe to 
Record ‘Barber’ for RCA 


RCA Victor will record the com- 
plete ‘Barber of Seville’ with the 
Victor orchestra under Giuseppe 
Bamboscheck, with the cast being 
the one Charles L. Wagner had on 
tour this season. 

Singers are Hilde Reggiani, John 
Gurney, Louis D’Angelo, Carlos Ra- 
mirez, Lucielle Browning and Victor 
| Laderoute 











| Philly Opera Co. Stars 
Quit; ‘Overwork’ Beef 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 

Frances Greer and her husband, 
| Robert Gay, star soprano and bari- 
| tone, respectively, of the Philadel- 
|phia Opera Co. have quit in mid- 
|season, Miss Greer was reported to 
have resigned in a huff on Wednes- 
overwork 


day (14) over alleged 

during rehearsals. Gay quit soon 
| afterward. The soprano was given a 
|tryout over Metropolitan Opera 
|Company’s ‘Auditions of the Air’ 
| Sunday (18) 

| C. David Hocker, manager of the 


said that the 
‘discon- 


Philadelphia Opera Co., 
couple and the company 
tinued their associations by mutual 
agreement. He refused to comment 
on the ‘overwork’ complaint. 





Swarthout as ‘Mignon’ 





The first ‘Mignon’ in several years 
at the Metropolitan Opera House, 
N. Y., will be given Feb. 6, with 
Gladys Swarthout in the title role. 

Supporting will be Ezio Pinza and 
Armand Tokatyan. Wilfred Pelletier 
will conduct. 





‘Museum Musicales’ 
Springfield, Mass., Jan. 20. 
WSPR is carrying ‘Museum Mus!- 
cales,’ starting tonight (Tuesday) 
with recital by Zadel Skolovsky, 
pianist, in Springfield Museum of 
Fine Arts, 
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Victor Holds Tommy Dorsey With 


Unprecedented 


Tommy Dorsey’s band will be paid 
the highest recording salary ever 
handed a pop dance band under the 
terms of a new contract signed, or 
agreed to, but definitely set, with 
RCA-Victor last week. His pay will 





be $1,250 a side ($2,500 a record) | 


against a royalty of 5% of the retail 
purchase price of a 50c platter, com- 
puted on an individual release basis. 
He’s to make 60 sides a year. 
This means that Dorsey is assured 
of a salary equal to a 100,000 sale of 
every record by his band released 
by Victor. And it’s virtually im- 
possible for any band to maintain a 
100.000 sale average. 

Prior to renewing with Victor, Dor- 
sey was on the verge of shifting to 
Columbia Records. -His original con- 
tract with Victor, which called for 
$750 a side against the same royalty 
arrangement, expires Feb. 14 and 
Victor apparently was at first reluc- 
tant to meet his new terms. Once be- 
fore Dorsey came near jumping to 
another label. He had an unsigned 
agreement with Eli Oberstein to re- 
cord for the latter’s short-lived US. 
Record Co. a while back, but the 
deal was mutually cancelled when 
Victor offered better terms. 

Highest previous salary ever paid 
a band was $1,000 a side to Artie 
Shaw, also by Victor, when he was 
riding high with his old jump combo. 
Shaw currently draws approximately 
$650 a side. 


Lyons Sues MCA For 
$15,412 as Its Split In 





Commish on Phil Harris 


Los Angeles, Jan. 20. 

Suit for $15,412.50 was filed by the 
A. & S. Lyons agency against the 
Music Corp of America, charging 
violation of an oral agreement over 
split commissions for the services 
of Phil Harris and his orchestra on 
Jack Benny’s radio show. 


Plaintiff declares it made a verbal 
pact with MCA in 1936 whereby it 
would collaborate with the defend- 
ant in selling the Harris orch to the 
Benny program, with commissions 
to be split between the two agencies. 
Lyons outfit claims MCA stopped 
payments July 1, 1941, with a notice 
that no more money was forth- 
coming. 

Lyons asks a split on $2,600 alleged 
to have been collected by MCA from 
Harris since last July and half of 
$28,225 assertedly due on future 
commissions. 


ERNIE HOLST FILES 
BKPTCY. PETITION 


Ernie Holst, orchestra leader pres- 
ently at the Savoy-Plaza Hotel, New 
York, filed a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 


Monday (19), listing $12,023 in li- 
abilities and $550 in assets. There 
are no theatrical creditors. 

During 1940, Holst’s petition. states 
he earned $11,735; in 1941, $5,451, 


S. Kenton in N.Y. Feb. 6 


Stan Kenton, Coast band that has 
excited wide comment in the east. 
comes into the Roseland Ballroom, 
New York, for its first eastern date 
Feb. 6. Kenton recently completed 
four weeks at the Palladium Ball- 
room, Hollywood, and was original- 
ly to have come into the Famous 
Door, N.Y., in mid-February. How- 
ever, Door operators failed to post 
& guarantee of two weeks’ salary 
and transportation east for the band, 
as they were ordered to do by the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
and the contract was voided. 


Sometime following the Roseland 
Tun, which is indefinite, Kenton is 
to go into Valley Dale, Columbus, 
0. then Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J. In short he’s set for 
& wire buildup. 














Charles Bennett, Cambridge, O., 
rchestra leader, sergeant in Army 
reserve, waiting at his home for call 
to military service. So far he has 
drawn two ‘blanks’ from the War 

Partment. i iia 


Guarantee Contract 


+ 





| Rhododendron to Bloom 
Unserenaded in 1942 


Asheville, N. C., Jan. 20. 
This resort’s annual Rhododendron 
Festival, for years a prominent spot 
for name bands, has been cancelled 
for 1942 because of the war. 
Annual attendance of the six-day 
social and flora festival was approxi- 
mately 500,000 from many states, 


Not Much Touring Of 
Name Bands South Of 
Atlanta; Seems Strange 


Miami, Jan. 20. 
The hunger for name bands is so 
obvious hereabouts that show-wise 
observers cannot understand why 
bookers don’t work out some sort 
of a route to enable the popular 
orchestras being routed south of 


Atlanta. There’s a feeling that sev- 
eral other Florida spots, Jackson- 
ville, Palm Beach, Tampa, besides 
Miami and Miami Beach, could ac- 
commodate the large orchestras on 
dance dates in the big civic audi- 
toriums and armories, of which there 
are several. 

Save for Ted Lewis and Abe Ly- 
man into the Royal Palm, Miami, 
every winter; or Paul Whiteman at 
Ben Marden’s new (now shuttered) 
Colonial Inn, in Hallendale, 17 miles 
from here, last season, the talent 








emphasis has been more on girl 
shows, songstresses, atmospheric 


joints, and the like. 

The big Colonial Inn, for example, 
would be an ideal spot for a band 
booking. Miami has a large pier 
auditorium and a civic armory. 


mtuel betting legal, there are four 
dog tracks, all doing well, besides 
the horse races at one of the three 
major tracks hereabouts. 

Isham Jones opened with a new 
band at the mammoth Terrace res- 
taurant here and, being a new col- 
legiate combo, it requires much 
more training. Hughie Barrett is at 
the Macfadden-Deauvilie hotel; for 


the rest, the local bands are so-so 
combos. 
Here for two years has been 


Reser, of the original Cliquot Club 
Eskimos, who maestros the house 
(stage) band at the Olympia, Mi- 
ami, ace Paramount house, and 
had the 14-piece big band at 
Coral Gables Country Club, which 
he resumes shortly. Currently at 
the nearby Miami Biltmore hotel 
(actually in Coral Gables) is Cy 
Washburn’s unit. Latter is the bass. 
player and contractor for Mark War- 
| now’s and other radio bands. 











MANAGEMERT INACTIVE? 


Complaint of Rowdies 








Ina Ray 
}mob of Brooklyn rowdies last Fri- 
| day (16) at Manhattan Beach, N.Y., 
|who heckled her off the bandstand 
with various cracks familiar to bur- 
| lesque-goers. Leader complained 
to the management and remained 
absent from the stand for almost 
two hours when 
about it. Such conduct isn’t alto- 
gether unexpected in that territory, 
bandvocalists and acts frequently 
lrun into similar storms at the Flat- 
| bush and Strand theatres. 
| Same bunch that chased Miss 
Hutton, about 30 of them, gave a 
coin machine at the beach spot a 
tossing around, requiring extensive 
repairs to put it back in operation. 





Baron Elliott’s Vocalists 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

Baron Elliott, at William Penn 
Hotel’s Chatterbox,, has lost his vo- 
calist, Billy Cover, to Blue Barron 
band. He’s second male singer to 
leave Elliott in last month. First 
was Michael Strange, now doing a 
single at Villa Madrid, local nitery. 

Picked to replace Cover is Jackie 
McCarthy, without previous orches- 
tra experience, and as an added 
bolster for vocal department Elliott 
has signed Bill Douglas, trombonist 
who also tenors: 





Records sell well here, and the 
localites as well as tourists would | 
support bands. Instead, with pari- 


the | 


| Nothing Done About Ina Ray Hutton | 


Hutton tangled with a /| 


nothing was done | 





ARTIE SHAW SLOWDOWN 





Doc Orders Him to Take It Easier— 
Out At Least Six Weeks 





Artie Shaw has given up the band 
business again—temporarily this time 
due to doctor’s orders. In a gener- 
ally run down condition the leader 


quences. 
a chronic cold and throat condition 
‘the past six or eight weeks and is to 
enter a New York hospital today 
(Wed.) for a two-week stay, then 
take from four to six weeks’ rest. 

In order to obey orders Shaw can- 
celled three and a half weeks of the- 
atres, two weeks at the Sherman 
hotel, Chicago, and a few one-night- 
ers. Only spot really to suffer by 
his sudden decision to retire tempo- 
rarily is the Earle theatre, Washing- 
ton, D. C., which had him advertised 
to open Friday (22). Other houses 
are RKO Boston (29); Strand, Brook- 
lyn (Feb. 6-9); Stanley, Pittsburgh 
(13). Sherman was to start Feb. 25. 

Shaw told the 29 men in his outfit 
to go ahead and get other jobs if 
they had the cnance, but those that 
wanted to move back in with him 
when he re-formed could do so. Be- 
fore disbanding the outfit made eight 
sides for Victor records yesterday 
(Tues. ). 


CHAS. TEAGARDEN TO 
‘JOIN JIMMY DORSEY 


Charles Teagarden, trumpeter- 
brother of Jack Teagarden, joins 
Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra this week 
at Strand theatre, New York. Dor- 
sey is increasing reed and brass sec- 








|tions, Teagarden becoming a fourth 


|trumpet and Chuck Gentry a sixth | 


| . . , . 
sax, including leader’s. Fourth trom- 


|} bone hasn’t been selected yet. 
Charlie Teagarden had been iead- 
|ing a band of his own for the last 


| year or so, but recently gave it up. 


————EEE 


was told by his doctor to fold up|! 
for a few months or take the conse- 
He has been suffering with | 








ienn Miller Looming Close To 
New Theatre Mark for Orchestra 





Lloyd Gilliam’s Operation 


Lloyd Gilliam, trumpeter’ with 
Sammy Kaye's orchestra, was 
stricken with an appendix attack a 
week ago while on the stage of the 
Central theatre, Passaic, N. J. He 
walked off the stand during one of 
the band’s numbers. Wishing to be 
operated on by his own doctor, he 
was driven to Physicians’ Hospital, 
Jackson Heights, L. I. 

He’s resting comfortably. 





Totem Pole Ballroom 
(And Park) May Become 
Wartime Soldier Post 


Army officials have looked ovér 
Norumbega Park, Auburndale, Mass., 
as a possible site for an Army en- 


campment. Roy Gill operates the 
park, the mainstay of which is the 
Totem Pole Ballroom, name band 
stand now operating only four days 
a week, but a full-week location job 
during the summer, with network 
wires. 

It’s understood Army officials lean 
favorably toward commandeering the 
layout because of large restaurant 
facilities available and fact that the 
ballroom itself is large enough to 
house a considerable number of men. 








Francis Craig’s orchestra of Nash- 
ville continues to have personnel 
shake-up. Joe Zinkin joins Craig’s 
group on Saturday (24) as bass 
player. Craig’s bass fiddler moving 
over to Ray Noble’s ork on that date. 

Phyllis Lane, former warbler, with 
Gus Arnheim's orchestra is newest 
Craig singer. 











the recently rebuilt 
Stabile) as vocalist. 
since. 


| including leader’s, and three rhythm. 


Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Bunny Berigan band rejoins its leader in California Feb. 13 to open a 
four-week stay at the Casa Manana, Culver City, Cal. Berigan has been on | 
the Coast dubbing his trumpet work for Jackie Cooper’s pantomiming in a 
film and the band has been working in the east minus a leader. 

Film work and four weeks at the Casa is expected to finally erase 
virtually all the debts Berigan returned to leadership with last year, after 
parting with Tommy Dorsey’s band. He picked up a baton more than 
$14,000 in the red to AFM, hotels, etc., but under the direction of Harry 
Moss, MCA exec who has been handling his affairs, the debt has been 
whittled to little more than $3,000. His current outfit is his second, the first 
having quit en masse on him about six months ago because it wasn’t paid. 





After repeatedly resisting offers to personally manage other bands and 
devoting all his time to Jimmy Dorsey, Billy Burton last week took on 
Dick Stabile orchestra, 
Band has been signed to a Decca record contract 
New instrumentation lists three trumpets, two trombones, five sax, | 


with Gracie Barrie (Mrs. 


| Burton flew to California last Friday (16), though ostensibly headed for 


| Chicago, to work out a new film deal for Dorsey. 
Warners and Paramount, which have made offers. 


He huddled with MGM, 
Band’s recently com- 


| pleted ‘Fleet’s In’ for Par preems March 11 at Paramount theatre, N. Y. 





| Nick Porozoff, press agent for Russ Morgan, is opening an office of pub- 
licity and promotion in Chicago. When in Kansas City last week he signed 
| to take publicity chores of four bands under his wing. Bands of Charley 


Fisk, Missouri uni group, and Hal Wayne, conga-rhumba ensemble, signed 


personal management contracts. 


| Johnny ‘Scat’ 


‘Spotlight Bands’ program via Mutua 


Howie Christensen, 
Davis crew, and Allan Breyley, manager of George Wald 
orch, turned publicity representation of these two bands over to Porozoff. 
Freddy Martin, rehearsing last week for an appearance on Coca-Cola 
l. told Lester Gottlieb, Mutual p.a., 


manager of the 


that he would like during his stay in New York to meet Ken Alden, who 
writes a column for Radio Guide mag. Bandleader explained that he’d like 


was ribbing, but on learning the 


to thank Alden for the complimentary things the latter had written about 
him over a period of the last five years. 
leader 


was serious, revealed that he 


writes the Radio Guide column under the Ken Alden pseudonym. 


| — 


Dorsey and Charlie Spivak. 
to the infantile paralysis fund. 


band leader division. 


off every three weeks. 





back-to 1936. 





Irving Berlin’s latest tune, ‘The President’s Birthday,’ has been recorded 
in connection with the ‘March of Dimes’ campaign by Glenn Miller, Jimmy 
The royalties on the records will be con- 
tributed by both the band leaders and the publisher, Irving Berlin, Inc., 


Recording angle was suggested by Miller, who is chairman of the ‘Ball’s’ 





A $50 Defense Bond is raffled off every week by the men in the Jimmy 
Dorsey orchestra. Each man contributes $2 to a pool and Dorsey kicks in 
the difference to form a $50 fund. Since the initial price of such a bond is 
$37.50 the remainder of each week’s pool is hoarded and two are raffled 


When Dean Hudson and his orchestra played for the commissioning of 
the ensigns of the U. S. S. Prairie State at the Plaza hotel, New York City, 
last Friday (16), among those receiving commissions was Billy Van Brunt, 
his former pianist and chairman of the dance committee. 


at 


Sy Shribman has filed a claim against Tommy Dorsey with the American 
Federation of Musicians in New York, seeking to collect an undisclosed | 
amount of cash due him on an agreement between the two which dates 


| his Paramount theatre, N. Y., 
Gottlieb at first thought Martin | 


It looks certain that by the end of 
, this week Glenn Miller wiil have 
| come close to a new mark for salary 
|'taken out of a theatre for a week’s 


| work. Currently at the Michigan 


theatre, Detroit, on a $10,000 guaran- 

| tee with a privilege of taking an 
additional 50% of the gross over 
$32,500, Miller stands to take out at 
least $19,000 for himself. Theatre 
estimates a $50,000 week. 


Current high was set by Kay 
Kyser at the RKO Boston theatre, 
last year, when under a similar pay- 
off scale he walked out with $20,851 
as his end. Miller’s Detroit gross, 
incidentally, will set a new record 
for the theatre, formerly held by 
Bob Hope. Hope did $5,200 opening 
day; Miller rang up $7,200 opening 
day and $11,000 next day (Sat.). 

Kyser also did $17,000 net for him- 
self last year at RKO Palace, Cleve- 
land, and holds the all time high for 
salary for a week's work. He netted 
$26,000 from a one-night concert and 
dance tour through Texas last spring. 


Further Steps Taken 
To Systematize Dance 
Dates in Army Camps 


Round-table meetings of various 
executives of major booking offices 
are to be set up in Cleveland, Chi- 
cago and Los Angeles soon to sece 
tionalize the routing of dance bands 
on free Army camp dates. As a 
band moves about the country its 
Army work will be regulated in each 
| area by the branch boards, similar 

to the way they’re handed from one 
| branch to another by the agency 
that books them. All commitments 
to Army dates, however, will have 
to be cleared through and okayed 
by the New York group of execue- 
tives of different agencies. 

Bill Fredericks and his brother 
L. A., will help set up the boards 
in each city, former going to Cleve- 
land, then to Dallas, and on to Calie 
fornia. Larry will set up the Chie 
cago meetings, all under the direce 
tion of Abe Lastfogel. Jack Rosen- 
berg, president of N. Y. Local 802 of 
AFM has joined the New York board 
to immediately rule on any problems 
that might conflict with union rules 
and regulations. 


Army and Camp Shows, Inc., has 
eased the regulation demanding that 
once an open date is reported for 
| Camp use it cannot be pulled out. 

New rule permits mutually agreeable 
| rearrangements because it was found 
| several bands reported free to enter. 
| tain soldiers were not assigned dates, 
| thereby being forced to lay off when 
they could have been working a paid 
job. Few latter dates can be set on 
short notice. 

Transportation has been arranged, 
too, for those bands that require it. 














| JOHNNY LONG PLAYS 
BIRTHDAY HOP IN D. C. 


Johnny Long’s band gets the call 
| to play the coveted main hop of the 
| President’s Ball at the Roosevelt hoe 
tel, Washington, D. C Jan. 30. 





|}Glenn Miller was supposed to have 


made the date but was forced out by 

open- 

ing being moved up to Jan. 28. 
Long is currently at the Roseland 


! 

] 

| Ballroom, New York. 
- 

] 


| Machines with 500 Discs 

| Awarded Soldier Camps 
| 

| 


Hartford, Jan. 20. 


As a result of a tie-up between 
RCA-Victor and it’s local distribu- 
tors, Sammy Kaye will award 10 
radio-phonograph combos, each 
complete with 500 records, from the 
stage of the State here during his 
p.a. at that house on Friday through 
Sunday. Sets will go to 10 different 
camps housing Connecticut soldiers, 

Donations are made _ possible 
through the giving up of profits of 
Kaye’s recording of ‘Remember Pearl 
Harbor.’ RCA-Victor and the mere 
chants are working on a no profit 
basis with all profits from the sale 
of the records in this area going to 
purchase the sets. 7 
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Disk Reviews | 





Best Release 


Harry James: ‘I Don't Want Walk 


from ‘Sweater Girl’ film. 





Made along open, melodic trumpet solo lines of some of his best past 
work, James’ ‘Walk’ should sell heavily. 
Helen Forrest’s vocal is swell. 
coupling is good, too, but not distinctive, 


of the Week: 


Without You’—‘B-19’ (Col. 36478). 


It’s a fine commercial ballad 
Jump original 








Woody Herman: ‘Someone’s Rock- 
ing Dreamboat’—‘Rose O'Day’ (Decca 
4113). Herman rides an easy rhythm 
beat on ‘Boat,’ an appealing melodic 
arrangement of good tune well 
played. It lifts smoothly and leader 
vocals easily. Coupling has better 
chance, however; commercial novelty 
gets perhaps its liveliest treatment in 
easy jump tempo with vocals by 
Herman and Caroline Grey. Ar- 
rangement is good and box and 
counter returns will be solid. 





Dinah Shore: ‘Ev’rything I Love’— 
‘Happy in Love’ (Blue. 11413). Com- 
bination of top tune and crack voice 
can’t be beat; Miss Shore’s cutting 
of ‘Love’ will hit solid sales, both 
counter and machine. Her interpre- 
tation is an understanding one, mak- 
ing full use of melody. Reverse is 
fair tune, nicely handled, however, 
in rhythmic tempo. 





Abe Lyman: ‘Let’s Put Axe to Axis’ 
—‘Baby Boogie’ (Blue. 11410). ‘Axe’ 
is one of things, a flag-waver with a 
fair future. It’s best points as han- 
dled by Lyman are a rousing tempo 
and ensemble vocalling. Reverse is 
tiresome boogie-woogie, with a weak 
beat. Rose Blane vocals. It’s kind 
of stuff that sells in many quarters, 
however. 





Nan Wynn: ‘I Said No’—They 
Didn’t Believe Me’ (Vic. 27739). Vic- 
tor has new penchant for solo sing- 
ers. Miss Wynn’s initial try uses 
good past and present material, but 
she does nothing exceptional with 
Hers is a fair voice, too legit 
in style for much machine play. 
Work on ‘No’ is fair, with good back- 





ing; reverse is better, strictly for 
counters, 
Ray Noble: ‘While My Lady 


Sleeps’—‘By Light Silvery Moon’ (Col. 


36479). Done well under okay ar- 
rangement first tune makes fair im- 
pression as a counter candidate, but 
seems to have slim chance for boxes. 
Snooky Lanson vocals. It’s reverse 
standard that shows good box possi- 
bilities. Noble tees it up in ballad 
tempo, sung by Lanson, then shifts 
to a corny, lively rhythm tempo ar- 
rangement studded with instrumental 
solos, It sells. 





Inkspots: ‘It’s Sin to Tell Lie’—Is 
It a Sin?’ (Decca 4112). Every so 
often ’Spots cut a bygone ballad with 
solid sales possibilities. ‘Lie’ serves 
purpose admirably, a smoothly inter- 
preted tenor voice work that dis- 
plays strong box potentialities. Cou- 
pling’s a fair tune done as ballad 
fore and aft and rhythmic midway. 
Tenor and Deke Watson vocal. 





Frankie Masters: ‘Goodbye Mama’ 
—‘Sun Will Soon Be Setting’ (Okeh 
6545). Many of avalanche of pa- 
triotic titles brought forth by Pearl 
Harbor remain titles, even after 
tunes are appended. ‘Mama,’ how- 
ever, seems a good possibility for 
machine play via Masters’ lively, 
nicely played arrangement with 
good vocals by Masters and ensemble. 
Reverse title forecasts its own fu- 
ture. 





Glenn Miller: ‘White Cliffs of 
Dover’—‘We’re Couple in Castle’ 
(Blue. 11397). ‘Cliffs’ is such a nat- 
ural that every recording of it ranges 
from good to outstanding; Miller’s 
version is okay, but could have been 
better. Starts out in mutes as though 
it would ‘cut’ everyone’s, but follow- 
ing Ray Eberle’s clean vocal it fails 
to resume. It'll sell easily, however. 
Coupling is neat, but not outstanding 
film melody, arranged similarly to 











‘Dover’ but at light rhythm speed. 
Eberle vocals. 








Band Reviews 








DEL CASINO ORCH (14) 
Beachcomber, Miami Beach 

Del Casino, cousin of the late 
Russ Columbo, reminds of him in 
vocal style and engaging personality. 
Known on the air records and in a 
film flyer, the vocalist now heads a 
good dance band of 14 which com- 
prises several key men from Russ 
Morgan’s original band; Phil Napo- 
leon on the horn (he of the Frank 
Signorelli-Phil Napoleon Original 
Memphis Five) and other good 
specialists. George Hill, concert- 
master and assistant conductor, 
maestroes the show. He was also 
formerly with Morgan. 

It’s a solid combination which, for 
all its newness as a unit, shapes up 
strongly and really means a lot in 
the Beachcomber which went Latin 
band-crazy last season with Cugat 
and two other bands, all in the same 
congarhumba vein. Instead, Casino 
is the forthright combination, with 
the singer contributing vocally and 
effectively, besides making his em- 
ceeing count. Fernando Cansy’s 
septet, no slouch unit, gives out in 
the one-two-three-kick idiom, and 
more than sustains its assignment in 
that respect. 


This is a debut for Casino and his |} 


engagement is b.o., despite the gen- 
eral tenor of the Beachcomber put- 
ting its emphasis (1) on good atmos- 
phere and (2) on the femme por- 
tions, including a line of six; Luba 


Malina with her standard vocals, and | 


Maurice and Cordoba, with their tip- 
top ballroomology. Since then Dr. 
Giovanni, the watch-lifter, and 
Carla and Fernando have succeeded 
the latter two. Miss Malina holds 
over. And, of course, also Del 
Casino and band, Abel, 


CHICO MARX ORCH (15) 

With Chicolets (4), Bailey Sisters 
(2), Siggy Lane 

Flatbush, B’klyn 


An experiment with Chico Marx, 
who debuts as a maestro, this band 
unit should fare well in some situa- 
tions largely because of the leader’s 
name value. It will require tighten- 
ing, smoother playing and better 
orchestrations for maximum results, 
however. 


Marx on the marquee and on 
stage as well is the’sole attraction. 
Musically the group is scarcely bet- 
ter than the conventional pit orches- 
tra. It consists of five sax, three 
trumpet, -taree, - trombone, . drums, 





bass fiddle and piano, with Marx, of 
course, also at the piano for the 
climaxer. Arrangements are barely 
satisfactory and need for strength- 
ening this department is indicated. 
Band essays both sweet and swing, 
several of the instrumentalists and 
sections intermittently getting the 
spot. 

Chicolets, male vocal quartet, first 
with ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ and 
later with one other selection, are 
only fair. Same goes for the Bailey 
Sisters, with numbers such as ‘Yes, 
Indeed,’ ‘Rose O’Day’ and ‘Latin 
from Staten Island,’ latter their best. 
Siggy Lane, male solo singer, regis- 
ters moderately with ‘Love of Mine’ 
and ‘Dear Mom.’ 

Marx, with his comedy routine at 
the piano, lifts the unit out of its 
conventional category. Attired in his 
film-type garb, with green coat and 
screwball cap of same color and odd 
pants, his emceeing in Italian com- 
edy dialect, though mild, is left in 
the background when he wows ’em 
at the piano with four or five pops. 
He could do more. Mori. 





MANUEL CONTRERAS ORCH (6) 
Hotel President 
Kansas City, Mo. 

One of the newer night spots, 
President’s Drum Room, continues 
its original trend, presenting rhythms 
in Latin-American design. Manuel 
Contreras, one of the early bands in 
this style, is a six-piece ensemble 
fulfilling requirements nicely. 

Instrumental set-up is based on 
fivetpiece arrangements featuring 
leader’s trumpet and Gene Dodd’s 
accordion. Piano holds Ben Alessio 
with Manuel Diaz at drums and Reu- 
ben Minchaca on guitar. Singing is 
assigned to Conchita (Martinez), 
Latin type singer, who also handles 
most of the maracas and bonga 
shaking. 

Besides conga, rhumba and tango 
rhythms Contreras also uncorks a 
specialty labeled Mexican ‘corrido’, 
which is unfamiliar locally. Con- 
treras’ repertoire contains large per- 
centage of Mexican tunes, Jeader be- 
ing a native of Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Quin. 





GEORGE WALD ORCHESTRA “11) 
Hotel Muehlbach, Kansas City 

One of the younger bands in the 
MCA fold, the George Wald group 





been playing pops for about three 
years. Crew originated in Los An- 
geles, but has been booked out of 
Chicago on mid-West dates for past 
several months. Music is on the 
sweet side, a sort of legato swing in 
a creditable modern style. Aimed 
principally at hotel and ballroom 
stands, arrangements are up to date 
and standard for terp requirements 
of patrons in spots such as the Ter- 
race Grill here. 

Besides fronting the band Wald is 
featured heavily on the vocals and 
pens most of the arrangements. Sev- 
eral other members also sing, with 
many numbers in glee club back- 
ground. Wald’s range is best on the 
swingy ballads. ; 

Instrumentation lists Rudy Riese, 

Buck Schmitz, Jerry Salone and 
Jack Wald (no relation) on reeds, 
Elmer Krueger and Graig Wilborn 
on trumpets, Eddie Wells on trom- 
bone, Billy Watt, piano; Brad Morey, 
drums, and Hal Baker, string bass. 
Personnel is fo be increased on next 
date, Baker Hotel, Dallas, with ad- 
dition of Jack Lambert’s trumpet in 
the brass section. Wald may also add 
gal singer. 
While band is not outstanding it 
meets general standard required of 
hotel and club bands and has a bit of 
a different appeal because of youth- 
fulness. uin, 


On the Upbeat 


Charlie Barnet’s first location job 
with new band will be at Brunswick 
hotel, Boston, for four weeks, open- 
ing Feb. 16, 














Lyle ‘Rusty’ Dedrick, former Claude 
Thornhill trumpeter, now in Air 
Corps band at Camp Dix, N. J. 





Hal Desfor, formerly with Dave 
Alber office, now with RCA-Victor 
Press division at Camden, N. J. 





Albert Ammons-Pete Johnson, 
boogie-woogie pianists, are back at 
Cafe Society, N. Y., after both being 
ill. 





Gene Howard replaced Bill Dar- 
nell. as vocalist with Bob Chester, 





Darnell having been recalled for 
Army duty. 

Bobby Martin band, at Canary 
Cage, Corona, L. I, has devised 


method beating possible blackouts. 
He painted’ instruments with lumi- 
nous substance giving off enough 
light to read music. 





Frankie Masters making changes: 
Howard Gaffney replaced Jay Ma- 
thews, trumpet; Mike Dody re- 
placed Bud Schiffman on first alto, 
latter shifting to third. 





Ted Lega, sax-arranger with Mel 
Marvin, inducted into Army Monday 
(19). Marvin at Van Cleve hotel, 
Dayton, O. 





Continental Four, Youngstown, O., 
outfit, now at the Plantation Room, 
Stone’s Grill, there. 





Ed Flynn, Woody Herman praiser, 
into the Army Monday (19). He re- 
ported as lst Lieut. at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. He’s graduate of 
U. of Missouri-R.O.T.C. 





Joe Bushkin, Tommy Dorsey pi- 
anist, another musician to debut in 
khaki. Milt Raskin, from Gene 
Krupa, replaces. 





Ford Leary, trombonist-singer, 
joins Muggsy Spanier band at Ar- 
cadia Ballroom, N. Y., today (Wed.). 





Jimmy Joy orch, 
week engagement at Bill Green’s, 
Pittsburgh (20), opens Jan. 30 at 
Hotel Nicollet, Minneapolis. 


ending seven- 





Duke Ellington band penciled into 
Hill City Auditorium, Pittsburgh, for 
a one-nighter Feb. 10 





Pat Oliver, former 
Red Norvo, joined Benny Burton 
band. Will Ormiston, formerly of 
Ace Brigode crew, added to Jimmy 
Joy’s sax section. 


saxman with 





Herman Middleman band back at 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, Replaced 
Don Roth orch. 





Joey Sims orch opens tonight (21) 
for week at Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh, 
to be followed by Brad Hunt and 
Jimmy Gamble. 





Dorothy (Matthews) and Her 
Esquires renewed for eight more 
weeks at Hotel Henry’s Silver Grill, 
Pittsburgh. 





Will Osborne’s orchestra opened 
an engagement Jan. 15 at New Ken- 
more Hotel, Albany. Lamb and 





of ~-10, -with -the..singing «leader, -has/ Yocum. Ice. Revue holds. over. . 
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6,000 Northwestern U, Students Definite In Their 


Dance Music Faves > 
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Another in the series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 
gards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by ‘Variety’ to give the opinion of the student body as 


a whole, rather than pass personal judgment. 


Neither has ‘Variety’ 


given further instructions as to what is to be said nor how. These 
articles appear as the undergraduates have written them, with the 


expressed opinions being their own 


‘Variety’ publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a 
cross-section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and 
bands, with the hope that it will be both informative and instructive, 











By Jim Ward, ’42 


(Editor, Daily Northwestern) 





Evanston, I1., Jan. 20. 


Where the ‘Windy City’ meets the 
sophisticated North Shore, and the 
slapping of the waves of Lake Mich- 
igan provides the basic rhythm, 
6,000 students of Northwestern uni- 


versity, Evanston, Ill, flood the 
campus every day. War, or no war, 
we like lots of dance music—not 


only one type of music, but all types. 
The solid rhythms of Glenn Miller 
take the lead as the best all around 
favorite. 


A Northwestern college career 
begins with a background of platter 
music grinding away as an accom- 
paniment to fraternity and sorority 
rushing. Every house has as stand- 
ard equipment a large size ‘vic’ and 
an up-to-date supply of current 
tunes. -Fraternity record chairmen 
go crazy with many requests for 
records and the varied tastes of the 
boys force them to bring home discs 
of swing, sweet and jive. 

Sorority tastes are somewhat dif- 
ferent from those of the men. House 
collections tend to be on the ‘sweet’ 
side, with an occassional ‘hot’ spe- 
cialty. Many girls have immense 
personal collections and play them 
in their rooms on private ‘vics.’ Mil- 
ler and Shaw collections are most 
frequent in the sorority quads, with 
Tommy or Jimmy Dorsey often in 
the running. 

The 3,000 commuting students 
from the surrounding territory who 
invade the campus daily give vent 
to their musical desires in jukeboxes 
of the Scott hall student union cafe- 
teria and other campus eating spots. 

Overworked ‘Choo Choo’ 

An indication of current campus 
favorites may be found in the most 
frequently selected numbers on the 
overworked record player. 

‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo,’ Miller’s 





famous recording, is driving the em. 
ployees of the Scott cafeteria crazy, 
for it’s played on the average of 
six times an hour, It’s been going 
on for weeks, too. 


‘Tis Autumn,’ ‘I Got It Bad,’ and 
‘Nothin’’ done by Les Brown are 
next in line for popular acclaim. 
Brown recently made a_ personal 
tour of the campus and left records 
at the fraternity and sorority houses, 
Northwestern students have re- 
sponded accordingly. 


‘Piano Concerto’ has been popular 
for weeks at Northwestern, but of 
late it has slipped into the back- 
ground to let newer numbers 
through, such as ‘Elmer’s Tune,’ 
‘Shepherd Serenade’ and ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover.’ 


Novelties that were recent hits at 
NU are: ‘Modern Design,’ by Sammy 
Kaye; Krupa’s ‘Let Me Off Up- 
town’; and ‘Jingle Bells,’ by Glenn 
Miller, 

No Conga Craze Here 

Dancing tastes at Northwestern 
are as individual as musical tastes, 
with ‘smooth’ performers on the floor 
outnumbering jitterbugs by about 
three to one. In spite of the re- 
cent South American ‘emphasis,’ the 
average Northewesterner can’t be 
talked into more than a Conga 
chain—and a poor chain with a lot 
of weak links at that. The rhumba 
has very few followers. 

Much of the Conga popularity is 
due to the ease with which it can 
be learned, Too, the campus ‘Waa- 
Mu’ musical show featured a ‘She 
Stoops to Conga’ number last spring 
in which Speech School senior Zelia 
Fidanque, a native Panamanian, had 
the dancing lead. 

Pure jive as ‘listening’ music is 
extremely popular. Last spring saw 

(Continued on page 52) 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1, White Cliffs Dover (3) Shapiro.. 


; { Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
) Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


sees 


2. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (18) Feist...... 5 andes Miller....... Bluebird 
Andrews Sisters...... Decca 
3. Remember Pearl Harbor (2) Republic... Sammy Kaye......... Victor 


4. Elmer’s Tune (12) Robbins..........0.: { Glenn Mill. 


5. Blues in Night (2) Remick. 


eeeeeeeeeenee ? Cab CALLOWEF « c00c eae 


..«++-Bluebird 
l Andrews Sisters......Decca 


{ Woody Herman....... Decca 


Tommy Tucker ,.....Okeh 


6. This Love of Mine (14) Embassy........ Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 


7. Shrine St. Cecelia (5) Braun.. 


© 


10. You Made Me Love You (15) Broadway.. 


. Shepherd Serenade (10) Mayfair.. 


{ Al Donahue..... occas stoen 
**e*** ) Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
{Les Brown.............Okeh 


(| Woody Herman.......Decca 


§ Bing Crosby .........Decca 
* (Johnny Long ........ Decca 


Harry James .....Columbia 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


I Said No (Famous). .cccccscsccsccsccscsccer 
Ev’rything I Love (Chappell)....cccccccces 
This Is No Laughing Matter (Block)........ 


Mince. antiv). occcccdentscossndsecccce 


This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick).......) Goody Herman. ......Decca 
I Got It Bad (Robbins). ........ scesess- ; 


mone ODF COOOINE)s.0kiocecescdebccas 





Anniversary Waltz (Mayfair)....... 


Alvino Rey........Bluebird 
Jimm, Dorsey........Decca 


Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 


Charlie Spivak.........Okeh 
Sammy Kaye......,.. Victor 


Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 


Bob Chestei........Bluebird 
Sammy Kaye.........Victor 


Duke Ellington.......Victor 


Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
{ Kate Smith........Columbia 
‘**** ) Freddy Martin..... Bluebird 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and | 


holiday price.) 


Figures after name of hotel give 


Covers Total 

Weeks Pust Covers 

Band Hotet Played Week On Date 
Freddy Martin*... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50).............. 0 *1,325 1,325 
Benny Goodman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 14 2.900 26,725 
Val Olman’*....... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)....... SL 500 3,300 
Rav Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75¢c-$1.50).... ioe 1,500 55.150 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 1 1,675 3,075 
Vaughn Monroe*.. Commodore (400; 75c-$1)........... 15 1,700 20,050 


—— 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. *3 days. 





Chicago 


Del Courtney (Continental Room, 400; $1.50-$2 min.). 


Has built up good 


following here and established solidly now in this territory. Came up with 


2600 patrons last week. 


Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). First week for Davis 
on repeat booking. He had previously done well here. Played to a good 


number of customers last week with 


3,000 patrons, 


Xavier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House, 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Finished 


first week to fat trade and looks for good sojourn. 


patrons last week. 


Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree, 500; $3-$3.50 min.). 


Hit bang-up 4,200 


With Morton Downey 


and Willie Shore in floor show Chez has considerable punch to add to 


Raeburn. Big again with 4,300 diners 
Bebby Byrne (Panther Room, Hote! Sherman, 700; $2-$2.50 min.). Byrne | 


is doing well first time in town and in second week in room hit nifty 3,200 


customers. 


Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel, 300; $1-$2 min.), Kassel holds 
his following well and came up all right with 2,300 people last week. 





Los Angeles 


Ray Noble ‘Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Not much improvement on the 


two-night shift (Fri-Sat) and count will be around 750 covers. 


Phil Harris (Biltmore: 


1,500; minimum $1-$1.50). 


Running 25% over 


normal and building strong for 5,000 payees on the week. Weekends have 


been especially good. 


Temmy Dersey (Palladium: 5,000; 65c-$1). 


a cinch for 17,000 in his third week. 


Bob Cresby (Trianon, South Gate; 800: 55¢c-75e). 


Strongest pull in town and 


Has been around quite 


a while now and 4,000 customers satisfactory enough, with parties helping. 


Herace Heidt (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,500: 55c). 


off from previous turnouts. 
Paul Whiteman 


(Florentine Gardens: 


Okay at 5.000 but 


1,100; $1-$1.25). Just keeps roll- 


ing along and will pull up with another high and lofty 7,009 


Henry Busse (Rose Room, 
holding steady with 1,768 covers. 


Les Brown Makes 


Palace Hotel: 500; 50c-$1.50). Seventh 


frame 


Good at Purdue: 


James Cracks Record in Bridgeport 


(Estimates) 

Will Bradley (Town Hall, Phila- 
delphia, Jan. 16). Drew fair 1,200 
dancers here for gate of approxi- 
mately $2,100. 

Lou Breese (Brookline C.C., Phila- 
delphia, Jan. 17). Way below recent 


average here with 643 at $1.10. How- 
ever, Breese is little known in east. 
Les Brown (U. of Purdue, La- 


fayette, Ind., Jan. 17). Starting out 
on first one-night tour since click- 
ing solidly at Blackhawk Cafe, Chi- 
cago, and on records Brown drew 
strong 2,244 dancers here at $1.10. 
School very satisfied. 

Duke Daly (Empire B., Allentown, 


Pa, Jan. 16). Empire has seen 
much larger crowds, but operator 
Andy Perry was satisfied with 


Daly’s showing: approximately 900 
dancers at 77e. Band is not too well 
known yet. 


Harry James (Ritz B., Bridgeport, 
Conn., Jan. 14). Stepping high, wide 
and handsome on initial one-night- 


ers, after string of outstanding re- 
cordings, James cracked this spot’s 
record with approximately 3,120 


dancers at $1.10. First Wednesday 
operation for Ritz in some time. 
Howard Jones (Totem Pole B., 
Auburndale, Mass. Jan 14-17) 
Local fave, Jones proved good draw 


|despite icy roads, pulling 8,000 
dancers in four days for $5,800 at 
$1.45 pair 

Jimmze Lanceford (Lyric theatre, 


Bridgeport, Conn., Jan. 12-14) 
Coupled to Bill Robinson, who aided 
strongly in draw, Lunceford clicked 
off neat $6,000 gross in three days 
at 50c top. 

Dick Rogers-Al Kavelin ‘Raymor- 
|} Playmor B., Boston, Jan. 
Paired in twin danceries, Rogers and 


16-17). 


‘Ask Promoter Defer 
Next-Night Date That 
Might Hurt F.D.R. Ball 


One-nighter scheduled for River- 
| Side Stadium, Washington, D. C., by 
Glen Gray’s Casa Loma band was 
cancelled last week after pressure 
was exerted on the promoter by 
committee handling details of Presi- 
dent’s Birthday Balls. Gray was set 
to play Jan. 31, day following the 
country-wide March-of-Dime affairs, 
but took a cancellation when the 
promoter explained to Music Corp. 
of America that the date might hurt 
attendance at various Capital hops 
for F.D.R. 

Date therefore was set back to an 
undesignated future time. 


| Band Bookings 


Sammy Kaye, March 2, 
theatre, South Bend, Ind.; 3, Coro- 
nado theatre, “ockford, Ill.; 4, Rialto 




















atre, Madison, Wis.: 6, Orpheum the- 
atre, Minneapolis; 13, Paramount the- 


Davenport; 20, Orpheum theatre, 
City: April 3, Chicago theatre, Chi- 
cago; 10, Michigan theatre, Detroit; 


17, Buffalo theatre, Buffalo. 





'Ind.: Feb: 2, Greystone B., Detroit; 
| 3, Memorial Hall, Columbus; 4, Col- 
| waukee: 7, Mirimar B., Gary. Ind; 
'8, Sunset Terrace, Indianapolis: 11, 
Shreveport, La.; 13, Cooper Club, 
Henderson, Tex,; 14, Palm Isle C., 
| Longview, Tex.; 15-16-17, Rhythm C.., 
|New Orleans; 19, Harvest C., Beau- 
i mont, Tex.: 20, U. of Texas, 


23, Library Aud... San Antonio; 24, 
City Aud., Houston, Tex.; 25, Cotton 
C., Austin: 26, Roller Rink, Dallas; 


28, Pla-Mor B., Kansas City. 

Glen Gray, Feb. 8, Valley Dale, 
|} Columbus, O.: March 27, Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 

Bob Allen, Feb. 6, Blue Gardens. 
Armonk, N. Y. 


Claude Thornhill, Feb. 16-18, Lyric 
theatre, Bridgeport, Conn.; Feb. 6, 
| Georgetown U., Washington, D. C.:; 7, 
Valencia B., York, Pa. 

Ella Fitzgerald, Jan. 25, 
St. Aud., Harrisburg, Pa.; 
B., Baltimore, Md.; 27, 


Chestnut 
26, Strand 
Lincoln Col- 


lonades, Washington, D. C.; 28, City | 


Hall Aud., Pittsburgh, 
morial Aud., 
Fairmont, W 
Youngstown, O 


29, Me- 
Armory, 
Nu-Elm B., 


Pa.; 
Dayton; 30, 
Va.; 31, 


Carl Hoff, Feb. 24-March 10, Del 
Rio C., Washington, D. C. 

Glenn Miller, Jan. 23, Mutual 
Arena, Toronto, Can.: 24, Arena, 
London, Ont., Can.; 28, Paramount 


theatre, N. Y. 


Kavelin brought in 3,960 at 
for $2,376: good 

Lawrence Welk (Oshkosh theatre, 
Oshkosh, Wis., Jan. 14). Welk shot 


holes in this spot’s all-time high in 
five shows, though house usually 
does only four, pulling in $1,487 at 
30c-50c. 


Palace | 


atre, Des Moines; 17, Capitol theatre, | 


Omaha; 27, Newman theatre, Kansas | 


Frankie Masters, Jan. 28 four 
days, Totem Pole B., Auburndale, 
Mass. * 

Jimmy Dersey, Feb. 6-7, Valley 
Dale Columbus, O. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Jan. 30-31, | 
| Feb. 1, Palace theatre, Fort Wayne, 


iseum, Cleveland; 5, Jam Room, Mil- | 


Austin: | 


55c-65c 


Band Theatre Biz Strong: Miller 
~ King at 506, Det.; Ted Lewis Fine 





Remember When Patriotic 
Lyrics Were Controversial? 


New York 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 


Early in the spring of 1940 a girl | 


radio singer listened to President 
| Roosevelt's ‘Hand That Held the 
| Dagger’ speech and, although she 


| had never written an entire song by 
| herself, sat down and composed a 
oe It went something like this: 


Here's a job for all of you, 

| There's work for everyone; 
Here is something you can do, 
It’s patriotic fun. 


theatre, Joliet, Ill; 5, Orpheum the- | 
Fall in and get behind your Pres-| 


ident, 

Fall in and help to keep us free; 
| Be glad that you’re a U. S. resident, 
And not like those across the sea. 
Unite is the watchword of America, 
Re-arm so our allies can win; 

|If you want to do your part, 

| And you mean it from the heart, 
|Get the spirit... get busy ... fall 
} in. 


‘Controversial,’ wasn’t it? 

You've been reading our mail! 

Here is the spot for the ‘Variety’ 
censors to eliminate four close-print 
pages of what happened, or 


song. The webs wouldn't touch it, 


BMI would touch it but not with its | 


shoulder to really push. It was a 
many-chaptered tale of polite in- 
terest and studied neglect. It wasn’t 


fashionable just then to be patriotic. 


Patriotism was controversial. 

Still the girl radio singer (and 
no hard feelings, boys) would like 
this one small footnote to get it 
into the reeord that she pre- 


Pearl Harbor in patriotic sentiment 

So a bow for Welcome Lewis and 
Milton Shaw, the young people who 
wrote it...to Phil Cohan Gor- 
don Graham, CBS producers, who 
tried to present it as often as pos- 
sible...to Art Gentry who sarg it 

to Merritt Tompkins, of BMI, who 
believed in it, to Bill Virges, of 
CBS, who helped ‘investigate’ it, to 
| Buddy Shepherd and the boys of 
his orchestra, also to accompanist 
| Arnold New, all of whom tried to 
do their best for it to Miss Alice 
Clements, of the Clements Company, 


and 


Inc., who had the children on the 
Horn & Hardart hour sing it. and 
finally to Miss Edith Bowles, a 
trained nurse fust an honest-to- 
yoodness listener who tried to get 
it nlaved and sung everywhere he 
could. 

No, I didn’t have an ‘interest’ in 
the song. I'm just a columnist at 
heart. 


Hazel Flynn 


Acme Music Corp. has been char- 


tered to conduct a business in mu- 
sical compositions, in New York, 
with a capital stock of 200 shares 


no par value. Directors are: George 
B. Kenner, Attorney Irving A. Fish- 
man and Sylvia Gastman. New York 
City. 


14G, Cincy; Spitalny Big 216, Pitt 


Estimates for This Week 
Cab Calleway, Cleveland—( Palace; 
3,700; 30-35-42-55-65) with ‘Rain or 
Shine’ (20th). Swell $25,000, but not 
to be compared with Glenn Miller's 
| $32,000 chalked up last week. 
Dorsey, New 
2,756; 35-55-85-89-99 ) 
Who Came to (WB) 
| (3d final week). Combination of 
| Dorsey band and ‘Dinner’ continues 
to prove strong b.o. magnet; this 
lweek (3d) $40,000, big, while last 
(2d) was equally potent at 


Jimmy 
(Strand; 
| ‘Man 


York, 
with 
Dinner’ 


| week 

| $48,000. 
Harry James, Newark—(‘Adams; 
| 2,000; 25-35-50-60) teamed with 
‘Stork Paws Off’ (Col). Nice $15.000, 
'with band carrying the load. 

| Sammy Kaye, Providence—( Metro- 
| politan; 3,200; 32-55-65) with ‘I Killed 
' That Man’ (Mono). Nice $9,500 on 


| four days. 


rather | 
what didn’t happen, to that patriotic | 


Geme Krupa, New York. (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99) with 
| Dinah Shore for added b.o. on stage, 
| ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) on screen 
| (4th-final week). Begins final hold- 
| over today (Wednesday) after hitting 
sock $48,500 on third week through 
|last night (Tuesday), while second 
was $59.000 and first over New 


Year's $93,000. 
exceed anything that has played here 


On 28-day run will 


before, including shows held five 
weeks. 

Ted Lewis, Cincinnati—(Shuberts 
2,150; 33-44-60) plus ‘Go West’ (Col), 
High-hatted maestro is a happy 


medium here and _ responsible 
hefty $14,000, best takings in 

Vincent Lopez, New York. (State: 
3,450: 26-44-55-75-90-$1.10) with 
‘Skylark’ (Par) (2d run). Faet this 
picture played d@éwntown. N. Y., 
Brooklyn and Newark on prior runs 
is vitally affecting take here: looks 
$19,000, mild. 

Glenn Miller, Detroit—(Michigan; 
4.000; 40-55-65) plus one of first key 
bookings of ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par). 
Helping popular band to more than 


tor 
town, 


$50,000, smasheroo, and tops Wid 
heuse mark of $49,000 

Phil Spitalny, Pittsburgh—(Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-60-66) with ‘Through 
Night’ (WB). Band grabbing some 
great newspaper and radio breaks. 
Also fine $21,000. 

Claude Thornhill, Philade!phia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) with 
Larry Adler on _ stage d ‘Look 
Who’s Laughing’ (RKO) Solid 


$20,000, with Thornhill’s crew 
most of credit. 


getting 


Ted Weems, Omaha—(Orpheum: 
3,000: 15-40-55) and ‘Swamp Water’ 
(20th). Both picture and band help- 


ing about equally for a fine $15,000, 


best mn town, 
Griff Williams, Chicago 


(Chicago: 


4000: 35-55-75) with ‘Died With 
Boots On’ (WB), oth on second 
week Nifty $33,000, with picture 
representing major draw 
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Wednesday, January 21, ite 


VARIETY 





Fred Weber to Argue ‘Same Terms 


Plea with ASCAP: Latter Replies | 
Sustaining F ees Favor Mutual «: 





Fred Weber, Mutual general man- | R bbi Add Th 
ager, accompanied by counsel, will 0 Ins $ emers 
meet with ASCAP’s radio committee 
tomorrow (Thursday) to thrash out Robbins Music Corp. has acquired 
the intent and meaning of the favor-| fye more theme songs from band 
ed nations clause in the network's | jeaders, 
licensing agreement with ASCAP. | 
Weber and John G. Paine, ASCAP | Garman Cavallero’s ‘My Sentimental | 
general manager, have been unable Heart.’ Les Brown's ‘Evening Star,’ 
to compromise their differences of | Vincent Lopez’ ‘There'll Never Be a | 
interpretation of the clause and sO | pjace Like Home’ (which he uses for | 
Paine arranged for Weber to debate | gjosing) and Eddy Duchin’s “My 
the issue with the group of ASCAP | Twilight Dream.’ 
directors constituting the radio com- 
mittee. 


Weber contends that under the 
terms of the contract which Mutual BMI 
signatured with ASCAP in May, 
1941, that network was given the T0 SAVE PAPER : 


privilege of adopting any better 
| Broadeast Music, Inc., announced | 


terms which might be contained in 
the agreement signed later by any | 
other network. After NBC and | 
CBS consummated ae deal with 
later, Mutual advised Paine that it last week that it has eliminated the | 
would like to revise its contract sO jj ert sheet from its publication of | 
that the fee on commercial programs piano copies so that the use of paper 
would be the same as that paid by ‘can be reduced wherever possible, 
tual under its own deal was com- conservation appeal. BMI figures | 
mitted to pay 3%. ‘that the savings will amount to 
$200 Vs. $12 a Year 33° 3/3%. 

Paine replied that the reduction Walter G. Douglas, chairman of 
cepted at the time the sustaining | sociation, * prevailed upon MPPA’s 
provisions in the NBC-CBS deal, members several weeks ago to adopt | 
which is $200 a year for each affili- a similar policy. 
ated station. Mutual's — sustaining — 
ment of $12 a year if the affiliate E M ' F d ¢ 
held an ASCAP-local station con- state, arine un ut 
tract and half the affiliate’s evening | (0) ‘ W ie 
card rate per month in the event nl n ong ritten 
ASCAP license. By Deceased Sergeant 

Weber has argued that the favor- 
ed nations clause permitted him to 
choose the best features of all con- 

















ASCAP, which was six months 

NBC and CBS, namely 2%4%. Mu- | ,. suggested by the Government's 
would be okay providing Mutual ac- the Music Publishers Protective As- 
clause had provided for tht pay- | 

the station was without a 


local | 


Even though it bought the ‘Marine 


tracts, while Paine’s position has Hymn’ outright from the late Sergt. 
been that the implied choice is L. Z. Phillips, the Marks Music | 
strictly one of package, that is, Mu- Corp. has created a new royalty 


tual may select either the contract |imterest in the number's sheet 

it originally made or the one that ™!° records and other rights. The 

now binds NBC and CBS. percentage set aside will be shared 

between the late soldier’s estate and 

F : a fund for the benefit of the U. S. 
Davis Hinnee Firm Name Marine Corp. 

Georgia Music Corp., New York, The composition has received a 
has changed its name to Joe Davis revival since the outbreak of war. 
Music Co., Inc. Several bands have recorded it and 

Papers to this effect have been |20th Century-Fox recently obtained 
filed with the Secretary of State in}a license for the number’s use in 
Albany by Attorney Alfred L.|the production, ‘To the Shores of 
Shafter of New York City. | Tripoli, 





land that is why they did not get | disease. 
| over. 
They are Stan Kenton’s ‘Moontide,’ | songs in ‘Let’s Face It’, 


|'of Jazz, he said 


as jazz. 


Who, Says Robbins, Do | Freq Fisher, Hit-Maker Since 1902 Ends 


Those ‘Variety’ Reviewers _ é oy 
Eccentric Career by Suicide at 65 


Think They Are, Anyhow? | 
Editor. ‘Variety’: Fred Fisher, 65, publisher and ; night,’ ‘Any Little Girl That's a Nice 


read Scho’s review of ‘Banjo writer, whose career in the music | | Little Girl,’ ‘There’s a Little Spark of 
Bt in the Dec. 31 issife of ‘Va- business was marked by numerous ec- | Love Still Burning,’ ‘Fifty Million 
certainly went out of| centricities as well as a talent for | Frenchmen Can't Be Wuo@ijs’ and 
turning out hits consistently, com- | ‘There’s a Broken Heart for Every 
mitted suicide |y hanging in his|Light on Broadway.’ Others. are 
were not Ppro-| New York home Jan. 14. He had | ‘Some One Thinking of Some One’ 
suffering from an incurable | ‘Daddy, You've Been a Mother To 
A note found on his bed- Me,’ ‘I'd Rather Be Blue Thinking of 
room bureau stated, ‘no one is re-| You,’ ‘I'm Always Building Castles in 
the Air,’ ‘My Brudda Sylvest’ and 





New York. | 


| 
riety’, and he 
| 
| the way to rap that music. 
| Maybe the songs 


jected to the audience intelligently,| been 


At least Danny Kaye sings the} . 
; ° | sponsible for my death. 


rertie | ‘ ’s By 
Lawrence sings the ed gre sr Fisher got his first foothold in the The ‘World's Fomous German Band.’ 
'In The Dark’—and that makes it, business in 1902 with the publication Aside from his prolific output of 
more believable to the audience. | of his song, ‘If the Man in the Moon | hits Fisher was known for his eccen- 
op : .| Was a Coon.’ This one went well |tricities in business. An extremely 
Wait until *A Nickel to My Name lever the 2,000,000-copy mark. After | nervous temperament was respon- 
and ‘Not a Care in the World’ get working several years for Leo Feist, | sible for such curious behaviorisms 
around—then this —- eedhd | oS with Joe McCarthy, the lyric|as tearing”up dollar bills, or any 
think he can pick the hits. writer, as a close associate, Fisher in| paper at hand, while absorbed in 
Also in Bernie Woods’ column,’ 1997 organized his own publishing | thought or conversation; ripping off 
‘Disc Reviews’, I notice he pans germ In the course of 25 years | his own shoelaces under similar cir- 
‘Somebody Nobody Loves’. several fortunes, gathered from roy- |cumstances and finding surcease from 
What authority does this man have alties on his own numbers or from (a fit of depression by becoming the 
o say one tune is good and another | the publication on his own of smash | butt of some destructive practical 
bad? It is all right to say he does hits, passed through his hands. He | joker. The story is told of a friend 
not like the recording, but he does| leaves behind an exceptionally rich! calling on Fisher at his office and 
| not have enough experience to pick) catalog, representing in itself one of | being urged by the latter to do some- 
| the tunes for the nation. I under-| the most colorful segments in the | thing to relieve a fit of the blue. The 
stand he‘also. rapped ‘Aurora’, and | cavalcade of American music. friend complied by picking up one 
it was the biggest record seller last} One of Fisher's biggest financial | Of Fisher's office typewriters and 
year. breaks came from the revamping of | Sending it crashing three stories to 
I am a rhythm guy and know ‘Dardanella. John S. Black andjthe street below. Fisher went into 
plenty about hot bands and musi-! Felix Bernard had turned the manu- | Convulsions of laughter. 
cians. When Jimmy Dorsey was script over to him as a foxtrot. Fisher Generous Side 
asked on the air who is, the King) put lyrics to the number and the re-| fisher tended to react to persons 
e-| sult was a hit that rates perhaps | jn the business in extremes. He was 
cause he financed it’. So I can cope; among the five biggest pop music | ejther a bitter enemy or a friend who 
with Bernie Woods, in swing as well) sellers of all time. Over the years | insisted on granting generous favors, 
the sheet music output on ‘Dardan-| Fisher was always quick to assist 
We haven't got enough trouble ella,’ it is estimated, could easily | those in need and ready to shower 
with band leaders being in the pub-| have gone over 2,000,000 copies, the | his wrath under any circumstances 
| lishing business; every jobber being phonograph records sales, somewhere upon business competitors who had 
(a publisher and with guys like| around 6,000,000 and the piano rolls, | brooked him in some move. He was 
| Martin Block blocking us at every) 4 minimum of 250,000 copies, one of the traditional stormy petrels 
'turn, but we have to get somebody Among the outstanding hits with | at the annual dinners of the Ameri- 
| like Bernie Woods in the spot to pick| which Fisher was associated, either | can Society of Composers, Authors 
hits for the nation. as a writer or a publisher, were! and Publishers, of which he was an 











Kind regards. ‘Come, Josephine, in My Flying| early member. 
J. J. Robbins. | Machine,’ ‘Peg O'My Heart,’ ‘Ireland Surviving are his wife, Anna, two 
——— Must Be Heaven.’ ‘Chicago,’ ‘They Go|sons, Marvin, an arranger, and 


(Review of ‘Aurora? in issue of| Wild, Simply Wild Over Me,’ ‘Blue | Daniel, a display worker, and a 
May 7, 1941, called it ‘ capable tune. |is the Night,’ ‘Auf Wiedersehn My | daughter, Mrs. Doris Wald, 
Ed.) Dear,’ ‘When I Get You Alone To- writer and radio singer, with whom 

B. | he had collaborated of recent years 
in writing tunes. 


song- 

















NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 
| BDich Kuhn 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three - 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ. WABC and His Orchestra 
and WOR. N. Y. Compilatien herewith covers week beginning Monday- — 

through Sunday (Jan, 12-18), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on data The Biggest Little Band 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the in Radle 

| music publishing industry. 
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MILLER MUSIC 





A timely song that touches every American heart 


WHEREVER YOU ARE 


Words and Music by Cliff Friend and Charlie Tobias 


Dick Jurgens’ successor to “Elmer's Tune" 


| GUESS I'LL BE ON MY -WAY 


By Floyd Hunt, Lester Melrose, Dick Jurgens 


. . » strong enough to attract fans in any corner of the 
. country." — says The Billboard 


HONEY DEAR 


Words and Musie by Floyd Hunt and Lester Melrose 






































TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 4th Year Hotel Astor 
| Elmer's Tune. cwa Se eh meek sta Las (ORI. egih kant tea 39 | - 
| White Cliffs of Dover................eeece0- {CS oc. eee DECCA RECORDS 
Everything I Love—t'‘Let’s Face It’..... ee. |) re es 
How About You? Feist 2 
Rose O’Day Tobias aa . o ~ MUTUAL _ NETWORK 
Who Calls? Ee eee oo eee Dir.: M.C.A. 
Blues in the Night—t ‘Blues in Night’..... ey ee ee} 
Wane 18 Do Lunn? BEAvier, 5.55 csikcs cccecncwacwe ROOM kee vcst cca On Te 
| Sometimes ERED Ss OU a Vk each EEE, <le aia wancae e 19 — 
| Chattanooga C hoo Cc hoo—*' Sun Valley BOrenade’., FOIE occccsuccwe 201 ‘ 
| *This Love of Mine.................. ye , embassy ....... 37 
|Humpty Dumpty Heart—?+‘Playmates’ .. Southern cchven Om 
We Did It Before—t‘Banjo Eyes’ ..Witmark ....... 15 | 
Day Dreaming. ~ kk em Metis .... 38 Vocal By 
He’s A 1 in the Army Se eee eee eee .. Valiant ero: of LYNNE SHERMAN 
Madelaine are PRN NEO Are Gd sacchas toute a ae er, |: ee ae 12 
Mandy Is Two ................. : Cat fd 12 OKEH No. 6527 
{pe Sn a ~. WHOM gw ce AS : 
| Someone’s Roc kin’ My Dream Boat oe Aine | Backed By 
bee. ere ie eee eset CAMIDOOR 4... 10 TOM THUMB 
I Know Why—?‘Sun Valley Serenade’ ...... re . 10 
| Long ee ee GAMO os coos ob ia ce bcdiceokt Rog: —_—_———— 10 | 
* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. COUNT BASIE 
| + Filmusical. 
t Legitimate. 
| { 
| Pipe a 
THE BALLAD HIT OF 1942! 


ON THE 
| STREET OF REGRET 


By JOHN KLENNER and PETE WENDLING 
— RECORDINGS E 


SAMMY KAYE KATE SMITH EDDIE DUCHIN 
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Wednesday, January 21, 1942 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Eli Oberstein claims his Imperial Record Co., now merged with oN, 
under the title of Classic Record Co., is off to a good start. According to his 
figuring his outfit sold 155,000 copies of “Two Hits of the Week’ in the first 
four weeks of operation. He outlets mostly through chain department 

s 
va ‘stein so far has used bands of Bunny Berigan, Vincent Lopez, Blue 
Barron, Ina Ray Hutton and several others and says he expects to add 
more in the near future. 
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SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN ADVISES IT’S WILLING 
10 LICENSE BALLROOMS IN NEBRASKA 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers! State with Anti-ASCAP Law Now Faces Alternative 
(Week ending Jan, 17) of Multiple Individual Deals—Publisher Must List 


All Works and Pay Filing Fee of 25 Cents Each 
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Lou Levy has assigned all the copyrights in his Kaycee Music Co, to his 
original catalog, the Leeds Music Corp., thereby making the Kaycee num- 
pers exslusively available to licensees of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. Olman Music catalog, which Levy bought 

recently from the Lombardos, will be maintained as a separate entity. 

The Kaycee catalog, which was purchased from the Jenkins Music Co. 
Jast year, includes ‘12th St. Blues,’ ‘Picolo Pete,’ ‘Peaceful Valley’ and ‘No- 
pody’s Darling But Mine.’ 





Harms, Inc., one of the Warner Bros. publishing group, has notified the 
E. B. Marks Music Co. that it considers the melody of Marks’ new pub- 
lication, ‘From One Love to Another’ an infringement of Chris Schom- 
berg’s ‘Darling,’ which Harms publisked in 1920. The Marks tune was 
written by Ernesto Lecuona. 

Claim by Harms is that the chorus of ‘From One Love’ constitutes a 
virtual lift of the Schomberg melody. 





Santly-Joy-Select has taken over the publication and other rights of the 
song, ‘Loretta,’ from the Magnolia Music Co., which has been releasing 
through Broadcast Music, Inc. The number was written by Kay Twomey, 
Fred Wise and Al Frisch, whose songs likewise have been associated ex- 
clusively with BMI. So that Magnolia could consummate the deal BMI 
consented to the cancellation of the performing rights it held on ‘Loretta.’ 
Santly is affiliated with ASCAP. 





Collaborator on new song hit, ‘Dear Mom,’ which is based on a con- 
scriptee’s letter home, is Dr. Coleman Harris, New York M.D. Songwriting 
is a hobby with him, but ‘Mom’ is the first of his works to be published. 
Jack Lawrence worked with him on both melody and lyric. Republic Music 
publishes. 

Hes currently arranging to transfer his practice prior to joining the 
Naval forces. 


ASCAP’s collections for the closing month of 1941 was $425,000, or about 
$25,000 more than had been estimated when the Society’s board of directors 
authorized the distribution for the final °42 quarter. The authorization 
meeting was held Dec. 18. The $425,000 represents the largest collection 
for any month of 1941. 





Republic Pictures has contracted for the title and synchronization rights 
to ‘My Buddy,’ paying Remick $2,500. 

The purchase was in connection 
westerns. 


: ASCAP Slant on State Laws 


with one of Republic’s forthcoming 











May Patch Up Compromise in Florida — But! 
| both the lyrics and the melody. 


Nebraska Is Hopelessly Tangled 


ASCAP and Florida officials may 
soon evolve a compromise agree- 
ment that will allow the Society to 
do business again in that state. The 
Florida attorney general is now 
drafting a memorandum covering an 


works by infringement actions. Some 
ASCAP publishers have already no- 
tified Nebraska users that they are 
lishers’ tunes and have _ retained 
Omaha counsel to take action against 
interpretation of the law which will} any Nebraska broadcasters, hotels or 
be satisfactory to himself and}ballrooms that perform their music 
ASCAP, and, as happened in the! without the required licenses. 

case of the State of Washington, this| The Nebraska law makes it man- 
understanding will suffice for ASCAP | datory that any agency representing 
to resume licensing Florida stations,|two or more copyright owners reg- 





hotels, ballrooms, theatres and other |ister ali its numbers with a state 
users. | authority and also pay a fee of 25c 
Meanwhile ASCAP will undertake|for every such registration. This 


to clear up the Kansas situation also. | stipulation was regarded by ASCAP | 
John G. Paine, ASCAP general man-|as too onerous, and it elected to let | 





to refrain from playing these pub- | 


Rone DST 6 os 000000000000 BON 


Bimer’s Tune. ..<.. 0 ones cee 
Shrine of St. Cecelia..... Braun 
Chattanooga Choo Choo... .Feist 
We Did It Before...... Witmark 
No Laughing Matter..*....Block 
Everything I Love..... Chappell 
Blues in the Night...... Remick 
Remember P. Harbor...Republic 
Angels of Mercy..... .....- Berlin 
This Love of Mine.....Embassy 
Madelaine......... ee 


Anniversary Waltz......Mayfair 
Shepherd Serenade.....Mayfair 


Leibell Upholds 
Legal Rights 
On Renewals 


Judge Vincent L, Leibeli in a 
ruling handed down in the N. Y. 
federal court last week upheld the 
principle that the authors of a song 
are the joint owners of the renewal 
rights and that each writer has the 
right to assign his renewal rights to 
a different publisher. The court 
aired this opinion in denying the plea 
of the E. B. Marks Music Co. for a 
sunimary judgment against the Jerry 
Vogel Music Co. Marks is seeking to 
restrain Vogel from jointly publish- 
ing ‘The Bird on Nellie’s Hat,’ ‘T 
Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now’ and 
‘December and May.’ 

Marks was the original publisher 
of the three tunes and when the re- 
newal terms approached Vogel ob- 
tained the rights to the lyrics of 
each. He subsequently published 











In asking for the summary judg- 
ment Marks contended that there 
were no triable issues involved, and 
that it was a matter of merely de- 
ciding whether Vogel had infringed 
Marks’ rights by publishing the 
melody. The judge by his opinion 
admitted that when a writer takes 
out a renewal on a jointly authored 


work he acts also for his colleague | 
does not | 


but that, the court added, 
prevent the colleague from passing 
on his right to his own choice of 
publisher. Implied in every renewal, 
it was also pointed out, is the prin- 
ciple of joint ownership and in- 


| divisibility of rights so that there is 
| nothing 
| who holds the assignment of one 


to prevent the publisher 


| phase of the number to publish both 








Lincoln, Jan. 20. 

First step in opening the battle 
between Nebraska music users 
the ‘released’ membership of ASCAP 
was taken here this week when 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., publish- 
ers, served notice on ballroom men 
that they were ready to dicker on 
terms for the music copyrights 
owned by that house. Ballroomers 
scurried to the phone or typewriter 
and communicated with the state at- 
torney-general and_ secretary of 
state about what to do, and when, 
and how much, 


At first glance, it seems the Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co. notice will go 
disregarded, because it hasn’t pro- 
ceeded according to Legislative Bill 
No. 478, of the 1937 session of the 
Nebraska legislature, which was 
anti-ASCAP in nature and demand- 
ed certain moves by individual 
copyright owners before they could 
conduct business in Nebraska. This 
law was upheld as constitutional by 
the supreme court of the United 
States. 


Test case here, on basis of which 
the whole law was given the nod 
by the supreme bench, only con- 
cerned itself with monopoly phases, 
which may be the reason why Sha- 
piro, Bernstein erred. 

Nebraska law demands that every 
title, sheet of music, or arrange- 
ment owned by an individual be 
registered with the secretary of 
state of Nebraska, and for each, a 
filing fee of 25c will be charged. 
Only after this Is done, is that in- 
dividual legally able to pursue the 
users of his music and demand of 


them payment of license, or sue 
them for infringement. 
For infringement, in each case, 


the law allows $250 as the fine, plus 
court costs and legal fees. 

The dancery men in Nebraska are 
very much bothered by the possi- 
bility of confusion, fines, unlimited 
number of deals which must be made 
with individuals, and all the com- 
plex situations this law is apt to 
breed, now that it has been okayed. 
It is highly probable this week, that 
even though the Shapiro, Bernstein 
notice is not believed to be in order, 
that they’re going to rifle the li- 
brary of the bandleaders as 
come in for S-B_ published 
and not allow it played. 
S-B is off to a wrong start, they say, 


stuff, 


they want to be sure they're not 
liable. 

One operator said he could see} 
visions this year of doing biz with | 


1,000 different individuals, which 
would mean, even if they could all 
be satisfied with a license of $1 each, 


| for 
and | 





| broadcast licensees, 


| from 
they | 


Even if} 


‘If Patriotic ‘Sentiment 


might run up to $1.000 filing alone 
major publishers for their li- 
braries, it would only take four or 
five cases of infringement to pop up 
in the state to pay for it in the 
courts. 

Secretary of state’s office here is 
expecting big things of this muddled 
layout, and may shortly have to pre- 
pare a big music library layout, 
probably more complete than any 
other in Nebraska, if the individuals 
really get down to a tooth and nail 
fight. 

All music users at first inclined 
to pooh-pooh the scrap as any ma- 
jor upheaval, are now awaiting 
anxiously to see how serious it may 
be. Now that they’ve given it some 
thought, they can’t see the Society 
taking the whole thing lying down, 
allowing something to spring up 
here which might well be the seed 
for ruining the organization. 

Besides the attorney general and 
the secretary of state, the office of 
the tax commissioner in Nebraska 
is also watching each incident in 
the affair closely. Tax Commis- 
sioner is Frank Brady, a former 
rancher, who was the senator who 
introduced the bill and fought for 
its passage. 

Truth is, most of the dance men 
in the state stood outside of the 
whole argument, as was the case 
with theatres, too, while radio did 
the scrapping. 


502 STATIONS 
NOW IN ASCAP 


ASCAP’s list of station licensees 
as of Monday (19) totaled 552, in- 
cluding the 19 outlets that are mem- 
bers of John Shepard’s Yankee and 
Colonial Networks, 

Officials of the Society estimate 
that the organization is only about 
50 stations short of all potential 
since there are 
around 75 stations that are barred 
doing business with ASCAP 
as a result of local state laws. 








Is Wanted’—They Got It 


Buffalo, Jan. 20. 

Sheet music sales, perhaps reflect- 
ing a nationwide trend, have on len 
sharply away from swing and swung 


instead to patriotic tunes here. 
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the music and the words, a possibility highly unlikely, $1,000 Inquiry of Buffalo dealers shows 

ager, and Herman Finkelstein, of} its individual members do their li- | Seale nicapahiel for licenses, an increase of 10 times| ‘Star Spangled Banner’ and ‘God 
Society counsel, are slated to meet | censing direct with Nebraska users. | over what he was paying for | Bless America’ getting biggest call 
with the Kansas attorney gener ai | It has been indicated that no steps Radiotune Staff Intact | ASCAP’s old blanket deal. Qf current crop, ‘White Cliffs of 
and local broadcaster spokesmen in | will be taken for the time being | Even though the filing fee of 25c\| Dover’ and ‘Angels of Mercy’ get 
Topeka tomorrow (Thursday) to/} against Nebraska film theatres. Many | To Greene-Revel Inc. | per copy of music owned, which/| heaviest play. 

work out an arrangement whereby publishers have issued synchroniza- | s : SS 
the latter will be lawfully able to | tion licenses for films that are ex-| Broadcast Music, Inc. has a 
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signature ASCAP contract and with- | 
out the necessity of waiting until the 
Kansas legislature repeals the anti- | 
ASCAP statute. A similar move may 
be made with regard to North Dako- 
- later. Other states that have ex- 


isung anti-ASCAP laws are Nebras- | 


ka, Georgia and Mississippi. 


In the case of Mississippi and Ne- | 


braska the attitude within ASCAP 
is that the provisions of the laws in 
these states make it impossible for 
either compliance or compromise, 
and that ASCAP’s only choice is to 
return the rights for the two states | 


back to the members, so that the | 


| Washington 
| resulted 
| by KOL, KOMO and KJR. 





hibited in this state, 
are inclined not to do anything that 
|might prevent the showing of such 
pictures in Nebraska or any other 
state. 


Seattle Outlets in ASCAP 
Seattle, Jan. 20. 
Removing of the last legal obstacle 
the of ASCAP music on 
state radio stations has 
the signing of licenses 


to use 
in 


KOL took a per program pact on 


commercials with KOMO and KJR | 


taking the same set up plus sus-| 


latter will be free to protect their |taining program use. 


a 


and these pubs | 


switched the professional staff intact | 


from Radiotunes, Inc., to another 
one of its subsidiaries, Greene-Revel, 
Inc. A replacement staff is being 
engaged for the Radiotunes setup. 


Elmore White becomes profes- 
ional manager of Greene-Revel 
Abe Frankel becomes general man 
ager of the Hollywood office and 
Max Lutz, manager of the Chicago 


branch, 


formerly head 
of Boston, has 
professional 


George J. Reardon, 
of Back Bay Music 
resigned to become 


| manager of the newly-organized Bay | 
| State Music Co. 


By Eddie Seiler, 





Tucker TOKEH) 6466 
(DECCA) 4105 


Tommy 


Guy Lombardo 


|  CHERIO MUSIC 
HOLLYWOOD 
5834 La Mirada Ave. 





CANCEL THE FLOWERS| 


Sol Marcus and Bennie BenjJemen — Writers of i 


| DON’T WANT TO SET THE WORLD ON FIRE 


RECORDED 


Charioteers (OKEH) 6509 


PUBLISHERS, 
NEW YORK CITY 
1585 Broadway 


BY 
Tony Martin (DECCA) 4101! 


Mitchell Ayres (BLUEBIRD) 811392 


IN¢ a } 
CHICAGO 
Woods Theatre Bldg. 
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IMMY DAVIS (decca) 





Rees 


| WISH | HAD A SWEETHEART 


(LIKE THAT OLD SWEETHEART OF MINE) 


JOHNNY LONG (decca) 


Introduced and Recorded by 
HORACE HEIDT (col.) 
BOB CHESTER (bluebird) 


DORAINE MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., 1619 B’way, New York 


AL DONAHUE (okeh) 


Professional Manager: PETER DORAINE 





JOE REICHMAN (victor) 
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Entertainer, Sandwiched Between 
AGVA and AFM, Tells of Run-Around 


Miami. 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 


What Either American 
Federation of Musicians or the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
..-no one seems to know a thing. 
I'm not being nasty but I’m curious, 
and after 20 years in this business | 
I think it’s high time I ask a few 
questions. 

Last year, in New York City, I 
was told that my piano-player had 
to belong to AGVA since he didn’t 
read music and we work on the 
floor, separate from the band. Okeh, 
I hie myself over to AGVA and they 
inform me that the piano-player had 
to belong to the AFM. So, I went 


to AFM headquarters, Local 802, 
and they informed me that, if he 
can’t read music he can’t belong 
to AFM either. So I let it go at 
that as we were leaving for San 
Francisco. 


We opened in San Francisco, and 
they told me he must either belong 
to the Musicians or he can’t work. 
Owing to the fact that he can’t 
read, they issued him a conditional 
card; that is, Eddy Love gave us a 
receipt for the money and informed 
us that the card would be along 
in the very near future. It wasn’t 
there Sept. 15, 1941, and we paid 
him the money in February, 1941. 
When we were leaving San Fran- 
cisco, Max West, of AGVA, informed 
me that he didn’t see why I was 
paying AFM when AGVA would 
do the trick for the piano-player, 
and then I explained to him what 
had happened in New York. He 
informed me that they probably 
didn’t understand it. So, I had the 
piano-player take out a membership 
in AGVA, thinking that this would 
be the end of it once and for all. 


We arrived in Miami and started 
work at the Tobacco Road, and Roy 
Singer, of the musician’s union said 
that he (the pianist) would have to 
belong to this local. We produced 
the receipt from Love in San Fran- 
cisco, and then, at long last. we 
finally got the card from the national 
headquarters. Then I went to Bert 
Green, who is supposed to be the 
head AGVA man down there, and he 
told me that we were wrong in giv- 
ing Roy Singer any money for the | 
local union as we were protected by 
AGVA but we wound up giving AFM 
the money. 


After we closed at Tobacco Road 
and went to the Te-Pee; the latter 
folded without a minute’s . notice. 
The manager paid off up to that 
night and said that as far as notice 
Was concerned, there was 
Only he wasn’t that polite. 


goes? 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








Palm Garden Night Club, president 
and chairman of the board; John 
Hergett, Mt. Vernon, of the Ringside 
and Sunset Club, v.p.; William Pan- 
cake, Columbus, Roxy Club, treas- 
urer. 


GROUP IN PLEA 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 


an organization of the leading com- 
munity and college theatres of the 
country, 
Morale Branch of the U. S. Army 
collecting entertainment material for 
use by the soldiers in their highly 
important 
camp shows. 


ference is hurriedly attempting to 
collect as many short comedy skits, 
original songs, 
possible which the enlisted men can 
use for their camp revues. 
collected material would be fur- 


army until the men can find the time 


terial, of course, would be furnished 


terial can be quickly printed and dis- 





Then | needed. 





Form Booking Unit 


Youngstown, O., Jan. 20. 
Elmer Richter has resigned as sec- 
retary of the Buckeye Retail Liquor 
Dealers Assn. to become general 
manager and secretary of the newly 
incorporated Ohio Nite Club Produc- 
tions, Inc., Columbus, new booking 
agency which has obtained a fran- 
chise to book acts under sanction of 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Officers of the new group are: 
Rollin Shaffer, Columbus, of the 








FOR STAGE 
MATERIAL 


Cleveland. 


‘The National Theatre Conference, 


is at the request of the 


and necessary original 


At the present moment the Con- 


and dance acts as 
Such 
nished the Morale Branch of the 
to write their own acts. The ma- 
to the camps free of all royalty or 
other costs. 


It is hoped 
large collection 


that a collection—a 
of such revue ma- 





tributed to the camps, for use only 
by the U. S. Army. 

Now nobody wants to deprive 
writers of royalties, or comedians of 
their material. But this is an emerg- 
ency. And if there are any managers, 


Admission by Stamps 





San Antonio, Jan. 20. 

The Shadowland night club has 
inaugurated a new idea which 
suggests far-reaching effects. It 
is devoting one night each week 
as ‘National Defense Night.’ 

Each person paying the regu- 
lar admission of $1 is given the 
equivalent in defense stamps. 


SEVERE NITERY 
SLUMP IN MPLS. 


— 











Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 
A severe slump in local night club 
business since U. S. entry into war 
is attributed in part to bad news 
from Japanese front, tightening of 
usual clientele’s pursestrings be- 
cause of living costs’ rise and in an- 
ticipation of income tax payments. 
However, clubs’ suffering is in con- 
trast to present thriving business 
being enjoyed by loop first-run the- 
atres, 
It’s pointed out that the present 
comparatively big-income class in 
cities like Minneapolis, where the 
wealthy individuals are not so nu- 
merous, are the war industry work- 
ers. These war industry workers 
never have been patrons of the 
swankier spots, and they’re not at- 
tracted to them now. 
The Minnesota Terrace, in the 
Hotel Nicollet, the Twin Cities’ lead- 
ing night spot, for example, was off 
$1,500 in gross in December from the 
same month a year ago. The below- 
zero weather, however, was a factor. 
As soon as the news from the Pa- 
cific is better, night club operators 
say they expect a sharp reversal. 
There have been no blackouts, and 
there are no other restrictions in 
this inland city. 


Dinah Shore Stopped 





By-Soldiers-For-Soldiers Musical — 
Goes Over Strongly at Camp Upton 





Camp Upton, N. Y., Jan. 20. 
Former Broadwayites and radio 
people assigned to the morale branch 
here continue to provide at Camp 
Upton the Army’s prime example of 


by-soldiers-for-soldiers entertain- 
ment, Their latest winning concoc- 
tion is a home-grown musical revue 
labeled ‘We're Ready,’ which had its 
preem Friday (16) evening. 

Show is one of those that the Sec- 
ond Corps Area’s commanding gen- 
eral and his morale branch are en- 
couraging on the theory that amuse- 
ment worked up among the troops 
themselves is a greater morale-build- 
er and better appreciated than en- 
tertainment sent from the outside. 

If enthusiasm of the soldier spec- 
tators is any criterion, Brig-General 


SMALL, MORRIS 
IN BOOKING 
CONFLICT 


Paul Small and the William Morris 
agency last week entered the first 
round of.what may prove an interest- 
ing battle between the now inde- 
pendent agent and his former em- 
ployer. Small set two Morris office 
clients, Mr. and Mrs. George Jessel 
(Lois Andrews), for a 10-day run at 
the Monte Carlo, N. Y. nitery, open- 
ing tonight Wednesday, and the 
Morris agency immediately stated ‘it 
would not split commissions with 
Small.’ 

While Jessel’s business has always 
been arranged by the Morris office, 
he was under the impression he had 











By Freedley on Song 





Vinton Freedley, producer of ‘Let’s 
Face It,’ at the Imperial, N. Y., 
stopped Dinah Shore from singing 
‘Everything I Love,’ Cole Porter tune 
from the show, during her stage ap- 
pearances at the Paramount, N. Y. 
Both Freedley and his attorney 
wired the singer last Friday (16), 
ordering her to stop using the num- 
ber ‘immediately.’ Producer has ex- 
clusive stage rights to the song. 

Miss Shore, who had been urged 
by Chappell, Porter’s publishers, to 





producers, actors who have extra 
comedy acts or skits hanging around, 
the army might use them. Short 


none. | comedy or blackout skits are most 
Where are all the old acts} 


we were told that we couldn’t do a| from ‘The Bandwagon,’ ‘One for the 


thing about it unless we had a Form | 


B contract filed at the union. How- 


Money,’ ‘As Thousands Cheer,’ ‘At 
Home Abroad,’ etc? Where are the 


ever this ‘Form B’ has apparently | good old vaudeville turns? Any ma- 


been kept a dark secret. 

Mark you, this is none of my busi- 
ness, I've only been through hell 
about 10 times over this mess, and 
when I went to find Bert Green of 
AGVA, he had gone—heaven knows 
where!—and the new man couldn’t 
be found either. 

I’ve never seen such adept han- 
dling of passing the buck. 

Ray Bourbon. 


NAT'L, L’VILLE, QUITS 





VAUDE AFTER 16 WKS. 





Louisville, Jan. 20. 
The National, 2,400-seat house, is 
closed after 16 weeks of vaudfilm. 
Bert Smith has been producer, and 
policy has been script shows and 
musical revivals, with vaude acts in- 
terspersed. A line of 18 girls, some 
locals and others imported, was the 
standout item of each week's bill. 
Closing will leave the town with- 
out stage shows. 





Spokane Quitting Vaude 
Spokane, Jan. 20. 

William L. Evans, owner of the 
Post Street theatre, which has played 
circuit vaudeville three days a week 
with first-run pictures since last 
September, has announced a change 
to second-run pictures only. 

This leaves Spokane’ without 
vaudeville, as the Rex theatre is 
closing its ‘Girlesque’ tab show, after 
a five-month run, and will return 
to subsequent-runs., 


terial sent us at this time will be 
promptly returned to the senders if 
necessary. 

Perhaps some of the revue acts 
will have to be rewritten somewhat 
in order to bring them up to date, 
or to fit the all-men requirements, 
etc. We have a staff of writers on 
hand who can do this work if per- 
mission for so doing is granted. 

Material should be sent to the Na- 
tional Theatre Conference, Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland. 

Edwin Duerr, 
Chairman, NTC Camp 
Revues Project. 





| 


Pitt AGVA Extending 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

Nat Nazarro, Jr., executive secre- 
tary of American Guild of Variety 
Artists chapter here, is launching 
drive to organize locals in number of 
surrounding communities which have 
as many as two or three cafes. Latest 
city to come under his supervision 
is Altoona, where Nazarro spent all 
of the last week lining up entertain- 
ers in and around that town. 

Others will be visited by Nazarro 
very shortly, he says, with Johns- 
town probably next and then, more 
than likely, Erie. Pittsburgh branch 
of AGVA is finally rolling along 
smoothly after flock of growing 
pains and now getting full coopera- 
tion everywhere locally. It’s been 
that way since musicians local 60, 
arrived at a working arrangement 
with entertainers’ union. 





Organizing Drive 


use the number, replaced it with 
‘This Is No Laughing Matter,’ but 
didn’t have sufficient time to cut it 
from her Sunday night (18) pro- 
gram on NBC-Blue (WJZ) for Bris- 
tol-Myers. However, unlike other 
occasions on which she sang the tune 
on that or the Eddie Cantor show, 
she omitted plugging ‘Let’s Face It’ 
in her introduction of the song. 
Singer also indicated she won't plug 
the song again even on the air. She’s 
out the cost of the special arrange- 
ment she had made. She has also re- 
corded it for Bluebird. 

According to Miss Shore, she 
thought that the Paramount, which 
she had notified of her intention of 
using the number, would attend to 
clearing it. That, plus the fact that 
Chappell had urged her to sing it 
during her stage act, led her to be- 
lieve it was all right to use it. 
Although admitting she had un- 
wittingly erred in having failed to 
clear the song properly, Miss Shore 
was indignant at what she regarded 
as the rude manner in which Freed- 
| ley’s and his attorney’s demands 
were expressed. 


Stunt Man Held in Mpls. 








Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 

Ward Williams, 38, of Chicago, 
automobile stunt man at county 
fairs, is in custody charged with 
drugging and assaulting a 19-year- 
old Canadian giri whom he met on a 
train while she was en route to her 
home in Saskatchewan. . 

The girl claims the attack occurred 
in a hotel room here during a 75- 
minute interval between trains. 
Prior thereto, she alleges, she was 
given a soft drink which made her 
dizzy. Williams says he was drink- 
ing and recalls nothing. 





no contract for nitery engagements 


‘ ? ?| with the agency. His wife, however, 
From Let $ Face It was signed with the Morris office, so 


| Small 


set the deal for the Monte 
Carlo direct with Jessel to deliver 
Mrs. Jessel. Subsequently, Jessel 
was advised he did have an ‘author- 
ization’ on file at the Morris office, 
so the comedian stated yesterday 
(Tuesday) he would amicably adjust 
matters with Small and that the 
booking would go through the 
Morris office. 

Jessel, who rarely plays niteries, 
explains this infrequent appearance 
as having come about more or less 
accidentally because of his activities 
in behalf of the big Naval Relief 








On Charge by Girl, 19 ign." 


benefit at Madison Square Garden, 
|N. Y., March 10. As chairman of a 
| theatrical committee on ticket sales, 
| Jessel’s personal quota is $40,000, so 
| he and Mrs. Jessel have been making 
|the rounds of niteries and stimu- 
| lating sales via appeals from the 
| floor. When Jessel approached Fefe 
| (Felix Ferry) of the. Monte Carlo, 
| latter countered with the proposal 
| that the Jessels come to work for 
| him, Small then arranged the deal. 

Jessel states this will be his only 
nitery date during the current run 
, Of his musical, ‘High Kickers,’ on 


| Broadway. 


RING PROMOTER TURNS 
TO HILLBILLY CONTEST 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 
Tom Packs, for years a promoter 
of wrestling and boxing shows here, 











ment field after a recent partnership 
with Larry Sunbrock. Packs’ initial 
solo last week in the Municipal 
Auditorium was a click, with more 
than 12,000 turning out for a matinee 
and p.m. show at a general admish 
A few seats were 


Billed as the ‘St. Louis National 
Hillybilly Contest,’ entertainers came 
from as far as Kansas City, with 
the Oklahoma Wranglers of radio 
station KMBC representing that 
community. Rest of the talent was 
made up principally of natives. 
‘Championships’ were copped by lo- 
calites, with ‘Cowboy Jake’ Wiggin- 
ton carrying off the warbling hon- 
ors; Fred Whitworth, the fiddling 
first, and Zeb Nelson was the best 
| harmonica player. 





The Minnesota State Fair this year 
will be held Aug. 29 to Sept. 7. 





|has entered the hillbilly entertain- | 


Irving Phillipson and his staff are 0 
the right track. For both at the de. 
but of ‘We’re Ready’ and at per. 
formances of local-talent shows at 
other camps, soldiers appear to like 
this entertainment better than the 
pro variety. 


Mebbe It’s the Corny Humor 

It may be the corny, close-to-home 
soldier humor that gets ‘em. In 
‘We're Ready,’ as in virtually every 
other such show, there are skits 
about uniforms too small or tog 
large, officiousness of lieutenants 
tough sergeants, and similar familiar 
facets of a draftee’s life. And they 
never fail to get belly laughs from 
soldiers and civilians alike. 

Current opus got uproarious ap- 
plause from & house jammed with 
every rank, from the commanding 
officer, Lieut.-Col. H. C. Brenizer, to 
12-hour recruits whose only identi. 
fying marks as soldiers were tags 
haging from the lapels of their ciy. 
vies. 

Show will be repeated every other 
Monday and Friday, alternating with 
‘Brother Rat’ during the in-between 
weeks. It becomes part of the reper- 
toire with which Upton’s morale unit 
provides a show every weekday 
night. A reception center for re. 
cruits, who are usually held here two 
weeks or less, Upton is able to re- 
peat its shows for a continuous flow 
of new audiences. 

Camp’s production of ‘Brother Rat’ 
has already toured the approximately 
30 camps in the Second Corps Area 
(New York, New Jersey, Delaware 
and part of Maryland). Best num- 
bers from ‘We're Ready’ will be com. 
bined with the best from the rest of 
the revue repertoire into a show to 
| be called ‘That’s Life.” This will be 
presented in March and then sent on 
our, with a possibility, if it clicks as 
expected, of finding a Broadway 
| showcase for a couple of weeks, as 
|did Upton’s ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank’ in 
| the last war. 

Fashion Show 

Laugh-a-second humor of ‘We're 
|Ready’ is probably topped by a 
|‘fashion-show,’ in which ‘models’ 
| show the latest in G.I. (Government- 
|Issue) raiment. ‘Models’ included 
|Ralph Nelson, who was stage man- 
lager for the Lunts on their last two 
| tours and had been under a junior 
| writer’s pact to Metro; Kurt Burian, 
‘former pro cocktail room _ pianist; 
|Gary Merrill, a former George Ab- 
|bott regular, who appeared in 
|‘Brother Rat,’ ‘See My Lawyer’ and 
|other shows; and Edward O'Connor, 
late of the Stork. Club’s orch. 

There are a couple of nifty soldier 
tunes, with lyrics by Nelson and 
Tom MacDonald, who was a produc- 
tion man and writer for Young & 
Rubicam ad agency, working on such 
shows as ‘Hobby Lobby’ and ‘We the 

| People.’ Nelson and MacDonald also 
| did the book, which, in a broad sort 
of way, carries a group of recruits 
through their early days in camp. 
Music is by Herbert Pine, a former 
Tin Pan Alleyite, and Ralph Kessler, 
former musician and _ conductor. 
Nelson and Ezra Stone directed. 

Best of the serious tunes is the 
martial ‘All Out, America,’ while the 

| comedy is headed by ‘When I Begin 
'to Clean the Latrine,’ sung to the 
|tune of ‘Begin the Beguine.’ It’s done 
|by Nelson. Dick Browning, Juilliard 
graduate and former concert singer, 
handles the major end of the serious 
vocalizing. 

Other Cast Members 
| Other members of the cast are 
| Ross Elliott, another George Abbot» 
alumnus, who also played in several 
Orson Welles shows; Philip True% 
legiter in his 
who was 





|son of Ernest and a 
own right; Alan Manson, 
|on Broadway in ‘Journey to Jerusé 
|lem’ and on many radio shows; Jerry 
| Chaiken, former vocalist with Buddy 
Clark’s band; Robert Muller, bors 
| rowed from Upton’s finance offices 
Jose Di Donato, formerly of the tal- 
ent and writing department of CBS, 
|and Stanley Solomon, former nitery 
m. ¢c, 

Also, one stuffed pigeon, courtesy 
of the Theatre Guild’s production ° 
‘Taming of the Shrew.’ Its func’ 
is to bring a message from Mitch 
Field offering to trade ‘five pursi! 
ships for one Brown Bomber. 

a reference, of course, to Upt 
newest recruit, Joe Louis, who 0° 
an intermission bow and announce 

(through the unbilled courtesy of f 
press agent): ‘I’ve got a new man 


| 


on'’s 





ager now and a new trainer, ae 
gotta learn a new style of fight: 
Herb. 
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Gilded Cantinas on Coast Wither 
From Public Apathy; Gloom Piles Up 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. ‘DOING THE ANVIL CHORUS 

Popping sounds heard along Sun- | 
cet Strip and other thoroughfares |Pitt Entertainers Go Into Defense 
devoted to night life are neither |Jobs With Deflation of Cafe Bookings 
champagne corks nor Japanese 
pombs. They are financial ex: | 
plosions in various gilded cantinas,| Deflation here in cafe bookings 
the result of public apathy since | since outbreak of war has sent flock 
New Year's Eve. Most prominent | of local entertainers back to their old 
among the blackouts are Ciro’s, | jobs, most of them in vital defense 
Trouville and Rhumboogie, which | industries. 
fave perished for lack of susten- Buddy Boyle, hand-balancer and 
ance. Many of the other niteries juggler, has dropped his specialty for 
are suffering from malnutrition of | the duration and taken a job at the 
the cash register. | Westinghouse plant, and Robert, of 

One explanation is war suspense, | the adagio team of Robert and Ro- 
with everybody waiting for the guy , berta, has gone to work in a local 
upstairs to drop the other shoe. An- factory as a steamfitter. : 
other is the impending income tax, Draft casualties continue in band 
which will puncture bloated salaries | ranks. Latest to get his marching 
and deprive night club spenders of | orders is Bill LeRoy, Pittsburgh 
their customary pocket money. Still | maestro who has batoned a local out- 
another explanation is the absence | fit for several years. With his de- 
of the horse racing crowd which | 
used to celebrate its winnings or | 
drowned its sorrows in niteries after | LaBelle. 
a day at Santa Anita. But there | 


ain't ne Santa Anita this year. P , 
A few of the late spots are still | 

running but not breaking any track | wnaroun 

records. Among these are Earl | 

Carroll cafe-theatre, Paul Whiteman | Chi Fl d 


is doing okay with his orchestra at 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 


the Florentine Gardens and Phil 
Harris’ musickers are getting over 
Committee from the Entertainment 
Managers Assn. (bookers) has en- 


the nut at the Biltmore’ Bowl. 
tered a formal complaint with Mayor 














Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 











| then 
|parture, band has gone co-op and! nilaee 
| will be fronted by saxman Jacques pore, 


Dancer Wins $459 
On Broken Contract 


Bridgeport, Jan. 20. 

Martha Shelby Morrow, dancer, 
has been awarded damages of $459 
and costs from Longshore Beach and 
Country club, Westport, Conn. 
which cancelled her contract after 
one performance June 1, 1940. 

Operating corporation claimed 
Miss Morrow’s act was not well re- 
ceived, but Judge Samuel Mellitz of 


Clampdown 








no bearing on agreement. 

Miss Morrow contended that con- 
duct of club’s guests interferzd with 
her performance. 


All Tourists (Maybe) 
And No Gamblers Mekes 


Cleveland Salesmen Turn to Nitery 
Operation After Loss of Jobs 








Curtailment of production of autos 


They are Russel Cook and Nat 





Boogie-Woogie Club he founded. It’s | 
one of the burg’s hottest spots. | 
Miami Beach, Jan. 20. Former salesmen are aiming to | 
With one or two exceptions, and |build trade through 12-cylinder 

about j}showmanship and the sort of sales 


breaking : , 
ret | psychology they used in selling cars. 


By ABEL GREEN 





they’re just 


every joint in 





Miami Beach is losing money right 
now. They'll continue doing so until 
Feb. 1, which is the  pencilied-in 
date for liberalization of the town. 
It’s now pretty well agreed that 
without gambling this winter resort 
can’t flourish, and the authorities are 
coming around to the idea that since 
tourist trade is so vital to the welfare 
of the community, it may as well 
compromise. 

Accordingly, while everything has 
been on short budget, the nut is still 
there. The tourist influx is still of 
mediocre bankroll quality, and it 
seems that only when the joints are 
running full blast and the casinos 
are flourishing do the spenders turn 


Inquiry Delays 
Griffin Verdict 


Till Tomorrow 





Special committee’s report on the 
investigation into charges against 
Gerald Griffin, executive secretary 
of the American Guild of Variety 
out. With gambling it’s something | Artists, was delayed until tomorrow's 
else again | (Thursday) session of the national 











Slapsie Maxie’s, Bill Jordan’s and 
Charlie Foy’s are cruising along 
without causing any tidal waves at 
the bank. It is much the same with 
the less noted caravansaries cater- 
ing to the after-midnight trade. 
One notable exception to the gen- 
Edward Kelly and Herbert J. Lorber, 
of the USO here, against the alleged 
failure of the local USO drive to co-| 
operate with EMA and its failure to 
——_—— reciprocate the good-will and efforts | 
of the EMA in the conduct of the 
USO. 


eral blackout is the reopening of the 
Players Club on the Strip, featuring 
SOME HOPE YET FOR EMA pointed out that the agents | 
CAL FAIR THIS YEAR and managers here have gone out 
. of their way to work with the USO, | 





the Playroom, with Harry Rosenthal 
| 


leading the music. Bankroller is 
Preston Sturges, who kas a flair for 
opening and reopening restaurants. 
but that the latter is snubbing the} 
Chicago agents in any attempt for! 
paid shows. 
EMA points at the fact that New| 
or a blackout. Fair commissioners | York’ and the California USO groups | 
voted to make the annual event | nave: preeused ond virege Mi wed 
1: : shows, but that is not the case in| 
bigger and better than ever,’ but Chicas hecmiae, til tae Stink Cad 
warned prospective concessionaires, ee ee Oe ee ang a 
Weare ins war s6ne and wil) not cago has had a considerable appro- 
know until shortly before the Fair priation for hess shows, 
whether we can go or not.’ 

Hope was expressed by Charles H. 
Sooey, fair director from San Fran- 
cisco, who pointed out that similar 
functions had been cancelled in Eng- | 
land at the outbreak of the war. but 


later reopened to keep up public 
morale, 


Sacramento, Jan. 20. 
It is up to the U. S. Army whether 
there is a 1942 California State Fair 


Coast USO Unit 
San Francisco, Jan. 20. 

Will Aubry, long KGO’s ‘Bard of 
the Byways’ and a veteran vaude 
trouper, is heading Northern Cali- 
fornia’s first USO camp show unit 
as m.c. and featured performer. 

Troupe has about 21 weeks in this 
area, with possibility of more. 





‘Ice Follies’ Ends Run 


In Philly With Wow 15° 


Cuffo Hospital Shows 
Spartanburg, S.C., Jan. 20. 

State theatre’s stage shows are be- 
ing transported to Camp Croft sta- 
tion hospital for cuffo showings for 
soldier patients. 

Show managers and_ personnel 
stage shows gratis, with Manager 
Nelson Hampton supplying trans- 
portation and other expense. Only 
patients are admitted, plus officers 
and nurses. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 
The ‘Ice Follies’ closes a 12-day 
run at the Arena tonight (Tuesday ) 
with approximately $150,000 in the 

till—a record for ice shows here. 
Originally skedded to run 10 days, 
the show was held over two extra 
days to fill demand for tickets. About 
92,000 persons s 


{swank Brook Club (Harry McCloud | ticipation in 





Meantime the nite life picture of | board in New York. Originally sup- 
Greater Miami is quite static. There | posed to have been submitted last | 
is little excitement. Bookings are | week, the report was then delayed 
from mediocre to fair. | until Monday (19), and finally again | 

Perhaps tonight’s (Tuesday) debut | until tomorrow. 
of the Royal Palm show will tee off | 
some genuine merit when Gertrude |posed of Mrs. Florence Marston, | 
Niesen heads the George Wood-Al | eastern representative of the Screen 
White, Jr. floor show backed by Abe | iene Guild: Walter Greaza, as- 
Lyman’s orchesra. | sistant executive secretary of Equity, 

There are some more important | and Henry Dunn, national treasurer 
dates in the offing such as Norma | of AGVA. They have been inter- 
Terris who opens Jan. 24 at the | viewing witnesses to Griffin’s par- 
, a brawl] that accom- 
and Lou Meyers establishment), and | panied the opening of new music 
then Jean Sablon with Renee de | publishing offices by Tommy Dorsey 
Marco is a proposed team to follow. |in N. Y. last fall. It’s alleged that/ 
Outside of St. Louis Municipal Opera | Griffin initiated the fisticuffs with | 
this is Miss Terris’ first nitery Or | political remarks. 
stage bookings in some seven years. The Griffin matter appears to be | 
Charles Wright has the band here. occupying AGVA to sueh an extent 

Frances Faye and The Blanchards | that other important events are be-| 
succeed Deane Janis and The Clymas | ing temporarily disregarded. Among | 


Investigating committee is com-| 





we 
Common Pleas court held that had | AUTOS FOR BOOGIE-WOOGIE: 


Cleveland, Jan. 20. | ‘decorously.’ 
| 


Cleve. Cafes Fear They'll Go Bust 
If Cops Don’t Ease Bans on Nudity: 


Also Hits Newark 





Cleveland, Jan. 20. 
Stripping down to a G-string is 


/now taboo in Cleveland. 


Hereafter peelers must wear bras- 
sieres of some sort and behave more 


Suggestive cooch and other ob- 


threw out of work 800 local car | scene dances are also out, along with 
salesmen, two of whom have turned | photographs of nude dancers on the- 
to selling boogie-woogie rhythms. | atre or cafe billboards. 


Obscene emcees will have to 


a. 4 Burns, formerly with a downtown | sapolio their dirty jokes to play this 
Miami a Dullich Town auto agency, who bought out | town, Subtle double entencre is still 
‘Twinkie’ Katz’s interest in the | okay, but latrine or biological humor 


will bring the cops on the fly. 

Violations of any of these four 
edicts, Mayor Frank  Lauschke 
warned Cleveland’s stunned nitery 
operators last week, will result in 
their spots being padlocked, licenses 
revoked and the indecent entertain- 
ers being tossed into the jug. 

Bonifaces should have been fore- 
warned by the recently elected 
mayor’s drive against slot machines, 
vice and rackets, but his sudden 
clean-up-the-niteries crusade caught 
most of them napping. Led by Capt. 
Michael J. Blackwell, the toughest 
John Law on the force, gendarmes 
swooped in to lay the law down to 
the joints where anything previously 
went. Those chiefly hit by the edicts 
were the Cow Shed, Red Raven, 3700 
Club, Boogie-Woogie, Freddie’s Cafe, 
the Hot Spot, Pony’s and.Cedar Gar- 
dens. 

‘I might as well shutter my jernt 
if a stripper isn’t allowed to drop 
her brassiere for a second,’ bitterly 
retorted one of the operators. Others 
have complained similarly. ‘People 
won't go to a night club if you don’t 
give them a flash of nudity or some 
off-color comedy. It’s not fair, con- 
sidering that our shows are no more 
indecent than those you see in a big 
vaudeville svevue or a Broadway mu- 
sical.’ 





Newark Cracking Down 
Newark, Jan. 20. 

Cleanup campaign inaugurated by 
the Director of Public Safety here 
last week resulted in warning to a 
burlesque theatre to eliminate strip- 
pers and other similar acts; to a 
house said to be showing objection- 
able films and to another theatre 
where women in the audience have 
allegedly been molested. 

In addition, a purported ‘health’ 
exhibit, using live femme models, 
was padlocked, with the operators 


at the Vanderbilt Hotel Feb. 4. 

Otherwise it’s a static setup. Jackie 
Miles is at the Paddock. Henny 
Youngman has augmented Emile 
| Boreo’s show at the Casanova which 
| Lew Walters and Henry Heller oper- 
ate along with their Latin Quarter 
| (former Palm Island Casino), which 
is the No. 1 floor show, overly elabo- 
|rate and doing the top biz. The 
| Beachcomber has its 
clientele. The others are so-so. 

The sundry syndicate setups has 
Art Childers operating the Royal 
Palm. Childers with Ace-Deuce Sol- 
omon controls the Bali 
Grober operating); Clover Club (Nat 
Harris fronting); Frolics (Joe Moss 
fronting as host and greeter). At the 
latter is Diosa Costello and 
Vine; Adelaide Moffett has 
| added to the Clover which has Monte 





been 


aw the show, about Proser’s Copacabana Revue; the Bali 

10,000 more than last year. MIAMI CAFES PUZZLED I al ndifferent floor show just 
The Philly run is the second long- . now 

est In the present tour: longest was AS BOOKERS SHUN EM There are a flock of drop-in bars 

the 14-day stay in Chicago. The with marathon entertainment of du- 


show is running way ahead of last 

year at the gate. In 1940-41, 1,600,- Miami, Jan. 20 
000 persons paid $2,250,000 to see the | Big surprise to local nitery opera- 
‘Follies... With only one-third of the ‘Fs is the lax manner in which the 
present tour completed, the ‘Follies’ New York and Chicago agents have 


has already drawn 700.000 customers | been treating this resort so far. 
‘|Bither assuming or believing that 





business is shot, the latter have been 
making no intensive drive on local 
bookings. 

Thus, when William Morris 
|agency’s Irving Lazar came here for 
a week 


Sonja’s Smash Biz in Detroit 

Detroit, Jan. 20. 
Smash biz in the seven-day ap- 
pearance of Sonja Henie at the 
Olympia here. The ice show clicked 
Over 93,000 through the turnstiles for 
around $152,000. It was the third 

time Miss Henie had been here, 
The record was hung up in the face 


territory and sold a lot of talent to 
'the local spots. The cafe men ex- 


of widespread unemployment, while Pressed themselves surprised at the 
the huge automobile plants are com- |10°%-ers being asleep and not mer- 
Pleting the switch-over to armanent Chandising their acts. 

Manufacturing. | <A particularly grievous squawk 


hereabouts against agents and acis 
‘Ice-Capades’ Nifty $70,000 is their laxness in supplying photos 
. Providence, Jan. 20. | and press matter for local publicity. 
in Tce-Capades’ took in nifty $70,000 | 
Ic] performances at the Rhode! Henry King’s orchestra, now at the 
sland Auditorium. Ben Franklin hotel, Philly, will be 
Attendance was estimated at 52,- | aired twice weekly over Mutual, via 

. | WIP 








(returning over the week- | 
'end), he found a more or less virgin | 


bious quality; these get a modicum 
of trade, depending strictly on the 


size of the tourist traffic. 


ARMY TAKES OVER 
_ NEW ORLEANS HALL 


New Orleans, Jan. 20. 

The large hall of the Municipal 
Auditorium will not be available for 
entertainment after April 1 because 
of military operations. 
Army has requisitioned the hall for 
a Cormitory for aviation students. 
B. M. Grunewald, president of the 
New Orleans Opera _ Association, 
| said this would prohibit the associa- 
tion from bringing the Metropolitan 
Opera here from New York in April. 
as originally planned. 

The small or concert hall, how- 
ever, will be kept open for enter- 
tainments, Irwin F. Poche, manager 
{of the auditorium, said. 


atmospheric | 


(Wingy | 


Billy 


The U. S.| 


| having left town, and a dime 
| these is the recent insurrection by|museum has been ordered to stop 
j}the Los Angeles branch, of which ‘all objectionable dancing exhibits. 


| Leslie Litomy is executive secretary,| Man with the broom is Publie 
|against the national administration.|Safety Director Keenan, who an- 
The L. A. branch passed a resolution | nounced: ‘I was elected on a 


| withholding the per capita tax from| promise to run the city on a rule 
|the national until certain demanded | of decency and I intend to keep the 
‘reforms’ in the national administra-| promise.’ He disclosed that he had 
tion are effected. Resolution vir-| been making a survey of Newark 
| tually insisted ox Griffin’s ouster. | film and live talent theatres for two 
| Litomy is stated to be anxious to| weeks preceding his mop-up actien. 
get Griffin’s job. A petition espous- Burley house cracked down on 
'ing Litomy’s appointment as national] | was the Empire. Film _ theatre 
executive secretary has been circu-| Charged with showing pictures ob- 
| lated among Coast AGVA members, | jectionable to public morals was the 
— | Little, which has promised Keer~n it 
| will ‘reform.’ Warning to the Rialto 
|followed what Keenan said was a 


BILLY ROSE DISSOLVES disturbance New Year’s day, after 
‘AQUACADE’ OUTFIT ines’ were being motested. "Director 


declared objectionable characters 

must not be admitted to the house 
Live model ‘health’ shows were be- 
held at the Newark Opera 
Exhibition Con- | House Another film theatre, the 
filed in Albany | Essex, had its license lifted for five 
days because of lighting and seating 





Papers dissolving 
position Spectacles, 
of ‘Aquacade,’ and 
cessions, Inc., were 
last week. 


Billy Rose’s Ex- 


Inc., produce. ng 


‘Aquacade’ garnered total gross | infractions 
variously estimated from $5,000,000 Keenan met yesterday (Monday) 
j}to $6,000,000 from 1937 to 1940 in|with reps of the Musicians and 


|Cleveland, San Francisco and New | Stagehands Unions, who claimed that 
York. Approximately 1,000 people |16 tooters and half-a-dozen grips 
were employed in the water spec- | were threatened with the loss of 
tacles. \their jobs by elimination of strippers 

Rose at one time planned a road at the Empire. They informed 
unit of ‘Aquacade,’ but encountered Keenan that their contracts had al- 
| mechanical difficulties, so gave it up. ready been abrogated and they were 
|on a day-to-day basis because man- 
|agement claimed business had suf- 
fered so badly under the scrub-it-up 
| ruling. 


Shirley Deane Wed 


San Francisco, Jan. 20. 
Secret wedding of film actress | 
Shirley Deane to Thomas Kittering, | Buffalo, Jan. 20. 
Jr.. in Reno last Oct. 20 was re-! A former circus clown, Joseph L. 
vealed last week in Fresno through | Gould, is being held in Batavia, 
actress’s grandmother, Mrs. S. E. | N. Y., near here, for larceny on his 











Clown Held in Theft 


| Redden. | plea of guilty to the charge that he 
| Miss Deane was playing local | obtained $100 on a bad check from 


night spots at the time, with Kitter- 
ing handling personal management. 
| Gal’s parents, Dr. and Mrs. Philip V 
| Aaronson, live here. 


|, Rev. Edgar J. Ferger. 

Gould, 51, is well known here for 
repeated performances at various 
'}Juncheon clubs. 
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PAGO PAGO ROOM 


(VANDERBILT HOTEL, MIAMI) 


Miami, Jan. 16. 

Buddy Lester, the Clymas, Deanne 
Janis, Dave Lester Orch (7), Vincent 
Bragale Orch (6); $2 minimum. 

A ‘hot’ room last season, the Pago 
Pago is just ordinary this year. The 
Gainses continue to operate the 
Vanderbilt hotel housing this boite 
(it’s no longer the Dempsey-Vander- 
bilt, the ex-champ having bowed 


out, although the dishes and cutlery | 


still bear Jack Dempsey’s initials) 
while George Pomerants has the rés- 
taurant facilities. 

Buddy Lester, am emcee who must 
have been impressed with the Jerry 
Lester and Henny Youngman tech- 
nigue, paces the show spasmodically. 
He never captures or takes com- 
mand. Deanne Janis, billed as Elsie’s 
niece, is a songstress of familiar 
pattern, as standard in style as her 
repertoire, which comprises ‘Let’s Be 
Buddies,’ ‘I Got It Bad’ and ‘Set 
World on Fire.’ 


Highlights are Loretta and Joseph | 


Clymas, who save their w.k. Apache 
routine for the finale. Blonde femme 
is quite personable in straight ball- 
roomology getup, as is her male 
vis-a-vis. They get up a neat opener 
and a polka, preceding the Apache 
routine. Her coiffure is a fetching 
feature of her presence. 

Lester is presumably no relation 
of maestro Dave Lester—nor to 
Jerry Lester, either—who alternates 
with Vincent Bragale’s sextet for 
dansapation. Latter works with 
Pepito & Carmen on their cocktail 
dansants in Latin terp instructions, 
etc. Abel. 


PANTHER ROOM 


(HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO) 





Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Bobby Byrne Orch (16), Gregory 
& Raymond (3), Miami Modes (8), 
Jones Bros. (3), Jeanne Blanche, 
Dorothy Claire; $2-$2.50 minimum, 





This is the first time for Bobby 
Byrne and his orchestra in Chicago. 
Byrne came in well-heralded and is 
rewarding the downstairs dine and 
dance spot with some excellent busi- 
ness and a good helping of the latest 
musical rhythms. 

Byrne makes a strong appearance 
and tops that with deft batoning 
and solo work. He has verve, class 
and shapes up as an excellent band- 
fronter. Orchestra’s solid rhythm is 
type that is catching on with older 
peopie as well as the shag element. 

Group is well routined, each tune 

etting a good ride. Vocalist Dorothy 

laire, with band, is fairly suitable 
in early spot. Later on, in the floor 
show, she does better and indicates 
possibilities. 

Jones Bros. continue in this floor 
show, but with little distinction. 
They’re three colored vocalists, with 
piano, selling jive. Jeanne Blanche 
opens with her standard tap and 
dance numbers, scoring nicely. 

Gregory and Raymond, plus 
femme, are long known in vaude and 
come up with much the same routine, 


getting musical sequences from tire 





}  — 





‘pumps, rubber _ balloons, rubber 
leloves, etc. Wind up with a number 
on the theremin, a tube oscillator 
machine. 

Miami Modes, ensemble, consist of 
‘eight girls parading mannequin stuff, 
showing off beach wear. It’s dull 
stuff for the most part. Gold. 


_ CLUB CASANOVA 


(MIAMI BEACH) 


oes 
Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 


| Emile Boreo, Talia, Tana, Barbara 
| Belmore, Jackie Beekman, Juanita 
| Rios. Muriel Paige, Carrie Finnell, 
Ralph Rotgers Orch (6); $1.50 mint- 
mum. 

| Once earmarked for oblivion, this 
intime room, now under Lew) 
| Walter's direction, is staging a strong | 
|!comeback. As the Rhumba Casino it | 
'was last season’s costliest turkey. | 
Now with a striking new decor, and | 
a typical Walteresque revue, it is| 
getting an impressive play from late | 
stay-outs. 

At the helm Emiie Boreo, who first | 
| attracted local attention at the Latin | 
| Quarter last year, is a happy choice. 
|In a small room such as this Boreo | 
| really shines, and he is ably assisted. 
| As ever, Boreo rates a nod for his 
'showmanly routines. He’s plenty 
potent for a mass draw, and always 
manages to set the house hopping 
with his ‘Wooden Soldier’ flashback 
to ‘Chauve Souris.’ 

Single comic turn in the show is 
Carrie Finnell. Her muscular 
maracas exhibition is, to say the 
least, unique but inoffensive. She’s 
a big girl and very funny. 

Juanita Rios, graduate from Stork 
Club rhumba romps, is now doing 
well on her own. Attired in an s.a. 
revealing wrap, she scores with her 
Cuban chansants. 

A stripper, Muriel Paige, makes 
her entrance in an eighteenth cen- 
tury wrap-around, to reveal a divert- 
ing display of pulchritude. She's 
hotter than a third rail. Talia like- 
wise displays a nifty chassis, but in 
the hula motif. Her hipology takes 
the chill off the current cold snap. 


| waiters seem to appreciate quite 
noticeably), or the girls parade in 
| nudes: Ruby Bennett does a daring 
| nude aux cheval; there’s Princess 

Vanessa with a Siamese idea of terp- 
ing: the vocal ensembles run from 

La Traviata’ to ‘Barber of Seville’; 
the Aurette Sisters do terps, etc. 
| Best are Lisa and Wesley Adams 
| with comedy dance concepts, satiriz- 
jing the svelte ballroomologists, or 
| doing audible soliloquies on the cus- 
‘tomers, the press, etc. They make 
good use of Benda-like masks for 
some of these effects, and bespeak 
of promise for faster company. 

The Villa Venice is situated op- 
posite the Hotel Roney-Plaza, on the 
surf, an ideal location, and gets the 
tourist trade, when there’s a suffi- 
ciency of numbers—of which there 
isn't at the momerm. Abel 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 








New Orleans, Jan. 16. 
Carl Ravazza Orch (12), Lee Sims 
& Ilo May Bailey, Cheena de Simone 
dancers, Chick & Lee; $1.50 cover 
Saturdays. 





Town's 
dezvous 


leading 
maintains 


nocturnal ren- 
excellent stand- 


|ards with Carl Ravazza and his ver- 


satile crew, who got big reception at 
opening Thursday (15). 

Ravazza is youthful, personable 
maestro, who sparks his orchestra 
with some swell vocalizing. Band 
plays Latin American tunes, U. S. 
swing on the soft side, but his boys 
can also give out with brassy jive on 
occasion. 

Show is brief, but it moves in good 
(Continued on page 47) 


250 Magicians Do 


An Appearing Act 
At N.Y. Conclave 


Some 250 magicians met together 











Barbara Belmore, another looker is 
also a talented acrobatic dancer. 

Paired with Juanita Rios is Tana, 
a flamenco dancer, who scores both 
as a songstress and a terper. She 
plays her own guitar accompaniment, 
singing and dancing pleasantly. 

Jackie Beekman splits the emcee 
chores with Boreo, and plugs the 
waits with brace of acceptable song- 
alogs. 

Ralph Rotgers combo does fair job 
backing show, and provides fairly 
zippy tempos for hoofing. 

Joseph Conti, one of this area’s 
favorite maitre d’s, is at the door. 

Leslie. 











Miami Beach, Jan. 16. 

Brunelli, Marta, Petrova, John Gio- 
\vanni, Lisa & Wesley Adams, Aurette 
| Sisters, Princess Vanessa, Marion 
| Sanders, Ruby Bennett, DeLowe, 
|Henry Gendron and Adolfo Giron 
| orchestras; $3.50 and $4 dinner. 
t. 





Albert Bouche, who now bills him- 
self as ‘Papa’ and acts that way in his 





PHIL 
REGAN 


Personal 
Appearance 
Tour 


Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 


announcements, his predilection for 
maestroing the Henry Gendron or- 
chestra (the boys pay no attention 
to his arm-waving, however) and 
who has operated the Bouche Villa 
Venice in Northbrook, Ill. (near Chi- 
lcago) for some years, comes to 
|Miami season after season with a 
|road company V. V. frolic. It’s of 
j}the same pattern floor show, 
{mediocre and corny save for rare 


| Villa Venice, Miami Beach | 


in New York last week to fool 
each other, bore each other and 
even act as stooges for each other. 
It was a tremendous clambake of 
prestidigitation, with almost three 
solid hours of tricks—that virtually 
the entire audience had seen scores 
of times before and could do as well 
or better themselves, anyway. 

That didn’t keep them, however, 
from getting wildly enthusiastic. 
And making notes of a new twist, 
a bit of patter or anything else that 
might be profitably copped for their 
own presentations, 

Occasion for the conclave of the 
conjurers was a special ‘Ladies 
Night’ of the Society of American 
Magicians at the Barbizon Plaza 
hotel. There are some 5,000 mem- 
bers of the Society throughout the 
country and about 1,200 in New York 
alone. 

/ Of them, approximately two-thirds 
are amateurs or semi-pros and the 
rest pros. In keeping with that, 
the night’s program comprised both 
amateurs and pros. Amateurs, in- 
cidentally, play an important part 
in the realm of the magic, for it is 
they who invent most of the new 
illusions which later turn up in im- 
proved form in the acts of the pros. 
M.D. Magicians 


Doctors seem particularly to take 
to sleight-of-hand and it was, in 
fact, two M.D.’s who founded the 





| flashes, overboard on operatic sing- 
| ing, in curious contrast to the nud- 
|}ity—and yet somehow Pape Bouche 
|} comes out all right at the end of the 
season, 

| This is a pretty tired revue. The 
assorted specialists either do French 
|and Italian operatic excerpts (which 





‘Bouche and some of the Italian 











Society of American Magicians back 


in 1902. Cardini is currently the 
| President and Al Altman, eastern 
talent scout for Metro, is chairman 
of the national ethics committee, 


whose job it is to keep newspapers, 
| radio, films and other media from 
exposing how tricks are done. Magi- 
| cians jealously guard their stock in 

















Sends Thanks to Lou Walters and Entire Person- 
nel for a Very Happy Four Weeks of Headlining 


in Miami's Beautiful “Latin Quarter Revue." 


ity 


trade 

Current trend in magic is toward 
sleight-of-hand with props consisting 
| of nothing more than a small table 
| and whatever can be placed upon it. 
Big mechanical illusions, with thou- 
sands of dollars’ worth of pre- 
cision-made props, are considered 
corny by the modern-day stream- 
lined hand-is-quicker-than-the-eye 
boys. 

Meetings of the SAM are held 
every six weeks or so, although not 
with all the flourishes of last week’s, 
which even had an m.c.-comic, 
Fred Keating, who is a member. 
All the brothers save their best new 
illusions for the meetings, where 
they can be sure of an appreciative 
audience that recognizes how tough 
to perform are the things that are 
happening before their eyes. 

They also go through many of 
the old standard tricks. And every- 
one gets bored—but continues to 











pay close attention, watching for 
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Raabbaebbbbbbbabbbeneeeeeeeeaeaeeaabaarannnnn..* 


i$ The Good Old Days 


t+++4. 

Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1922 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the Style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Jan. 20, 1922) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





They cheered Bessie Clayton and her astists Monday night, not once, but 
several times. Coming at the end of a 40-minute revue ,that means some. 
thing. So enthused was the audience that the plaudits continued no less 
than three minutes, and Miss Clayton, on the verge of hysteria, called out 
her company, shrilling ‘all’ to come before the curtain. That flurry of ex. 
citement came at 11 o'clock and there was more show to come, the Clayton 
act being seventh. It was perhaps one of the greatest triumphs of Miss 
Clayton's career. 


The Clayton turn, billed as “The Box Party,’ was the highlight of a great 
vaudeville show, one that held most of the house until the finale at 11:30, 
There might have been a few box seats left upstairs, but the house looked 
virtual capacity. 

Certainly this is the best of all the vaudeville productions credited to 
Miss Clayton. This week is the fourth time it has played the Palace within 
two months. She has gathered about her a group of sterling artists. Every 
one is ‘there’ in his or her specialty. The Templeton brothers singly and 
as a team drew down smashing applause. So did the giddily whirling 
Guy and Pearl Magley. The spot on the back of Miss Magley’s kimona in 
the Jap number was the only trifling marring note. 


And the all important Versatile sextette ‘tore ’em wide open’ several 
times. This is a noted musical bunch. One from which Ted Lewis and 
Hector Downs are graduates. Al Lentz, the character singer, perhaps 
scored over the others with his Yiddish humorous lyric. Sam Kahn and 
Herman Hyde danced and played at the same time to real success, and th. 
others of the sextette doing their work cleverly were Irving Aaronson, at 
the piano; John D’Allesandro and Andy Hamilton. 


Yet amid the wonderful pace carried throughout, Miss Clayton twinkled 
her toes with the grace of yore. Hers was and is a remarkable perform- 
ance. Her act is the season’s vaudeville sensation. 


Brilfiancy in dance had it this week. Irene Castle, who is Mrs. Robert 
Tremaine in private life, held over from last week and closed inter- 
mission as the class feature of the performance. There is a reason for 
the dancer’s excellent work, for with the late Lieut. Vernon Castle she 
appeared in vaudeville before going abroad, where they really won fame 
as a ballroom couple. They emerged originally from the obscurity of a 
musical show chorus. It seemed odd to see the titian tinge to Mrs. Castle's 
hair when her pictures always gave the impression of raven tresses. Class 
in stage settings and costumes matched the work of the artist herself. Mrs, 
Castle looked the thoroughbred in the film shown before the act and in per- 
son. She was given such hearty applause that she appeared before the 
curtain, saying she was so much pleased because her mother was in to see 
the act for the first time. 


The turn ahead also used a film as a prelude—Flanagan and Morrison 
(New Acts). 


Lewis and Dody, opening intermission, delivered the comedy hit of the 
evening, this being their initial Palace showing with the present turn, 
holding the ‘Hello’ song, which they call ‘Chera Bochcha.’ The ventrilo- 
quist burlesque won laughter and pulled down a heavy hand. But it was 
as ‘Mike and Ike,’ the singers of comedy lines, that shot them across. They 
came out six times for choruses of the number at the close. 


To take up the running after the Clayton act was the job ably handled 
by Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson, the ‘Swede nuts.’ They were ‘right after 
‘em’ with a mixture of fast song nonsense that diverted the house after the 
Clayton incident. Laughter greeted the clever telephone bit, which sent 
the comedian-pianist sprawling all over the instrument shaking in mock 
merriment much to the amusement of the crowd. The bar rail bit and 
number also landed strongly and after that it was easy for the team. 

Clayton White, Grace Leigh and Co. made a captial number three in 
George V. Hobart’s ‘Cherie,’ which is now so pleasantly dressed with an 
interior which lends atmosphere of a Long Island bungalow. If the legiti- 
niate revivals could stand up as well as this vaudeville revival, there 
would be less complaint along Broadway. ‘Cherie’ is in skilful hands and 
it is made amusing from curtain to curtain, showing that some vaudeville 
values are long enduring 

Franklyn D’Amore and Douglas Charles, assisted by Zella Goodman, 
closed the long show, necessarily cutting the opening song number and 
going immediately into the tough dance. The stairway feat was also out, 
the boys performing their spectacular hand-to-hand routine after one song 
by Miss Goodman. Despite the lateness, the act won several curtains and 
held the house with comparatively few walk-outs. 

The Quixy Four made a strong No. 2, winning enough admirers to get 
across for a hit. That was materially aided by the instrumental feature. 
One thing the instrumental section had on the vocal end was the playing 
of ‘Say It with Flowers,’ a hit number out of the ‘Music Box Revue.’ 

‘Everybody Step,’ from the same show, was used for a dance number in 
the Clayton act. 

Enos Frazere opened with his daring exhibition of heel gripping of the 
trapeze bar while swinging in a wide arc. Frazere is chattering quite 
some, and some of the talk could be made brighter. especially that at the 
opening. The news film showed spilling of confiscated liquors into the 
sewers and also the faces of prohibition chiefs. -One or the other was the 











occasion for hisses by some of the audience. Ibee. 
<a a en me 

that new twist. There’s also ac- | 

clamation for particularly skillful | 


TO THE MANY SWELL PEO- 
PLE WHO HAVE DISPLAYED 
THEIR FAITH IN US 


OUR THANKS 


TO THOSE WHO HAVEN’T A 
SMALL BUMP FROM CLEO 


technique and always at least polite | 
applause. 

Varied combination of tatente'’ 
was included on this program, | 
ranging from a prosperous Wall 
Street broker, Royal Vale Heath, 
who billed his turn as ‘Mathemagic,’ 
to Mildred Rouclere, a pro, and 
daughter of the famed Rouclere who 
toured the world for more than 25 
years with his giant show. Miss 
Rouclere inherited her father’s 
myriad props and offered a variety 
of mechanical illusions. 


SINCERELY 
THE PUPPETS OF 


WALTON 


: AND 
Others included The Great Mau- r 
rice, French pro; Arthur Lloyd, \i O’ROURKE 
who has worked in vaude for many ; 
years producing cards and signs Currently 


“Sons of Fun” 
Wintergarden Theatre } 
The Rainbow Room 

Rockefeller Center 

ms Be Ge 


from a thousand-and-one pockets; 
Edward O’Brien, a pro, and William 
Frey, young amateur from Jersey 
City who apparently had spent more 
time working on his puns than his 
prestidigitation. 
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HATCHECKERS 
IN DET. CRY 
FOR HELP 


Detroit, Jan. 20. 

They're going to have to have 
enough hatcheck girls for all parties 
in the future. Police rules. 

Cops here still are plenty burned 
at the National Dance Orchestra As- 
sociation and aftermath. of a New 
Year’s Eve scramble following an 
all-night party at the State Fair 
Grounds. 

Organization had expected a crowd 
around 3,500 for the all-night affair, 
but instead close to 8,000 showed up. 
When the party broke up the dozen 
checkroom girls couldn’t handle it 
and the party avalanched over them 
trying to pick out their own stuff. 

Hundreds of guys and gals went 
away without their right stuff, and 
now three weeks afterward the cops 
still are up to their ears trying to 
unkink the clothes scramble The 
greatest ‘mystery’ is that 40 Detroit- 
ers wound up without any coats or 
hats. The cops now are scouting the 
cloakrooms of all big parties here to 
see that they are adequately staffed. 








St. Louis Nitery Mer. 
Gets 2 Yrs. in Bribery 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 


Chris Kalaidge, former manager 
of the defunct Golden Dragon club, 
downtown nitery, last week was con- 
victed by a jury in Circuit Judge 
Connor’s court on a charge of brib- 
ing a state witness. He was plas- 
tered with a two-year jolt in the Mis- 
souri stir. The case grew out of a 
criminal assault charge-of which 
Kalaidge was whitewashed a year 
ago when the prosecuting witness, a 
15-year-old-girl who doubled as 
waitress and entertainer in the club, 
repudiated her identification of 
Kalaidge. 


At the trial last week she admitted | * “rege 
|ing a large city. 


she had given false testimony when 
she did not name Kalaidge as her 
assailant, and testified she had met 
Kalaidge on several occasions while 
the assault charge was pending and 
had been given gifts of clothing and 
members of her family had been 
Similarly treated. She also testified 
that Kalaidge promised to marry 
her in order that she would not be 
able to testify against him. 

The defense offered no testimony 
and after the verdict Kaladge’s at- 
torney filed a motion for a new trial 
and the defendant was released on 
$5,000 bonds. 





Frisco Cafe Biz Brisk 
San Francisco, Jan. 20. 
Although bookers have been hard 
hit since outbreak of war, nitery biz 
in the better spots is brisk. 














RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL, 
New York, NOW 


AND HELD OVER 
s 


BOB 
DUPONT 


The Comedy Juggler 
@ 


Many Thanks to 
MR, LEON LEONIDOFF 


Management 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 











My Favorite Story 








Joe Smith (and Dale) 


Sam was bragging to a friend of his ability in making 
up lies. So, to put Sam to a test, the friend said: ‘If 
you'll make up a lie right at this second I'll give you 
a dollar.’ 

Sam stuck out his hand, ‘You promised me two 


dollars.’ 


Benny Baker 


A colored man is brought up in front of a judge, 
who says: , 

‘How do you plead to this charge of chicken steal- 
ing?’ 

The colored man replied: ‘I pleads guilty and waives 
the hearing.’ 

The Judge said: ‘What do you mean, you waive the 
hearing?’ 

The colored man answered: 

‘I don’t want to hear no more about it.’ 

™ ” * *” * 


Louis Sobol 


A city guest, half dead from fright, ran to the farm- 
house. His clothes were torn, his face and hands were 
scratched, his nose bruised. .‘A snake,’ he panted, ‘a 
black snake chased me.’ 

..-You damphul,’ said the farmer, ‘black snakes aren’t 
poisonous.’ 

To which the city slicker retorted: ‘A snake don’t 
have to be poisonous when he can make a guy jump 
off a 50-foot cliff!’ 

* 


* * * * * 


Edmund Gwenn 


In my first Hollywood film I was cast for the Bishop 
in ‘The Bishop Misbehaves.’ About a year later I re- 
turned to New York for a holiday and one night 
escorted an old friend to a big charity function. 

She was a very tall, dignified, grey-haired, aristo- 
cratic-looking woman, beautifully dressed. And in 
honor of the occasion I had gotten myself up in full 
evening regalia—tails, top hat, white tie, etc. 

All went well during the speeches and when we 
came out I hailed a taxi and opened the door for the 
lady with all the dignity my five feet four could com- 
mand, Just as I was entering the cab after her, how- 
ever, the driver put me well in my place by turning 
around with a broad grin and saying: 

‘Hiya Bish? Misbehaving again?’ 

. ” = * 7 * 


Tay Garnett 





Two drunks were driving along in a car at break- 
neck speed. The first drunk says: ‘Shay, we are near- 
The second drunk answers, ‘How 


' 


| can you tell?’ 


To which the first drunk replies, ‘We’re hitting more 
people.’ 


* * - x 


Frank Scully 


Chopin. whose Chopin Alley antedated Tin Pan Alley, 
was lured into one of those dowager dinners for sweet 
charity. Having a kad stomach, such dinners were no 
treat for him. He knew he’d be asked to pay for the 
dinner one way or another. 

He was. The dowager begged him to play one leetle 
etude. 

‘But, Madam,’ pleaded the sick Chopin, ‘I have gaten 


so little.’ 
* * * * & 


Belle Baker 


When I was making my debut at the Palace, New 
York, obviously the goal of every vaudevillian in those 
| days, by dint of much persuasion and coaxing I pre- 


vailed on my mother and father, who were of the old 
orthodox school, to attend. I had to get the manager 
to put two chairs in the aisle, as the Palace was packed 
that Monday afternoon. 

The opening act, Paul Conchas, the cannonball jug- 
gler, did his stuff much to the amazement of the old 
folks—tossing the heavy steel balls in the air and 
catching them on his arms and rolling them back and 
forth. As a finale, he tossed the largest ball high into 
the air and, with a flourish, caught it on the back of 
his neck and let it fall to the floor with a resounding 
crash, amid applause and gasps from the audience. 

I was very successful with my act and could hardly 
wait until I met my mother and father at the stagedoor 
after the matinee. My mother was very profuse in her 
praise for me, but, after walking along Broadway for 
self and shaking his head in a sort of reverie. I was 
a little more persistent and asked: ‘Pa, haven't you got 
anything to say?’ 

The old gent paused for a moment, looked at me and 
several blocks, I noticed my father muttering to him- 
said: ‘Belle, you know dat menn wid de cennenballs is 
gonna keel himself yatt!’ 

oF * 7 co em 


Bobby Clark 


A Scotch farmer fell down a well. His wife rushed 
out, saw what had happened and yelled to him: ‘Keep 
up your courage. I'll run out in the field and get some 
of the hired men to help you out.’ 

The Scotchman yelled back, ‘What time is it?’ His 
wife answered: ‘It’s a little after eleven o'clock.’ 

And the Scotchman yelled back, ‘Never mind, I'll 
swim around until noon.’ 

* 7” . ” cl * 


Jack Lait 


After a strenuous session in Parliament, the peers 
retired for recess in the smoking-room. One of the 
mighty extended his snuff-box to the immortal Glad- 
stone, who bowed, smiled and said: 

‘No, thanks—I have no SMALL vices.’ 


* ” * “ * * 


Ed Wynn 


From my last play:—A man and his ordinarily talky 
wife riding on the front seat of an automobile, on a 





very rainy day. The man talks to his wife, but she 
does not answer him. All she does is shake her head | 
from side to side (negatively). 

As she generally does all the talking, he is rather | 
surprised in not getting an answer from her. No mat-| 
ter how hard he tries to get her to speak, she doesn’t | 
say a word. All she does is to shake her head from | 
side to side. 

And he drives sixty-three miles before he discovers | 
her nose is caught in the windshield wiper, 


* x * an ” % 


Albert Spalding 


Some years ago, after a concert played in a univer- 
sity town, an old lady, who was the wife of one of the | 
members of the faculty of the university, came to the | 
green room with several others to congratulate me. She 
was one of those breathless talkers whose fiow of con- 
versation scarcely needs punctuation and certainly no 
outward stimulus. 

I found myself drenched in an endless flood of com- 
pliments to which it was not even necessary to inter- 
ject a word of thanks. She insisted on telling me in 
detail and over and over again just why she preferred 
my playing above all others—she had heard them all. 
The summit of her reasons was reached with this: 

‘Yes, Mr. Spalding, I’ve heard them all—I’ve heard | 
them all and the difference is—yvyes, the difference is 
they’re all technique and no soul—whereas you are all 
soul and no technique!’ 











FOX. DETROIT, NIXES 
VAUDE FOR DUALS PIX 


Detroit, Jan. 20. 


Conclusion that stage shows just 
boost the ante and show no appre- |} 








Syndicates’ Idea to Split 
Booker Commissions On | «: 


Miami Night Clubs Flivs 


An idea which the syndicates con- 





Named Toledo AGVA Rep 
Toledo, O., Jan. 20. 
William Grubbs has been appoint- 
Toledo representative of the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists. 





PHILLY AGVA IN 
ACCORD WITH 
2 GROUPS 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 


The Philadelphia local of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has undertaken an additional two 
steps toward strengthening its posi- 
tion in the Philly entertainment 
field by: 


1. Signing a reciprocal agreement 
with the Entertainment Managers 
Association (bookers). 


2. Completing a ‘mutual assistance’ 
pact with Local 247 (Negro) of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 


The EMA agreement came after 
weeks of negotiations and marked 
the end of the differences over a 
touchy point—group franchises ver- 
sus individual franchises—which had 
threatened to sever relationship be- 
tween both groups in the past. 

The agreement compromised the 
issue. The AGVA won its fight to 
force agents to obtain individual 
franchises, but the bookers are 
granted the right to sit in on trial 
boards hearing charges of unethical 
conduct against any agent. The 
bookers further agreed to hire only 
acts carrying AGVA cards. In re- 
turn the actors recognizes EMA as 
the only bona fide organization rep- 
resenting agents. Acts would be dis- 
couraged from booking jobs direct 
sans agents, 

The union further agreed to allow 
non-union acts to work one show, 
but after the initialer the enter- 
tainers would be forced to sign up 
or cancel. The one-show grace period 
was allowed after agents pointed out 
they often hired acts by wire or 
phone and the actors represent them- 
selves as AGVA members. Forcing 
them to cancel advertised openings 
would alienate nitery operators, the 
agents said. 

AGVA will issue special work 
cards for the one-show period to 
satisfy other union acts and mu- 
‘siclans. Under present ruies AGVA 
or AFM members may not play on 
the same bill as non-AGVA acts. 

AGVA will encourage all agents 
to join EMA by enforcing conditions 
of the agreément on non-EMA book- 
ers as well as those belonging to the 
body. 

The pact with the Negro musicians 
is similar to that signed several 
months ago with the white Local 
Tah Under this arrangement no 
AGVA member can work in a spot 
employing colored tooters who are 
not AFM members, and vice-versa, 








Waller Date Opens 
Y . > 
New Chi Jive Cafe 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 
Fats Waller orchestra opens the 
new Downbeat Room of the Garrick 
Stagebar for Joe Sherman on Thurs- 
day (22). In for four weeks and will 
have a Columbia wire. 
Garrick, with Waller, institutes a 


jive policy. 








on we ——_ 





alae 








ciable increase in revenue over the 
long period of time has brought the 





| 5,000-seat Fox here to the decision to | 
muddle along with the present dou- | 


ble feature programs. 
After a comparison of figures ex- 
tending back over five years, David 


city’s largest house, said the straight 
picture policy would continue indefi- 
nitely. Earlier it had been rumored 
that the house was going to dub in 
| about six weeks of vaudeville during 
the winter, as was done a season ago. 


Nab Canary, 2 Tooters 
On St. L. Reefer Rap 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 


Fed agents, in a roundup of reefer 
violators last week, nailed a nitery 
singer and a musician in East St. 
Louis, and another tooter here. 
Phyllis Walters, 20, and Russell 
Rohrkasse were pinched near an 
East St. Louis nite club and the 
Federals assert they admitted at- 
tending reefer parties on the east 
side. 

They are charged in a U. 8. war- 
rent with delivering marijuana 
weed. Unable to furnish bonds, 











trolling the Miami niteries had of 
muscling in on some of the agents’ 
commissions has been forgotten. The 
thought was to designate some 
‘house’ bocker to handle all the- 


| atrical engagements, but the boys 
| who control the spots realized in 


M. Idzal, managing director of the | 





short order that it would undermine 
the basic values of their cafe di- 
vertissement if they tried any sharp 
practices. 

By and large, the syndicates are 
liberal with acts and agents, and 
their word is as good as a contract. 
The Pearl Harbor debacle put a 
crimp on an anticipated boom sea- 
son, which inspired the _ split- 
commish idea. 





they’re in the East St. Louis hoose- 
gow awaiting trial. The other toter 
nailed is Russell L. Schmieder, a na- 
tive, who was taken into custody 
at his home. The agents found eight 
ounces of the drug and 10 reefers. 
Schmieder said he used the weed for 
his own use, but the agents assert 
he had been selling reefers at six 
for $1. 

The pinches followed tipoffs from 
soldiers in training at the Jefferson 
Barracks, just south of the city 
limits, that they had been invited 
to purchase reefers and attend reef- 
er parties. 
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Sonja Henie Better Than Ever In 5th 
Sock ‘Ice Revue’ at Mad. Sq. Garde 


+ 
| 





By JACK PULASKI production head. Miss Henie and 


Whatever the Olympics stood fo1 


|Snyder are the stagers. Billy Liv- 
| ingston, of the Brooks costume com- 

| pany, did the crack job of designing. 
blonde marvel looked as good as 


HIPP, BALTO 
when winning successive champion- 


ships. As a matter of fact she is ' ao 
better, surrounded by the trimmings Baltimore, Jan. 1i. I 
that go to make up spectacle. Cass Daley, Radio Aces (3), Pau 
: st Gerrits, Billy Wells & 4 Fays; Ken 
It is her fifth annual appearance | no vidson & Hugh Forgie, Felice Tula | 
with the skating show. Perhaps it’s house orch (13): ‘A Bedtime Story’ | 
incredible that a girl can make rink | (Col) 
appearances for a few weeks each ware 
season and clean up a fortune, but} aaah . 
she does it. Opening house was| This is a good vaude layout, nicely 
packed except for a few seats at the! routined and well balanced. With | 
extreme side ends and a couple of house orch moved on stage and Paul 
boxes. At $4.40 top it means some- , Gerrits emceeing the doings in front | 
thing in show business to develop of the tooters, show plays nicely and | 
that kind of draw. at fast pace. Gerrits, suave emcee, | 
Any show with Miss Henie in it: times his gags well and also carries | 
would click. She is generous in her hs individual spot easily later. 
appearances during the evening and Fast opening is provided by Billy | 
is still without a peer in performance.| Wells and the 4 Fays, quintet of | 
The Henie show goes in for en-/|fast-stepping hoofers and tumblers 
sembles rather than specialties, and | who work singly and in mixed pairs 
this year’s costuming seems more (to a strong finish highlighted by 
vivid and colorful than previous pro- | effective contortion bit by one of the 
ductions. femmes which drew hefty response. 
There are new evolutions but the jA parody on eating habits gets laughs 
standout for Miss Henie is the tango, | for Gerrits and sets matters for the 
‘danced’ again this season with Gene | Radio Aces, talented vocal trio, who 
Turner, former Coast fancy skating | have been here before. Their three- 
champ. There were four encores,' way harmony scores from the start, 
and it had to be Turner’s luck to! revival meeting and Victor Herbert 
fall during the last one, a foxtrot.| medley being highlights though lat- 
That means nothing to skating fans/ter loses some of its punch from 
and excites a bigger volume of ap- gagging which boys have brought 
plause. Turner is a graceful young} jnto their turn since last seen. Their 
performer. Earlier, to classic music, pleasant vocal blending shouldn't be 
they duet to the Barcarolle. he rage | discarded for speed alone. Did well, 
ble then includes Can Can girls, the | poweyver, when caught and had to 
motif being ‘Gay Parisienne.’ First | beg off 
Miss Henie appears solo in a baby | pe A ; : 
lue costume that looks like a swim | Gerrits’ skating routine registered 
suit. at this point, as A his juggling — 
= . e ie -, | figure skating while snappy comedy 
At the first part finale Miss Henie | patter, pus Yermal Wilind aives bien 


emulates a bird in motion, costume | *°' ; , 
conception being further suggestive | distinction above conventional roller 


of the idea. Melody for the number | Skating turns. Cass Daley, who fol- 
is ‘Lovely Hula Hands,’ and it is the |lows, whacks out hectic, rather 


most tuneful of the score. Splendid | Vigorous vocals, mugging her way 


tions produced the most scintillating 
athletic star, Sonja Henie. As she 
appeared at Madison Square Garden 
Monday (19), starting a 10-day date 
with her ‘Hollywood Ice Revue,’ the 











Wirtz are the sponsors of ‘It Happens | 
eo’ arry see ; Gene | ‘ tha of me eh ies “ lone * P A . w L 
there is no doubt that the competi- | 0 Ice.’ too. Harry Losee and Gene | j¢, jayish Christmas and New Year’s|the remainder of the show. Best/, pleasant hour in the theat 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘Turn Back the Clock, produced by 
Leon Leonidoff, with Robert Lan- 
drum, Hubert Castle, Bob Dupont, 
Hilda Eckler, Nicholas Daks, Guy 
| Smith, M. H. Glee Club, Corps de 
Ballet, Rockettes, M. H. Symph; ‘Ball 
\of Fire’ (RKO), reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ Dec. 10. 








As though resting on the praises of 


| super-duper presentations, Music 
'Hall does a “Turn Back the Clock’ 
| this week and brings on a mildly en- 
|tertaining revue. Old - fashioned 


| theme gives opportunity for the Glee 


Club to drag out old faves, Rockettes 
to don can-can costumes and pro- 
ducer Leonidoff to bring in two 
standard vaude turns, wireworker 
Hubert Castle and juggler Bob Du- 
ont. 

Nostalgia is made pleasantly comic 
in the work of the Glee Club, by 
tricking the boys up in checkered 


suits and caps and having them adopt | 
the old cliche poses. A neat laugh-| 


getter finds one of the males in bal- 
let skirt and another in a lion suit, 
chasing each other while the war- 
blers do ‘Mama, Don't Go Into the 
Lion’s Cage Tonight.’ 

Ballet’s contribution is a humorous 
gypsy dance, featuring Hilda Eckler, 
Nicholas Daks and Guy Smith. It’s 
colorfully staged, but gets only mild 
audience reception. Rockettes are 
trimly costumed to let a bit more 
sexy than usual get across the foot- 
lights and to make that row of kick- 
ing femmes even more spectacular 
than ordinarily. 

Castle’s work, first on the slack 
wire and then on the tight, is stand- 
ard for turns of this type. Highlight 
is his jump through a hoop. {It didn’t 
come off quite up to expectation 
when caught (opening day) and he 
didn’t get a chance to repeat it. 

Dupont’s juggling is the best there 
is, with its combination of comedy 
and technique. Dupont wisely makes 
the technique just a means to get 
laughs, rather than taking himself 
seriously. 

Robert Landrum, a M.H. regular, 
ably warbles special lyrics provided 
by house lyricist Albert Stillman. 

Herb. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Chico Marx Orch (15) with 4 








costuming is distinctly Hawaiian | into strong audience acceptance. Uses 
though when that interlude is an-|‘Yeah Man’ for an opener, following 
nounced the locale mentioned is ‘an} with medley of parodies which earns 
island in the blue Pacific.’ Stroblite |a smart encore, ‘Lament of A Laun- 
effects are used, a phosphorous-like | dry Girl,’ 

substance. ‘Song of Hawaii’ further} (losing slot is filled by Ken David- 
identifies that section of the show.|<on and Hugh Forgie, badminton 
Other songs are ‘It Happened in Sun | champs, who ‘bang out a novel spot 
Valley. ‘Chattanooga | Choo Choo,’ | with some fast birdie whacking 
he Kiss Polka and {Know Why: | steamed up by-an announcer calling 
rom ‘Sur cn - we - - . = 
Fox film, in which Miss’ Henie | {€ Shots. It's good novelty for this 


starred. . 
Biz okay. 


For an ensemble number to be en- 
EARLE, PHILLY 


Burm. 


cored it unusual, but the trick is 
turned with ‘Tonight We Dance.’ 
Girls are in red velvet gowns, the 
men in tails, an effective ome com- 
bination. The easy swing and grace : : J 
of the skaters dvew a buss from the | ; Philadelphia, Jan. 17. 
house. audience wanting more and|_ Claude Thornhill Orch (17) with 
getting it. It is rhythmic skating, | Lillian Lane, Dick Harding, Buddy 
almost waltz-like and the best en- | Stewart, Martha Wayne; Lime Trio, 
semble performance. Larry Adler; ‘Look Tho’s Laughing’ 
There are at least five ensembles (RKO). 
with no feature skating. Girls copped : . 
a big hand as Dresden dolls. They; Larry Adler cops honors in this 











mince around the arena in such a, Week’s lineup at the Earle. Besides | 


deceptive way that it does not seem making his harmonica sound like a 
like skating at all. An elaborate en-|full-blown orchestra, he _ flashes 
semble is ‘Mexicana,’ another cos-/| plenty of stage presence and quickly 
tuming and lighting standout that , wins the audience. 
preludes the tango. 
Show is not long on comedy. In/' flamenco number, through a 
the first part Goeffe Stevens has that| Gershwin medley all the way to 
assignment, introduced as a glamour | boogie-woogie, with each stop a solid 
boy of cafe society—a stew, in other | click. He warms up with the 
words. He rather specializes in pratt | swingy ‘Choo Choo,’ follows with the 
falls and tumbles with a dummy, |Iberian dance and cleaned up as he 
that part of his work seeming crude, | finished the Gershwin medley with 
yet they liked it. Just. before clos- | ‘Rhapsody in Blue. His encores in- 
ing there is a hobo number billed! cluded ‘Star Dust’ and ‘Beat Me 
‘The Open Road,’ skaters including | Daddy.’ 
some of the featured males. Com-| 


; Thornhill and his crew, making 
edy routine is akin to that ot the es eine 


a se . 44 | their initial theatre appearance here, 
a ty Paar nag ny ge homage —. prove an excellent musical aggre- 
the Center, N. Y., is credited with po = gas a Se 
it. Audience was ripe for a change . will : 
of pace and voted it very funny. For one thing Thornhill, who 
Retained from last year is Fritz|Piloty acts as if the mike job is 
Diet]. the clever stilt skater, who | 5°™¢ hing he’d like to dispense with. 
won an encore. New are the Brandt | He mumbles introductions, names of 
Sisters. billed as precision skaters. ; song titles in unintelligible tone and 
Jimmy Caesar, Mary Ann Kramer |!" 4 8reat rush. 
and Charles Hadlett are jump spe- At the keyboard Thornhill is some- 
cialists. There are flashier acts of | thing else again. Leader is tops at 
the kind. Brandts also work with | the ivories, and the band’s arrange- 
Peter Kilam who operates mostly on|Ments are excellent also. Best band 
his toes or rather the front tip of |number is ‘Hungarian Dance No. 5,’ 
the skates. Latter is of a quartet,| with Thornhill at the piano. 
others being Dorothy Caley, Jean| Dick Harding, solemn-faced vocal- 
Sturgeon and Tommy _ DePauw, | ist, looks a little scared as he sings 
which duo pulled a double fall just | ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘No 
at the end of the routine. |Laughing Matter,’ but he pleases 
There is a patriotic opening with| vocally. Lillian Lane, an attractive 
the ensemble dressed in silken red,| brunet, has soothing set of pipes and 
white and blue, a victory V getting | scores with ‘Dream’s On Me’ and 


the first big hand. Finale is ‘Fairy-|‘Said No.’ Other warblers are 


Tale Land,’ with the whole company Buddy Stewart and Martha Wayne, 
participating as nursery rhyme char-|attractive youngsters who clown 
acters. On one of two entrances| their way through ‘Rose O’Day’ and 
then, Miss Henie comes on astride a| join with the others in ‘Blues in the 
skating St. Bernard. Star has more, Night.’ 
costumes than ever before, appearing Lime trio is okay in their turn 
in three different rigs during one| wherein one of them, a rubber-boned 
extended number. jindividual, gets knocked around 
The show is again presented by a | emulating a sawdust stuffed me- 
Chicago group of which Arthur M. |! chanical doll. 
Wirtz is managing director and Wil-;| House jammed at show caught 
liam H. Burke general manager and | Shal 








Chicolets, Bailey Sisters (2), Siggy 
Lane; Kitty Carlisle, Smith, Rogers & 
Eddy, Clyde Hager; Shorts and 
Newsreels. 

Lineup this week makes strong 
marquee dressing and, with minor 
exceptions, plays as well as it looks 
on paper. Chico Marx band (Band 
Reviews) is main draw. With Marx 
unit are the Chicolets, vocal quartet; 
the singing Bailey Sisters and Siggy 
Lane, male vocalist, all of whom are 
likewise reviewed separately with 
Marx. 

For the rest its a solid vaude 





topping the outside acts. Miss Car- 
lisle went big with this audience. 
Svelte appearance and impressive 
|delivery make her a class booking 
| anywhere. Her dramatic interpre- 
|tation of ‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ is 
exceptionally effective, and _ she 
| winds up appropriately with a med- 
lley of martial tunes dedicated to the 
| U.S. fighting forces. 

Cylde Hager, with his longtime 
{standard pitchman’s routine, giving 
jaway ‘pink passion’ pills and potato 
|peelers to an imaginary crowd, 
lclicks nicely on comedy. Also 
|hilarious are Smith, Rogers and 





| acro hoofing. 
| Biz good. Mori. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


| International Sweethearts of 





|Rhythm (16), with Anna Mae Win- | 
berg; Jackie Mabley, Brown Sisters | 


(3), Abdulla Troupe (6), Alberta 
Perkins & Artabelle McGinty, Anna 
Baxter, Vivian Harris; ‘Flying 
| Cadets’ (U). 
Stage show here, per usual, runs 90 
|minutes, and too much of that time 
jis left for the Sweethearts of Rhythm 
|band. All-girl organization played 
| here last September, when it showed 
| potentialities. Based on this show- 
ing, it hasn’t materialized. Entire 
| bill is slowed to extent that even 
Jackie Mabley’s expert clowning, 
near closing can’t overcome it. It’s 
an all-girl show, even to the other 
performers. 


rate sax section of five plus three 
| trumpets, three trombones, bass fid- 
| dle, guitar, piano, drums and a gyrat- 
ing baton waver. Femme pounds 
her array of drums with authority, 
but spoils her work by copying so 
;|many male drummers and chewing 
gum. Different sections individually 
jsound first-rate but never quite 
| register except with a couple of low- 
down jive tunes. Aggregation also 
has difficulty at times in playing the 
show. Anna Mae Winberg, | tall 
vocalist, impresses but doesn’t get 
enough to do. Band has some first- 
rate singers, including a quartet 
(marred because p.a. system was on 
blink) and a= singing drummer. 
One gal in sax department ducks out 
in the middle of a band number and 








presentation, with Kitty Carlisle} 


Sweethearts crew carries a first- | 


returns in hula garb for some hip- 
weaving. Specialty, like several 
others, is so feebly introduced it 


doesn’t click properly. Vincent Lopez Orch 
Comedienne Mabley is_ single | Sunny Price, ae & De titan yates 
bright spot on bill. Here numerous | ole Singer, Sonny Schuyler, 4 Le Aha 
| times before, she’s definitely a more | Sisters; ‘Skylark’ (Par). ’ n 
| polished funmaker now, 7 = . 
;small house in an uproar with her : f - 
typical talky ballads, patter and terp- Lo how ge Mie gr me , Vincent 
ing. She wisely took a loud heckler | gesture at the Taft hotel Fon on 
ito task quickly, and —— — stage date he has formed a unit shew 
‘down so deftly he remained silent | +)5¢ i, principally musical. providing 
'Gourfain, formerly of th Stra ines 
’ ‘ ’ ; ’ yo e Stran 
| Your Hand’ and ‘Men Don't Care for| baramount, New York. al se rs 
| Discretion. routines and lighting, doing an effec. 
Abdulla Troupe, only white act 0n | tive job. At the first show Saturday 
|bill, is a group of six femmes who dojevery specialty turn fared well 
'typical acrobats and pyramid stands. |Sunny Price, who. appeared in ‘Du 
Registered solidly here. Anna Bax- | Barry Was a Lady,’ is one of the 
}ter, garbed in a tux, contributes @/neatest of tap dancers. Hers is pre- 
‘fast if commonplace tapstering bit.| cision stepping and she handles hed 
Alberta Perkins and  Artabelle/ tootsies like a toe dancer. Pert in 
|McGinty, two folksy comediennes, | styje Miss Price can step along in the 
| work hard for laughs in a flimsy skit. ‘best company. Here she has the sua 
Vivian Harris helps intro the show | port of excellent music from the 
,;and three ordinary blackouts. | Lopez orch. 
‘Great Day,’ ‘Blues in Night’ and | Sonny Schuyler who is_ with 
\‘Sheik of Araby’ serve as vocal! Lopez at the Taft, does well with 
ivehicles for the Brown Sisters, per-|slow tempos in which he specializes, 
‘sonable rhythm warblers. Trio has | With ‘This Love of Mine,’ he had the 
'merit and future possibilities. Choice | four Le Ahn Sisters assisting softly 
of numbers here seems poor. at another microphone, but fared 
Biz way off. Wear. ‘better with ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ 
—__—__—_—— |Later, with sorrel haired Karole 


Singer, whom Lopez refers to as his 
COLONIAL, DAYTON 


STATE, N. Y. 











songs were ‘Ain't Got Time to Shake 


newest discovery, Schuyler duets 
“You Made Me Love You,’ with the 
bandsmen chiming in on some lines 
of the familiar tune. That comes 


ton, O., Jan. 17. p 
Dayton, O., Jan after Karole Singer solos. with 


‘Bowery Follies,’ y va Bons ‘Whistlin’.’ 
Bros., Joe Termini, imee Sisters, An coneameant equilibristic team is 
Three Deans, Nash & Evans, Blake Martez and Le Lita, the latter a 
& Lambert, St. Claire Sisters & blonde girl with a sure sense of bal 
R “te Deny’ (20th-Fox). oe 2 se Of Dal- 
O'Day; ‘Confirm or ance. The routine is accompanied by 
south of the border melodies. Le 

‘Bowery Follies, with flock of | Ahn Sisters nicely dressed in white 
good acts, maintains a fast clip. The | Satin, sit with the bandsmen and pro- 
two Rigoletto brothers, after many | vide atmosphere when not singing. 
years, return as suave as ever. Open- Quartet opens with I've Got Rhythm 
ing as magicians, their apparatus and follow with ‘All Out of Tune. 
goes haywire, and they manage to Unit's only comedy comes with 
put over a couple of teasers, like | ventriloquist Bob Evans and ‘Jerry 
the interchanging bottle and glass |O’Leary. Evans is best when he has 
of wine and disappearing radio. | the ‘kid’ singing, being particularly 
following some comedy juggling, |" form with ‘Irish Eyes’ and ‘Write 


they return for acrobatics and hand- | Myself a Letter,’ also snatches of 
stands in the gay 90’s fashion. Indian Love Call.” Down late in the 


Joe Termini had the audience in|act Evans won the edge from out 
an uproar with his comedy fiddling, front even though some of the 
and banjo playing, where he franti- chatter could be brushed up. 
cally tries to keep pace with the| When Lopez takes to the piano he 
drummer. Going legitimate on the | ™akes the ivories sing by nimble fin- 
electric guitar and violin, he kept | 8eting that has been his forte year 
‘audience begging for more. after year. His contributions, of 
| Aimee sisters, first of the special- | COU'Se, include ‘Nola,’ other’ num- 








ties, open with a clever military bers being ‘Donkey Serenade’ and 


|dance in which they maneuver on | Concerto for Two.’ Lopez drops a 
bended legs, giving appearance of | Screen and projects the stills of band 
midgets. Miniature guns add to the |!eaders who either started with his 
| illusion. band or played with him before 
Three Deans came through with a | heading their own oufits. Those 
zingy potpourri of acrobatics, in- |lime-lighted are Tony Pastor, Xavier 
|cluding tumbling, handstands and a|Cusat, Artie Shaw, Jimmy and 
| three-run up a wall, ending with all | Tommy Dorsey, Glenn-Miller (named 
turning flip-flops. his all-American arranger) and Rudy 
Dick Nash and Janet Evans begin | Vallee. About the latter Lopez says 
with a comedy dance act and then | that on the first day with his band, 
go into verbal chinning and some | Vallee asked for his autograph but 
western roping, winding up with ‘since then I've asked for his. Bits 
jumping in and out of a lasso in fast |Of each leader’s favorite numbers are 
tempo. played. — Bak 
Blake and Lambert, topnotch| There is a patriotic finale, dedi- 
mixed singing team, offer straight |¢@ted to the war's first air hero, 
vocals that go over fine. Repertoire | Lieut. Colin Kelly, Jr., the number 
includes such standard pops as | Played, and sung being “Keep ‘em 
‘Sweet Mystery of Life,’ ‘Im Falling | Flying.” Some of the specialists are 
in Love’ and ‘Italian Street Song,’ inclined to run a bit overtime but 
with ‘Row, Row, Row’ for an en- | the Lopez act is satisfactory. Ibee. 
;core. Lambert also acts as emcee for 
| the show. 
| Completing the lineup is a bicycle | MICHIGAN, DETROIT 
iturn, St. Claire Sisters and O’Day, 
‘with conventional riding of uni- rt ie . 
|eycles, plus ordinary and freak bi- Detroit, Jan. 16. 
| cycles. It pleases. Glenn Miller Orch (17) with Ray 
| Line of 12 has three routines, | Eberle, Marion Hutton, the Modern- 
|opening as can-can and Floradora | Tes, Tex Beneke; Lorraine & Rog- 











His tunes range from a Spanish |Eddy, who clean up with their nifty| girls, coming back later as Bowery | nan. Phil Brestoff House Orch (15)} 


lads and lassies in a typical East | ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par). 
Side tap and closing with a cakewalk Nias 
in patriotic style. In another num- Glenn Miller ts going great guns 
ber, ‘Old Fashioned Parade,’ girls | with the school-skipper trade and 
appear in twos in costumes of the | Shows that this house, which hither- 
nineties while Miss Blake sings. to held that an orchestra needs bol- 

Kany. stering with a regular stage show 
—_——_—_- line-up, wasn’t wrong in letting this 


band go it practically alone. Lor- 
ORIENTAL, CHI 








raine and Rognan, whose clowning 
kept them out for encores until they 
were almost out of material, are the 
Chicago, Jan. 17. pony po rene to the regular band 
| Libonati Trio, Fredysons (7) _| setup and dovetail nicely. 
| lett & Dorothea, Chris Cross, "Alice Miller must be taking it for 
Dawn, Laurel & Hardy (3); ‘Bombay granted that it is his regular follow- 
Clipper (U). ing out in front for he isn’t bother- 
ing with any identification of his 
|tunes—which is a little hard on the 
Laurel and Hardy are a smash at|/strays. He mixes it up hot and 
| the Oriental. It looks like one of the |sweet ‘from the beginning, with 
big weeks Since this house returned | medley of ‘In the Mood,’ ‘Sunrise 
to vaudeville. Comics played this | Serenade’ and ‘Little Brown Jug.’ 
|town once before, at the Chicago, and First one sells the audience pronto. 
| also did well but nothing like here. | With the kids practically getting out 
| Hokum skit about trying to get a|of hand it needed smooth-voiced 
| driver's license had house in an up-! Eberle to quiet them down with 
roar. It is material commonly asso- | ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ before in- 
ciated with Laurel and Hardy and | creasing tempo again with the 
effective at all times. _ Modernaires in ‘Elmer’s Tune.’ The 
Alice Dawn, something of a local | five stay on with ‘Everything I 
name, scored sharply with vocals, | Love.’ : 
nifty appearance and her treatment Miller lets his music speak fer him, 
of pop tunes. Rollett & Dorothea nicely blending the sweet and then 
were on for a short turn, but good | letting out the polished brass, regis- 
enough with their knockabout dance |tering big with numbers such &s 
routines, | ‘Dear Mom’ or ‘One O’Clock Jump. 
Standard in the opening was the | Marion Hutton seems to have for- 
Libonati Trio, over well with the| saken solo chores, singing mostly 
xylophone_work and boy and girl| with the Modernaires in ‘Nick 
dancing. Fredysons turned in some|Serenade’ and ‘Chattanooga Choe 
excellent teeter-board acrobatics,|Choo.” Her personality impresses 
with plenty of action and excitement | nonetheless. Also gaining recogn- 
throughout. tion was Tex Beneke, as featur 
Chris Cross, one of the new crop |sax and with impersonation of S 
of ventriloquists, is first rate. Mason, 
Biz big second show Saturday (7).| SRO biz at evening shov Friday 
Gold. ' (16). Pool. 
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~~ ROXY, N. Y. 


Hannon, Frank Gaby, Equillo 
Bot (2), Lewis & Van, Ben Yost 
“rs. Roxyettes, Paul Ash House 


mn: tl Wake Up Screaming’ (20th). 





sre is a pleasant little bill that 
orally pleases. Individual acts 
oe all okay, though it’s the some- 
what loose nature of presentation that 
proves the lone snag. At that, how- 
ever, the program s variety and en- 
tertaining factors far compensate for 
the minor distractions, such as the 
stereotyped, dull routines turned in 
py the house line, the Roxyettes. 
Heading the bill for name value 
and general all-around effectiveness 
js Bob Hannon, from Frank Fay’'s 
Tums sponsored network radio pro- 
gram. He’s reviewed more exten- 
sively under New Acts. 
Frank Gaby andthe Equillo 
prothers follow closely on entertain- 
ment values, the former a standard 
ventriloquist and the latter a duo of 
acrobats. Gaby and his dummy, as 
gre all the rest of the program's cast, 
are garbed in western attire, in 
keeping with the stage’s ranchero at- 
mosphere. Gaby’s delivery and 
method of presentation is expert, but 
he needs better material generally. 
Equillos, though clicky on the 
straight ‘acrobats, win the playdits 
rticularly on novelty. They come 
out in standard western attire, sing- 
jng a ballad, and one suspects that 
they they are a singing turn. And 
their voices are sufficiently good to 
warrant that first impression. How- 
ever, after the first few bars they 
strip to shorts, all the while keeping 
up the same tune, and go into their 
slow-motion acros. Still continuing 
the same tune, they finale in much 
the same way in which they start, 
put in reverse, as they resume their 
original attire in time to walk off 
on the last bar of the self-same 
ballad. The audience went for them 
big. 
Lewis and Van, hoofers, are also 
reviewed under New Acts. 
Biz moderately good at the 
showing Friday (16). Nak 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Jan. 16. 
Eddie Burnette & Lucille, Kitty 
Milligan, Val Setz, Lloyd & Willis, 
DuBarry’s Birdland, Jerry Ross, Ale 
Ules house orchestra (6); ‘Lady for 
a Night’ (Rep). 


last 
a. 











Jerry Ross emcees a well rounded 
show at the Palomar this week, with 
Eddie Burnette and. Lucille clicking 
solidly with a combination of tricks 
and taps. Eddie comes on for some 
sleight of hand with lighted cigar- 
ettes while tapping. Lucille pleased 
with a fruit, egg and bird trick, pair 
winding up with a trunk trick that 
wowed ’em. 

Kitty Milligan warbles ‘Rose 
O'Day’ and- ‘Basin Street’ pleasantly, 
ending with her own composition, 
‘We'll Take a Tuck Out of Tokio.’ 

On third, Val Setz, juggler, always 
liked here, deftly blends patter with 
balancing juggling routines. Throw- 
ing of dumbells got a big hand. For 
a climaxer he comes back and tosses 
four coins off toé, catching and 
balancing them on his face. 

Lloyd and Willis, young ballet 
tapsters, followed with terping which 
was well received. Lloyd dances as 
of 20 years ago while Willie shows 
how it is done today. 

Closing spot holds Madame Du- 
Barry and her Birdland, with an un- 
billed helper. Her cockatoos per- 
form creditably, particularly one 
named Mike who adds, subtracts and 
multiplies with a beak-operated bell. 

Jerry Ross brings ’em on in his 
usual breezy manner. Good house at 
show caught. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





No action footage on the Japunks’ 
attack and U.S. counter-measures is 
Visible in the newsreels, but this 
week’s issues contain plenty of ex- 
citement nevertheless. Chief pulse- 
Quickener is the fine reel (Para- 
mount) on a British Commando raid 
on Norway. While stressing more 
~ destruction of Nazi property 
an blood-letting, it’s clear-cut that 
hed iS a very grim business. Also 
Brit, heartening, though, that the 
ritish show fine training for offen- 
Sive warfare. 
Another exciting clip is Metro’s 
potage on the recent N. Y. spy 
rn trial and convictions. High- 
8ht of this is the actual motion 
Nahe made by the FBI when the 
= es were negotiating with the Gov- 
rnment’s counter-espionage agent. 
: me of the methods of the spies 
Ppear almost juvenile, but that they 
appened is a matter of irrefutable 
m evidence. 
eres good footage by Par on 
ts. Colin Kelly, widow of the Phil- 
oe aviator hero, as she took part 
dete Red Cross drive. Canal Zone 
be nsé measures (Par), Japunks’ 
_ wreckage in Hawaii, Navy 
nein on Atlantic patrol (Fox), New 
ont and anti-aircraft batteries (U) 
= among the lesser war-type foot- 


Newsree]s’ 


out or t ’ i 
otherwise put for the week is 


mild, with Paramount 


| material is first-rate. 





missing a good exploitation bet by 

not tieing up its travelog, ‘The 

Jungle,’ with the Malayan war scene. 
Scho. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 
Phil Spitalny Orch (23), Maxine, 
Vivien, Beatrice Howell, 3 Little 
Words, Evelyn, Rosa Linda, Mary 
— ‘All Through the Night’ 
( ). 











There’s 
fresh and 


something perennially 
exciting about Phil 
Spitalny’s band of femme _ musi- 
cians. Maybe it’s just the idea of 
finding a gang that’s pleasant both 
visually and audibly. Whatever it 
is the Spitalny standard grows more 
secure through the years; his pres- 
entations are out of the top drawer 
and his production stuff is just about 
the best there is in the delux movie 
houses. Spitalny has always been a 
master of lighting and what he does 
here with spots heightens the effect 
of good music immeasurably. Of 
course, it’s perfectly true that he 
has several pretty faces to light up 
properly, which also helps. 


Opening flash with two dozen 
girls, bright and shiny and attrac- 
tively gowned, gives the unit a wedge 
with the audience at the outset, and 
the showy compactness of what 
follows clinches the sale from there 
on. In actual orch line-up Spitalny 
has 6 violins (the Singing Strings), 
4 saxes, 6 brasses, 2 pianos, harp, 
flutes, guitar, bass and drums and, 
most of them double into the Glee 
Club which, added to the crack solo 
voices under Spitalny’s wing, gives 
him some choral effects easily the 
femme counterpart of the Fred War- 
ing brand. 

Show gets away fast with collec- 
tion of semi-martial airs, featuring 
‘Tenting Tonight On the Old Camp 
Ground,’ highlighted by voices of 
Maxine and 3 Little Words. Maxine 
then coming back to punch over ‘To- 
night We Love’ in her attractively 
husky pipes For an encore, she 
mops up again on ‘Boogly Woogly,’ 
backed by the ensemble, and then 
for a sock novelty drummer and flute 
player team up in duet that nearly 
ties up the show. 


Evelyn, Spitalny’s crack vionlinist, 
cleans up solo with ‘Marie Elena,’ 
then brings out the five other strings 
for a swell arrangement of ‘Inter- 
mezzo.’ Customers are by now in 
mood for a few laughs and 3 Little 
Words fill the bill with their hoke 
‘Tavern In the Town,’ a_ standby 
with them, and later some semi- 
operatic high-jinx, all sold with a 
neat balance between legit songa- 
loguing and comic overtones. 

Rosa Linda, at the piano, gets an 
inning next with an original com- 
position based on four notes, and 
show-stopper follows her, She’s 
Beatrice Howell, a clever impersona- 
tor who tops the general run of 
mimics by keeping her routine out 
of the conventional groove. Starts 
off familiarly with Lionel Barrymore 
takeoff, but then switches into a 
dialog between Myrna Loy and one | 
of the Dead End Kids; Barbara | 
Stanwyck, amazingly authentic and 
best of the lot; a kid singer and the 
hotcha torcher she grows up into, 
and finally Katharine Hepburn and 
Jimmy Durante. Miss Howell has 
an A-l flair of vocal mimicry and 
Mob wouldn't 
let her get away and at first show 
afternoon caught ana Spitalny had 
to ask audience to let the perform- 
ance proceed, 

‘Madelaine’ is presented after an/| 
understandable buildup by Spitalny, | 
who explains that it’s his own tune | 
and points out that it’s currently | 
No. 4 on the Hit Parade. ‘Hour of 
Charm’s blonde Juno, known as 
Vivien, cracks them wide open again 
with the ‘Bell Song’ and brings on 
the curtain leading the whole gang 
in ‘God Bless America.’ Cohen. 




















Took a Waw 


Continued from page 1 











— 
piro, are back in their old places 
prior to every performance playing 
‘The Star Spangled Banner,’ as an 
overture, 


When ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ came 
into the house Wednesday (14), Voll- 
mer Dahlstrand, head of the mwsi- 
cians’ union, served notice that from 
then on the orchestra would have to 
be used regularly, at least once every 
performance, to play the national 
anthem, Both Cy Grody, house man- 
ager, and Herman Bernstein, com- 
pany manager, protested that music 
of any kind was not wanted for this 
attraction, and that it would be a 
detriment and distraction preventing 
propef presentation of the produc- 
tion. Dahlstrand told them they had 
better change their minds and use 
the band, or else. 

Wednesday night the show opened 
and the orchestra did not play. 
Thursday matinee came and the mu- 
sicians did not get into the pit, but 
Dahlstrand then threatened to get 
the stagehands to walk out and the 
operators permitted the musicians to | 
play. 





| been 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 17. 
Lang & Cravat, Doris Dupont 
LaMarr & Martin, Charley Althoff, 
Jimmy Bunn, Waydeen Hayworth, 
Herb Six House Orch; ‘Tuxedo Junc- 
tion’ (Rep). 








Stage fare this week is a variety 
bill, interim booking between series 
of stage band attractions Tower has 
been running and has set up for 
near future. A few standard acts 
with house band and an amateur 
entry fill out 40 minutes for average 
results. 

Needing an emcee for the vaude 
lineup, manager Barney Joffee is 
working Jimmy Bunn in that niche. 
Bunn, 17-year-old, who has a good 
baritone, has had some experience 
in a night sustainer via station WOW, 
Omaha, on NBC red. On the speak- 
ing and personality side, boy needs 
more polish but possibilities are 
favorable. His warbling of ‘This 
Love of Mine’ and ‘Cowboy Serenade’ 
in the second spot are okay. 

Herb Six band opens with a pop 
song. Act following is acro team of 
Lang and Cravat, combo of straight 
man and Jimmy Savo type comic, 
for usual response. Bunn’s turn is 
followed by Doris Dupont, terp 
single with fast tapping in three 
nifty modern routines. Team of 
LaMarr and Martin comes through 
with extensive acro-adogio routines, 
Herschel Martin being a one-time 
local athlete whose name strengthens 
the billing. Waydeen Hayworth is 
the juve am entry. 

Closing spot holds Charley Althoff 
in his standard solo character bit, 
the Yankee fiddler. Octogenarian 
ex-soldier with his fiddle and soap 
box chair remains an entertaining 
characterization. His best piece is 
‘When You and I Were Young, 
Maggie,’ played straight. 

Film entry sole b.o. draw this 
week, resulting in mild seven days. 

Quin. 





New Acts 











LENNY KENT 
Comedian 
Kitty Davis’ Airliner, Miami Beach 


Lenny Kent is of the Youngman- 
Berle school of emcees, but not par- 
ring them in quality, although he 
should develop. He’s a_ potential, 
right now in the minor leagues, but 
possessing the capabilities that will 
ripen with proper material and gen- 
eral seasoning. 

He’s at ease on the floor and han- 
dles the general emcee potentials in 
good style. But when he gets inte 
his own specialty he waxes braw 
and goes overboard with a dirty 
parody on ‘In Argentina.’ To begin 
with, it’s part of a routine Eddie 
(Leon &) Davis has done before 
Kent, and then only as one part of 
a general parody medley; Kent 
makes it the major burthen of his 
specialty. He does better with his 
arrangement of ‘Sea Food Manna,’ 
in which he had a hand in author- 
ship. His major specialty is a take- 
off on Cardini, simulating his man- 
nerisms in broad manner which even 
the icky customers that congregate 


here get, even though they may 
never have seen the original subject. 
With this, Kent blends a Chaz Chase 
ciggie-swallowing routine as the} 


prime feature of his act. 

But in the main, while Kent has 
around in lesser N. Y. spots 
like Butler’s Tap Room and is pro- 
gressing into rooms like Kitty Davis’ 
Airliner—a tourist trap a la the old 
Hollywood and Paradise on Broad- 
way—he needs more polishing and 
grooming before being ready for the 
faster company he will eventually 
travel with. Abel. 
BOB HANNON 
Singer 
12 Mins.; One 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Bob Hannon has established him- 
self in radio via the Frank Fay pro- 
gram, as its featured tenor, and now 
the tall, good-looking, personable 
warbler has extended his ingratiat- 
ing songstering to the _ rostrum. 
Whether it’s radio. vaudeville or 
cafes, Hannon has enough on the ball 
to click in any one of those fields. 

Hannon’s Irish tenor is plenty 
sturdy for the ballads to which he 
leans, and with his neat phiz and 
easy deportment in front of the mike, 
whether it’s lilting a tune or just 
emceeing, he has what it takes, par- 
ticularly for the femmes. Naka. 


LEWIS AND VAN 


Dancers 
8 Mins.; One 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Lewis and Van are. whirlwind 
tapsters excellent for the type of 


work they do, but they seem limited 
because of a lack of novelty. It’s 
standard, straight hoofing—and that’s 
all. 

For vaude, 
appear in the groove. 


as bill-openers, they 
Naka. 





New Portland (Ore.) Click 
Portland, Ore., Jan. 20. 
Fanciest new night spot in the Pa- 
cific Northwest is running to S.R.O 
biz. 
Eddie Valencia band current. 








It’s the new ‘Pago Pago,’ with | 
\ 


i 























BLUE ROOM, N. 0. 





; tempo and is rich in entertainment. 


Honors are equally divided between 
south-of-the-border and gringo style 
of entertainment. Only three acts, 
but all good. 


Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, cele- 
brating their 10th anniversary as Mr. 
and Mrs. Sims have never been bet- 
ter at the keyboard. Miss Bailey is 
easy to look at and charming song- 
stress as well. Their arrangement of 
‘Tea for Two’ and Gershwin’s ‘Rhap- 
sody’ netted plenty of palm pound- 
ing. 

Cheena de Simone dancers, mixed 
sextet, is a versatile conga line, taste- 
fully costumed. The girls, dark-eyed 
and shapely, get attention with torso- 
shaking to the accompaniment of 
zingy rhumba tunes. Finale, in 
which the three men lock arms and 
lift the girls into dizzy whirls, is a 
smash and cleaned up. 

Chick and Lee, zany comics, do 
takeoffs on radio entertainers, opera 
stars and celebrities, shout all over 
the place, play a couple of instru- 
ments, and clich in general. 

Ravazza emcees show nicely. 

Liuzza. 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 

Val Irving, Andrew Sisters (2), 
Nitza & Ravell, Delta Rhythm Boys 
(4), Robert Bruce McDougall, Bali- 
Lovelies (6), Allen Fielding Orch. 
(6), Los Caballeros (5), Penny Davis; 
No cover, $1.50 minimum, week 
nights, $2 Saturday. 








Bali has embarked on policy of 
screwball shows which, from sample 
gandered this week, appears to be 
the answer to war blues. 

Comic Val Irving, who takes 
charge of the wacky proceedings, 
almost knocks himself out dashing 
around the place. Everybody is in 


the show, from the _ proprietors 
(there are five) to the spotlight 
operator. Latter, a huge sepia lad 


tagged Robert Bruce McDougall, is 
one of the show’s best laugh-getters. 


The show tees off with all the boys 
in band togged in white coats, chas- 
ing Irving onto the stage with a prop 
straitjacket. The customers then be- 
come part of the show, with Irving 
doing a workmanlike job ad libbing 
as he keeps show moving at a fast 
pace. 

Standout in the supporting cast are 
the Delta Rhythm Boys, four colored 
lads with plenty of voice and rhythm. 

Quartet of expert tune-salesmen 
click with their package of zingy tunes 
including ‘Darktown Strutters,’ ‘Yes, 
Indeed,’ ‘World on Fire’ and ‘Choo- 
Choo.” Had trouble getting off at 
show caught. 

In the hoofing department, Nitza 
and Ravell and the dancing Andrew 
Sisters (not to be confused with the 
singing Andrews Sisters), are pleas- 
ing. Nitza and Ravell specialize in 
Castillian terps for whch they have a 
distinct flair. Andrew gals, blonde 
lookers are expert terpers with effec- 
tive swingtaps. 

Bali-Lovelies, sextet of gals above 
average in looks and dancing ability, 
appear in three production numbers. 
Penny Davis handles the conga- | 
teaching department. Allen Field- | 
ing’s band and the Los Caballeros, | 
rhumba quintet, provide the rhythm. | 
Fielding, also an excellent comic, 
helps Irving in several screwy skits. 

For the windup there’s a ‘Boomps- 
a-daisy’ routine with audience parti- 
cipation. 

House near capacity (Fri. dinner) 
when reviewed. Shal., 


MINNESOTA TERRACE 


(HOTEL NICOLLET, MPLS.) 


Minneapolis, Jan. 17. 


Night Club Reviews 


“ontinued from page 44 








most of the name bands which have 
played here, starts the show with a 
novelty number, “The Band Played 
On,’ as it would be interpreted by 
the famous bands. Maurice & 
Maryea, ballroom dancers, are a 
classy team. Difficult spins and 
whirls are plentiful in their turn, 
Doraine & Ellis, youthful singers, in 
second engagement here, put over 
lighter operatic numbers to sock re- 
sponse. ‘Donkey Serenade’ duet is a 
show-stopper. Rees. 


REMBRANDT 


(BUENOS AIRES) 
Buenos Aires, Jan. 14. 

Bob Stewart Orch (7) with Ismar 
Guimaraes. 

First of the suburban after-dark 
spots to open for the summer season, 
which here as in the rest of South 
America runs from December to 
April, the Rembrandt strikes the in- 
formal note and seems set for a 
hefty share of the better hot-weather 
trade. Located in Olivos, about half 
an hour from the center of Buenos 
Aires and adjoining the wide Rio de 
la Plata, spot also has advantage of 
being close to the grounds of the 
Circulo Militar. 


Garden, with trees rigged up with 
fluorescent lighting as at the New 
York World’s Fair, is a big attrac- 
tion. Outdoor dance floor faces a 
tropical type bandstand holding Bob 
Stewart, who plays the winter sea- 
son at the Alvear Palace hotel. Gar- 
den and terrace seat 500 comfort- 
ably, but additional 200 on fiesta days 
can be accommodated. When the 
breeze from the river gets too strong, 
there is an indoor series of halls, 
— Dutch style, which can hold 


Stewart a personable leader, em- 
phasizes the lackadaisical al fresco 
mood, wandering around the garden 
with his accordion, while the band 
plays, offering request numbers, 
Stewart was among first here with 
arrangements of ‘Hut Sut Song,’ 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ ‘Sand in 
My Shoes’ and other pops. Also 
strong with Latin numbers. Also 
featured is Ismar Guimaraes, Bra- 
zilian singer, who also plays the 
guitar. His handling of sambas is 
neat, 

Stewart’s septet is 
Francisco Mazzeo, trumpet; Ma- 
riano Roiter, sax; Mario Cesari, 
piano; Luis Gavinovich, bass; Mario 
Pages, drums; Guimaraes, on guitar. 
Band is drawing many of the 
younger people, who’ye developed a 
taste for boucne a la Broadway as 
the result of DX tuning. 





made up of 


Rembrandt specializes in Dutch 
dishes prepared under direction of 
the owner, Heeren Nicolas De 
Ridder. Ray. 





Unit Review 


VICTORY JAMBOREE 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N.C.) 











Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 10. 
Bee Ho Gray & Co. (2), Keynot- 
ers (3), Bronlee Bros. (2), Mason 
& Hutchinson, Senorita Cubanola, 
All-American Beauties (8), Jambo- 
leers (5); ‘Mr. Celebrity’ (Indie). 





Dan Fitch’s ‘Victory Jamboree’ is 


| strong in comedy, music, and mus- 


cles, but the line is not up to the 
usual Fitch standard. 

» Bee Ho Gray, sagebrush humor- 
ist, got off to a strong reception in 
an expert western turn. He unfolds 
plenty of cowboy stuff, including 
whip-cracking, knife-throwing, rope- 


spinning and banjo-twanging. Fast 
pace maintained throughout. Gray 


uses a femme stooge Hester, winding 





Sev Olsen Orch (15) with Jeanne 





Darland, Maurice & Maryea, Jack} 
Marshall, Doraine & Ellis; $1-$2)| 
minimum. 

Current layout in this Hotel 


Nicollet room lacks the usual name 


| band, but holds three excellent acts 


that provide first-rate entertainment. | 
Even without the name band, it’s one 
of the more pretentious and satisfy- 
ing night club presentations in sev- 
eral seasons here. Local Olsen 
orchestra fills the bill even for those 
with whom dancing comes first. 

Jack Marshall, erstwhile Benny 
Meroff horn tooter, now a comic, 
tops the performers and scores a hit. 
He'll bring patrons back for more 
and stimulate word-of-mouth. 

Marshall’s brand of eccentric 
comedy depends largely on the mug- 
ging added to clever handling of | 
comic songs, gags and stories. 

In song ‘Oh for the Life of an Old 
Sea Lion’ he imitates a seal. Dur- 
ing another number he manipulates 
a hat into a wide variety of shapes 
reminiscent of the top pieces worn! 
by a number of historical personages | 








and typical of different periods. Ma- | 
teri: eems made to order fer inti- 
mate night clubs. 

Olsen orchestra, on a par with 


|in second attempt with a 


| comic, handles material well, 


up act by bringing out a baby coyote. 
The Keynoters, on twice, pleased 


| with warbling far above average for 


here. Boys, out first in tuxedos, 
open with a medley of college songs, 
followed by neat arrangement of 
‘Siboney,’ into which they inter- 
polate Latin atmosphere that sets the 
scene for a rhumba number by the 
line. Keynoters return later in 
khaki with a batch of patriotic faves, 

Bronlee Bros., comic acro turn, 
are also above par. Boys work in 
full dress, opening with some hilari- 
ous drunk clowning. Then go into 
some snappy gymnastics on the bars, 
also sandwiching in some magic 
with colored drinks. Turn drew big 
results. 

Mason & Hutchinson, comics, are 
on twice. First appearance is weak, 
but they present some good material 
a skit on 
diminutive 
while 
as emcee and 


army life. Mason, a 


Hutchinson doubles 
straight. 
Senorita Cubanola, 


stripper, fails 


| to jell. Appearance and dialog poor. 


Line is weak on looks. Its best is 


a military drill, costumed in khaki, 
with balance of cast in finale. Also 
good in a standard rhumba. Band 
| backs uv show nicely. Biz good at 
how caught Just 
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VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 21, 1949 








Variety Bills 





WEEK JANUARY 23 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week. 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (21) 

Gene Krupa Ore 

Dinah Shore 

Dean Murphy 

Shea & Raymond 


STO? 
Metropolitan (22) 
Harry James Bd 
Pat O'Brien 
Virginia Austin 
Ray & Trent 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (23) 
Les Brown Orc 
Martez & De Lita 





Fred Sanborne Co 


MIAMI 
Olympia (22-25) 
Hudson Wonders 
Rollo & V Pichert 
Harry Stevens 
Al Bernie 
Billy Gilbert 
OMAHA. 
Orpheum (23) 
E Hawkins Bd 
inkspots 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (23) 
Clyde McCoy Bd 
Condos Bros 
Adrian & Charlie 
Carroll & Howe 











Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (23) 
Bob Chester Ore 
Kay, Katya & Kay 
Georgie Price 
(46) 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Joe & J McKenna 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (23) 
Martha Raye 
Frankie Masters O 
Berry Bros 
(16-19) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Calgary Bros 
Tommy Trent 
The Stapletons 
PHd ADELPHIA 
Karle (23) 
Louis Prima Orc 
Eddie Bracken 
Roy Davis 
Burns 2 & Evelyn 





(16) 
Claude Thornhill O 
Larry Adler 
Lime 3 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (23) 
Cab Calloway 
qa 
Phil Spitainy Ore 
Beatrice Howell 
WASHINGTON 
Karle (23) 
Roxyettes 
Carol King 
Larry Blake 
The Boy Friends 
(16) 


Roxyettes 

Carol King 

Larry Blake 

The Boy Friends 
UTICA 


Stanley (20-22 
Glen Gray Ore 
Little Tough Guys 
Anita Boyer 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (22 
Bell Tr 
Johnny 
Harris, Claire 
Will & G Ahern 

Dick Powell 


Woods 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (23) 
The Colstons 


Vici ‘Spices of '42’ 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (23 only) 
Tommy & Hutchie 
George Niblo Co 

Deyle & Seed 
(Two to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (23-25) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Sue Ryan 
3 Smart Gis 
HARRISBURG 
State (26-28) 
Hawaiian Nights 
(23-25) 
Shaw & Lee fev 
JAMAM 
Jamaica (23) 
30ob Howard 
Jim Wong Tr 
Wilkey & Dare 
Rosalind Gordon 
Wallace's Puppets 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (24 only) 
Tommy & Hutchie 
George Niblo Co 
Doyle & Seed 
(Two to fill) 
NEWARK 
Adams (22) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Bob Neller 
PASSAIC 
Central (22) 
E Carroll Vanities 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (23-24) 
Rodney & Goult@ 
Bo Jenkins 
6 Abdullah Gis 
(Two to fill) 
PATERSON 
Majestic (27-29) 
Clemons Bellings Co 
Milton Frome 
Bernard & Ferris 
Tanit Ikao Co # 
(One to fill) 


Gonzales 3 


4 Blenders 


WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (24-25) 
Ramon Talevera D 


Anthony & 
3 Harrison Sis 
(Two to fill) 


Orrin Tucker 


(23-26) 
All-American Fol 
PHILAIG®LPHIA 

Fay’s (22) 
Roots Burns 
Maud Hilton Co 
Britt Wood 
Falls, Reading & B 
Martin Bros 
Carman (27-29) 


Carr ‘Chuckles '42’ 
(23-26) 
Haynes & Perry 


Primrose & Gold 
Marty Bohn 
Reade 3 
PITMAN 
B'way (24 only) 


Ming & Ling 


(One to fill) 


Rogers 


WORCESTER 
Plymouth (19-21) 
Ore 





| __ Bt Morocce 


| Chiquito Ore 


iCharles Inwald 


| 


| Willie Bryant 
| Winnie Johnson 


| Baby 


Chauncey Grey Ore 
Andre Bodo 


Famous Door 


Billy Daniels 
Helen Humes 


Audrey Armstrong 

Lawrence 

Willie Dukes 

Benny Carter Ore 

Jimmy Hamilton 
51 Club 


Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Kary! 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Wilma Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 


52d St. Swing Club 


Gypsy Lopez. 
Greenwich Ville~s 
Inn 


Henry Arthur 
Vera Neva 
Carroll Chappell 
Patricia Parker 
Lorna Rhode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Harlem Rendezvous 
Edna Mae Harris 
Princess Valda 
Columbos Orc 
Bobbe Caston 
Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah Churchill 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 
Havana-Muadrid 


Charlie Murray 


Guy Lombardo Ore 


Ruthlowe 
Sair Lee 


John Hoysradt 
Columbus & Carroll 
Ernie Holst Ore 


Stuart & Lea 
Milb’ne Christopher 
Peggy Norman 
Mack Perrin 

Ford Harrison Ore 


Hal 





Julio Richards 


Gus Martel Orc 


Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Hotel Piccadilly 
(Georgian Room) 
Kerry Ens 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Rosario & Antonio 
Bert Allerton 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Pliner & Farle 


Imogene Carpenter 
Hotel Piaza 


(Persian Room) 5 Medeape man 
Pick Gasparre Ore {Chung Ye a 
Raye & Naldi 6 Can-Can Gis 

Gaston 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Kenny Gardner 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 


Hotel Savoy-Piaza 


Harold Cooke Orc 


Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 


Saunders Ore 





Gaston’s Monte Carlo 


LeCarlos & Granada 


Tommy Lazardo 


Greta Lewis 


Belle Sloane 
Lamour 2 

Jack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 


Sadie Banks 
Jeanette Garrette 


cliff Conrad 


Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 


Leon & 
Lov Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 
Bobby Sanford Co 
Eddie Davis 
Spencer & Forman 
Eddie Manson 
Scott Sextette 
Eric Thorson 
Noel Toy 

Maison Louls 
Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 

Malsoa Pierre 


Tommy Lyman 


Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 


19th Hole Club 
Rita Renaud 


Bobby Blair 


Bill Hall Ore 
Nut Club 


Old Roumanian 


Elenore Wood 
Freddie Bernard 
Lela Kenay 


Nilda Ramos 
Place Elegante 


Martin Locke 











NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY | 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 




















Bonnie Baker 
Walter 
Ambassadorettes 


Dare Wahl 





Cabaret Bills 





Arthur's Moulin 
Rouge 


Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron Co 
Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 





Harry King & A 


& S |Hector & Pals 


Cross & Dunn 
Paul Gerrits 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (23) 
Gray Casa Loma O 

Connee Boswell 
Tomack & Reis B 
Sunny Rice 
(16) 
Folie Internationale 
The Shyrettos 
Karin Zoska 
6 Diplomats 
Charles & Celeste 
Franklin D’Amore 
Lambertie 
Frank & J Hubert 
Novelle Bros 
Helene Mae 
Judith & Jacques 
The Chadwicks 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (23) 
Bowery Follies 


(16) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Geradine & Joe 
June Edwarda 
Chas Whittier 


Toni Todd 

Blair Sis 

Gertrude Erdey 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (23) 

Jimmy Dorsey Orc 

Tip, Tap & Toe 


Bellit & English B 
16) 
Calloway Ore 
DAYTON 
Colonial (23) 

5 Herzogs 

Ch Fredericks Co 

Judy Starr 

Laurel & Hardy 

DeVal, Merle & 
(16) 

Bowery Follies 


Cab 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (22) 
Hubert Castle 
Bob Dupont 
Hilda Eckler 
Nicholas Daks 
Robert Landrum 
Guy Smith 
Corps de 
Rockettes 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (22) 
Bob Hannon 
Frank Gaby 
Equillo Bros 
Ben Yost Singers 
Apollo (24) 
Earl Hines Ore 
Madaline Green 
Billy Eckstein 
Son & Sonny 
Ralph Cooper 
Rhythm Red 
Sahji 
4 Sensational Macks 
Riviera (25) 
Harris & Howell 
Primrose & Gold 
Zinn Arthur Ore 
(Two to fill) 
Windsor (23-25) 
C Marx & Ravelliers 
Kitty Carlisle 
Bailey Sis 
Clyde Hager Co 
Smith, Rogers & EB 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (23-25) 
Apus & Estrellita 
Gloria Parker 
Marie Bartell Co 
Burton & Janet 
Wilson 3 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (22) 
H’wood Sweater Gis 
Marine (25 only) 
2 Olympics 
Walter Walters 
The Cabineers 
Bud Sweeney 
(One to fill) 
(21 only) 
Tommy & Hutchie 
George Niblo Co 


Ballet 


Doyle & Seed 
(Two to fill) 
Mayfair (24 only) 
2 Olympics 
Walter Walters 
The Cabineers 
Bud Sweeney 
(One to fill) 
Ridgewood 
Nan Murray 
Brent & Marcon! 
Walter Walters 
(Two to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (22) 


(21-23) 


Dick Todd 

3 Stooges 

Lou Breese Orc 

Billingtons 
State (25-28) 


Gonzales 3 

4 Blenders 

(Two to fill) 
(21-24) 

McKay & Lavallee 

Erik Rhodes 


(One to fill) 
Royal (23) 
Count Basie Orc 
Lee & Hawley 
Baby Lawrence 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (19-21) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Sue Ryan Co 
3 Smart Gls 
BUFFALO 
Century (22) 
Cooper 
CAMDEN 
Towers (23-25) 


Kay Hamilton 
Al Gordon’s Dogs 
oo & White 
4 lgins 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (22-25) 
Jack Landry 
Brent & Marconi 
Andrew, DeWald, M 
Don Francesco Co 
(One to fill) 
FALL RIVER 
(22-24) 





Empire 


I.ee 


Clemons Bellings Co 


Rhythmites 


Pastine & Fanc Sis 


Pedrito Ore 
Peggy French 
Bette Hinman 
Dorothy Allen 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 
Bagateile 
Nordstrom Sis 
Marcella Clair 
Aurelia Coloma 
Royal Lukawella 3 
Frank Mandella O 
Beachcomber 
Frances Faye 
3 Heat Waves 
Lucille Rich 
Sunny Tufts 
Carlyle Sis 
Machito Ore 
Herb Cherry Ore 
Ben Marden’s 
Winter Room 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Marie Atkinson 
Gypsy Markoff 
Guy Howard 
Freshmen 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lynn & Marianne 
Pat Frederica 
Ginger Lane 


June Carroll 
Ermine Randolph 
Virginia Gibson 
Jean Mona 
Moya Gifford 
Lois Palmer 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Kay Parsons 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
Don Richards 
harles Rosoff 
Brevoort 
Nora Sheridan 
Charles & Ray 
Ruth Landi 
Butler's New 
Mutray 
Lewis 


Steve 
Happy 

Cafe Madison 
Allan Cole 
Marlynn 
Les Parker 


Rev 


Or« 


Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ens 


Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 

Teddy Wilson Ore 
Joe Sullivan 
Ammons 
Kenneth Spencer 
Cennie Berry 
Frances Smith 

Cafe Vienna 


Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 


Casa Marta 


Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 

Juan Dimitri Ore 


Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 





Dmitri Matvienko 


NEW YORK CITY 


Olga Vadina 
Nicholas Matthey 9 
Cerutti's 


Mae Barnes 

Haywood & Allan 

4 Chanticleers 

Dan Parrish 

Chateau Moderne 

Ira Spector Ore 
Clichy 

Ann Gale 

Walter Lynch 
Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Roberta Welch 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vinee Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Kay Blaire 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian FitzgeraM 
Betty Jordan 
Susan Lang 
Club Gaucho 


Jose & Lolita Vega 
Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosal 
Parunox 
Nedra Madera 
Lupita Orla 
Maria del Carmen 
Camancho & F 
Don Carlos Ore 
Club Maxim 
Jackie Phillips 
Moussy Garner 
Harriet Cross 
S & S Dahl 
Johnny & George 
Kleanor McCann 
Milt Mann Ore 
Club Midnight 
Ramona 
Vi Bradley 
Club 181 
Connie 
Billy & Ann 
Jack Goldie 


Harris 





Room 


Michael Co 


Cafe Montparnasse 


& Johnson 


Muriel Asche Co 

| Club Samoa 

| Ching 

|} Elmer Snowden Orc 

os Chamacos Orc 
Copacabana 

Joe E Lewis 

Loper & Barrat 

Fernando Alvarez 

Mstelita 

Samba Sirens 

N Brandwynne 

Frank Marti Ore 
Cora & 

Winnie Duncan 

Nora Williams 

Terrace 


Ore 


Irene’s 


30ys 

Coq Rouge 
Sylvia Marlowe 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Orc 
Oneska 3 

Cue Club 
Key Men 
Dorothy Ross 
Bobbie Engels 
Nirma Cordova 
Louise Carlysle 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Ore 

Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 





Victoria Barcele 


Kiki 
Felipe de Flores 


Hector del Villar 
Eleanor Grecco 
Movita 

Maya Ore 


Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 


Norma Shepard 
Hoot Howley 
Larry Bennett 3 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Bill Turner Ore 
Hotel Ambrsander 
(Trianon Koom) 
Jules Lande Orc 
Claire & Arena 
Eric Victor 
Richard Lane 
Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belment 
Plazn 
(Glass Hat) 
Covert & Reed 
Barbara Perry 
Margaret Scott 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Orc 
Joe Pafumy Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Room) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
4 Little De-Icers 
Patricia Gilmore 
Madriguera Orc 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 


Harriet Haddon 
Lucille LaMarr 


Norah Gale 
Berniece Stewart 
Bob Duffy 
Bob Tobin 
(La Malsonette) 
Paul Sparr Orc 
tosalie Grant 
Madame C Alphand 
Maximilian 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waltorf- 
Astoria 


Hartmans 
Laura Deane Dutton 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Mischa Berr Orc 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Reom) 
E & E Roberts 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams 
Hurricane 
Sylvia Froos 
Jimmy Shields 
Ray Parker 
Harry Rose 
Cabot & Dresden 
Honey Chiles 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Lolita Cardoba Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
6 Greys 
Joan Brandon 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Irv Carroll 
Adrian Roilini 3 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Marlowes 
Montmarte Boys 
Joe & George 
Raymond & Joan 


Ore 





Peter Rotunda Ore 


Helen Holmes 














MARY 





BOB CARNEY | 
JOEY COWAN 


JOYCE 

















Lehua Paulson 
Hotel MecAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Benny Goodman O 

Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 
B & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Ciare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 


(Rhumba Room) 





Antonio de Cordova 


Juan Donrigues Or« 


2d Season, Midwest Circuit | 
' 
| 
Placed by: EDDIE SMITH | 
Paramount Bidg., New York 
B & R Ambrose Margaret Grey 
Charle Carrer Faith Arlen 
Marylin Duke Rene 
Hotel Edison nee aye. 
Blue Barron Ore nye Del Ray 
2 Gwili Ardmore 
Hotel Essex House | Isabel Brown 
Ray Merton Orc | Rose Withum 
Muriei Bird Peggy La Plant 
Hotel 5th Ave Joe Capello Orc 
(Salen Madrid) Kern’s 
Reve > erin Jean Claire 
everly erkley . a 
| Barri "& xine Cornel Tanassy Orc 
Madeline Gray Kelly's Stable 
Burton Gross Orc Kea Loke 
Hotel Lexington getty Behr 
tay Kinney Ore a eee 
Meymo Holt n entum 
Napua Glenda Hope 
Leilani laea 1 Pgh Rad Aus 
Nani To >3 es 
Todd Billy Daniels 


King Cole 3 
La Conga 

Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
Il.ee Dixon 
Harris Co 
Sonia Cortes 
Gloria Belmonte 

La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinique 
Barrys 
Carlos Ramirez 
Eleanor Teeman 
Cy Walter Orc 
Herbert Curbello O 

Le Petit Palais 
Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Sascha Tashoftf 





Julian Fuhs 


' Blanch 


| Helene 


Ernest Franz Ore 
Rainbow Grill 
Kuss Smith Ore 





Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 


Rainbow Room 


Charles Weidman 
Elsie Houston 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Carmen Cavailaro O 
Clemente Orc 


Ruban Bleu 


Paula Laurence 
Peters Sis 
Mabel Mercer 


Carrie Finnel 
Herman Chittison 


R Dyer-Bennet 
Russian Kretchma 


Norma Lucero 


Lyda Swan 


Arcadi Stoyanovsky 


Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 


Mischa Vzanofft 
Cornelia Cedolban O 


Stork Club 


Grace Reilly 
Bob Grant Orc 


Frank Curbello Ore 


Ubangi Club 


Stuff Smith 
Savannah 
Smiles & Smiles 
Hardin Bros Co 
Babe Wallace 

Rosetta Le 
Hfelena Smith 

Pauline Bryant 
Jackie Mabley 


Churchill 


Noire 


Wivel 


Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 


Versailles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Billy de Wolfe 


Jane Kean 
Harold Barnes 


Kirk Alyn 

Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Bara 

Del O'Dell 

Claytons 

Walter Whitehouse 

Eppie Bruce 

Graham Sis 

Grant Fam 

Tex Fletcher 


Pappy Below a 
Village Vavegrard 

Leadbelly Nero 

Josh White 

Debby Rest 


Ann Robinson 


MIAMI 


Ctub Bali 

RBoav 

Frederico & Rankin 

Gene Sheldon 

Loretta Fischer 

Mack Pepper 

Balliettes 

Tony Numez Ore 
Clover Club 


Adelaide Moffett 
Anita Alvarez 
Samao Sirens 
Hernandez Orc 
Frolie Club 
Diosa Costello 
Billy Vine 
Carol Vance 
Duke McHale 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Lyle Carlyle Orc 
Kitty Davis 
Jack Shea 
Alan Carney 
Lenny Kent 
Nirma Cardova 
Poll Mar Dane 
Johnny Silver Ore 
Versailles Hotel 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Charles Murry Ore 
Royal Palm Club 
Gertrude Nisen 
Six Willys 
Helene Gardner 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Manchito Ore 
Jack Cole Dance 
Beachcomber 
Dr Giovanni 
Luba Malina 
Carla & Fernando 
Dell Casino Orc 
Canay Ore 
Five O’Clock Club 
Ruth Clayton 
Ray English 
De Castros 
The Warners 





Winnie's 
Paul Mall 
Beth Challis 
Doris Elliot 
Peggy Price 
Jose Tomas Ore 
Casanova Club 
Emil Boreo 
Henny Youngman 
Talia 
Tana 
Barbara Belmore 
Jackie Beekman 
Juanita Rios 
Muriel Page 
Carrie Fennell 
Ralph Rotger Ore 
Mother Kelly 
Raymon, Martini, L 
Guesses 
Pat Clayton 
Myles Bell 
Marion Joyce 
Murie! Dane 
Jack Eby Orc 
Paddock Club 
Frank Murtha 
Ries Martines 
Grisha & Brona 
Andre & Delphine 
Rumpus Room 
Arthur Blake 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Mayla 
Rex Owens 
Red Thornton 
Ringo & Harris 
Latin Quarter 
Hudson Sis 
Jade Ling 
Diamond Bros 
Martell & Mignon 
Monica Moore 
Hermanos 3 
Faith Bacon 
Senor Wences 
Mildred Law 
The Reynolds 
Les Midinettes 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Cortez Orc 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador 
3ert Estlow 
Chelsea 
Billy Van : 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Club Nomad 

Francis 

Al Cummings 

Hi Montgomery 
Tiny Kaye 

Anna Pastora | 
Manny Davis Ore 


Hotel 


Hetel | 
Ore 


Hotel 





Cosmopolitan 
Al Miller 
Paddock Int’! 


Bob Bell 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Benson Ore 
Barone 
Walton 


Ray 


2&2 

Mary Beth 

Dick Bauer Ore 

Jane Jordan 

Ray Conlon 

Skeets Minton 3 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Koom) 

Art Kassel Ore 

Marion Holmes 

Martin Barnett 

Lydia & Joresco 

Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Room) 

Dave Pritchard Ore 

Dick Ware 

Bob Marshall 

Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 

John Scat Davis O 

Gloria Van 

Tony Cabot 

Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 

Ken Thompson Ore 

Mary Jane Howard 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 





Sula Lester 


Tony 





& George 


Paddockeers Orc 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 
Pedro Albani Orc 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 

Eddy Morgan Orc 
Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Conchita & Antonio 
Walter Walters 
Marley 
Nan DeMar 


Pete Miller Ore 


CHICAGO 


Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
Kiddie Roth Ore 
Broadmont 
Ralph Fielder 
3onnie & Ryan 
Jeannine 
Rhymettes 
Pat Lewis 
Evelyn Raye 
Art Testa Ore 
Brown Derby 
Thelma White 
Three Ryans 
Sherry Darlane 
Hoffman Sis 
Beth Farrell 
Milton & Ann 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
Maurice Rocco* 
Joe de Salvo 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 
Morton Downey 
Sibyl Bowan 
Willie Shore 
Paul & Eva Reyes 
Callahan Sis 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gls 
Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Farle 
Paulette LaPierre 


Alan Rogers 

Harriet Norris 

Charlotte van Dae 

Del Estes 

Marion Moore 

Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 

Eddie Roth Ore 

Colony Club 

Gomez & Minor 

Paul Regan 

April Ames 

Nina Orla 

Tito Coral 

Debutantes 

Jose Morando Ore 

Colosimos 

Dave Malcolm 

Chick Schloss 

Tiny Gorman 

Larry Ross 

Pete Sperner 

Jayne Alberts 

Chrystine Tremayne 

Don Lang Orc 

Prognaph Gis 

Henry Lishon Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


Vincent Bragale O 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 

Joy Hodges 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


(Beach Watk) 
Harold Stokes Orc 
Kings Jesters 
Marjorie Whitney 
Peggy & Moro 
Berry Sis 
Hal Behan 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gis 

885 Club 
Duanos 
Dan Rogers 
Randall Sis 
Mary Ruth Milam 
Julio Garcia Orc 
Johnny Honnert 


Eitel’s 


Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 
Hans Muenzer Ens 


5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
June Carson 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 

Garrick Stagebar 
Lew Story Ore 
Sinclair Mills 
‘Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Betty Grey 

Grand Terrace 
F Henderson Ore 
Harlem Ttev 

Hi Hat 

Billy Carr 
Lee Bartel 


Conchita 





—.., 
Mile Michelle 


Maxine Turner 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schu 
Al Trace Ore — 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Ha Waiiang 
Helen Sumner 
L’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos 
Gwendolyn veean 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 


La Salle H 
(Pan-Am. Beoun 


Ambassadors Ore 
New Yorker 
Ruth Petty 
—— Green 
ed & Mary Ta 
‘Tony Marks 8 
Polly Day 
Claire Mangen 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 
(Piceadilly Circle) 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Cardini 
Di Gatanos 
Lina Romay 
Maiguelito 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 


(Panther Room) 
Bobby Nyrne Ore 
Carl Marx 

Rhumba Casine 
Pan-Am Danc 
Walter O'Keefe 
Steve Evans 
Pierce & Roland 
Don Orlando Ore 
Jack Rodreguez O 
Don Pedro Ore 

606 Club 
Guy Cherney 
Ann Howard 
Trudy Fanchon 
latsy Ann 
Fanchon & Fanchon 
Marion Miller 
Maxine DeShon 
Alyce Cerf 
Elaine 
Sonia Czar 
Millie Wayne 
£06 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 

(Continental Room) 
Avis Kent 


Jimmy Ray Del Courtney Ore 
Band Box R ‘Cookie’ Cook 
ais Jack Gardiner 

Pete S le 

Billy Snyder Lorraine Elliott 
George Tibbles Ore Red Stanley Ore 
Al Stone Rob Evans 

Stelita Grace Hayes Lodge 
Billy Lankin 


Bar of Musie 
Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Nita {[Jaire 
Dick Winslow Ore 

Biltmore Bowl 


Ames & Arno 
Kuth Craven 
Larry Stewart 
Petch & Deauville 
Paul Winchell 
Grey & Diane 
Phil Harris Ore 
Casa Manana 
Frankie Carle 
Fred Lowery 
Larry Cotten 
Mimi Cobanni 
Cocoanut Grove 
Ray Noble Ore 
Farl Carroll 


The Debonairs 

W West & McGinty 
Dick & Dotty Remy 
Gali Gali 

Ginger Harmon 
Beryl Wallace 

St Clair & Day 
Marc Ballero 

Bill Brady 

Michel Ortiz Bd 
Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


NTG 

Dolly Michell 
Buddy Weed 
Mike Pingatore 


Chiquita 

Corinne & T Valdez 
Paul Whiteman Orc 
Frank Howard 
Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 


Les Burnett 





George Lloyd 

B Reilly 

Inecito 

Tex Jim Lewis 

Lone Star Cowboys 

Hollywood Tropics 

Maxine Lewis 

Ernesto & Italia 

Dick Thomas 

Paul Neighbors Ore 

House of Murphy 

Bob Murphy 

Jean Meunier 

Beth Reynolds 

Frankie Gallagher 

Gordon Bishop 

Macambo Cafe 

Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 

Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Pirates Dea 


Johnny Holmes 
Tom Harty 
John Arden 
Nick Cochran Or 
Seven Seas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie Openul 
Eddie Bush Ore 


Slapsy Maxies 


Ben Blue 
Billy Gray 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Jerry Bergen 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Swannee Ina 
Fred Skinner 
Joe Turnet 
Trianon 
Bob Crosby Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Ball 
Los Caballeros 
Robert B McDonald 
Jose Gonzales 
Penny Davis 
Delta Rhythm 
Nitza & Ravell 
Andrews Sis 
Baliloolies 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Yal Irving 
Ben Franklin 
Penny Davis 
Barbara & Barry 
Phyllis Myles 
Claire Willis 
Flamingo 3 
Gitanos 
Henry King’s Orc 
Benny the Bum’s 
Gwen Lord 
Vivian Leighlet 
Dolly Shaw 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Wilbur Rance 
Dawn Lovely 
Joan Williams 
Jimmy Lewis 
Carney, Bernard, S$ 
Pat Bernard 
‘Watson Sis 
Chas Robinson 
Grace O'Hara 
Grace Gordon 
Carrolloviies (12) 
College Inn 
Elaine Ellis 
Jean Ware 
Jane Lynd 





Boys 





Julia Cummings 
Rae Sis 
Billy Williams 
Scarey Gavin 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Embassy 
Fernandez Ore 
Tanya Tamara 
Frances Deva 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
Constanzo & Mards 
Laverne Upton 
Eduardo 
Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 
Mildred Perlee 
(H Walton Roof) 
Barbara Blane 
Pearl Robbings 
Barbara Perry 
Roy Benson 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Chavez Orc 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 
Jack Lane 
Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskelle? 
Betty LaRue 
Audrey Joyce 
Lillian Chaplin 
Deisie Dee 
Dotty Villard 
Agnes Barry 
Sandy McPherso’ 
Shang Lee 
Agnes Barry 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Drive Starts Within Equity to Force 


Anti-ism Amendment to Referendum 


- 
of 








Expected move to place the anti- 
ism amendment to Equity’s constitu- 
tion before the whole membership 
by referendum has started. A peti- 
tion is being circulated, proponents 
being confident that the required 100 
signatures will be obtained and the 
petition filed with the council. It 
will be mandatory on the council 
thereafter to effect the referendum. 


Last week the council side-stepped 
the issue. It felt it had gone as far 
as necessary and decided that, as 
the majority favoring the amend- 
ment came from the floor at the re- 
cent quarterly meeting, further pro- 
cedure should emanate from the 
same. source. Amendment was not 
adopted because the 122 to 101 vote 
was not a two-thirds majority. A 
simple majority by referendum will 
decide either way. 

As soon as the council attitude be- 
came known, the petition was 
started. Leading the move are the 
10 former councillors who resigned 
last June when three independent 
candidates were elected to that body. 
When they withdrew the councillors 
said they would be better able to 
benefit the association as plain 
Equityites and the petition is the 
first indication of their activity. 

Amendment is aimed against be- 
lievers in Communism, Nazism and 
Fascism or their sympathizers, and 
would bar all such from holding of- 
fice or being employed by Equity. 
There is a persistent minority op- 
posed to the idea, but a referendum 
previously indicated the general 
membership favors taking such a 
stand. 

It was a burning issue for almost 
18 months and it appears that most 
actors want the matter settled once 
and for all. 


‘EILEEN,’ IN S.F., HAS 
BLACKOUT PRECAUTIONS 


San Francisco, Jan. 20. 








Touring company of ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ which last night (Monday) 


opened a three-week engagement at 
the Geary theatre, is taking elaborate 
precautions in case of blackouts. 
Small printed notices are included 
with all tickets, announcing that 
in case of a blackout before 8:20 
p.m. the curtain will be held a half- 
hour after the all-clear signal is 
sounded. Money will be refunded if 
purchasers are unable to attend the 
performance, but tickets must be re- 
turned within 48 hours. Management 
intends continuing the policy at all 
Coast stands. 

Electric sign on the Geary thea- 
tre is more than two stories above 
the street, so it has had to be dark- 
ened in accordance ewith Army 
regulations. However, a Sign has 
been rigged up in luminous paint, 
which can be read from the street. 
Robert Milford is company manager 
of the troupe and Sam Merin ad- 
vance man. 

Producer Max Gordon and co- 
authors Joseph Fields and Jerome 
Chodorovy came here from Holly- 
wood last night for the local open- 
ing of ‘Eileen. With author Henri 
Bernstein, producer Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic. assistant Gertrude Macy 
and scene designer Donald Oenslager 
here for the Katharine Cornell 
preem in ‘Rose Burke,’ at the Cur- 
ran, the town has the best theatrical 
turnout in recent history. 


SINCLAIR HAZY 


British Actor Unable to Account for 
His ‘Rivals’ Vamoose in Cincy 





Horace Sinclair, who was in ‘The 
Rivals’ but disappeared when the 
show played Cincinnati, has returned 
to New York, but is not in the re- 
Vival, which opened at the Shubert 
last week, English actor visited a 
number of Cincinnati cafes, after 
Which his recollection is not clear, 
but he found himself held in a police 
Station. Actor’s chief complaint is 
ver the loss of his monocle there. 
ironies Guild, which produced tne 

W, forwarded Sinclair money and 
return transportation, making no 
a Dlaint Over the mishap. Mean- 
e Roland Hogue was sent from 
Dilla take over his part, that of a 

© servant. Sinclair 


Pany and management. 


White Vice Soldier Bernie 


In ‘Hattie’ Road Company 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 


he joined the show, Dick Bernie left 
‘Panama Hattie’ here last week and 
was replaced by Sammy White, of 
old vaude and musical comedy team 
of Eva Puck and White. Bernie had 
taken over role vacated by Frankie 
Hyers when show went on tour. 

Also in Pittsburgh, Jane Sterling, 
actress wife of Jack Merivale, Philip 
Merivale’s son, went into cast, re- 
placing Virginia Field, who played 
Baltimore but agreed to stay with 
musical only until a replacement 
was found for her. 


Holland-Shubert 
Peace ‘On, Off 








ition wrote an/| 
Pology for his absence to the com- | 


Again Affair 


Boston, Jan. 20. 


George Holland’s status with the 
Shuberts has lately undergone a 
softening change, and the Boston 
American columnist has caught 
some of the recent shows here, after 
being barred for six years. The 
status is an ‘on, off again thing,’ fol- 
lowing no definite pattern as yet, 
and while Holland is still no bed- 
fellow of Lee or J. J., he’s passing 
through their front doors, on oc- 
casion, without getting the leg from 
a doorman. 





|eame when Olsen and Johnson in- 
sisted Holland catch their ‘Sons O’ 
Fun’ during its tryout here. Column- 
ist was allowed into the plush seats, 
just like white folks. Then John 
Shubert, who has always remained 
friendly with Holland, invited him 
to catch his production of ‘Johnny 
On a Spot.’ Incidentally, Holland 
is very chummy with Charles Mac- 
Arthur, who rewrote that comedy. 
Bill Doll, publfcizing here recently 
for the preem of ‘Portrait of a Lady,’ 
also succeeded in easing the writer 
through the portal, sans disguise. 
Holland also made the grade on ‘My 
| Sister Eileen’ recently, on hard 
tickets, but gratis. 

| Cessation of amenities 
|‘Porgy and Bess,’ which finished a 
jthree-week tryout last Saturday 
|} (17). Although chummy with man- 
|agement of that show, Holland was 
told that a pass-through was not in 
|order, nor were they selling him 
| tickets. Right now, Holland is 
| humming ‘I Got Plenty of Nuthin,’ 
land wondering whether that Santa 
| Claus is just a seasonal fad. 

| Since his review of ‘America 
Sings,’ a Shubert musical, offended 
the producers, Holland has been 








Called up by army fortnight after | 


FIVE MUSICALS 


Breakdown in one-sided hostilities | 


} ’ 
| year’s performance. 


| (25) will see at least five musicals, 


EDDIE COOKE; COLORFUL | 





came on | 


Actors Fund Benefit 
Skedded for Feb. 22 


Annual Actors Fund benefit per- 
formance has been set for Feb. 22 
at the Imperial, N. Y. Event was 
originally scheduled at an earlier 
date and tickets sent subscribers 
were exchanged. Reason for post- 
ponement was to provide more time | 
to line up talent. 


Vinton Freedley will 





direct this 








PLAYING SUN. 


Last season there was a paucity of 
musical shows which played Sun- 
days, but now that type of attraction 
is preponderant. Coming Sunday 





while two straight plays are listed 
for such performances. Musical 
group includes three which have a 
$4.40 top, whereas last season there 
were none at that price tried on 
Sundays. e 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden, and 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood, proved 
that there is a $4.40 audience on 
Sundays. Latest at that rate to join 
is ‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst, which, 
however, has dropped the Saturday 
and Sunday afternoon scale to $2.20. 
Last Sunday a fourth four-fortier 
was on the boards, ‘Best Foot For- 
ward,’ playing for the Actors Fund. 
‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center, has been 
a regular on Sundays right along, 
having a top of $1.65, lowest price 
among the musicals. Gilbert and 
Sullivan revivals, which open this 
week at the St. James in combina- 
tion with the Jooss Ballet, completes 
the musical quintet. Actually there 
will be six musicals next Sunday, 
‘Let’s Face It’ going on for the Actors 
Fund. 

Duo of dramas playing the sabbath 
are ‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.’, Forrest, and 
‘In Time to Come,’ Mansfield. Con- 
ceded that Sunday patronage is the 
principal factor in keeping both on 
Broadway. While the total of Sun- 
day shows is seven, one or more on 
this week’s opening card may also 
be offered on that day. 








MGR., DIES INN. Y. AT 75, 


Edward G. (‘Eddie’) Cooke, around 
75, who died last Friday (16) in New 
York, was one of the most popular 
and best informed showmen on 
Broadway and the road. Recently 
he was acting general manager for 
John Golden, and during the fall he} 


managed ‘Theatre’ in Chicago for | 
that producer. While the play was 
there he entered the Mayo Clinic, 


Rochester, Minn., to be treated for 


| an intestinal condition. 


Cooke was the last of a coterie of | 


colorful company managers and 
advance agents who headquartered 
at the old Broadway theatre, 4lst 


| and Broadway, which 


|commenting on and plugging local | 


} 
| been unable to perform as a critic. 
| That was six years ago. Not gen- 
|erally known, but Holland, at the 
time of that review, was negotiating 


shows in his daily column, but has | 


for a production of his play, ‘Pie | 
In the Sky,’ later made into a film 
| by RKO, under another title. Hol- 


| land points out that his unflatter- 
| ing remarks about ‘Sings’ could 
| hardly be called an attempt to net- 
|}stances. ‘Whadda Ya Hear From 
the Mob,’ another play by Holland, 





| for production within the past year, 
but the plans fell through. 

Two of Holland’s former assistants, 
Peggy Doyle and Joyce Dana, have 
become ffirst-string critics on the 
Hearst papers here during the six- 
year Shubert ban. Miss Doyle 
writes the Boston American reviews, 


day Advertiser. 





Joey Keith Improving 


office, who was under treatment at 
the Jersey City Medical Center, 
has been moved to the Hospital for 
Joint Diseases, N. Y. 
blood transfusions have been ad- 
vised to strengthen his resistance. 

He was reported in favorable con- 
dition early this week. 





i tle the Shuberts, under the circum- | 


| was being considered by Mike Todd | : 
| ring champions. 
| been 
| Brothers, 


and Miss Dana covers for the Sun- | 


Joey Keith, of the Leblang ticket | Lawrence is ‘Skylark.’ 


A series of | Though actually of the theatre, there 


} 


| Seattle. 


was operated 
by Jacob Litt and Sandy Dingwall. 


Others in the group were Juke | 
Phelps, Joseph Buckley (who was 
manager of the late Otis Skinner), | 


and Joseph Brooks, who turned pro- 
ducer and declared Cooke in on sev- 
eral standouts. They often gathered 


at the former Metropole tap room | 
at 42nd and Broadway. 

Cooke made his reputation ahead 
of ‘Ben Hur’ and remained with the 
Klaw & Erlanger office for about 
20 years. He became general man- 
ager for W. A. Brady during the | 
time that showman was producing | 
spectacular dramas, such ;% ‘The 
Whip,’ and also when Brady han- | 
dled James J. Corbett and other | 


He previously had 
connected with the Kiralfy 
who produced such at- 
tractions as ‘Around the World in 80 
Days’ and ‘Excelsior, which had 
mammoth scenic settings. 
Afterward Cooke became general 
manager for the late Winchell 
Smith and Golden when they pro- | 
duced ‘Turn to the Right’ and ‘Light- 
nin’’ After Smith died Cooke went 
west and managed the Metropolitan, | 
His last Coast visit was as | 
manager for Gertrude 
Cooke was 
one of the best road bookers in the 
profession, because of information 
piled up over many turing seasons. | 


company 





was an interlude when he was with | 
the crack road men who handled | 
‘The Birth of a Nation’ film. 

‘Cookie,’ as he 


i 


was known to in-' 





Equity Leaders Give Compensation 


To Lytell; Can Draw $8,000 Yearly 


Sues 0.&J., Shuberts 
For % of ‘Sons o’ Fun’ 


Eddie Forman, writer, filed suit 
Thursday (15) in the N. Y. supreme 
court against Ole Olsen, Chie John- 
son and Lee and J. J. Shubert, 
claiming breach of contract. For- 
man says he was hired Jan. 15, 1941, 
to collaborate with Olsen and John- 
son in writing ‘Sons o’ Fun’ and was 
to receive 1% of the gross. 

He admits payment of $1,750, but 
says that is all he has received and 
he is entitled to more. 


David S. Stern filed suit Monday 
(19) in the N. Y. supreme court 
against Select Theatre Corp. seeking 
an injunction against the skit in ‘Sons 
o’ Fun’ entitled ‘The Goofy Auction- 
eer,’ featuring Lionel Kaye as the 
auctioneer. Plaintiff claims to have 
copyrighted the skit in 1935 and to 
have used it since then. 

Kaye worked in Cleveland as one 
of the auctioneers, plaintiff claimis, 
and is now receiving $200 weekly in 
the show. 


Mors. in Accord 
With Truckmen 


On $5 Increase 





New York theatrical truckmen 
have advanced their rates for haul- 
ing productions and baggage, with- 
out 
managers. Transfer people first an- 
nounced the rates per load would be 


boosted $5 during the day and $10| were 
for night hauling. After a confab, 


however, they agreed to a $5 in- 


crease without time specification. 


Rates now are $35 per load during 
Truck 
operators explained that operating 


daytime and $45 at night. 


costs had steadily advanced during 
the past five years, which managers 
conceded. 

Managers and_ stagehands’ are 
about to enter a new agreement, 
present pact expiring Feb. 1. No 
change in scales is anticipated but 
revisions of present rules have been 


outlined. Formerly the contract be- 
tween managers and_stagehands 


ended Sept. 1, which tended to jam 
both sides at the start of the season. 
For that reason it was agreed that 
whatever changes are necessary 
should be ironed out at mid-season. 


SAN CARLO’S DELAYED 
START IN D.C. FEB. 





San Carlo Opera will open a de- 
layed season at the National, Wash- 


ington, Feb. 2, it being the latest 
Start in years. There was some 
doubt about the outfit on tour be- 


cause of possible blackouts on the 
Coast, but when other shows pro- 
ceeded with plans for far west book- 
ings, Fortune Gallo decided to send 
his hardy perennial to the road 
again. 

Company will play a week of one- 
nighters in the south after the D. C. 
dates including a number of 
stands during the tour. It 


aeput. 


college 


will probably wind up the season at | 


Center, N. Y., 


Wiman Plucks H’ wood 


the as last year. 


Talent for N.Y. ‘Warrior’ 





Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Dwight Deere Wiman signed Ray 
Bolger, Ann Miller and Teddy Hart 
for his forthcoming Broadway show. 
‘The Warrior’s Husband.’ 

Producer is spending another week 
here hunting more talent for his 
musical. 





timates, was born on the west side 
of New York. His family moved 
to Milwaukee when he was a boy 
and his first theatre job was in the 
boxoffice of the Academy of Music 
there. 

A widow survives 


any particular objection from 


| Ways and means for compensa- 
| tion to Bert Lytell for his work on 


;the civilian committee advising 
_UCSO-Camp Shows were arranged by 
| Equity leaders yesterday. Stated 


that duties with the camp entertain- 
|ment committee make it a full time 
j Job and he would be unable to ac- 
;cept stage or radio~ engagements 
| therefore. 

| New post of public relations di- 
| rector was created for him, and un- 
| derstood he can draw up to $8,000 
| annually as expense money. Lytell 
considers it a patriotic duty, the big- 
gest job he ever had, paramount to 
any professional engagement, but, 
together with time and expense in- 
curred, the matter of financial re- 
imbursement was generally conceded 
due Equity’s head. 

General idea within Equity has 
favored a non-salaried leader, ever 
since Frank Gillmore resigned to 
take over direction of the reorgan- 
ized Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America. Gillmore as Equity 
|prexy drew $15,000 annually, that 
being reduced later to $12,500, 
Burgess Meredith assumed leader- 
ship for a limited time and Arthur 
Byron was then elected president 
without pay. He accepted with the 
latter stipulation, but was soon in- 
capacitated, so that during that 
time and until elected to the presi- 
dency, Lytell was virtually the 
Equity head, being first vice-presi- 
dent. 

Financially Lusty 

Equity is financially solid and 
can well afford the compensation 
granted. lLytell at first declined 
to accept the Equity berth, but was 
prevailed upon to do so by other 
prominent Equityites. At the time 
there was considerable internal dis- 
sension which has since moderated. 
When elected Lytell indicated he 
might not serve out the full three- 
|year term, yet since the time men 
sent to training camps, and 
especially since war came to this 
country, his position has called for 
increased activity. 

Four A’s has named a special com- 
mittee which is to okay all volun- 
teer gr free entertainment for camps. 
Opera and concert stars and a long 
list of name bands have signified 
| the desire to play for the men gratis, 
|; Committee will not hamper such ap- 
| pearances, but the Four A’s feels 
| that credit should be given the or- 
ganizations to which the artists be- 
| long. When volunteer talent goes 
ito the camps billing is to be ‘by 
|courtesy of’ the particular Four A’s 


| affiliate they are associated with. 
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ALDRICH COMMISSIONED 
FOR NAVAL SERVICE 


| Richard Aldrich has been ap- 
| pointed lieutenant commander in the 
Navy and will be assigned to the in- 
| telligence department. He is the first 
| Broadway manager known to have 
entered the service. 
Firm of Aldrich 
maintain its offices, Richard Myers 
handling production. Duo’s forth. 
| coming play is ‘Plan M.’ 
Aldrich is the husband of Gertrude 
of the active 
professionals in war relief work, 





and Myers will 


Lawrence, one most 





Mayor Selznick Now 
| Equity-Enfranchised 


Myron Selznick, already licensed 
| by the Screen Actors Guild and the 
} 

American Federation of Radio 


| 

| Artists as an agent in their respect- 
, ive fields, was franchised by Equity 
| yesterday (Tuesday) for legit actor 


| representation. Action was a re- 
| versal of the association’s previous 
‘refusal to grant the percenter a 
| license, 

| Franchise covers the straight em- 
| ployment and personal representa- 
‘tion classifications, the only ones 
Equity now issues, 


| 


‘Rowland Brown in Legit 


| Rowland Brown, film producer- 
| director, has established an office in 
| New York for the purpose of pro- 
ducing a play. 

He is writing the piece himself, 
but thus far does not have a title 


for 
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Plays Out of Town 





ROSE BURKE 


San Francisco, Jan. 19. 


Drama in three acts, six scenes, by Henry 
Rernstein. Stars Katharine Cornell, Staged 
by Guthrie MeClintic; setting by Donald 
Oenslager: ¢ tumes by Mainbocher A 
Curran, San Francisco, Jan. 19, '42; $3.30 
top 
Rose Burke... Katnarine Cornell 


Barbara, Dutchess of Rockwell. Doris Dudley 
Joun... ..Arthur Chatterton 
Marcel Duiry : Jean-Pierre Aumont 
Judy Sheldon-Shepherd...Catharine Doucet 


Jane , TTTTTIC TT Le .Muarie Paxton 
James Forman.......++.. .Philip Merivale 
Maximilian Elgart........ Clarence Derwent 





Katharine Cornell rates a medal 
from the Frisco Chamber of Com- 
merce for debuting her new vehicle, 
‘Rose Burke,’ at the Curran here to- 
night (19). Opening climaxed re- 
hearsals she refused to shift or cancel 
despite blackouts or threats of Jap 
bombings. The play is wordy and 
slow-paced, but has sophisticated ap- 
peal, with dialog spirited at times. 
Miss Cornell, on most of the time, 


troupes magnificently, but role gives | 


her only intermittent peaks. 

The love-drama by Henry Bern- 
stein is his first in English and dis- 
appointing in present shape. It vre- 
sents Miss Cornell as a New York 
sculptress, entire action taking place 
in her Gotham apartment. Curtain 
rises with Miss Cornell laboring over 
a statue of Britannica, for which 
Doris Dudley, predatory American- 
born Englishwoman, is modeling. 
Plot has latter ensnaring Philip 
Merivale, globe-trotting economist 
with whom Miss Cornell is in love. 
Jean-Pierre Aumont is cast as a Free 
Frenchman who carries on a one-way 
romance with the sculptress. 

Long, talky first act establishes 
characters and plot. Miss Cornell is 
particularly good in the second scene, 
where she tells Merivale she loves 
him. Aumont is splendidly sincere, 
though the French star’s accent is 
thick. Well-written dialog has flashes 
of deft comedy. 

Three-scene second act climaxes 
when Miss Cornell dismisses Meri- 
vale in jealous anguish. 

All in the cast get good acting 
breaks. Clarence Derwent is out- 
standing in a bit as an art dealer. 
Doucet and Miss Dudley are also fine. 


Aumont’s role apparently serves to | 


voice Bernstein’s «Xi-collab oration- 
with-Germany feelings, while the 
Catharine Doucet part is supposed to 
stem from Elsa Maxwell. Merivale 
is stymied by an awkward, wooden 
role. 

Play will remain here two weeks, 


It's due to open in N. Y. Feb. 23. 
Wern. 


FLOWERS OF VIRTUE 


Washington, Jan. 19. 


written and stage 


fies goes to Portland and Seattle. 
| 
| 
} 


Comedy in three acts; 
* 


by Mai Connelly 


lager; presented by Cheryl Crawford at the 
National, Washington, week Jan, 19, ‘42; 
$2.75 top 

Boseawiel. .....cesccccecsesces+ lon Bele sco 
Tomasina......+--000 ..Maria Morales 
Sheldon Williams. ..cee.e.eee 5 > less Barker 


Rafael Garcia.. 

Carlotta Garcia.. 
Paco Perez... ae Peter Beauvais 
Gen. Porfirio Orijas...... Viadimir Sokoloff 





Maude Bemis........e+-> .Kathryn Givney 
Tona cecccccccovcee Carmelita Fortson 
Serafina.....-cccccccecess.. Maria Ferreira 
Nancy Bemis......-+cceess Virginia Lederer 
| Grover Bemis.......+eeeeee+. Frank Craven 
BEOFIG ... oc vewrcocesdeccesecsooorss Zdith Lyon 
Ere Marian Leeds 
| Second Friend......++++- Harriette Henning 
| Trinidad Perez...........8. Thomas Gomez 
Colonel GomeZ....e-eeeeees Samson Gordon 
Firat Orifista.....ccccscess William Roerick 
Secon Orisiete.icccccecvccccccved Jose Willie 
| Third “Orijiata...ccccccecsess Kumar Goshal 
Pourth Orijist@..cccceseceescs Tony Mannind 


Annunciada..... ws++++Elena Moore 





Mare Connelly’s first solo drama 
effort since ‘Green Pastures’ is a far 
cry from that one and not ‘ikely to 
enhance his reputation as a dramatist. 
A new Connelly work was something 
to look forward to this sparse season, 
but ‘Flowers of Virtue’ is a letdown 
hinting that its author is one more 
playwright stymied by the times, 
finding the drama of a world at war 
more important than anything he 
can say about it at this moment. 

It’s highly doubtful if the new 
play, a comedy, has a chance as a 
Broadway entry. Certainly the ver- 
sion which opened here Monday (19) 
hasn’t a chance. Obviously written 
in a hurry—the time of the action 
is December 7, 1941—‘Flowers of 
Virtue’ is talkative, rambling, and for 
a long time all but pointless. Finally 
author says what he has to say— 
that miracles still happen, one of 
them being the miracle of the per- 
sistence of virtue in a world full of 
evil. But instead of letting the play 
say it, it is put in one of the closing 
speeches of a leading character, late 
in the proceedings. 

Scene is the patio of a Mexican 
hacienda where lives a vacuous lady 
novelist seeking the ideal life in a 
primitive Indian religion. Among 
those turning up at intervals are a 
comic Mexican general with dictator 
ideas, a solid Mexican gent with 
progressive ideas about the education 
and welfare of his people, an Amer- 











setting by Donald Oens- | 











which Miss Lyons 
began last night at 
the El Morocco has 
all the suddenness 
of a land, sea and 
air offensive aimed 
at destroying the 
last worry in your 
mind. A courageous 
trouper, Miss Lyons 
stepped out on to 
the floor to a “cold” 


audience (nothing 
to do with the 
weather), and im- 
mediately proceed- 


ed to sing and chat- 


ter and cavort as 
though each one 
was an old friend. 





That took courage. 


COLLETTE LYONS’ 
BLITZ TECHNIQUE 


It is difficult to decide whether the modern army 
copied Collette Lyons or whether Collette copied 
them. Certain it is that the total war on gloom 











But it wasn’t long 
till she had her re- 
ward: no 





ning with “That’s The 
Never Serve Tea at An 


audience could resist such a smart, 
smooth offensive of sly lyrics pertly done. 


“Sittin’ And Knittin’ For Britain,” this charming 
blonde reconteur delighted. 


COLLETTE 


Begin- 
Conga,” through “They 
Afternoon 'Tea” and into 


ROY KERVIN 
Montreal 





Opening 
JANUARY 23RD 


CHICAGO 





COLONY CLUB 


Daily Star 


WALLY BLACKER 
at the Piano 


Special Material by 


DAN SHAPIRO, 
JERRY SEELEN and 











LESTER LEE 











ican business man resting up from a 
nervous breakdown, plus sundry 
characters acting as accessories to 
these. 

First two acts don’t achieve much 
more than setting of characters and 
situation. Third stanza does manage 
some drama, when the general, in 
the pay of Nazis, stages a mock tria! 
of the progressive chap who has pre- 
viously sent him off ta jail, charging 
him with Communism. Idea is to 
shoot him while he is ‘fleeing arrest,’ 
'but the American businessman gets 
|out of the place on a ruse, stages his 
|‘miracle’ and the day is saved. The 
'Marines don’t arrive, but the idea 
is the same, 

Some performances are well- 
turned. Frank Craven, as the busi- 
nessman, is fine, but it’s hard to tell 
|whether he’s impersonating a man 
| weary after. an illness, or is just a 
man weary with a play. Among the 
others, Vladimir Sokoloff, S. Thomas 
Gomez and Leon Belasco are top- 





notch. And Virginia Lederer and 
Kathryn Givney are okay, though 
Isobel Elsom, while sometimes in 


form, often appears stymied. At any 
rate, she seems not to want to say 
anything Connelly wrote for her so 
it con be heard at a distance of more 
than 40 feet. 

Donald Oenslager’s one setting is 
excellent. Mac. 


HEDDA GABLER 


(REVIVAL) 
Bdston, Jan. 19. 


Tragedy in three acts, four scenes, by 
Hendrik Ibsen; stars Katina Paxinou; pre- 
sented and directed by Luther Greene; set- 
ting, Paul Morrison: at Colonial, Boston, 
Jan. 19, °42: $2.75 top. 

Miss Juliana Tesman...Margaret Wycherly 


Ne ere ee Octavia Kenmore 
One DONOR « 03 zs0e04ane Ralph Forbes 
PEOGEE “TOMMAD, ccciccocascs Katina Paxinou 
Bore. Wiwated..cccecessccecsve Karen Morley 
FOGG TOG. 5.o<ccceeseers Cecil Humphreys 
ees: LOVEORR. «6 wecceedeés0s Henry Daniell 


Katina Paxinou’s American debut 
in English-speaking drama is a re- 
sult of the war—and one of the few 
good things about it. She demon- 
strates a stimulating flair for Ibsen 
and makes her Hedda an outstanding 
interpretation. Unfortunately, Miss 
Paxinou’s debut piece will not have 
much of a patronage under the pres- 
| ent circumstances because the grim 
flavor of ‘Gabler’ is hardly sought 
by a majority of theatregoers in a 
| world-war. Any future news that 
| this Greek actress is rehearsing a 
lighter play should be good news, 
for the few who see her in this play 
will certainly wish for other oppor- 
tunities to watch her perform. 


Miss Paxinou is quite like Garbo 
in her manner of meticulous deliv- 
ery and action, and in addition she 
is statuesquely beautiful. Her very 
deliberate and studied tempo had the 
| supporting players ill at ease during 
| the early passages of the play, but 
| this was overcome gradually during 
| the premiere, and the whole produc- 
j tion ended up in fine fettle. Her 
| ‘Hedda’ is not only cold and cunning, 
| but plausibly sadistic and touched 
| with insanity; and for that reason 
she is more fascinating than the 
characterizations of some other im- 
portant actresses. The Tbsen fans 
| will find food for after-theatre de- 
| bate in Miss Paxinou’s interpretation, 
similar to the pros and cons about 
| the several versions of ‘Hamlet.’ 

Luther Greene has given the clas- 
sic an auspicious production. aided 
| substantially by a stunning drawing 
room set by Paul Morrison The 
supporting company complement 
skillfully the artistry of the Greek 
|refugee star who, not long ago, 
|plaved ‘Ghosts’ in London. Ralph 
Forbes grasps the role of Hedda’s 
|naive, pathetic and slithtly comic 
|husband with real un®erstanding. 
| Henry Daniell is almost always con- 
| vineing as the author whose life is 
; ruined by Hedda; and Cecil Humph- 
|rey registers as Judge Brack. the 
|} cunning roue who nearly gets Hedda 
|into his clutches. Karen Morley is 








| , * 
|sible as the author’s well-meaning 
mistress. 


Miss Paxinou played ‘Elektra’ here 


percentage of the rather thin open- 
ing-night audience were Greek- 
Americans. Fox. 








THE RIVALS 


Revival of Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s 
vintage comedy in two acis (8) scenes): 
prolog, Arthur Guiterman;: presented at the 
Shubert, N. Y., Jan. 14, '42, by the Theatre 
Guild; Mary Boland, Bobby Clark, Walter 
Hampden starred; Helen Ford, Haila Stod- 


|} dard, Denald Burr, Philip Bourneuf, Rob- 
j ert Wallsten featured; staged by Eva Le 
| Gallienne; settings and costumes, Watson 
; Barratt; lyrics and music mostly by 
Guiterman and Macklin Marrow; produc- 
tion under supervision of Theresa Helburn 
and Lawrence Langner; $3.50 top. ' 


Lydia Languiah.......cce.. Haila Stoddard 
BUEN 86500 khws ca taee éeeeaeed cud Helen Ford 
SN «55 5900440.60 0050 0000500007 Frances Reid 
Mrs. Malaprop................Mary Boland 
Sir Anthony Absolute..... Walter Hampden 
Captain Absolute.............. Donald Burr 
ere rere rs: Raymond Johnson 
UDINE v6.06. ¥04-00060060%> Robert Wallsten 
ACTOS. scccccdcooveosccce $00 0204 Bobby Clark 
TP ins ceanues skew ke avs POPPE ee. Walt Draper 
Sir Lucius O'Trigger...... Philip Bourneuf 
ONT 0b 5.0 6s b0neanse 6666005 0% Roland Hogue 
UNE 6h 6-6. 600-6 on sl0so bh4 2.50 tod George Boots 
PPP eee ere ree William Whitehead 


Compared with the number of so- 














“7 @-« 





| strikingly decorative and often plau- | 


10 years ago, in Greek, and a good | 


Play on Broadway | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Reported that comparatively few casting agents have complied with 
Equity’s new rule that calls for an annual fee of $25. Delay in remitting 
the coin is said to be a tactical move on the part of the agents to obtain 
reconsideration of their application for a basic agreement. Recently council] 
tabled the report of a committee which considered the agents’ proposal. 

It appears that the agents learned that the committee favored an agree. 
ment for one year. When the council nixed the suggestion, it meant that 
the agency matter was set back indefinitely. Next step is likely to be 
made by Equity either to bring about a showdown with the agents, or de. 
cide definitely on the wanted pact. Committee’s report did not go to a 
vote. A councillor proposed to table it and that motion passed evidently 
without discussion. 

When the rule to collect an annual fee was adopted there was no deadline 
established for remittances. If the council again declines to consider a 
working agreement with the agents, it is possible that a date be nam 
and, should payment not be made within the time limit, permits would be 
revoked. A report that some agents will turn back their permits rather 
than put it on the line is not seriously accepted. Among the reasons given 
for not entering into a deal with the agents is the presumption that they 
have no way of disciplining fellow casters in case there are violations of 
proposed provisions. Also there are few actors who doubt that agents 
are not cheating on the 5% commission rule. 








Research by Bernard Simon, press agent for John Golden, reveals there 
have been 103 shows which played 400 or more consecutive times on 
Broadway, latest to come within that circle being Golden's ‘Claudia’ 
reaching the 400 mark tonight (21) and still at the Booth, N. Y. The 409 
mark is virtually one year. 

Longest stay is credited to “Tobacco Road’ while the champ comedy 
record is held by ‘Abie’s Irish Rose.’ Latter continued in New York for 
five years, while the former stayed over seven years, both having road 
companies during the runs of the originals. ‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘Lightnin’ 
were next in longevity. Around 70 shows ran between one and two years, 
or exceeded that time. Golden had five such hits—‘Lightnin’,’ ‘The First 
Year,’ ‘Seventh Heaven,’ ‘Three Wise Fools’ and ‘Turn to the Right,’ late 
Winchell Smith being co-producer of several. 

List includes three other long stayers whick are still on Broadway, 
they being ‘Life With Father,’ in third year at the Empire; ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ Biltmore, and ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton, both the latter hav- 
ing bettered one year. Mentioned that ‘Ben-Hur,’ ‘Count of Monte Cristo’ 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ and ‘Rip Van Winkle’ did not pile up exceptional 
runs in New York, but their total number of performances on the road 
probably topped many of those who scored long runs on Broadway. 





Although she is not under contract to 20th-Fox, studio is seeing that 
Annabella gets over-all coverage on the road during tour of ‘Blithe Spirit’ 
(Chicago company) in which she’s starred with Dennis King, Estelle Win- 
wood and Carol Goodner. The actress’ husband is Tyrone Power, 
20th’s biggest b.o. bait. Show’s currently in Pittsburgh and middle of last 
week, George Gomperts, divisional exploitation man for film company, was 
dispatched to that city to line up interviews, radio appearances and ad- 
vance publicity for Annabella, as well as to arrange a press reception, at 
20th’s expense, upon her arrival there. The stint is strictly for the French- 
American film star, with ‘Blithe Spirit’ of secondary importance. Studio 
| will do same thing for her when comedy goes to St. Louis and from there to 
| Chicago for a run. 





| During an interview printed in the N. Y. World-Telegram last 
Tailulah Bankhead, starring in ‘Clash By Night,’ Belasco, N. Y., was quoted 
as saying she hoped the play would close. Following day a boxed expla- 
nation appeared in the same paper, Miss Bankhead saying ske did not 
realize having made the comment and that it was unintentional. During 
the interview star was upset over the war. However, it is generally 
| know that she and Billy Rose, who produced the play, have had a num- 
| ber of disagreements. 

Miss Bankhead is said to have apologized to the cast. Publicity over, 
the remark may have helped attendance for ‘Clash,’ which spurted last 
week. 


week, 








Burial of Eddie G. Cooke, who died in New York last week, in the 
| Actors Fund plot, Kensico, aroused some curiosity along Broadway, since 
| it was believed that he was fairly well off financially. First planned that 
| burial be made in his widow’s family plot in Philadelphia, but it was the 
suggestion of John Golden, for whom he was general manager, that it 

might be more fitting that the resting place be among professionals with 
| whom he mingled all his life. Robert Campbell, close friend of Cooke, is 
secretary of the Fund and made the.arrangements. 


Big biz of ‘Panama Hattie’ in Baltimore opening week of its road tour is 
costing Pittsburgh second session of scheduled fortnight engagement of 
another Buddy DeSylva show, ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ Latter musical had 
been booked into Nixon in Pitt for weeks of Feb. 9"and 16, but when news 
of ‘Hattie’s’ $28,000 stanza in Baltimore got back to A. L. Berman, DeSylva’s 
New York rep, arrangements were hastily made to give Maryland city 
Feb. 16 and limit Pittsburgh engagement of ‘Purchase’ to one week. 

Another thing that figured in cutting the Pittsburgh run was $3.85 top 
which ‘Purchase’ will get. No musical to play that city this season has 
charged that much, ‘Hattie’ getting only $3.30. 








Through an auditor’s error the incorrect total gross piled up by ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ on Broadway appeared in ‘Variety's’ recent 
| anniversary number. Recheck shows that the play garnered $1,225,358 
during the run of 102 weeks, principally played at the Booth. Figure 
originally submitted was $2,005,236. 

‘Can't’ had an average weekly gross of around $15.000 for a solid year, 


while its average over the whole distance was $11.000 weekly Stated 
| that the total gross of three companies of $1,427,349 was accurate as 


| Rented. 

Chicago’s new subway currently being built will run under the Selwyn 
and Harris theatres, owners of which were paid $160,000 for the subter- 
ranean right of way. Since excavation the houses have sunk a couple of 
| inches, but inspectors say the theatres are entirely safe for use. 

Some of the wall plaster has cracked and the Shuberts, who operate 
the twin theatres, contend the owners should pay for repairs as they 
received compensation from the builders. Latter stated the noise of trains 
will not interfere with performances. 





weeks, ‘The Rivals’ is welcome even 
though it be in the A.K. class of 
plays. Should do moderately well, 
what with its name players. 

Bobby Clark is the works in the 
revival. Maybe he was funnier 
early.in the season in ‘All Men Are 
Alike,’ but certainly delivers again. 


‘Doctor Jimmie,’ entered by C. B 
Sumner, Asheville (N. C.) Citizen 
staffer, has been awarded first place 
in Carolina Dramatic Assn.’s annual 
playwriting contest. Sumner won 
1941 State Drama Festival contest, 
conducted by University of North 

















As Bob Acres, a lout from the coun- | Carolina. 
try who wants to do things, except =— 
marry — age ghee and go places. 
ar as it all over remembered 
predecessors in the part. Impression SAMUEL FRENCH 


is that the role was built up for 
him, but the Clarkonian truth is 
that he is doing his own stuff, with- 
out cigar. 

Clark is most effective when he 
gets dolled up and goes into a semi- 


(Continued on page 51) 


SINCE 1830 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


Plays for Stage, Screen and Radic 
#5 West 45th Street, New York 
Bi! West 7th Street, Los Angeles 
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‘Joey,’ $14,000, May Build in Chi: 
‘Claudia’, $9,000, Sets Closing Date 





Chicago, Jan. 20. 
‘Claudia’ is now slated to quit Chi- 
cago on Feb. 7, after a run of 21 
weeks, a smash from every angle. 
Nothing is yet set for the house but 
there is a chance that the Selwyn 
may get ‘Blithe Spirit,’ though there 
talk that it will go into the 
¥iackstone which has been dark 
ew the departure of ‘Life With 
Fr.” 
eet night (Monday) the Harris 
elighted with Ethel Barrymore in 
e Corn Is Green’ and the Erlanger 
switched from the smash ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ to ‘Panama Hattie.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Claudia, Selwyn (18th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Held on last week, 
but is readying to quit town after 
three more weeks. Came through 
with $9,000. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger 
(14th, final week) (1,400; $3.85). Was 
a brilliant money show from every 
angle. Upped to $23,50 for finale. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Grand (lst week) 
(1,300; $3.30). Excellent press han- 
dling ahead. Mixed notices held 
down the first few days, but indi- 
cates ability to build despite poor 
reports on Georgie Tapps dramatics. 
Came up with $14,000 for initial 
week. 

‘Take My Advice,’ Great Northern 
(4th and final week) (1,300; 99c). 
Quit suddenly in midweek and thus 
ends another attempt to put Over a 
Chicago professional stock. Money 
for finale too little to count. 


‘HELLZ,’ $51,000 IN 2 
WKS., SMASH IN D. C. 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

Touring ‘Hellzapoppin’ company, 
with Billy House and Eddie Garr, 
hung up two-week figure at National 
here equal to that set by Helen 
Hayes and ‘Candle in the Wind’ few 
weeks ago. ‘Hellz’ knocked off esti- 
mated $51,000 in the fortnight, sec- 
ond week (12-17) bettering the first 
(5-16) with approximately $27,000 as 
against $24,000. 

Current at National (19-24) is 
‘Flowers of Virtue,’ new Marc Con- 
nelly play in tryout stanza. 


THE RIVALS 














(Continued from page 50) 


tantrum of anger, about to compose 
a note of challenge to a_ duel. 
He growls the audience into hearty 
laughter. Then again, in the near- 
duel scene at the close, the comedian 
is in real form, as his courage for 
combat steadily ebbs. 

Mary Boland bounces about as 
Mrs. Malaprop, ‘the old weather- 
beaten she-dragon,’ who ‘mispro- 
nounces misspelled words.’ Miss Bo- 
land is very satisfactory. 

Walter Hampden is having a lark 
Playing bass-voiced Sir Anthony 
Absolute, ambitious to have his son 
wed the fair Lydia. Haila Stoddard 
makes the latter a sweet maiden 
who reads naughty books on the 
side, but she was too nervous at 
the start, to the discomfiture of 
Frances Reid as Julia. 

Helen Ford, as Lucy the maid, 
warbles most of the between scenes 
songs COmposed by Macklin Marrow 
and Arthur Guiterman, though one, 
May Morning Early,’ is by her hus- 
band, George Ford, and Richard 
Malaby. Miss Ford plays the maid 
Saucily and -handles the ditties well. 
Ciark speaks one lyric, ‘Buxom Joan,’ 
credited to Marrow. 

Burr, as the handsome Beverly- 
Captain Absolute, neatly delivers the 
Prolog by Guiterman, the speech 
Saying that the play, offered as an 
escapist performance, is the ‘Follies 
of another age.’ He also has a song, 
The Ensign and the Captain.’ Philip 
Bourneuf is good as O’Trigger, who 
does some of the conniving and ends 
up behind the eight ball. Robert 


Wallsten is Faulkland, who steams | 


himself over for nothing. 

Theatre Guild planned a series of 
revivals at pop prices, but this one 
1S priced at the regulation $3.30 top. 

S a change of pace to Broadway 
fare it should do. Ibee. 
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Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 21-31) 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’—Lyceum, 
Minneapolis (21-24); Coliseum, Sioux 
Falls, S. D. (26); Orpheum, Sioux 
City, Ia. (27); Paramount, Omaha 
(28); Shrine Aud., Des Moines (29); 
Municipal Aud., Kansas City (30-31). 

‘Blithe Spirit’—Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(21-24); American, St. Louis (26-31). 

‘Blossom Time’ — Rialto, Tucson, 
Ariz. (21); Orphéum, Phoenix (22); 
Russ Aud., San Diego, Cal. (24); Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles (26-31), 

‘Candle in the Wind’—Locust, 
Philadelphia (21-24); Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (26-31). 

‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)-—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (21-31). 

‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—Ryman Aud., 
Nashville (21); Erlanger, Atlanta 
(22-24); Lanier Aud., Montgomery 
Ala. (26); Temple, Birmingham, Ala. 
(27-28); City Aud., Jackson, Miss. 
(29); Aud., Memphis (30-31). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Harris, Chicago 
(21-31). 

‘Flowers of Virtue’ (Frank Cra- 
ven )—National, Washington (21-24). 

‘Hedda Gabler’—Colonial, Boston 
(21-24). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—For- 
rest, Philadelphia (21-31). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.) — Ford’s 


Baltimore (21-24); Memorial Aud., 
Trenton, N. J. (26); Community, 
Hershey, Pa. (27-28); Lyric, Rich- 


mond, Va, (29-31). 


‘Junior Miss’ (USO)—Fort Bragg, 
Fayetteville, N. C. (21-26); Camp 
Davis, Wilmington, N. C. (27-28); 
| New River Marine Base, N. C. (29); 
Camp Croft, Spartanburg, 8. C. 





(31-2). 

‘Life with Father’ (2d Co.)— 

Grand St. Louis (21-24); Or- 
(26); Lin- 


| Pheum, Springfield, Il. 
coln, Decatur, Ill. (27); Fisher, Dan- 


| ville, Ill. (28); Shrine Mosque, 
Peoria, Ill. (29); Coronado, Rock- 
ford, Ill, (30); Pabst, Milwaukee 
(31). 


‘Life with Father’ (3d Co.)}—Para- 
mount, Austin, Texas (21); Melba, 
Dallas (22-24); Majestic, Ft. Worth 
(26-27); Aud., Abilene, Texas (28); 
Majestic, Wichita Falls, Texas (29); 
Shrine Aud., Oklahoma City (30-31). 

‘Lily of the Valley’ — McCarter, 
Princeton, N. J. (24). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ — American, 
St. Louis (21-24); Cass, Detroit (26- 
31). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Geary, 
San Francisco (21-31). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Wil- 
bur, Boston (21-31). 

‘Native Son’—Davidson, Milwaukee 
(21-24); Lafayette, Detroit (26-31). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (USO)— 
Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, 
Texas (21); Fort Sam Houston, San 
Antonio (22-24); Fort Bliss, El Paso 
(26-28); Naval Training Station, San 
Diego, Cal. (31). 

‘Pal Joey’—Grand Opera House, 
Chicago (21-31). 





cago (21-31). 

—Curran, San Francisco (21-31). 
‘Student Prince’ — Cass, Detroit 

| (21-24); Hanna, Cleveland (26-31). 

‘Theatre’ 





— Empire, Syracuse, N 


(24); 


Park, Youngstown, O. 
man, Columbus, O. 


Indianapolis (29-31). 


‘They Can’t Get You Down’— 
Studebaker, Chicago (26-31). 
‘Tobacco Road’—Palace, Toledo, 
O. (21-24): National, Washington 
(26-31). 

Veloz and Yolanda — Maplewood, 
Maplewood, N. J. (21-24); Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (26-31). 


(27-28); 
(29-31). 


Erlanger, Buffalo, 





V.&Y. $3,800 in Mont’l 


Montreal, Jan. 20. 


grosses on ‘Dansation,’ terp show by 
Veloz and Yolanda. Gomez missed 
first day through grounding of plane. 

His Majesty’s, 
seven nights and two mats, grossed 





| estimated $3,800, with the dancers in | 


' the red. 


‘Panama Hattie’ — Erlanger, Chi- 


Y. (21); Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. (22); | 
Masonic Aud., Rochester, N. Y. (23); | 
Hart- | 
(26-28); English, 


‘White Cargo’ — Plymouth, Bos- | 
ton (21-24); Colonial, Utica, N. Y. | 
a 





| 


‘Rose Burke’ (Katharine Cornell) | 12-14. 


| 


|for three nights and a 
| $2.75 top at the 2,200-seat Lyceum. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Under This Roof’—Russell Lewis, 
Rita Hassan. 


‘Plan M’—Aldrich and Myers. 
‘Lily of the Valley’—Gilbert Miller. 


‘Guest in the House’—Stephen and 
Paul Ames. 

‘Heart of a City’—Gilbert Miller. 

*They Shoulda Stood in Bed’—Sam 
Grisman, Harry Steinberg. 

‘Solitaire-—Dwight Deere Wiman. 

‘Angel Street’ (road)—Sheperd 
Traube. 


Crix Nix ‘Candle, 
But Philly B.0. 
Good at $20,000 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 

Critical reception of Helen Hayes’ 
‘Candle in the Wind’ was the same 
here as it was in New York—mild 
praise with expressions of regret that 
a better vehicle has not been found 
for Miss Hayes. Despite lukewarm 
reception, Guild-Playwrights’ pro- 
duction got good biz in the first two 
weeks at the Locust on ATS sub- 
scription. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Forrest (4th week) 
(1,800; $3.42). Still on high, with 
number of standees all that spells 
difference in trade at most perform- 
ances; got great $32,000 last week. 

‘White Cargo,” Walnut (2d week) 
(1,700; $2). Left Saturday (17) after 
two disappointing weeks; $4,500 in 
last stanza. 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ Locust (ist 
week) (1,500; $3). ATS subscription 
helped this one get $20,000, despite 
lukewarm notices. 


PORGY,’ $15,000, 
GOOD IN HUB 


-— 














Boston, Jan.. 20. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ winding up a 
three-week run here, topped ‘My Sis- 
ter Eileen,’ the only competing show. 

Legit managers are blaming 
civilian defense classes and kindred 
activities as one of the causes of the 
current slump. 

‘Hedda Gabler,’ with Katina Pax- 
inou, and ‘White Cargo,’ with Ann 
Corio, opened here Monday (19). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Shubert (3d 
week) (1,600; $2.75). Finished with 
$15,000 for last week of a successful 





tryout run here. 

‘My Sister Eileen, Wilbur (3d | 
week) (1,227; $2.75). Felt the pinch 
of slackening trade all over town, 
but garnered an okay $11,500 last | 
week. Two more stanzas. 


‘Eileen’ $5,000 in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 20. 

The Mayfair theatre, only local | 
house playing legit, had ‘My Sister 
Eileen’ for three days last week, Jan. 


In three nights and one matinee, 
‘Eileen’ got estimated $5,000, good, in | 
1,500-seater at $2.50 top. 





‘Native’ 3G in Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 


Booked in at the 11th hour, ‘Native 
Son’ grossed estimated poor $3,000 | 


matinee at | 


| Show was lauded by critics and built | 





Sub-zero weather and some diffi- | 
culties in reaching the city before | 
the first performance helped nick | 


at $2.65 top, for | 


after light opening, but engagement 
was over before public became fully | 
acquainted with its merits. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ comes in | 


| Jan. 21-24. 


Bway B.0.s Rebound: ‘Spirit’ $17,500, 
Miss’ $17,000, Str-Show Leaders, 
‘Sons 406, Face It’ 4G, ‘Banjo’ 336 


Broadway came back last week, 
most shows registering rather en- 
couraging increases after slipping; 
more visitors in town indicated. New 
arrivals this and next week may un- 
fold several good things. 


Estimates for Last week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘All in Favor,’ Miller (C-940; $3.30). 
Presented by Robert Montgomery, 
Elliott Nugent and Jesse Duncan; 
written by Louis Hoffman and Don 
vol aaa opened yesterday (Tues- 
ay). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (6th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Picked up with the 
generally improved trend last week 
and credited with more than $13,000; 
big in this spot. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(53d week) (CD-938; $3.30). Still 
riding to fine business and stands 
with best money makers in town; 
improved to $14,000. 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (4th 
week) (M-1,563; $4.40). Picked up 
and approached $33,500; though not 
selling out, it’s well up with musical 
leaders. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(16th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Also 
among the favored musicals, with 
business strong but not capacity; $20,- 
000 estimated. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (11th 
week) (CD-938; $3.30). Has been 
close to drama leadership, if not in 
front, since opening; last week's 
takings quoted at $17,500. 

‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.,’ Forrest (4th 
week) (D-1,195; $3.30). Sundays have 
been a life-saver for this meller, 
which was estimated bettering $5,500 
last week. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (49th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Picked up to around 
$8,000; is close to full-year’s run and 
may stay through winter; two other 
companies on tour. 

‘Clash by Night,’ Belasco (4th 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Attendance 
jumped materially last week, when 
gross bettered $13,000: best figure 
since opening*with exception of New 
Year’s week. 

‘Crown Cafe,’ Cort (CD-1,064; 
$3.30). Presented by Carly. Wharton 
and Martin Gabel; written by H. S. 
Kraft; previews favorably reported; 
opens Friday (23). 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (11th 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Another nice 
improvement last week, when tak- 
ings were around $18,000 level; 
latest musical to play Sundays. 

‘It Happened on Ice,’ Center (re- 
sumed engagement) (60th week (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Picked up also and 
looks aimed through winter; esti- 
mated around $21,500. 

‘In Time to Come,’ Mansfield (3d 
week) (D-1,050; $3.30). Another 
show that Sundays are helping; Sat- 
urdays also strong; around $6,500, but 
needs more to better even break. 

‘Jason,’ Hudson (CD-1,094; $3.30). 
Presented by George Abbott; written 
by Samson Raphaelson; favorable re- 
ports from out of town; opens tonight 
(21). 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (9th week) 
(CD-1,004: $3.30). Strongest attrac- 
tion house has had in many years; 
approximating capacity, with takings 
last week close to $17,000. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (4lst week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
Has been improving for several 
weeks and indications are for run 
going well into srring; rated over 
$24,000. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). 
‘Sons o’ Fun,’ this is musical topper; 
standees at all performances, with 


Imperial (12th 


| the gross $34,000 and more 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (114th 
week) (CD-1,082: $3.30) Somewhat 
better with the field last week, and 


takings quoted well over $12,000; 
aimed into summer; two companies 
on tour. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (56th 
| week) (CD-891: $3 30). Also im- 


proved and gross aproached $9,000; 


|very good profit at that level; also 


has two companies on road, 

‘Papa Is All,’ Guild (2d week) (C- 
956: $3.30). Weekend press should 
help; new comedy doing fairly well, 


Along with | 


with the pace again quoted around 
$10,000. 

‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (10th 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Better here 
and should play through winter; 
quoted around $8,500, which is higher 
than recent average. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (7th 
week) (R-1,519; $4.40). Close to $40,- 
000, which beats the field consider- 
ably; standees at all performances, 
including Sunday matinee and night. 

‘Watch on the Rhint,’ Martin Beck 
(42d week) (D-1,120; $3.30). Last 
season’s top-rated anti-Nazi drama 
still in the running; picked up to 
around $11,000 last week; indefinite. 

REVIVALS 

‘Macbeth,’ National (9th week) 
(D-1,162; $3.30). Making plenty of 
coin, though under the levels of first 
weeks; quoted around $14,500; jump 
of $1,000 over previous week. 

‘The Rivals,’ Shubert (lst week) 
(C-1,402; $3.30). Opened last mid- 
week and drew rather favorable 
press; slated to play into March, with 
next show, ‘Without Love,’ to star 
Katharine Hepburn, following. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (M-1,715; 
$2.75). Revival with George Gersh- 
win score presented by Cheryl Craw- 
ford; fared well in Boston; opens 
Thursday (22). 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Jooss Ballet, 
St. James (1,520; $2.20). Presented 
by Shuberts, but under name of R. H. 
Burnside: Boston Comic Opera Co. 
billed; opens tonight (21). 


‘HATTIE’ BUILDS UP 
TO BIG $25,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

‘Panama Hattie’ started out like a 
lamb, but wound up like a lion last 
week at the Nixon, grabbing esti- 
mated $25,000 at $3.30 top. Openin 
was very disappointing, but SR 
was the rule the closing few per- 
formances. 

In its favor was fact that ‘Pal 
Joey,’ having been roundly panned, 
was such a dud previous week, doing 
only $8,000, and crix for the most 
part commented on how nice it was 
to have a good musical around. 

Nixon has ‘Blithe Spirit’ (Chi 
company) current and follows that 
with ‘Candle in Wind’ under Thea- 
tre Guild-ATS auspices. 


‘Arsenic’ Gets Extended 
Date, Big $16,500 in Milw. 


Milwaukee, Jan. 20. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ with 
Laura Hope Crews and Erich von 
Stroheim, at the Davidson last week, 
was extended through Sunday for a 
total of five nights because of big biz. 

Show grossed an estimated $16,500 
at $2.75 top, and effort is now being 
made to secure return date. 


é 4 ? e 
Prince’ $15,000 in Det. 
Detroit, Jan. 20. 

With a local girl, Barbara Scully, 
starred, the perennial ‘Student 
Prince’ dipped into the Cass here for 
approximate nice $15,000 at $2.75 
| top. Show was held over for a sec- 
ond week to fill the gap until ‘Lou- 
isiana Purchase’ opens at the house 
on Jan. 26. 

Same week will see the Shubert- 
Lafayette back in operation with 
‘Native Son,’ opening Jan. 25. 














i 
| N. H. Legit B. O. N. G. 
New Haven, Jan. 20 

| Biz only fair c. two-day stopover 
|of Cornelia Oti inner in “Theatre’ 
'at Shubert (16-17). Three perform- 
| ances at $2.75 top drew below expec- 
tations with estimated $3,500. 

Ballet Theatre, on single perform- 
ance Monday (19), rated so-so ap- 
proximate $1,500 at $3.30 top. 











MUrray Hill 2-4672 


’ 





SPECIALIST IN PUBLICITY 


PRODUCTIONS—SCREEN—RADIO—CONCERTS 
NIGHT CLUBS—MANAGEMENTS—ARTISTS 


CHARLES G. STEWART 
19 West 44th Street, New York 
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Chi Sun Refutes Time Mag 


Chicago Sun circulation has been 
in excess of 300,000 each day and 
400,000 Sundays since its inception 
six weeks ago, owner Marshall Field 
and publisher Silliman Evans de- 
clared last week. They revealed the 
figures in a wire to Henry R. Luce, 
editor of Time mag, asking a correc- 
tion on a story in which it was stated 
sales were well below the 200,000 
mark. Wire was published on page 
one of the Sun. 

Circulation was achieved it was 
stated, ‘in spite of tremendous initial 
distribution difficulties.’ Charging 
that the Time story, labeled ‘Sun 
Down,’ was ‘very inaccurate, unfair 
and damaging. to the interests’ of the 
new morning sheet, Fields and Evans 
wired: ‘The article also states that a 
figure of 500,000 was ‘confidently pre- 
dicted’ a month ago. The pre-publi- 
cation solicitation of advertising was 
based on a circulation of 300,000 and 


this alone disproves your state- 
ment. Neither of us at any time has 
made any predictions about the 


newspaper or promises for the news- 
paper, other than that it would be a 
fair and impartial newspaper and 
that we would iry to make it as good 
a newspaper as we possibly could. 
That we have done—anéd that we will 
continue to do.’ 

Commenting on Sun’s advertising 
volume, telegram asserted that 10 of 
Chicago’s 11 leading retail stores are 
‘actively advertising in the Sun’ and 
that only ‘approximately 1% of the 
Sun’s retail linage has come from 
what could be called new adver- 
tisers.” More than 270 national ad- 
vertisers used the Sun during its 
first month, it was stated. 





More Mags May Air Express to S. A. 

Success of Time's air express 
edition has led several otker U. S. 
mags to consider possibility of ex- 


_tending aerial distribution in Latin- 


America. Inquiries in Buenos Aires 
indicate that a number of U.S. pub-| 
lications are toying with the idea of| 
special lightweight paper editions for 
good neighbor republics while others 
are seeking to work out deals 
whereby they can air express copies 
for remailing in South American 
capitals, thus achieving the speed ~f 
air delivery without prohibitive 
costs. 

Pointed out that a little over a 
pound weight of magazines. or 
papers can be sent from N. Y. to 
B. A. for $3. Several mags can be 
expressed to one address and from 
there forwarded as is done with 
Time’s air express edition. There’s 
talk that Newsweek may follow the 
Time lead in some style, or even a 
Spanish-language news review. 
Success of Reader’s Digest vernacu- 
lar publication has also been en- 
couraging. 

Also much interested in the Latin 
market are fashion mags Vogue and 
Harper’s Bazaar. Sales of both have 
increased tremendously since French 
slick-paper monthlies stopped ar- 
riving. Chief disadvantage is the 
difference in seasons—it’s winter 
below the equator when it’s summer 
in the States. 





Seattle Star Sold 
The Seattle Star, town’s third daily, 
has been purchased by a group of 
Seattle men, headed by Howard 


Parish, formerly president and gen- | 


eral manager of the Seripps League 
of Newspapers. Abe Hurwitz, one of 
the group, will act as editor. 

The Star, published in tabloid size 
for the past year, will return to a 
standard size format under the new 
owners. 

Sale of the Star leaves only four 
papers in the Scripps League out of 
a former twelve. Only large city 
daily left is the Tacoma Times, with 
others in Logan and Provo, Utah, 
and Couer d’Alene, Idaho. Sheets 
sold in past few years included the 
Los Angeles Record and Portland 
News-Telegram, as well as dailies in 
Spokane, Boise and Dallas. 





A. & C. In the Funnies 


Bud Abbott and Lou Costello join 
the funny strippers in a new series 
by the comics to be peddled by 
North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance and Bell Syndicate. 

Ben Batsford does the drawings. 
Edward Sherman negotiated the 
deal for the comics, 





Free Press Memorial 
A memorial auditorrum ts to be 
erected at Colby College, Waterville, 
Me., to Elijah Parish Lovejoy, Amer- 
ica’s first martyr to freedom of the 
press, by a committee of Maine 


newspapermen, historians and pub- 
lic officials, who seek funds. 

Former President Herbert Hoover 
is chairman of the national commit- 
tee. Dr. Herbert C. Libby is in 
charge of the local group. 

The auditorium will be dedicated 
to the use of newspapermen and 
women for conferences in the in- 
terest of the preservation of consti- 
tutional rights of free speech and a 
free press. 





War Problems Up for Discussion 


War-produced newspaper problems 
will headline discussions at annual 
meeting of South Carolina Press As- 
sociation in Columbia January 30. 

S. L. Latimer, Jr., editor of the 
Columbia State, is president. 

Newsprint and rubber shortages, 
current problems for many publish- 
ers, will headline discussions at mid- 
winter meeting of Southern News- 
paper Publishers’ Assn.’s board of 
directors Feb. 7-8 in Atlanta, Ga. 





Roy Larsen’s Foundation 

Personal foundation to handle his 
contributions to various charities has 
been set up by Roy E. Larsen, pub- 
lisher of Life and prez of Time mag. 

Known as the Roy E. Larsen 
Foundation, Inc., it was chartered in 
Albany as a non-profit membership 
corporation. 





LITERATI OBITS 


J. J. Pope, 60, editor and publisher 
of the Grandville (Mich.) Star & 
Alliance, died in Holland, Mich., 
Jan, 12. 

Joseph A. Waters, 55, of the busi- 
ness news department of the N. Y. 
Times, died Jan. 13 in New York. 
He came to the Times in 1904. 

Miguel Angel Osorio, :65, Colom- | 
bian poet, writer and journalist using | 
nom de plume of Barba Jacob, died 
in Mexico City, Jan. 14. 

Cyrus Field Willard, 83, former 
newspaperman and Massachusetts 
industrialist, died in San Diego, Cal., 
Jan. 17. 

Munson Havens, 69, formerly re- 
porter on the Cleveland Plain Deal- 
er and the News, died in Delray 
Beach, Fla., last week. 

George McDade, 86, reporter and 
editor on various New Jersey dailies, 
died in Newark, N. J., Jan. 16. 

Ethel Boileau, 60, novelist, in pri- 
vate life Lady Boileau, wife of Sir 





Raymond Frederic Boileau, died at 
her home near Norwich, England, 
Jan. 16. One of her books, ‘A Gay 
Family,’ was a best seller in the 
United States in 1934. 





CHATTER 


Henry Bellamann wrote a new 
novel, ‘Floods of Spring,’ for Red- 
book. 

Bryan Collier, associate editor of 
the Louisville Times, has resigned to 


become editor of Columbus (Ga.) 
Ledger, 
Dale Rooks, Kent State univer- 


sity photography chief, has resigned 
to become a staff member of PM, 
New York. 

Harry Baker, formerly photo edi- 
tor for PM in N. Y., has gone to Chi- 
cago to serve in a similar capacity 
with the Chicago Sun. 

Harold Swisher moved into the 
Warners studio publicity department 
after 14 years as managing editor of 
the Hollywood Citizen-News. 

Lee Loeb and Harold Buchman, 
writers at 20th-Fox, sold Satevepost 
‘That Bicycle Built for Two,’ based 
on the automobile tire shortage. 

Floyd Simonton resigned from the 
Hollywood Citizen-News to become 
assistant to Arch Reeve, secretary of 
Studio Publicity Directors Commit- 
tee. 

Karl Krug, Jr., son of veteran 
Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph drama 
critic, enlisted in Marines last week 
and has been sent to Parris Island, 
N. €. 

George Frazier, record reviewer 
for Mademoiselle, starts a daily 
column next week for Boston Herald, 
‘Sweet and Low Down,’ on jazz and 
pop music. 

Herman Liebert, formerly attached 
to Paul Block’s publishing headquar- 
ters in New York, has joined the 
staff of Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, a 
Block paper. 

Relman (Pat) Morin, Associated 
Press correspondent in the Orient, 
has been interned by the Japs in 
Saigon, according to word received 
in Hollywood by his wife. 

Arthur Curley, chief of Spartan- 
burg (S. C.) Herald-Journal photo- 
graphic department, enlisted in navy. 
He’s papers’ eighth staffer to enter 
military service in past year. 

Herb Kubly, art critic and reporter 
for Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, due 





This Is Democracy 





Governmental tolerance was 
well exemplified last week in 
Milwaukee, when the Office of 
Production Management granted 
a priorities permit to the pub- 
lishers of a German language 
newspaper. 

A quantity of type metal was 
allowed to keep the Milwaukee 
Deutsche Zeitung, owned by the 
Milwaukee German News Co., 
operating, the grant being made 
under the maintenance and re- 
pair authority. 








back on job next month after being 
laid up since early last summer with 
injuries received in an automobile 
accident, 

Froben Press, New York, has put 
out volume devoted to activities of 
the Base Hospital No. 1, Bellevue 
hospital medical unit, in France 
during the last World War. It’s 
been written by Dr. Anna Tjoms- 
land. 


Havey Boyle, sports editor of Pitts- 
burgh Post-Gazette and Penn. State 
boxing commissioner, coming around 
all right again after serious two- 
month illness, He has resumed his 
daily column,- but still writing it 
from his home. 

Back home in Toronto, minus a leg, 
is Captain Gillis Purcell, former 
general manager of the Canadian 
Press until he relinquished that post 
to become public relations officer for 
the Canadian forces in Britain. Pur- 
cell was the victim of a freak acci- 
dent in October when a supply can- 
nister broke laose from a plane over- 
head and struck the newspaperman 
above the knee. 


College Rhythm | 
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several student musician jam _ ses- 
sions that were well attended by the 
campus crowd. 


Located so close to Chicago hotels 
and theatres, students have good op- 
portunities to hear and dance to the 
best in popular music. Students 
patronize the places which put the 
emphasis on the orchestra and not 
the ‘swanky’ atmosphere. 

Popular this fall have been Lionel 
Hampton, Will Bradley, and blues- 
man Woody Herman. Of the three, 
Herman has had the greatest all- 
around support. Recent arrivals at 
Chicago nite spots, Jack Teagarden 
and Les Brown, have not caused too 
much excitement on the campus, but 
Brown has grown in popularity be- 
cause of his aforementioned special 
appeal to students by his visits and 
records, 

During his one week in Chicago at 
a loop theatre, clarinetman Artie 
Shaw took many a student away 
from his studies to hear the rhythms 


of his splendid orchestra. Other 
bands have received little or no at- 
tention while on theatre stage 
shows. 


Campus Hops the Top Tests 

As with most schools, the real 
test of a band’s popularity is the 
campus dance; selection for an all- 
university formal is a sign of real 
popularity. 

Last year’s chairmen of the Junior 
Prom—the biggest all-school formal 
—conferred with members of the 
class governing body regarding the 
selection of a band. They were in- 
structed to get the best available, 
and the top three listed were Glenn 
Miller, Tommy Dorsey or Benny 
Goodman. Goodman’s band, freshly 
reorganized after his trip to Mayo’s, 
was finally decided upon: and it 
was no mistake. The campus really 
turned out to make the dance the 
largest formal in the history of the 
university. 

Ray Noble’s 


sophisticated music 
provided the background for last 
spring’s Interfraternity Ball. Al- 


though his music is well liked by 
many NU students, a band with a 
more versatile style—such as Krupa, 
Scott or Kyser—would have been 
more popular. Noble’s music fitted 
the ‘King and Queen’ theme, how- 
ever. . 
Vibraharpist Lionel Hampton was 
selected by the chairmen of the an- 
nual Navy Ball to open the formal 
season this fall. No. 1 with campus 
swing fans, Hampton did himself 
proud at the dance; but NU’s smooth 
dancers were lost to the rapid-fire 
jive which the Hampton organiza- 
tion released late in the evening. 
Now in the midst of a fraternity 
and sorority formal season, the cam- 
pus and small Chicago bands are 
holding sway. Popular on campus 
are the rhythms of Dick Brahms, 
Johnny Lewis, Ed Salkowe and Ed 
Barret. Chicago favorites are the 
Colonial .Club:and Don . Wallace. 








fit. Here I hope to remain for the 
duration. 

I doubt if there ever will be such 
a response for volunteers as the civ- 


ilians gave here. It was and stili 
is the greatest turn-to, pitch-in, do- 
anything and-everything. And so 
cheerfully. The spirit is unbeatable. 
Every nationality except the Japs. 
I can truthfully say some of them 
are as stunned as I am about this 
unwarranted attack. However, it’s 
something they, even Island-born 
Japs, never will live down and damn 
well they know it. 

Business Debacle 
Honolulu: business firms were 
headed for the greatest year of the 
islands this past year, and had 
stocked up accordingly for it, with 
the thousands of defense workers 
getting wages beyond comprehen- 
sion, and all spending it faster than 
it was being earned. Boom, in one 
blow the entire town ‘is gradually 
folding up, as many of the civilian 
enterprises carinot continue due to 
government freeze being so thor- 
oughly widespread locally. 

Theatre business is alright with 
what films they had on hand. The 
Waikiki theatre has first-runs, opens 
at~9 a.m. and must close by 4 p.m. 
This applies to all theatres and busi- 
nesses, as the blackout here is for 
the duration. 

Due to pre-thought, we are very 
well provided with foodstuffs. 
Ships continue to move successfully 
back and forth from the mainland, 
and thousands of people have been 
evacuated successfully. The Gov- 
ernment will continue to see this 
practice is exercised until all who 
are supposed to leave here are trans- 


ferred. 


It’s heartrending to see and know 
sO many who have lived here hap- 
pily for years disposing of their 
holdings and bidding farewell to this 
beloved land. I have been here 21 
years and here I will stick, and it’s 
going to take a hell of a lot more 
than Japs to run me out of here. If 
there is any running, I will see them 
doing it, the lousy . The 
crows laid them, and the sun hatched 
them. It’s a certainty they never 
were born, 


All Dates from Dec, 17 

The U.S.E.D. despatches a car for 
me each night and I remain indoors 
on my Lani (veranda to you) until 
they drive up. Then out I go, and 
away. The week after Dec. 7 (every- 
thing here dates from that time) 
some Hawaiians called for me, and 
I knew them all. Out came: their 
guitars and we all sang lovely old 
Hawaiian songs all the way to where 
I work. I checked in in the dark, 
but kept on singing with them. 
Their songs were so beautiful, it 
hurt just listening to them. knowing 
how seriously they, the soul of mirth, 
music and fun, had been stilled for 
the time being. But none of them 
knows that I was crying. 

This past New Year's Eve was 
something long to be remembered. 
As I waited for the car to arrive, I 
looked at a most wonderful moon, 
which flooded the silent city with 
its magnificent light, and the silent 
symphony of a stilled night and the 
majestic ‘Southern Cross’ in the 
heavens. The greatest night in the 
year for merriment and joy, and not 
a sound, Instead of singing ‘Silent 
Night’ on Xmas Eve, here it really 
was being enacted on New Year’s 
Eve in grim reality. I know I was 
the only person in my block awake 
at the time. It gave me a peculiar 
feeling of being very close for the 
first time to something that I had not 
contacted before. 

Royal Hawaiian Closed 

The lovely Royal Hawaiian hotel 
is closed now, and soon the Moana 
is to be, also. Every night club is 
closed tightly; no dancing, and all 
the musicians are in some sort of 
defense work, Giggy Royce is with 
the personnel department at Red 
Hill in charge of all entertainment 
work, which is vitally necessary for 
the morale of the thousands of men 
occupied there. Alvin Kea is with 
the U.S.E.D. Elmer Lee and his 
crew are in defense work. I have 
talked with all of the boys, and all 
say the same thing—they are thrilled 
to be actively engaged in defense of 
their country, 

This is a long way around to tell 
you the first cable that I received 
was from your very good friend, and 
mine also, James Dawson, N. Y. 
Times. God bless him—he cabled 
his home was open to my husband 
and me. I would sincerely appre- 
ciate it if you would phone him and 





just say a personal ‘thank you, Jim- 





Honolulu Terror 
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my,’ for me. Next one came from 
the lovely mother of the late Jean 
Harlow, requesting me to come to 
her at oncé; Big Jean, as we affee. 
tionately called her when she lived 
here with me. And so many others 
from the really big ones in Holly. 
wood. Bill Pine, bless him, too, did 
not forget me. Some day I shall do 
something nice, I hope, for Bill, 


Correspondent’s Credentials 
Please send me my yearly card, as 


it is a cherished possession to me, — 


and this hateful condition is not go. 
ing to last as long as many think, and 
again the seas of the world will be 
safe for travelers to come here and 
again we will be the old beautiful 
Hawaiian country, ready to greet all 
comers from all lands, in the true 
traditional manner of the real Ha- 
waiian Aloha, 
Mabel Thomas. 








Stars For Army 
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son, Ark. (Tuesday and Wednesday), 
and Camp Wolters, Tex. (30-31). 

CSI expects shortly to have eight 
other such tours in full swing, ob- 
taining stars through the talent 
pools that have been set up in Holly- 
wood and N. Y. 





Jolson’s Tour 


Miami Beach, Jan. 20. 


Al Jolson gave up a number of 
weeks of picture house bookings in 
favor of a solo concert tour, which 
he opens at the Jacksonville (Fia.) 
Naval Air Station on Jan. 26 and 
which he concludes Feb. 7 in West 
Palm Beach at Morrison Field after 
having crowded 11 Army and Navy 
camps into his itinerary. 

Jolson, who is in process of a radio 
commercial via Hal Hackett of MCA, 
is also proposing that his sponsor go 
with him on a deal whereby a major 
portion of the radio coin goes back 
into some public service for U. S, 
sailors and soldiers. The cast, of 
course, must first be paid, and the 
income tax phase is another consid- 
eration, but it is hoped that this may 
also pioneer other radio stars donat- 
ing to the cause.. Ezra Stone in the 
army but continuing to star in ‘The 
Aldrich Family’ for Postum on NBC, 
is said to be donating his salary to 
servicemen’s welfare. 

Jolson will entertain the service- 
men sans admission charge. Further- 
more, he will probably make cash 
donations to USO at each camp 
stand. He is also tentatively set for 
a guest shot with Kate Smith Feb. 6 
and will donate his salary to Red 
Cross. 

Jolson’s itinerary: Jan. 27, Camp 
Stewart, Savannah; Jan. 29, Camp 
Croft, Spartanburg, S. C.; 30, Max- 
well Field, Montgomery; 31, Kessler 
Field, Biloxi, Miss.; Feb. 1 or 2, Camp 
Shelby, Hattiesburg, Miss.; 3, Camp 
Forrest, Tullahoma, N. C.; 5, Fort 
Benning, Columbus, Ga.; 6, Fort 
Wheeler, Macon, Ga.; and finale at 
Morrison Field, Feb. 7. Jolson, how- 
ever, may extend this route, in which 
case his 7-year-old son, Al, Jr., will 
not arrive here for the winter until 
some later date. However, Feb. 7 is 
the timé scheduled for his advent at 
which time Jolson moves into a new 
house the comedian just purchased 
here, 





Mitzi Green’s Route 

Mitzi Green last night (Tuesday) 
opened a two-week tour of Army 
camps in Virginia and Maryland. 
Debut date was at Fort Belvoir, Va» 
with the windup at Camp Lee, Va» 
on Feb. 3. Miss Green is guesting 
with the ‘Beachcombers of 1942’ unit 
on the ‘65’ camp circuit. She goes 
into rehearsal in Irving Caesars 
legiter, ‘My Dear Public,’ upon her 
return. 


Group of six men and five femmes, 
headed by James Melton and Francia 
White, all of whom appear on the 
Bell Telephone radio show, have 
volunteered their services to tour 
camps and will be booked by CSI. 
It’s understood Melton will provide 
transportation via a couple of sta- 
tion wagons. Troupe will be re- 
quired to stay within a limited areé 
of New York, as they must return 
each Monday for the radio show 
originated by WEAF. 

Melton is skedded to do a solo ap- 
pearance tomorrow (Thursday) night 
at Camp Francis E. Warren, Chey: 
enne, Wyo., and then come east for 
the tour. Group he’s taking out mm 
cludes Robert Hill, pianist, and 8 
male and: femme quartet. 
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Broadway 


Walter Huston coming east about 


a ¥ 
i Van and Sylvia Froos at the 
urricane. 

Forge Raft due in from Holly- 
wood this week., 

Jack Kennedy is now manager of 
La Hiff's Tavern. 

Adolph Zukor due back from the 
Coast end of this month. 

Charles Burke in advance of the 
San Carlo Opera company. 

The Oscar Hammersteins going ad, 
the Coast for indefinite stay. 

Songwriter Harry Owens in from 
the Coast for a week's vacation. 

Louis Nizer, film company attor- 
ney, home last week with grippe. 

Adolph Silverstein, formerly with 
Paramount, has joined the Hal Horne 
organization. =| 

Willard Alexander, head of Wil- | 
liam Morris agency band _depart- 
ment, bedded with cold. aah. re 

Rutgers Neilson, RKO publicity | 
chief, back at his desk last week 
after being bedded by flu. ; 

Leonard Gaynor has been appoint- 
ed eastern representative for Frank 
Lloyd, Universal producer. 

Ann Grosvenor Ayres has returned 
to the Carolina hills to write a series | 
of stories after Broadway visit. 

Merle Oberon, currently in New 
York, stopping off in New Orleans 
for defense show on way to the 

t. 
“ates Hayward due in from 
Coast for preem Monday (26) of Ben 
Hecht play, ‘Lily of the Valley.’ 

Bob Weitman was in Detroit to 
confer with Glenn Miller, who has 
been booked for»the Paramount. 

Arnold Horwitt joined press de- 
partment of the William Morris 
agency as assistant to Ira Steiner. 

Baron Polan, Leland Hayward of- 
fice, east with Pat O’Brien last week, 
planed back to Coast over weekend. 

Fred Meyers, Universal eastern 
sales chief, to Washington and other 
eastern key spots over the weekend. 

Frank P. Rosenberg, exploitation 
director for Columbia Pictures, to 
wed Thelma Dorfman, non-pro, in 
March. 

Y. Frank Freeman, here from the 
Coast, is having a luncheon-discus- 
sion with the trade press tomorrow | 
(Thurs, ). 

Norris Wilcox, United Artists’ of- | 
fice manager, who has been seriously | 
ill, left for Florida yesterday (—“ues- | 
day) to convalesce. 

Tom Waller made a flying trip to 
Miami Friday (16) to contact the} 
Max Fleischer studios, returning to | 
the Par h.o. Monday (19). 

Bernard Kreisler, Universal shorts | 
sales chief, off to Dayton, O., to at- 
tend world preem of ‘Cavalcade of 
Aviation,’ special on U.S. flying. 

Bert Stearn, United Artists’ new 
western division manager, returned | 
to his New York desk yesterday 
(Tuesday) from swing around mid- 
west branches. 

Harry Buxbaum, Jr., son of 20th’s 
metropolitan district sales manager, | 
passed all exams following enlist- 
ment in the navy and is waiting to 
be called for active duty. 

Harry Kalcheim, recently resigned 
as head of the Par stage-booking de- 
partment, left Friday (16) for a two 
weeks’ stay in Florida. Has not yet | 
decided on a new connection. 

David Rose and Judy Garland 
(Mrs. Rose) ended New York vaca- | 
tion and headed for Chicago. She'll | 
do two weeks of camp show dates 
before returning to Hollywood. | 











'as executive seoretary at the local | 


|a reproof the next day from Minister 


ieratic sheet, which the day before 


‘Candle in the Wind.’ Sam Stratton 
drum-beating ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 

Captain Ken Grimes, former WB 
manager here, in charge of all four 
theatres at Indiantown Gap (Pa.) 
army camp. — a Veronica Lake, local girl, vacation- 
ae" ne new singing protege, | ing here. 

u Olleanne, has adopted her : , ok j . ’ 
sponsor’s name. She'll be known as a mig ae beck in town. He's 


Ruth Bolton. 
Ruth Clayton, 5 O'Clock Club 
songstress, signed for Marden’s Ri- 


Miami Beach 


By Abel Green 











° ° viera, 
Philadelphia | Sherman Billingsley has a nephew 


bearing his name who does publicity | 





Fred Saar, Auditorium manager, 1" Miami. 
back after recuperating from an op-| Eunice Healey honeymooning with 
eration, 

Ruth Gordon replaced Sally Fisher | Palm revue. 

i : Major Albert Warner, who owns 

+ March of T ; ie estate Rut recuperating from 

sereen arcl ime€s/} bad ear ailment. 

When Air Raids Strike’ for defense Abe Lyman vamping ‘til ready 
officials last week. | with 

; si , golf, etc. before the Royal 

Variety Club, Tent 13, will dis- | Palm's new show preems 
tribute passes, good for all nabes, to |” “yy, eas bs 
: , sank. ee anager Ed Jouffret, long at the 
students at J. Willis Martin School Roney-Plaza. is now head : t 
for Crippled Children. tag, ao io 

Maurice H. Verbin, ad solicitor for " i nts mg Rig ee a 

° : : | 6 Jack Arkin an en Marden of the 
a eng elected prexy Showmen S| Riviera vacationing here; co-partner 
Gold ast week. Replaces Charles | sam Salvin reported ailing in N. Y. 
neg yay Be ne gu who | Mitten Ager, songsmith, wired his 

Mrs. Edna Carroll, chairman of the | pags Bo yee Bh i g te Tg 
State Censor board, has been named | worse than N y . 
chairman of the motion picture divi- G. Sedano (Brown and Sedano) 
oes or = United bg gy oer dancer, now has a terp studio here. 
Geel ae tee Souefen sectenos ood | Eos emer ae ine wie ot Sery 

ec 4 © ’ raay, racing official. 

Harry Weiner, of Columba. : ~ 
ee vom wae recs er ~ | (39) and the benets aerived over the 
imes campaign wi istripution of ; weekend. George Wood, who books, 
‘wishing wells.’ State headquarters | delayed by tonsilectomy. 
= or ry pa te eee | Joints like El Dumpo, the Rumpus 
(Jan. y Te chlanger, S-W | Room and kindred drop-in bars, with 
ao and wong 4 E. Samuelson, gen- | assorted entertainment, bidding for 
eral manager Eastern Atiied. I icki sient trade. 

Harold Senta” qrenamer of the ee ae ‘Water Follies,’ 
Stanley-Warner Diamond, recalled to| road company Aquacade, does big 
the Army. Bill Wolf, formerly of | every Sunday afternoon at the 
the Allegheny, replaces Brason.|mammoth Miami Biltmore pool. 
Andy Schechtman goes from the! Adelaide Moffett augments the 
Vernon to the Allegheny: Fred Boas,| Clover Club’s Copacabana Revue 
from the Manor to the Vernon, and which Monte Proser books down 
Wilbur Grant, former Universal! here. _ Nat 
booker, becomes manager of the | Clover. ; 
Manor. | Velero Sisters, one of whom is the 
| wife of Beachcomber p.a. Coleman 





| Jacoby (aide to Carl Erbe), arrived | 


Chica 0 here, probably opening at Clover 
g Club Feb. 1. 

Emile Boreo has a_ percentage 
|piece of the Casanova which Lou 


Warne Jones recuping from rheu- 
. sa taht ' ° Walters and Harry Heller operate 


matiz. 
Jack Kalcheim was hosted at 
bachelor dinner. } 
Charlie Miller visiting MCA office | 
after long stay in N, Y. 


a] topflight grosser to date. 

Jimmy Brink, who operates Look- 
out House, outside of Cincinnati at 
. : | Covington, Ky., surveying the local 

Sam Tishman handling indie film | scene . Chi vaude ma Bh lt Al 
exchange in Milwaukee. | Borde, also here o.o.ing talent. 

Bob Phillips and Lee Stone setting | Ex-Holland-Amerika Lines’ cruise- 
up talent agency as combo. director Bob Smith now assistant 

Frank Liberman, WB press dept.,| manager of the Macfadden-Deauville 
now with Army Signal Corps. under Warren Freeman. Hughie 

John Pollock received three $1,000 | Barrett's band holds forth here. 
defense bonds from John Golden as | 
a Christmas present. ._ |spending a busman’s holiday as 

Al Kvale, former presentation | guester of Joe Moss’ Frolic, while 
house m.c. and bandleader, up at|N. Y. Mirror columnist. Nick Kenny, 
Great Lakes Naval Station as direc-| dittoed for Kitty Davis’ Airliner. 
tor of the orchestra and band. | Boniface Walter Jacobs has booked 











| Tarleton hotel, and ex-maestro Bill 


- Steele, now Jacobs’ protege, is as- 
| Censorship 


sistant manager of the hotel under 
Jimmy Hitz. 

es Al Jolson, wintering at Lord Tarle- 
ton hotel, has gone native and rent- 
ed a Venetian Island house for next 








Continued from page 13 


of the Interior Miguel Culaciati that vear. Ben Bernie, who has been 
the Government wanted no ¢OMm-| paying local taxes for 11 years, is a 
ment, good or bad. daily visitor to the tracks .with Jol- 


Critica, most outspoken pro-demo- | son 
Nat Harris. ex-French Casino, N. Y.., 


. is boniface at the Clover Club where 
R ‘harged that the then-proposed rer’ ‘ 
Da NOES . ante Adelaide Moffett has just preemed. 


et: 7 . ve ras ¢ Vv by th . + 7 
tate of aseG wee 8 Pst = ee por Competitive songstress Gertrude 
government ‘to hush the clamor Of | w:ncen of the Newport Niesens 


|indignation caused by the fraudu-| heads the new Royal Palm show 


llent elections of San Juan and opening last night (Tues.). 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Mario and his Pan-American orch 
to Monaco’s, Cleveland, this week. 
Carl Ewing, of Mickey Ross orch, 
engaged to Ellen Cummings here. 

Mary Bakos, of Oasis Club staff. 
and Bob Gibson married last week. | 

Walt Framers, both on WWSW 
staff, expect the stork this summer 
Buddy Fisher shelves his tap shoes 
shortly for Uncle Sam's heavier bro- 
ans. 

Joe Rubin. well known in cafe 
Circles, at the Veterans’ hospital, 
Aspinwall. 

— se McCurdy, local gal in 
18 O Fun,’ screen-tested by bo 
M-G and Rep. wien 

ed Blake postcards from Miami 
at he went south for the winter 
and is getting it. 
@, aut -Fox tossed a press reception | 
Sunday nite (18) for Annabella, here | 
in “Blithe Spirit.’ 
ee Ross, Pittsburgh baritone, | 
atest addition to Maurice Spitalny’s | 
ap Time’ show. 
Jackie Heller back at his Yacht | 
lub after’ an engagement at the | 
i¢ Toc, Montreal. 
igammy Roen quitting WB pub- | 
tty department to become p.a. for | 
aron Elliott’s band. 
pywancy Steigerwalt returns to the 
in yhouse next week for femme lead 
woh a Mrs. North.’ 
Cc ayhouse cast chipping in | 
o Be Defense Bond and raffling | 
Vie ons themselves. 
one af Madrid em loyes presented | 
a their bosses, Mike Merra, with 
ver set for a wedding gift. | 
‘Macbeth en goes out ahead of | 
duction when Maurice Evans pro- | 
ill leaves N. Y. for the road. 
Fields in town ahead. of. ! 


|Buenos Aires Provinces’, pulled in Els 


/and what material they shall carry, | 
'what kind of meetings and _ per- 


ie Janis’ niece, Deane Janis, at 
its horns and said nothing more. the Vanderbilt hotel’s Pago Pa £0 
Nix Mass Meeting Room (Jack Dempsey is out, so it’s 

Second immediate effect of the de- ; "0 longer the Dempsey-Vanderbilt) 


. 'and Bing Crosby's niece, Anne 
cree was the banning by the gov- > 


Crosby, at Jeff's Club, give their 


lernment of- a mass meeting set for famed relatives plenty of billing 


Luna Park sports arena to honor | pere. 


| President Roosevelt. Leading stage Much grapevine antipathy to 
and screen personalities had been set hostelries like the Versailles and 
to appear and a message from F.D.R. | their prejudicial policy The ‘reser- 
had been received which the U.S. vations by reference line in the aa 
' ; ; +. for the opening of new Gulfstream 
ambassador was to read Rep rts | Boom ite, Mere Amn WeCahs 
cabled to the U.S., that calling off ohatin os Leroy and Chas. Murra’ 
the meeting was construed by many | hand - especially ridic chi-ch 
as a slap, so disturbed government | affectatio1 
officials that for the first time in No longer ‘the Crying Goldma 
'months Dr. Culiaciati invited cor-| Al Goldman has bowed out of Ruby 
respondents to his office to explain Foo's which Lou Weiner now — 
ates solely, and has opened the 


that the ban on the meeting was just couse of u-ancha, hieter chow- 
part of the general ban and meant asiners in the feeniovable dist 
nothing personal against the USS. street sector of the Beach Jack 
President. {Goldman still operates Hickory 
Belief existed in many quarters,| House and does the food catering 
nevertheless, that the state of siege,| to the Casanova and other clubs as 
by which Acting President Castillo | well. 
Was given quasi dictatorial powers, 
was going to mean a lot more before 
long. Under these powers he has the 
right to determine without appeal 
what radio stations shall operate 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Sol G. Lebedoff. independent cir- 
cuit owner, bedded by flu 
formances can be held in theatres, Louis Phillips, Paramount home 
what kind of pictures can and cannot | office legal staff, in town. 
be shown and can take action Katharine Cornell and ‘Life with 
against newspapers which violate | Father’ due soon at Lyceum. 
decrees. In the words of Razon,| Bill Evidon, Columbia office man- 
newspaper closest to Castillo, which ager, passing out cigars—it’s a boy. 
had an exclusive on the decree, the * 
state of siege means ‘an indefinite | #054" 
suspension of the rights and guaran- | Leo Sahlkin. of William Morris 
tees’ of the Argentine Constitution, | pice, Chicago, here contacting ac- 
which is modeled after the U.S. Con- | eounts. 
stitution. ' Casper Choinard, United. Artists’ 


Arena engagement March 


| Al White, Jr., who put on the Royal | 


Royal Palm’s show debuts Tuesday | 


Harris operating the | 


|} jointly with their Latin Quarter, | 


Jack White, of New York Club 18. | 


{| Johnny Walsh’s band into his Lord | 


‘Ice Follies of 1942’ scheduled for | 


j 
| Salesman, recovering from major 
| operation. 

President E. L. Peaslee of North- 
|; west Allied recovering from major 
operation. 

Shan Baker, localite, to wed 
Norah Gale of the Dorothy Lewis 
‘Ice-capades.’ 

Joe Stern, Majestic exchange 
|owner and ‘Bank Night’ distributor, 
on the sick list. 

Paramount sent out invitations to 


building this week. 
to make plans for Minnesota State 


Fair, Aug. 29 to Sept. 7. 
Eddie Cochran, formerly of Warner 


Brothers and now in the Army, 


married while here on furlough. 


cuit owner, accompanied by sisters, 

motoring to Mexico for vacation. 
Company headed by Dave Gill- 

man, operating modified burlesque at 


Gayety, has purchased the property. | 


Vandals broke into Deluxe. indie 
nabe theatre, threw two bottles and 
card table through screen, narrowly 
missing sound equipment. 


William J. McNally, Tribune part | 


owner, columnist, playwright and 
| novelist, reviewing legit roadshow 
| attractions again after Jaying off for 
| years. 

| Lou Berman, transferred from Chi- 
cago, new Universal office manager, 
succeeding Sol Yeager, who resigned 
to become an RKO salesman _ in 
Omaha. 





Mexico City 


By Douglss L. Grahame 


| Sofia Alvarez, the singer-dancer. 
| back from an engagement in Puerto 
| Rico. 

| Alonso Sordo Noriega, radio news- 
| sportscaster at local station XEQ 
| (50.000 watts), has become father of 

a son, 

Home of Augustin Lara, song- 
| writer, burglarized with hoss of $2.000 

(Mex, about $500 U.S.) shortly after 
| his return from a long sojourn in 
South America. 

Novice ay ml Angel Inzuna, who 
| dovyled for Tyrone Power in ‘Blood 
j}and Sand,’ and Rosita Hernandez, 
clerk in a local American depart- 
ment store, married. 

Pedro Galindo writing the music 
for ‘La Rosa del Caribe’ (Caribbean 
Rose’), new pic of i“auricio de la 
Serna. Latter. on the side, manages 
tthe swanky Cine Teatro Alameda. 

frontline cinema. 
| Marco-Aurelio Galindo completing 
translation of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
for the first Mexican pic version of 
the Shakespearean classic. He is to 


do it for Cinematografica Magda, | 


S. A., this winter. 

Gabriel Soria, winner of five gold 
medals in Mexico as a director-pro- 
ducer, started pic, ‘Casa de Mujeres’ 
(‘House of Women’), at the Azteca 
studios. Gaby Macias and Luz Maria 
Nunez head the cast. 

Emilio Fernandez, maker of ‘La 


Isla de la Pasion’ (‘Passion Island’). | 


pic story of Clipperton Island, ready- 
ing a film biog of Gen. Jose Maria 
Morelos, the priest who was a hero 
of Mexico’s war of independence, 
1810-1821. 

Two colored boys are sockos of the 
show ‘Cantinflas’ (Mario Moreno) 
ace tramp comic, and Ramon Reachi 
ire presenting at the Teatro Follies 


Bergeres here. They are Willie How- | 
t 


‘lls, American harmonicist. who reg- 
llarly stops the show, and Oscal 
Lopez, Cuban baritone. 

Pedro Vargas, stage-radio tenor 


ened to sing with Miliza Korjus 


‘Caballerias de la Emperat 

(‘KXnights of the Empress’), pic story 
to music. of the Empress Carlotta 
Miguel Contreras Torres starts it 


hortly. After this assignment, Var- 
gas goes to Cuba for a three-week 
booking. 


| $.A.’s N.Y. News| 
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neg ive At t ime t r 
I S sn twave t 
pia 16 l A 
er stations picking tl 
of the air and rebroad ting or 
longwave. It was likewise sent fron 
Rio to Buenos Alres by polnt-to 
int and rebroadcast from there 
rt and longwave for statioi to 


pick up and rebroadcast on long 

ave 

Canel was followed on the air by 
President Vargas of Brazil. who 
opened the confab. He spoke in 
Portuguese and as he was doing so 
his voice was faded into the back- 
ground while Canel translated into 
Spanish for the rest of South Amer- 
, ica, 

Sumner Welles, U. S. Undersecre- 
tary of State, spoke a few minutes 
later in English. His voice, before it 
was relayed out again from New 
York, was faded down as an an- 
nouncer in Radio City simultaneously 
read a translation in Spanish. 

CBS sent Robert Unanue, of its 
New York Spanish staff, down and 
he gave resumes of the speeches 
later. His voice was carried up to 
New York by IT&T facilities and re- 
layed south by CBS shortwave trans- 


ary 
milters 


formal opening of its new exchange | 


State Agricultural Society meeting | 


Harry Dickerman, independent cir- | 





Hollywood 


Kent Taylor laid up with flu. 

Diana Barrymore in town for her 
film debut. 

Norman Millen recovering from 
minor surgery. 

Alan Gordon hospitalized for a 
throat operation. 


Tyrone Power heads the Red Cross 
drive at 20th-Fox. 

_ Brian Donlevy te Death Valley to 
inspect his gold mine. 

Joseph Bernhard in from New York 
for conferences at Warners. 

Judy Canova to Charlotte, N. C, 
for an exhibitors’ convention. 
| Robert Palmer resigned after six 
years as casting director at RKO. 

Leon Erro! and Jane Wyatt to Ok- 
lahoma City for the ‘March of Dimes.’ 

Gary Cooper and Robert Taylor 
| back from big game hunt in Mexico. 

Ted Reed resumed his director job 
at Paramount after several months’ 
| illness. 

Milton Brown returned to Metro's 
publicity department after a year's 
illness. 

William T. Johnson heading Para- 
mount adveftising department's radio 
division. 

Gene Tierney’s illness stopped 
shooting on ‘Rings On Her Fingers’ 
at 20th-Fox. 
| Harry Hammond Beall left the Am- 
, bassador Hotel to return to his own 
| publicity agency. 

Mare Lawrence to Mexico City to 
| play in a native picture for Nacio- 
| nale Mejicano Cinema. 

Lon Chaney motoring through 
Montana, Idaho and Wyoming look- 
ing for a ranch to buy. 
| Johnny Mack Brown left for a 
| Stage tour of 10 southern states, 
| opening in Kingsport, Tenn. 

Cecil B. deMille appointed chair- 
; man of the film and radio division of 
= Red Cross blood donor service. 








Harry Byram in from Uruguay, 
; Where he jis general manager for 
| Metro. to sit in on studio huddles. 
| Stephen Siesinger arrived from the 
east to close a deal on the film rights 
for the newspaper strip, ‘Red Rvder.’ 

John M. Hull, R.A.F. pilot officer, 
| checked in at Universal as technical 
'advisor on Walter Wanger's ‘Eagle 
| Squadron.’ 

Variety Club reopens headquarters 
| of Los Angeles tent in the Ambassa- 
dor hotel Feb. 12 after $38,000 re- 
modeling job. 

Myrna Loy signed Victor Fleming. 
Spencer Tracy, John Garfield and 
Frank Morgan to pay $10 a month 
each for ‘Bundles for Bluejackets.’ 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Ear] and Fortune at the Club Con- 
tinental. Hotel Jefferson. 

Rex Williams, manager of Loew’s, 
selected for Civilian Defense duties, 

Viadimir Horowitz, Russian pianist, 
clicked as euest artist with the St. 
Louis symph orch. 

George Rixner, manager Fanchon 
& Marco’s Missouri theatre, enlisted 
in the U. S. coast guard. 

Fanchon & Marco has closed a 
deal with Paramount for the St 
Louis first runs during the 1941-42 
season 


Ralph Landnaes. formerly booker 


n Loew’s Cleveland, O., office. now 
vith the U. S. Army Picture Service 
ranch h ; 

The Maffit unit of St Louis 
Amusement Co. damaced by fire 
Nov. 29, has been condemned by the 
Department of Safety 

Pete Nepati, manager of Lincoln 
and Strand, Frisina Amusement 
Circuit houses .in Robinson. Il., re- 
covered from an appendectomy 


3ranch recruiting office for the 
U.S.N. established in the lobbv of 


the Fox theatre in midtown Clyde 
Brown, house manager, arranged tie 
up 
Former Circuit Judge Wesley Me- 
Afee, who. as AAA arbitrator. ruled 
t Victor B. Thien, owner of 
P theatre eekir c! rance 
f va | F< P 
é ‘ } $5 fe. 
r Tt ! 
* 
Kansas City 
By John Quinn 
Jon Yost. Terrace Grill announcer. 


battling strep throat. 

Elmer Rhoden to New York for 
meeting of National Theatre execs. 

Jack Stewart, general manager of 
KCMO, in New York City on busi- 
ness. 

Bob Haley, Orpheum theatre pub- 
licity director, recalled to the Army 
with the over 28 group. 

John Thorpe, Orpheum theatre 
treasurer, back on the job after a 
week’s tussle with the flu. 

Green Hills club north of town in 
Clay county went dark last week, 
announcing reopening in spring. 

Phyllis Lynne resuming singing 
chores with Russ Morgan band after 
missing dates because of laryngitis. 

John Bondeson, publicity chief at 
WREN, Lawrence, Kansas, in town 
for meeting with Order of DeMolay 
Legionnaires. 

George Wald and orchestra leaving 
Terrace Grill to play for Tower 
Petroleum Co. annual parties in 
| Dallas and Houston 
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OBITUARIES 


CAROLE LOMBARD : 

Carole Lombard, 32, film star, was’ 
killed in an airplane crash in the | 
Nevada mountains Jan. 16, which} 
claimed 21 other lives, including her | 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Peters, and} 
Otto Winkler, Metro publicist. Fur-| 
ther details on page 3. 


WILLIAM G. VAN SCHMUS 

William G. Van Schmus, 66, died 
Jan. 14 at St. Luke’s hospital, New 
York, of a heart attack which fol-| 
lowed a cardiac condition dating | 
back three years. 

Further details in film section. 








FRED FISHER 


Fred Fisher, 65, publisher and, 
gongwriter, died Jan. 14 by hanging | 
himself in his New York home. 

Further details in the music | 
section. 


EDWARD G. COOKE | 
Eddie Cooke, around 75, died Fri- 
day (16) in New York of tuberculosis 
of the intestines. 
Details in the legit section. 





EUGENE Le MOYNE CONNELLY | 


Eugene LeMoyne Connelly, 69, 
veteran Pittsburgh showman, died at 
his home here early Sunday morn- 
ing (18) of a heart attack. He had 
been suffering from a slight cold last 
week but was well enough on Satur- 
day night to have friends in for a 
bridge game and he had planned to | 
return to his office Monday (19) | 
morning. 





An intimate and associate of both| join the Finch Telecommunications 


the late Harry Davis and John P. | 
Harris, who together founded the) 
Davis and Harris theatrical enter-| 
prises in Pittsburgh, it was Connelly, | 
in 1906, who, then working as a| 
publicity man for Davis and Harris, | 
invented the word ‘nickelodeon’ only | 
the night before that the first film| 
theatre in the U. S. opened in the} 
Smokey City. But perhaps it was as) 
director of the Davis theatre, when| 
that house was one of the keys in the} 
vast Keith-Albee two-a-day vaude-| 
ville domain, that Connelly best be-| 
came known to several successive | 
generations of show people. The} 
great of show world all knew him 
as a man who would harbor no dirt} 
on his stage, and his ‘elimination 
sheets’ following an opening per-) 
formance on a Monday afternoon be- | 
came well known. There was never 
any appeal either from Connelly’s 
ruling. Performers abided by his} 
rulings or they were promptly can- 
celled. 

After several eatly years in news- 
paper work, during which time he 
scored a beat for the Alex Moore’s 
old Pittsburgh Leader in being one 
of the first reporters to reach the 
scene of the Johnstown Flood, the)! 
official history of which he later} 
helped compile, Connelly entered | 
show business 35 years ago as public- | 
ity man for the Harry Davis Enter- 
prises, an organization controlling 
most of Pittsburgh’s theatres at that 
time. Two years later he became 
general manager and remained with 
the Stanley Company when it took 
over the Davis holdings. In 1927, 
Connelly left the Stanley setup to 
become one of the active operating 
heads of the Harris circuit, in which 
he had been a vicepresident since it 
was organized. When the Harris 


houses were taken over by Warners} 


in 1931, Connelly retired from show 


business and since then had operated 


his own public relations office. 


He was also one of the first man-| 


agers of the Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra. Connelly leaves his 
widow and daughter, Virginia Con- 
nelly Kaufman, wife of Louis L. 


Kaufman, local lawyer and radio an- 


nouncer. 
TRUMAN H. TALLEY 

Truman Hughes Talley, 50, execu- 
tive vice-president of Movietone 
News, Inc. died in New York, 
Jan. 18. 

Talley, former newspaperman, 
turned to newsreel production in 
1922. He became prominent as a 
producer of documentary films also, 
one of his best being a compilation 
from official sources of ‘The First 
World War,’ edited by Laurence 
Stallings. 

Joining Fox News, subsequently 
20th-Fox Movietone News, as foreign 
editor, he became director-in-chief 
and served as William Fox's special 
representative when the Fox enter- 
prises were being reorganized. 

Following advent of sound, Talley 
organized Movietone subsidiaries 


abroad, including British Movietone 
News, London; Actualities Fox Par- 


'died early Monday morning (19) of 


b iciiies in and around northern 


lantes, Paris; the London News Reel 
Theatre; Fox Tonende Wochenschau, 
Berlin; Notiziario, Italy; Noticiario, 
Spain; Fox Novosti, Poland and the | 
Balkans; Fox Nieuws, Holland; Novi- | 
ades, Portugal; Australasian Movie- 
tone News, and others in Canada, | 
South America and the Orient. 
Talley held decorations from the 
French Government—the Legion of 
Honor and the Maginot Line Service 
Medal. Surviving are his widow, a 
son, a daughter, and a brother, Vic- 
tor, of the New York Times staff. 











ALBERT F. TOWLE 
Albert Frederick Towle, 50, died , 
Jan. 17 in St. Mary’s Hospital, De- | 
troit, following a long illness. Un- | 
der the name of ‘Nosey de Cop,’ he 
worked solo, chiefly at fairs, police 
and firemen’s field days and became 
widely known because at many of 
these places he operated the ‘lost 
children’s’ tent, keeping them 
amused with his clown antics. 
Father of six children, his illness 
resulted in the family becoming im- 
poverished, and four of his children 
were put in an orphanage in Detroit. 
Because thousands of folks knew 
‘Nosey de Cop,’ a collection was 
taken up to provide him with decent 
burial. 





RUSSELL L. FERGUSON 
Russell L. (Fergie) Ferguson, 51, | 
who had worked in various man- 
agerial or sales capacities around 
radio for 15 years, died at his sister’s 
home in Bloomington, Iowa, of a 
throat ailment Dec. 22. He was to 


Corp. in Passaic, N. J., this month. 
Ferguson’s connections included 
NBC in Chicago; WLW, Cincinnati; ! 
WINS, N. Y., and the National Re 
search Bureau of Chicago. 
Surviving besides the sister is his 
mother, 





FRED SUMNER 


Fred Sumner, 66, veteran vaude- 
ville and legit actor, died early last 
week in a New York hospital after 
an illness of a month. 

Sumner starred in George Kelly’s 
‘Sketches’ in vaude. He headlined 
in ‘The Showoff’ for six years, Kelly 
later expanding the vaude sketch to 
a full-length comedy hit for Broad- 
way. 

Widow, Maydel Turner, vet legit 
actress: two. sisters and_ three 
brothers survive. 





LADDIE SEAMAN 
Laddie Seaman, 23, radio actor, 


carbon monoxide poisoning in the 
garage of his home in Great Neck, 


‘composition of many Russian folk 


New Jersey. 
His widow, Hattie, also known in 
show business, survives. 





DAME MARIA KARINSKA 
Dame Maria Karinska, 56, Russian 
Imperial Court singer during the 
reign of Czar Nicholas, died in New 
Westminster, B.C., Canada, Jan. 14. 





She was honored with the title of | Jen. 17, in Las Veges, Cal. Bride is 
| stage actress: he is screen writer. 


Dame by the Czar for war activities 
in last conflict and was credited with 


songs, 





JEAN CAMPBELL 

Jean Campbell, 47, in private life 
Mrs. Harold J. Everts, musical com- 
edy performer, known as the ‘Mid- 
night Girl’ of the 1915 Ziegfeld 
‘Follies,’ died in Hackensack, N. J., 
Monday (12). She last appeared on 
Broadway in 1919 in ‘Maytime.’ 

Her husband, retired actor, and a 
brother survive. 





HARRY CHAMPION 
Harry Champion, 76, British stage 
comedian, died in a London nursing 
home Jan. 14. Champion, a cockney 
dialect comic, was a great music hall 
favorite during the last war. He 
emerged from a few years of retire- 
ment to appear in a musical at the 

Palladium, London, in 1932. 





OTTO F. MOSER 
Otto F. Moser, 75, Cleveland cafe 
man known to many in the theatrical 





Cleveland Cheese Club, composed | 
largely of theatrical people, head- 
quartered in Mosers cafe. 

Surviving are a brether and two 
sisters. 





LIGIA DI GOLCONDA 

Ligia di Golconda, 58, outstanding 
star of Mexican pictures during the 
Silent era, died in Mexico City re- 
cently. 

She recently returned to Mexico 
from a long sojourn in South 
America. 





ELIZABETH H. McCLOSKEY 

Mrs. Elizabeth Hayward Mc- 
Closkey, 70, retired film actress, died | 
Jan. 8 in Hollywood. A stage player | 
in her younger days, deceased en- 
tered pictures 22 years ago. 





MRS. FRED DUPREZ 
Florence Matthews, 60, Australian 


profession, died in Cleveland Jan. 14. |, 





stage actress, widow of Fred Duprez, 
comedian, and mother of’ June! 
Duprez, British and American film 
actress, died in Melbourne, Australia, 
Jan. 15. 





CLARENCE D. SLATER 
Clarence D. Slater, 54, stage man- 
ager at Columbia studio, died Jan. | 
10 in Hollywood after a long illness. | 
Before moving to California 23 years | 
ago he had been active in theatrical | 
circles in the east. 





JOSEPH A. HOPFENBERG 





N. Y. He was a regular on the ‘Pep- 
per Young’ program and appeared 
frequently on many other shows. His 
real name was Stauffer Ulrich Ste- 
phenson. 

Further 
tion, 


details in the Radio sec- 


OTTO WINKLER 

Otto Winkler, 38, publicity man at 
Metro for four years and former Los 
Angeles Examiner police reporter, 
died Jan. 16 in the airplane crash 
that killed Carole Lombard, whom 
he had accompanied on her trip to 
Indianapolis. 

Winkler is survived by his widow, 
the former Jill Jordan, film player, 
whom he married two years ago. 
Further details in film section. 


DENNIS COONEY 

Dennis Cooney, 63, who operated 
the now-closed Royale Frolics Cafe 
in Chicago, died of uremic poison- 
|ing Jan. 19 in Chicago. Cooney had 
been one of Chicago’s key figures of 
the vice and prohibition era. 
| Cooney closed the Frolics two 
|}years age after operating it for 
years, at what ke claimed to be a 
loss, just to amuse his friends. 

Burial in Chicago. 





BERNARD McGILL 

Bernard McGill, 50, director of 
photography in early motion pic- 
tures, died Jan. 11 in Los Angeles 
after a long,illness. Pioneer with 
the camera, he won an academy 
award for his work in ‘Svengali’ in 
1935. He had been associated with 
Fox in the old days, later with War- 
ners and more recently with 20th- 
Fox. 

Surviving are his widow and a 
daughter. 





A. JOHNNY MACK 
A. Johnny Mack, old-time legit 
manager and press agent, died in 
Newark, N. J., Dec. 21. In recent 
years Mack was connected with 





Joseph A. Hopfenberg, 51, 
| dent of Pennant Products, Inc.. ex- | 
| porters of films and radio sets to 
| South America, died in New York, | 
| Jan. 17, 

Widow, daughter and son survive. 


presi- | 


John Reaper, 80, formerly oper- 
ated a film theatre in Monroe, Mich.., 
| died there Jan. 14 after a long ill- | 
| ness. 
| Widow, daughter and son survive. 





| Michael Schorr, father of Hor- | 
|tense and Jose Schorr, both of Co- | 
|lumbia Pictures’ home office pub- | 


ling him all the way to Los Angeles. 


} into my voice when I sing th 
| Spangled Banner,’ 


la concert in 
| night. 


|} papers and daily is expecting a sum- 


| I told 
| Federal attorney’s office, I was given 


licity department, died in New York | 


Sunday (18). 
| 





Frank A. Gordon, 53, bandsman., 


died Jan. 11 of pneumonia in Mans- 
field, O., leaving a brother and a 
| sister. 





Fred C. Andrews, 
writer at KSTP, St. 
died. 
nesota graduate. 


i 
Paul, 


24, news 
recently 





Mother, 76, of Minerva Pious, the 
radio actress, died Jan. 13 in Bridge- 
port, Conn. 





Mrs. Esther Lipton, 82, mother of 
Sari Sarnoff, died in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Jan. 16. 





Mother, 73, of Bianca Stroock, died 
in New York Jan, 18. Lawrence, a 
son, also survives. 





James G. Drewitz, stage electrician 
at the Biltmore, New York, died in 
Asbury Park, N. J., Jan. 14. 





Floyd Avery, son of actress Faith 
Avery, has joined the Army Air 
Corps and has started pilot training 
in California. Miss Avery, whose last 
Broadway appearance was with 
Wa'ter Hampden, has been ill for the 
last two years in New York, 





He was a University of Min- | 


| 


| morning STWAoliner 


} 
| 


| 
| 


———— 











MARRIAGES 


Betty Field to Elmer Rice, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., Jan. 16, Bride is stage 
and screen actress; he’s the play- 


Payroll Traffic 


Continued from page 33 


wright. comes musical director in swj 
, i te 
Tommy Adams to Lyle Talbot, in| that makes Charles Siverson be. 
Kansas City, Jan. 17. Bride 18) gram director of both WHAM and 
dancer; groom is stage and screen ‘FM’ WS5IR. Siverson lays aside his 
player. 


baton to handle the executive post, 

San Jose—Dave Vaile, who Te. 
cently came from Denver to join 
the KFRC announcer staff, switched 
this week to KQW, new CBS outlet, 


Jane Cowan to Robert Chapin, 


Margaret Joyce to Clinton Sund- 
berg, Jan. 18, in New York. Both are 
actors in the New York company of 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 





Wichita, Kas.—Recent additions to 
staff of radio station KANS include 
Paul Wilson, newscaster from Jack- 
son, Miss.; Margaret Watts, con. 
tinuity writer formerly with KWBW, 
Hutchinson, and Harold Smith, 
formerly with Wichita Beacon. 

Station has lost Drake Bingham, 
Roy Swafford and Martin Bass to 
army. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Hal James, son, Jan. 
16, in New York. Father is local 
program supervisor for the Compton 
agency; mother recently resigned as 
casting director for the same firm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ewing. 
daughter, in Chicago, Jan 13. Father 
is with NBC Central Division Radio 
Recording Dept.; mother is former 
secretary to Harry Kopf, NBC, v.p. 

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Gray, son, 
Jan. 17, in Santa Monica, Cal. Father 
is actor-playwright; mother is daugh- 
ter of Frank Lloyd, film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Dugan, son, 
Jan. 14, in Queens, N. Y. Mother 
now in Queens Memorial Hospital, 
but baby was born en route in 
Dugan’s auto. Father is with Music 
Corp. of America. 





Philadelphia.—Harry B. Watton 
has been named assistant director 
at WCAU. For the past two years 
he was principal examiner for the 
Pennsylvania Department of Bank- 
ing. 

Harry Schlegel is new press agent 
for WPEN. He succeeds Ira Walsh 
now radio co-ordinator for the Fed- 
eral Civilian Health program. 

Hal S. Lamb, formerly of the A. H, 
Dorsey ad agency, now a4 member of 
the KYW sales staff. 











New Haven—Bart Healy and Nor. 
man Simmons joined WELI technical 
Staff replacing George Dlugos and 
Owen McCabe. 


Airlines 


Continued from page 2 





fectly valid reasons hidden in the 
aeronautical business deck. 
The Lombard Repercussions 

Many of the companies operating 
motorized clouds hither and yon fear 
that the Carole Lombard tragedy 
might cause grave decreases in the 
number of theatrical people, particu- 
larly Hollywoodians, traveling the 
airlanes. They were considerably 
buoyed, however, when the reports 
came through that, in his rush to 
get to his bride’s mountain bier, 
Clark Gable used an airliner. The 
cold, hard logic of the safety of air- 
planes as compared with the safety 
of all other media of transportation 
wili overcome the superstitions of 
show folk, the aerial execs hope. 

Byron Foy held a seat reservation 


Denver — Edward Clinkenbeard, 
KFEQ, St. Joseph, Mo., has been 
added to engineering staff at KLZ. 

Tor Torland, KOA news staff, has 
joined the British ambulance corps 
in North Africa. 

Don McCaig, traffic manager at 
KFEL three years, moves to KLZ 
in the same job, succeeding Arthur 
Wuth. 

Cecil Seavey is promoted at KFEL 
to the traffic manager post. 


Scranton, Pa.— Kenneth Beghold, 
former program director of WBAX, 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. has been ap- 
pointed to a similar capacity with 
WARM, Scranton, succeeding Hal 
Barton. He has been at various times 





for last night’s (20) westbound with WCrO, Cincinnati; WIEM, 

as Bnts ves '@ | Jackson, Mich.. 7, ; 
Transcontinental & Western Ajr ‘ ch., and WXYZ, Detroit, 
stratoliner, with ticket stubs mark- 





New York City. — Jack Wyatt, 
go ‘S<"*”: | formerly a member of the NBC pro- 
I'm going to put an extra ‘push | duction staff, has joined WNEW, New 
Ao 5, Pe ncal | York, as production and program 
were the parting | assistant to Bill McGrath, 

words of Nino Martini as he left New| Jack Dowling, former announcer at 


, 


| York on a United Air Lines plane for | WAAT, Jersey City, has joined an- 


Denver Saturday (17) | 


nouncing staff of WWRL, New York, 

a ue eae te Three engineers have resigned from 
The Italian-born singer explained | WWRL in the last several weeks. 

why. Years ago he took out his first George Heuther left to join the CBS 

. : | Shortwave department, Jack Trapkin 

mons to court to take his oath of | also went to work for CBS and 

allegiance as a Yankee-doodle boy. | Philip Krieger took a Government 

Still, under wartime regulations, he | engineering job. 

is classed as an enemy alien, and be- | 

fore he could buy his ticket 


: me. from | Hamilton, Ont. — Les Donaldson, 
the Mainliner line he had to get a/formerly employed at the station’s 
Federal okay to travel. He said: ‘When | transmitter, has been shifted to the 


| 
my story downtown at the | studio engineering staff of CKOC, 
| Hamilton. Don MacMillan replaces 
the most courteous attention POSs- | at the transmitter. Dave Robbins, 
sible—and permission. It made me |former news editor and publicity 
proud to think that soon I will be/man, has joined the RCASF. His 
a citizen, That is why I'm £0in8 | news editorship has been taken over 
to put an extra push into my voice | by Perce LeSeur, sports writer and 
when I sing the ‘Star-Spangled Ban-| news commentator, while the pub- 


wr | licity and merchandising assignments 
_ After the Denver concert the} have been assumed by Lloyd West- 
Singer had to fly southward to keep | moreland. ‘ 

a Miami date last night (20) and | sediiatomes 


one at Fort Lauderdale tonight (21).| San Antonio—Jim Wiggins forme 
| a 5 : 
) erly of station KFDM, Beaumont has 
Joined the announcing | staff of 
KABC. Wiggins replaced Jim Ralph 
who has rejoined the army. 


Katie as ‘Mrs. Craig’ 


Katharine Hepburn was in from | 
the Coast Satdee (17) aboard the 
from L. A. 
Flying under the name of ‘Mrs. Sam 


Craig,’ for a reason no one prob- Nashville — Bill Round replaces 
| ably cares about, Miss Hepburn was George Stump as bgp iene! . 
almost as amiable as the motion pic- WSIX. Stump has joined staff of 
ture stars who are considered hu- WJZM, Clarksville, Lag announces 
man by the working press. A de-|2"@ continuity writer. George 


Reeves takes over former announc- 
ing duties of Andy Ritchie at WSIX. 
Reeves comes from KCRC, Enid, 
Okla. 


light to the TWA crew on the way 
here, the gal even insisted on mak- 
ing up her own berth. On arrival, 
instead of playing her customary 
hide-and-seek game to see if any 
nasty photographers or reporters 
were about, Miss Hepburn popped off 
the plane considerably ahead of her 
fellow passengers. 

Miss Hepburn’s previous vandal- 
ism against common courtesy paid 
dividends, however, She was greeted 
by two newspapermen who stood 
with their pencils in their pockets 
and a photographer who hadn’t 
bothered to put a plate in his 
camera. 


Charleston, S. C.—Robert W. Barn- 
well, formerly with Batton, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn, New York, has 
joined Charleston News & Courier 
and its station, WTMA. 





Washington—Richard Kinkroum is 
the new program director of WJSV, 
filling the shoes of Lloyd Dennis, 
called to active duty by the Navy: 





Boston-—-Stuart Novins has bee? 
: appointed to succeed Howell Cul 
Irene Rich was off to L. A. the|jinan as WEEI new editor. since the 
TWA way on Friday (16) and Boake | latter reported for active duty in the 
Carter Mainlinered to Chicago Sun-/¥U. S. Navy as a lieutenant com- 








day (18), mander. 
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Lombard’s Tragic End 








SS 


—— 


<ioning their seats to the 

— wg ‘tis Lombard, her 
an and Winkler, continued the 
em the absence of any Official 
sapements of the probable cause of 
the crash, what transpired aboard 
the airliner after a brief stop at 
Las Vegas, 300 miles east of Los 
Angeles, is unknown. The plane, 
in command of Wayne Williams, an 
xperienced pilot with more than 

1 000 hours of flying, was seen by 
come witnesses to dip sharply. In 
a few moments there was a crash on 
the side of Table Mountain, a flash 
of flame, and a column of smoke, 
which kung over the scene for some 
nOUTS: tit Side of Mountain 
Rescue parties encountered great 

difficulties in reaching the shattered 
plane, which had struck the crest of 
a hill and then plunged head-on 
jnto the face of the mountain. 
Wreckage was strewn over a wide 


area. Identification of victims was 





_— 


Helped Crash Victim 





Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Among many kindly acts by 
Carole Lombard which have 
come to light within past sev- 
eral days was her concern for 
the welfare of Pat Drew, studio 
electrician, who was crippled 
in an airplane accident several 
years ago. 

Drew was a passenger on an 
eastbound plane which crashed 
near Kansas City. He was hos- 
pitalized for months and on his 
discharge no one would hire him. 
Miss Lombard, who had met 
him on the set before his acci- 
dent, insisted that a clause in 
her starring contracts should 
provide for Drew’s employment. 





Continued from page 2 





difficult. Two other women, besides 
Miss Lombard and her mother, were 
killed. They were Mrs. Lois Hamil- 
ton, 23, of Lincoln Park, Mick., wife 
of Lieut 
Field, and Alice Getz, 25, of Ke- 
wanee, IIl., the plane’s hostess. 


Report of the accident reached 
Los Angeles early Friday evening. 
Gable chartered a plane and flew 
immediately to Las Vegas. Rescue 
parties had begun to scale the 
mountain. At noon on Saturday 
Gable started for the scene. Soon 
after, a report that the wreck had 
been located and all aboard the 


plane were dead was communicated | 


to the base. 

Daily press accounts of the trag- 
edy commanded Page One locations 
throughout the nation. Incidents 
leading to the decision by the ac- 


tress to return to California by 
piane from Indianapolis were 
Stressed in newspaper stories. The 


N Y. Times reported, in a special 
dispatch from the Indiana capital, 


that Mrs. Peters, a student of num- 


erology, had expressed premonition 
before their departure. She is said 
to have exclaimed: 

‘Carole, we must not take t'git 
plane.’ It was also reported that 
Winkler didn’t want to fly, then lost 
the flip of a coin with Miss Lom- 
bard on whether it would be plane 
or train, 

Of the four passengers who left 
the airliner at Albuquerque to make 
way for the Air Corps group, three 


sh women. The fourth was Joseph | 
Szigetti, concert violinist, of Palos | 


Verdes, Calif 
B, United Artists home office in 
New York definite plans for release 
of the Lubitsch film, co-starring 
Miss Lombard and Benny, are being 
deferred for a few days. ‘ 
Rich and Charitable 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
parole Lombard, born 
a who died in an airplane 
i near Las Vegas, Nev., Jan. 16, 
one of the wealthiest and most 
hnthropic of picture stars, al- 
ough her philanthropies were little 
— to the general public. 
s “7 life typified the popular con- 
oes On of Hollywood—a small-town 
. from Fort Wayne, Ind., achiev- 
& Tiches and fame. 
a Oct. 6, 1909, she entered pic- 
io at the age of nine, playing 
i Blue’s daughter in an early 
ha i at the old Fox studio. In 
a er career she never played in 
ina show. At 14 she had the 
Jamie a cowboy picture with Buck 
bet Mack Sennett was glorifying 
“ung beauties, Carole Lombard 





Wac 

Yas € . 

Now ©, °f them, along with Mabel 
“nq sand = other © str l 








girls of that period. From there she 
moved to the Pathe studio, where 
she took up drama in a serious vein. 
After a year on that lot she shifted 
to Paramount to begin her career as 
an outstanding actress. 
met and married her first husband, 
William Powell, whom she 
divorced. 

With Powell she leaped into the 
top rank through her performance 
in ‘My Man Godfrey,’ a comedy of 


for several years as a comedienne. 
At that time, 1935, she was widely 
publicized as ‘the best dressed 
woman in Hollywood,’ and an in- 
ventor of novel parties, such as the 


function. 
Unmasked the Phonies 


Her. parties, infrequent and un- 


vere never popular with film stars. 
Always high on her invitation list 
were extras, props, grips, electricians 


to know and often befriended. Stars 
didn’t like the idea of rubbing 
shoulders socially with these crafts- 
men and many stayed away. They 
were never invited again and when 
their paths crossed she often told 
them off. F 

Her frankness and_ directness 
never appealed to Hollywood climb- 
ers, although it won her the kind of 
friends she liked to have around 
her—those who were regular and 
detested like she did the phonies 
who use people to advance their own 
social ambitions. 

Many a star felt the sting of her 
salty rebukes, but to rank and file 
she was a great guy—an appellation 
reserved for very few in the pic- 
ture business. The humble in the 
studios feel her loss far more 
genuinely and keenly than _ the 
marquee tribe. 


$465,000 Yearly Salary 





D. Hamilton, of March | 


Jane | 


o mm) 
eamlined, 


in Hollywood, with an annual in- 
leome of $465,000, gleaned from her 
film and radio work. After her mar- 
lriage to Clark Gable in 1939, her 


|income dropped. largely through her | 


/own choice. She turned down rich 





There she | 


later , 


| Concert Biz 


the lighter type, which classified her | 


renting of concessions on the amuse- | 
ment pier at Venice for a social | 


orthodox as they might have been, | 


and other backlot workers she came | 


her entry into pictures and had been 
her advisor ever since. 

Difficulty in removing the remains 
of Carole Lombard and her mother 
from the mountain slope is holding 
up arrangements for funeral services 
and interment in Forest Lawn, Gien- 
dale. Rites are tentatively set for 


Thursday (22) or Friday, with stu- | 


dios to observe silent tribute to star. 
Services will be simple and only a 
few close friends will. be invited to 
attend. 
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|; Haensel & Jones did a $300,000 gross | 


with Ernestine Schumann - Heink, 
|Christine Miller, Max Rosen, Paul 
| Althouse, Leopold Godowsky, Arthur 


| Middleton, Reed Miller and George 
Hamlin. 


R. E. Johnson, 
| $250,000, had such stars as Eugene 
| Ysaye, Mischa Elman, Artur Rubin- 
stein, Claudio Muzio, Anna Fitziu, 
Andreas De Segurola and Cyrena 
Van Gordon; Coppicus & Schang, 
, with Enrico Caruso at 
grossed about $500,000, with othe: 
artists being Pasquale Amato, Guilio 
Crimi, Morgan Kingston, Giuseppe 
{Ce Luea, Giovanni Martinelli, Jose 
Mardones, Maria Rappold, Toscha 
| Seidel and Rafaelo Diaz. Caruso was 
| guaranteed $10,000 a concert at 20 
concerts annually. His gross aver- 
aged $22,000 and up, and he drew a 
world’s record for all time in Mont- 
real with $31,850. 


Antonia Sawyer did about $100,000 
with Percy Granger, Louis Graveure, 
Amy Ellerman and Maria Barrien- 
tos; M. H. Hansen averaged abour 
$100,000, with his top attraction being 
Riccardo Stracciari; Catherine Bau- 
man took in $160,000 with the Bar- 
rere Little Symphony, the Salzedo 
String Ensemble and Lucy Gates 
among her outstanders. 


Daniel Mayer did about $150,000, 
with his top names being Mischa Le- 
| vitski, the Russian Symphony, Flor- 
ence MacBeth and Leon Rothier; 
| Annie Friedberg grossed about $75,- 





For a time Miss Lombard was} g99 with Dan Beddoe and Alice 
listed as the most highly paid actress | neijsen as her stars; C. A. Ellis 


| grossed about $500,000 with Geraldine 
|Farrar, Nellie Melba and Fritz 
| Kreisler. 

Jules Daider took in around $150.- 
|000 with Clarence Whitehill, Giacomo 


offers from various studios, pre-| Rimini, Rosa Raisa and Mary Gar- 


| terring to be Mrs. Gable and refus- | 


ling jobs that might interfere with 
|their vacations together. 

| To prepare for these outings, Miss 
|\Lombard took instructions in the 
luse of firearms and became a sharp- 
| shooter, winning numerous skeet 
'shooting tournaments against male 
lcompetitors. In a_ specially built 
| trailer she accompanied her husband 
lon all his hunting expeditions and 
|roughed it like a man. 
| Among the films in which Miss 
Lombard appeared were ‘The Per- 


fect Crime.’ ‘Me, Gangster,’ ‘Show 
Folks.” ‘Ned McCobb’s Daughter,’ | 


‘Power’ and ‘Dynamite’ in 1929; ‘Big 
News,” ‘High Voltage,’ ‘Parachute,’ 


Superstitious 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Film stars who have a streak 
of superstition are showing con- 
cern over picture titles since 
Carole Lombard plane crackup. 

Point out her last picture is 
‘To Be or Not to Be,’ while Clark 
Gable is working in ‘Somewhere 
I'll Find You.’ 











$125.000, with Frieda Hempel draw- 
| ing $100,000 of that. Godfrey Tur- 
ner averaged $50,000 with Maude 
Powell, while independent bookings 
averaged $250,000. 











Concert Reviews | 
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most and lowest notes were never 
called into use. 


At the end of the intermission the | 


continual succession of lieder, with- 
out variation, became dull despite 
the singer’s efforts to impart feeling 
for them. Eddy. 

| ———— 

| LESLIE FRICK 

Mezzo-Seprano 


Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 13, 1942 


Leslie Frick, mezzo, has not been 
heard in concert in N. Y. for 15 
years, which is regretable, since 
there are few singers with her lus- 
ciousness of voice, intelligence of in- 
terpretation, 
smooth legato. 

The only fault 
slight forcing tendency. Above the 
staff the voice is not equal to the 
bottom. These, however, are minor 
faults. Eddy. 


evident 





JANET BUSH 
Contralte 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 17, 1942 


‘Racketeer’ and ‘Arizona Kid’ in 
1930: ‘Safety in Numbers,’ ‘Man of 
lithe World’ and ‘Ladies Man’ in 
11931: ‘No One Man.” ‘Up Pops the 
Devil” ‘I Take This Woman,’ ‘No 
More Orchids’ and ‘Sinners of the 


Sun’ in 1932; ‘No Man of Her- Own,’ 
'in which Clark Gable was her lead- 
ing man, ‘The Match King,’ ‘Virtue,’ 
‘From Hell to Heaven,’ ‘Eagle and 
| the Hawk,’ ‘Supernatural’ and ‘White 
Woman’ in 1933; ‘We’re Not Dress- 
‘ing,’ ‘Bolero,” ‘Now and Forever,’ 
\‘Lady by Choice’ and ‘The Gay 
| Bride’ in 1934: ‘Rumba’ and ‘Hands 
| Across the Table’ in 1935; ‘Love Be- 


‘fore Breakfast,’ ‘My Man Godfrey,’ 
| 


11936: ‘Swing High, Swing Low,’ 
\‘True Confession,” and ‘Nothing 
Sacred’ in 1937: ‘Fools for Scandal’ 
in 1938: ‘Made for Each Other’ and 
‘In Name Only’ in 1939, and ‘Vigil 
in the Night’ and ‘They Knew What 
They Wanted’ in 1940. Last year she 
appeared in ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
and recently completed ‘To Be or 
Not to Be.’ 

With the actress on her final trip, 
and meeting the same fate, was her 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Knight 

} paved the ay 1 


Pet 


land ‘The Princess Comes Across’ in | 


Janet Bush is not an interesting 
recitalist. Her voice is good, ranging 
two octaves. but h not the 


ability to impart a response from 
her audience. 

None of her German group which 
opened her program was impressive, 
and while all the notes of ‘Divinites 
du Styx,’ her most pretentious offer- 


ing, were sung correctly, the listener | 


was left cold. 
Perhaps she has been a church 
and oratorio singer too long. 
Eddy. 


CATERINA JARBORO 
Jramatic Soprano 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 16, 1941 


Caterina Jarboro, Negro soprano, 
possesses a phenomenal voice which 


sometimes is not used to best ad- |! 
vantage. For power, range and | 


ability to color a phrase, the singer 
has few superiors, but much of her 
program was beyond her interpreta- 


tive ability and the voice was stri- | 


dent at times. In the upper regions 
she showed to best advantage with 
‘A’s and ‘B’s to win tre- 


r nvin¢g 


He! 


with a gross of | 


the helm. | 


den; Whitelock Livingstone grossed | 


splendid diction and 


was a} 


! 
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Suzettes 
David Gold Ore 
| Lexington Cusine 
Richard Bach 
Great Rockets 


De Lloyd McKay 


Miargie Smith 
Olga Anton 
}Garvin Luschell O 
Vie Earlson 
| 2 
Lido Venice 

|Carmen Torrente 
| Alan Gale 

Ann Massey Gis 
rank Vallee 
Eddie Blam re 
Little Rathskeller 
Kddy McKinley 
| Frances Leslie 
| Brandows (2) 
| Sally Keith 

Delta Rhythm Boys 
| Victor Hugo's Or« 
Lou's Chancellor Bar 
; 3 Aces and ()ueen 
Saily La Marr 
Von Renolda (4) 
| Mayes 


| Black-Eye Peas 
fouteh & Dutchie 
| Bernice Arnold 
jiarvin 
Louis 


Wright Ore 


Minstrel Tavern 

|Ed MeGoldrick, Jr 
loe Lonexan 

| Klaine & James 
Margie March 

| Sally Foy 

Stella Engle 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 

Moravian Bar 

|; Kenny Shafer (3) 

| Dick Wade 

{Curt Weiler (4) 
Neil Dieghan’s 

Russ LaBeaux 

Duke Art, Jr 

Rhythm Maniacs 

Tip Top Gis 

Geo Marchetti Ore 

Ben Bernard 


Old Falls Tavern 
Pen Raymond 
Josephine 
Eddie Thomas 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Janice Piece 
Open Door Cafe 
La Shonnes 
Jeannettes (10) 
Margie Drummond 
Florenz ‘ 
Frankie Schluth 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Palumbo’s 


Yvonettes 

Kaye & Greye 

More & Chita 

Alma & Roland 

Henry Patrick 

Johnny Cahill 

3 Peppers 

Bonnie Stewart 

Philadelphia Hotel 

Jeri Withee 

Paul Marin 

Virginia Vaughn 

Vera Cruz 

Adrianne Parker 

jIrmgrad & Alan 

Leonora Co-Eds 

Dick Wharton Ore 

Walter John 
Powelton Cafe 

Doc Smith 

Frank Ponte 

Nan O'Rourke 

Charlie Ray 

Rose Jovinelli 

Newt Parker Ore 

} Red Hill Ina 

Roy O'Day 

| Le Shones 

Helen Jericco 
Ritz Cariton 

foward Lanin Ore 





} 
| 


|} Frank Hasse! Ore 
Stamp’s i 
| Welene Martin ' 


| Rddie Dolan 


Roman Grille 
Al (‘apr 


on Orc | 


Toots Claudine | 
Toni Sorrell ] 
Betty Hoffinan 
tiloria Dal 
Billy Kell 
Rendezvous } 


| 
} 
| 
(Hotel Senator) | 


|The Serenaders 


| teale St 


| 


+3 Queens of Rhythm} . : 
}iabe Cumming? 


Myra Lee 
Slim Walker 
| Ray Faustina 


| Bill 
;} Matto & 


| 


| Jules Flacco's Ore 


Bovs 


Sam's Cafe 
; 


Joe McFadden 
Great Leste: 
3 King’s Rhythm 


Silver Lake Inn 
fol Geo Reed 
Monya Alba 
Piano 2 
Duchess & Herman 
Juanita 
Moro & Chita 


Ethel Whyde 
Thunderbolts 


Lanny Vale 


Sun Ray Gardens 
Joan Stlurray 

Spic & Span 

Lilly Chester 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 

Don Anton Ore 
Joe Jovinelly 


69th St. Rathskelles 
Atkinson 
Therese 
Reggie Duvan 
elle Belmont 
Johnny Walker 
Elton Brown 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Maxine York 
Buddy Lewis 
‘harioteers 
Ruth Warren 
Kippee Velez 
Valdez & Peggy 
Earl Denny Orc 
20th Century 
3 Peppers 
Frances Carroll 
Sally La Mar 
Blanche Saunders 
Strohman (3) 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Zola Gray 
Conchita & Antonio 
Great Lester 
Chie Kennedy 
Warwick Hotel 
Roger Stanley Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Suzz Carroll 
Sister Kramer 
Betty Barlow 
Dora Kammes 
Gaby Lesley 
Reyney, Harris & R 
Ginger Harris 
Connie Nolan 
Beity Carroll 
Dave Pier¢on 
Pump Handle Trio 
Pen Bannerman 


| 


Syd Golden 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Wilson’s 

Joe Hough 

Art Mathues 

Catherine Wolff G! 

t‘arol Joyce 

Geo Baquet Ore 
Yaeht Club | 

Holly 





Harry 


Yacht Club Boys 





CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Malo 3 
(‘owans 
( } Towle 

Del Kay 
| Willie Matthias Ore 
Bob Copfer 

Eldorade Club 
Estralieta 
|}Carlos Campos 
| Manuel Ovando Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 
Larry Vincent 
| Newell & Steger 
} Manhattanettes 
| Herb Ross Ore 
} Gourmet Club 
| Royal 
Jules & Webb 

Hotel Allerton 
| Joe Baldi Ore 
Hotel Carter 
| Thixton Sprenger 
| Ambassadors Ore 


irpha 


rarles Wi 
Hotel Cleveland 
Herbie Kay Or 
y Hall 


Hawaiians O|} 





Poison Gardner 
Coralli | 
Hotel Hollenden | 
Crawford & Caskey} 
Kennedy | 
Max's Dogs | 
Sammy Watkins Ore 
Hotel Statler } 
Clint Noble Or 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Orc 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Kokomo 
Ray Raysor 
Sue Sanders 
Hal Simpson 
Monaceo’'s Cafe 
Cordano & 
Niki Lou Norman 
Julianna 
Mario's Ore 
Regal Club 


Corinne 


| Skeeter 


| Winters & 


| 
Victor Nelson Ore | 

| 

| 


Next Wee 
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Jack Millard 

Dolly Beil 

H Smith Dane 
Aylene Mason 
Palmer Ore 
Statler Hotel 


Pancho ©) 


Leonarde & Galente 


Saks 

Bert Nolan 
Margaret Andrews 
Angelina 
earl Magley Dane 
Teonard See! Ore 

San Diece 
Gene Emerald 


|} Glenn Dale 


rhe Bordens 

Dotty Sloan 

Cliff Arvin 

Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 

Everett & Conway 

Bill Harris 

toland & Rito 


Irene Burke 
riny Gorman 
Jack Thomas Ore 


The Tropics 


Johnny Pineapple O 
| Tapu 

Vernes 

Jack Sevant 
|} Ethel Murray 
jJack Cari 
|}Chuck Stevens Ore 


| Whittier Hotel 
| (Geld Cub Room) 
|} Herman Fine 

| Wonder Bar 

| Manuel 
Mammy 


Lopez ‘ore 

Dibert Ore 
Club 

Dale Rhodes 

Di Giovanni 

Good & Goody 

Dottie Ard 

Jean Moore 

Joy & Juanita 

Delia & Drigo 

Horace Houck Ore 





PITTSBURGH 


Ane’ e 
Mayward Deane Ore 
Arlington Lodge 

Phil Cavezza Ore 

June Gardner 

Fran Rago 
Balcona‘des 

Charlie Laun Ore 
Bill Green's 


Joey Simms Ore 


| Skip Nelson 


Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Benny Austin 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Huddy Blaine 
Wally Wayne 
J Comorada 

Club Petite 
Piecolo Pete Ore 
Patti Gene 

Cork and Bottle 

Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Art Farrar Ore 

Eddie Peyton's 

Kenny Clark Ore 
51 Cleb 

Lyda Rodnok 

Ray Englert Ore 

Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 

Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 


Dorothy Matthews 
Liscorts ee 
(Giay 90's) 


Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Mike Barker 4 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Art Baker 4 
Jole 
Carole Daye 
Hotel Sechenley 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Mary Krieg 
Jackle McCarthy 
Babe Rhodes 
Fee Wee Louis 
Sonny Faigen 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry -Go-Reund 
Rubbles Becker Ore 
Frances Stone 
Cy Hollywood 
New Hillcrest 
Benny Burion Ore 
Betty Lee 
Skip Nelson 
Nixen Cafe 
Al Marlsco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Pancho & Dolores 
Carol Gould 
Dowling Sis 
Orchard Ion 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Pines 
Pon Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Joey Reynolds 
Dale Harkness 
Ted Delmonico 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 


Terry Lawlor 
M«& B Whalen 
Van Kirk 


Dance Cocktails 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Vue 
Ralph Springer 
Hal Brabson Ore 
Union Grill 
|Sammy Walters 
rark Natale 





Mike Sandrette 
| Villa Madrid 
| Etzi Covato Ore 
| Mark Lane 
| Michael Strange 
| Moria Allen 





Billy Hinds Ore Moriarity & Delt 
Joy Lind Taft-Kretlow Dane 
Beachcomber , Barbara Douglass 
Harry Morris e) Ore Hotel Somerset 
ECO SMens Ure (Balinese Room) 

Jerri Vance - oo 

allatores E Frothingham 

Walter Behr tussell Swan 

Carole Dennison Harry Marshard O 

Blinstrub's Hotel Statler 

Peter odge Ore (Terrace Koom) 

! z vd Heathen Leighton Noble Ore 

Marco & Romola 

Roger Williams _ (Cafe Rouge) 

DeMay, Moore & M/|Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Club Mayfair | Hotel Vendame 

Ranny Weeks Ore | (kife & Drum Hm) 

Nick Jerret Ore | Jolene 

Julia Barbour Vietory 3 

Lou Holtz {'lerry Pepin 


Boots MeKenna Rev 
Club Vanity Fair 
Al Cova Ore 

Deone Parrish 
Madel’e Harrington 
tella Ra 

O' Keefe 
Cocoanut Grove 


Git e 


key Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Kuster Keim Rev 
| rtil Paine 
| Marianne Francie 
Artini & Consuelo 
Doroth Deer K 
aul Robinson 
Dolores Reed 


(Melody Lounge) 


Ducky Malvin Ore Gertrude Woodsum 
3700 Club Herb Lewis 
|Sammy Wolfe Copley Plaza 
{Sammy Morris (Sheraton Room) 


| Bert Gilbert 


Hote! Fenway ‘Deon Walsh Ore 
Book -Cadillac Hotel Clab Mayfair 
(Book Casine) Marty Joyce 
Me t aude! i* are ‘ rane 
Frank Gagen (Cire } ir 
(Motor Bar) Porot Gerror 
Joe Vera I Utse Vre 


Casanova 


Faye & Andre 
| Maxine Holman 
Ginger Sutton 
Jessica Garwood 


Lee Walters Ore 


Club Congo 


na Mae Carlisle 


it? 


Candy & Pepper 

| Rollo Vest 

| Margaret Watkins 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
iCongo Orc 

} Karl Dancer 


| Corktown Tavern 


on Harris 


| Marl Parchman 
Hart & Allison 
Geo Bell 

Panchita Villa 


| Ph I] Skillman Ore 
Grand Terrace 


{Four Dukes 


Billy Joy & Juanita! 


Earl 
| Phil 


Parchman 

Skillman Ore 
Hund's 
Sun Val Serenaders 


we) Ore 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
] Gilbert 2 


Crawford House 
| ‘> 


a B 
Fex & Hounds 


Nehiolo's Gr ge Ore 
\FPaw & Ar e mS 
|} Johnny Policy > ‘ : 
ITs ’ (Rhumba Casino 
| en —, Room) 
'Clem Hat ns , uN k Or 
- ] Wolk “Cc 
Leonard See! Ore I Habaneroa (6) 
Northwood Inn Modericos 
Dale Rhode | Dorothea Co tello 
iTheresa Rudolph tina Mia 
ly om Amato Hi-Hat 
| Cariin Ore - te Herman Ore 
’ |Terry Andre 
Olde Wayne Club Frank Petty 
Charles Costello Ovr« Hotel Bradford 
MeColl Sis | (Cireus Room) 
|}Jack London j Lucille & J Maloney 
| Palm Beach | Hote: Brunswick 
| Pour Novelteers | (Bermuda Terrace) 
Stirling & Rubia Lione! Hampton O 
iifonnie Drake } Hotel Pasex 
|'Don Pablo Ore } — Ms ay rs Y: 
| Jack Manning Ore 
» ‘ 
Penobseot Club Billy Kelly 
| Patricia Willis ; Ada Marova 
| Diane Dale | Bill Groin 
lamela Britton Conga Teresa 
Freddie Busch Ore | Jean Monti 
Rarney Greene Ore | Eleaner Boland 


London Chop House | 


Heck’« Redford tar | 
Mac McGraw Orc 


t 


Rayale | 


Hotel Lenox 
(Lenex Arms) 


rh Iardy Ore 


Hotel Minerva 


International Cafe 
| Ted Crowley Ore 
| Norman Holster 


bra es Crant 
}Archie O'Brien 
ltoberts & Trebor 
| Ken Club 

| Farren ltros Ore 
| Russ Iloward 
pont «& Lillian 


Latin Quarter 


Anthony Ibruno Ore 
|} Rhumbeliers Ore 
ee Richards 

Shandra-Kaly Dane 
| ¢ arole & Sherod 

Helene Standish 
Five Maxellos 
| Wa Wanger Gls 
} Hal LeKo (25) 
| (Lounge Bar) 
Hum & tr 
iE i ~ La Plata 
| Miami Grove 
J icH e Ore 
I \ teres 
, ' een 
‘ i€ 

n 
; ) el 
Kio Casino 
ge Harris Ore 
I) 
pear 

i 1 Aulger 
Karbara Lee 
Tor Hrooks 
| ¢ irl Hoffman 
|} Patrick Rogers 
| Louise Sherwood 
i Jane Giddings 
Don Muckel 

(Garden Lounge) 
Mai & F Dearbon 


| Steuben’s 

| (Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 

loon & arrow 

J k & Lorraine 
Doris Abbott 

\Jimmy Marr 

| Adele ‘ere’ 


The Cave 
| Don DiBona Ore 





'Jeck Fisher 

|Tamara Doriva 

‘ & Lorraine 
j ee «35% 

| Adele Corey 

Tie-Toe 

| Joe Nevils Ore 

i vin Sinclair 

| ‘urants 

} , ; Sis 

y mt.4 
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Early in 1941 VARIETY said, “On the Road to Fame and Fortune”’ 





—AND NOW IN 1942...... 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


* Featuring ( 
BETTY BONNEY » RALPH YOUNG 







 F 





THEATRES 


— © 44 ei - © @ 
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